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MONDAY,  AUGUST  5,  1935 
FIRST  DAY  —  MORNING  SESSION 


The  Fiftieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Federation  of  Labor  was  opened  at  the 
•Springfield  Auditorium,  Springfield,  Mass.,  Monday, 
August  5,  1935,  and  the  delegates  welcomed  to  the 
strains  of  a  band  of  music. 

BROTHER  CHARLES  E.  CAFFREY,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Springfield  Labor  Union  called  the  ses- 
sion to  order  at  10.30  A.  M.  and  introduced  the 
REVEREND  THOMAS  A.  SHEA  of  St.  Michael's 
Cathedral  who  delivered  the  invocation  and  impressed 
the  delegates  with  their  important  duties  and  prayed 
for  their  sincere  guidance  in  their  deliberations  and 
actions. 

Brother  Caffrey  next  introduced  MAJOR  FRED  J. 
HILLMAN,  Executive  Vice  President  of  the  Spring- 
field Chamber  of  Commerce  who  greeted  the  delegates 
and  welcomed  them  to  the  City  of  Springfield.  Mr. 
Hillman  spoke  of  the  great  problems  confronting  the 
citizens  of  the  city,  the  state  and  the  nation  and  felt 
they  were  greater  than  at  any  time  since  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.'  He  spoke  of  the  actions  of  employers 
in  past  years  of  moving  out  of  the  district  and  leaving 
unemployed  hundreds  of  workers;  mentioned  the  num- 
bers unemployed  in  the  country.  He  told  of  Ameri- 
can machinery  and  American  men  being  sent  abroad 
to  be  used  and  to  teach  those  across  the  water  how 
to  become  as  efficient  as  our  people;  stated  employers 
and  employees  should  work  together  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  communities  and  felt  we  cannot  make 
progress  if  we  did  not  work  in  harmony  for  the  wel- 
fare of  all.  He  extended  the  hand  of  welcome  to  the 
convention,  hoped  the  deliberations  would  prove  suc- 
cessful and  profitable  and  stated  they  look  to  us  for 
some  suggestions  out  of  the  great  problems  that  lie 
before  us.  He  thanked  the  convention  for  giving  him 
the  opportunity  to  address  the  delegates  and  hope 
their  stay  would  be  a  pleasant  one. 

The  next  speaker  introduced  was  the  Acting  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Springfield,  PHILIP  D.  ERARD,  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  that  city,  wbo 
greeted  the  delegates  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  his 
city,  welcomed  them  and  stated  they  were  indeed  glad 


to  see  the  delegates  assembled  here  on  the  occasion 
of  our  50th  anniversary;  he  stated  a  good  many  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Springfield  were  members  of  the  or- 
ganized labor  groups  and  that  their  contribution  to 
the  daily  city  life  has  been  most  inspiring  and  needed, 
and  he  felt  that  the  delegates  gathered  were  working 
not  only  for  the  welfare  of  their  own  members  but 
for  the  welfare  of  all  citizens;  he  spoke  of  the  great 
contribution  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  has 
made,  that  its  work  has  been  inspiring,  that  the  work- 
ers had  a  right  to  organize,  to  ask  for  shorter  hours, 
better  working  conditions,  etc.  He  stated  it  was  the 
right  of  the  worker  to  work  in  order  to  earn  sufficient 
to  be  able  to  give  to  his  or  her  children  that  type  of 
education  that  any  American  boy  or  girl  is  entitled 
to  receive.  Suggested  we  visit  the  beautiful  parks  in 
the  vicinity  and  enjoy  the  city  in  every  respect;  he 
hoped  our  stay  would  be  pleasant  and  stated  also  as 
did  the  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  "that 
they  looked  to  us  for  some  guidance  and  help  in  these 
troublesome  days."  He  hoped  our  convention  would 
be  the  most  successful  ever  held. 

BROTHER  CAFFREY:  In  behalf  of  the  Springfield 
Central  Labor  Union,  it  is  a  privilege  and  I  consider 
it  a  great  honor  to  stand  here  and  welcome  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  the  50th  Anniversary 
of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor.  We  have  a  pro- 
gram of  entertainment  and,  needless  to  say,  it  will 
equal  the  entertainment  given  to  you  in  1933  if  not 
better.  We  have  an  entertainment  committee  that  has 
worked  hard  and  long  to  make  your  visit  here  a  suc- 
cess. I  am  not  going  to  take  much  time  in  outlining 
the  program  as  I  will  leave  the  details  of  the  same 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Entertainment  Committee; 
he  will  inform  you  from  time  to  time  and  make  an- 
nouncements on  the  activities  of  each  day.  In  addi- 
tion to  entertainment.  Brothers  and  Sisters,  we  have 
a  lot  of  hard  work  here  to  do.  We  have  some  of  the 
most  perplexing  problems  and  I  know  that  our  de- 
liberations coming  up  here  this  week,  will  be  beneficial 
to  the  wage  earners  of  this  great  Commonwealth, 

In  1933,  just  two  years  ago,  when  the  convention 
assembled  here  in  this  same  hall,  the  Springfield  Cen- 
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tral  Labor  Union  and  all  Unions,  started  on  an  or- 
ganization campaign;  we  were  very  successful.  One 
of  the  largest  unions  we  were  able  to  organize  was 
the  Westinghouse  which  started  right  here  at  this 
convention.  From  that  time  we  set  up  many  organiza- 
tions in  mass  production  plants  in  this  locality.  We 
have  had  trouble  and  struggles  but  I  am  proud  to  say 
Springfield  is  very  jealous  of  our  labor  movement. 
In  1934  which  was  the  election  year,  when  the  dele- 
gates from  Western  Mass.  returned  from  the  con- 
vention, they  were  enlightened  because  of  the  exposi- 
tion of  the  records  of  the  legislators  that  were  seeking 
office  in  that  year  and  we  came  back  here  deter- 
mined to  defeat  those  candidates  that  were  seeking 
public  office  that  had  voted  and  worked  for  the  defeat 
of  the  measures  that  were  humane  and  for  social  bene- 
fits. We  organized  a  campaign  and  a  very  effective 
campaign,  and  we  defeated  one  of  the  most  reaction- 
ary senators  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  And,  I 
want  to  say  this  morning  that  we  have  our  eyes  on 
another  senator  and  the  number  has  come  over  his 
head  and  next  year  we  will  again  be  on  the  line. 
I  was  in  the  State  House  one  day  representing  the 
District  and  this  senator  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  my 
plea  and  he  then  got  up  and  said  he  was  a  friend 
of  labor,  that  is  the  senator  from  Holyoke. 

The  primary  function  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor  is  legislation  and  we  have  had  the  most  suc- 
cessful year  at  the  state  house  because  Robert  J. 
Watt  can  very  ably  take  care   of  that  end. 

I  know  you  are  anxious  to  hear  from  our  able 
president,  John  Gatelee,  so  I  am  going  to  turn  the 
gavel  over  to  John  Gatelee,  President  of  the  Mass. 
State  Federation  of  Labor,  who  has  worked  hard  and 
untiringly  and  given  unselfishly  of  his  time  in  the  past 
year  and  his  record  stands  out  for  itself. 

Much  applause  greeting  the  presentation  of  Presi- 
dent John  Gatelee  of  the  Federation  of  Labor: 

BROTHER  JOHN  GATELEE:  Delegates  to  this 
convention,  it  is  possibly  the  crowning  pleasure  and 
honor  of  my  career  to  be  able  to  preside  at  this,  the 
50th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Mass.  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  We  have  reached  the  middle  mile-stone 
of  a  century  of  endeavor  and  the  past  year  has  been 
a  fitting  last  year  of  the  first  50.  During  this  past 
year  this  State  Federation  of  Labor  has  made  remark- 
able progress;  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  into 
all  the  details  as  to  that  record;  you  all  have  it  be- 
fore you  in  the  "Officers'  Reports."  The  purpose  of 
those  reports  are  to  lay  before  you,  the  delegates, 
the  results  of  the  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  in  carrying  out  the  mandates  of 
the  previous  convention.  I  point  that  record  to  you 
with  pride.  I  think  after  the  delegates  have  read  this 
over  carefully  that  they  will  concede  that  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  am- 
bitions of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  were  realized 
to  a  large  degi-ee  in  the  past  year.  Financially,  we 
come  to  this  convention  with  the  best  record  we  have 


had  in  25  years:  in  new  affiliations,  we  have  reached 
the  record  of  my  illustrious  predecessor  President 
Moriarty:  in  accomplishments,  the  legislation  we  have 
secured  surpassed  the  record  of  any  administration 
of  the  State  Federation  in  a  large  number  of  years, 
so  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  we  present  the  record  of 
achievement  of  the  State  Federation  to  this  conven- 
tion with  pardonable  pride. 

This  gi'eat  record  that  has  been  compiled  in  the 
past  year  in  behalf  of  the  Organized  Labor  Move- 
ment is  not  due  to  the  brilliancy  of  your  President, 
or  to  the  splendid  efforts  of  your  Secretary  or  your 
Executive  Council,  but  it  is  due  almost  wholly  to 
the  team  work  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  as  a 
whole  and  to  that  I  wish  to  call  your  particular  at- 
tention. The  day  of  the  rugged  individual  in  labor  has 
passed  as  well  as  in  another  vocation.  The  rugged 
individual  stands  by  the  roadside  and  team  work  has 
taken  its  place  and  if  we  deserve  any  particular  praise 
for  the  accomplishments  of  last  year,  it  is  to  be 
directed  to  our  success  in  getting  the  cooperation  of 
all  the  leaders  of  the  labor  movement  throughout  the 
state,  uniting  them  together  in  a  singleness  of  pur- 
pose to  the  great  benefit  to  all  of  us  in  labor.  That 
is  the  secret  of  our  success  and  not  to  the  few  who 
gather  around  them  a  little  bit  of  prestige,  who 
stand  out  as  they  think  as  the  Messiah  of  Labor.  It 
is  the  cooperation  of  all  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole. 

You  will  observe  in  reading  over  the  reports  of  the 
Legislative  Agent,  the  President  and  the  Officers  of 
the  Fedei'ation  that  every  mandate  given  by  the  con- 
vention to  the  Executive  Council  has  been  conscien- 
tiously carried  out  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  I  don't 
want  to  go  into  any  long  listing  of  the  individual  ac- 
complishments but  I  am  sure  that  you  delegates,  with 
me,  have  a  great  sense  of  gratification  at  the  result 
of  the  gubernatorial  campaign  of  last  year  when  the 
mandate  of  the  convention  was  so  clear  "go  out  and 
beat  Bacon"  and  we  did  do  it  and  what  a  beating  he 
did  take.  And  it  wasn't  due  to  my  efforts,  or  Bob 
Watt  or  any  group  of  individuals,  but  to  collective 
efforts  of  the  entire  labor  movement  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  who  went  out  into  the  by  ways  and  the 
high  ways  and  brought  to  everyone  the  story  and 
turned  the  tide  away  from  him  towards  a  bigger  and 
better  day  in  Massachusetts, 

Incidentally,  in  bringing  about  the  defeat  of  Bacon, 
we  cleaned  house  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
the  Senate.  We  got  rid  of  a  lot  of  rotten  dead  wood 
in  the  Senate  and  accomplished  that  which  we  didn't 
believe  possible  a  year  ago.  But  you  can  see  for  your- 
selves that  we  got  rid  of  a  lot  of  that  dead  wood  and 
when  we  went  to  the  State  House,  we  found  for  the 
first  time  in  two  decades  a  body  of  men  who  gave 
promise  td  listen  to  the  word  of  progress.  So  that  the 
picture  presented  to  us  was  a  friend  to  labor  in  the 
election  of  the  Governor,  and  a  pretty  fair  looking 
group  in  the  State  Senate  and  the  House,  and  we  said, 
this  is  our  opportunity  and  we  will  make  the  maxi- 
mum   of  this   opportunity   and   make    every    effort  to 
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enact  some  of  the  legislation  which  we  have  worked 
on  for  the  past  15,  20  or  25  years  and  everybody 
took  his  coat  off  and  went  to  woi'k  and  the  results  are 
indeed  gratifying.  We  had  the  privilege  of  having 
passed  for  the  Building  Trades  to  take  the  place  of 
the  adverse  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  which 
the  Governor  signed,  the  law  "providing  for  the  pre- 
vailing rate  of  wages  to  be  paid  on  all  public  works." 
We  passed  or  caused  to  be  passed  about  12  or  14 
amendments  to  'the  Workmen's  Compensation  bill, 
wpnderful  amendments.  We  passed  the  anti-injunc- 
tion bill  in  this-  state  which  is  second-to-none  in  the 
entire  United  States.  I  quote  in  that  President  Green 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  who  stated  when 
he  read  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  anti-injunc- 
tion bill,  that  "it  was  the  best  injunction  bill  of  any 
of  the  48  States  in  the  Union,"  and  we  are  proud  of 
that  because  we  made  a  maximum  effort  to  put  it 
across.  For  15  years,  personally,  I  have  tried  to  put 
across  that  sort  of  legislation  and  had  been  rebuffed 
by  the  reactionaries.  Senators  and  sometimes  in  the 
House.  But  this  year  we  were  determined  to  get  this 
through  and  we  felt  "now  or  never"  and  I  want  to 
say  that  bill  had  a  very  rough  passage  through  the 
halls  of  the  legislature.  It  went  in  as  No.  835  and 
came  out  as  No.  2234,  after  4  major  operations  on  it. 
Each  time  there  was  another  operation.  It  was  at  the 
instance  of  the  group  of  Senators  or  Representatives 
who  did  not  like  this  or  that  and  told  us  if  we  changed 
one  thing  or  another  they  would  support  it.  And  af- 
ter, I  still  say,  those  four  major  operations  it  is  one 
of  the  finest  pieces  of  legislation  this  State  Federation 
ever  had  passed.  It  is  complete  as  it  stands  and  I 
believe  when  it  goes  into  effect  it  will  accomplish 
something  that  will  go  down  in  the  history  of  the 
Labor  movement  in  Massachusetts  as  an  outstanding 
Labor  achievement.  It  provides  for  relief  to  the  in- 
dividual from  the  responsibility  of.  the  acts  of  an  or- 
ganization in  regards  to  damages.  We  have  been  in  a 
precarious  condition  on  injunctions  because  whether 
we  realized  it  or  not,  if  some  individual  committed 
an  act  of  violence  or  damage  to  property  of  an  em- 
ployer or  took  his  customers  away  from  him  or  their 
employes  were  injured,  then  every  man  in  the  organ- 
ization was  liable  not  only  as  an  organization  but  as 
an  individual  as  well.  And  this  bill  provides  that  in 
order  to  hold  an  individual  responsible  for  the  acts 
of  the  organization  if  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  employer,  they  must  first  prove  agencies.  We 
have  invoked  the  great  part  of  agencies;  they  must 
prove  you  were  at  a  meeting  and  that  you  voted  to 
do  a  certain  thing  or  that  you  did  that  thing  yourself 
or  you  ratified  it  at  a  subsequent  meeting  and  that 
will  be  hard  to  prove.  So  I  say  this  relief  to  the  in- 
dividual is  a  great  thing.  We  will  be  safe  from  the 
labor  hating  employer. 

We  tempered  the  discretion  of  the  courts  in  injunc- 
tion cases,  that  discretion  leaving  to  the  courts  to  do 
this  or  that,  in  other  words,  we  were  at  the  mercy 
of  the  minds  of  any  jurists.  We,  having  found  their 
minds  to  be  like  a  patch  work,  there  is  no  standard- 
izing   to    conformity    of    decision    of    their    judgment. 


and  we  took  care  of  that.  The  restraining  order  is 
practically  prohibited.  The  temporary  injunction  is 
hard  to  get  for  there  must  be  good  grounds  to  it. 
The  employer  must  exercise  every  means.  He  is  forced 
to  use  police  power  in  a  community  before  he  says 
he  is  fearful  of  physical  violence  or  damages.  The 
police  have  to  be  capable  of  coping  with  the  situ- 
ation and  in  every  way  safeguard  tests  and  other  re- 
strictions are  placed  on  the  courts  and  the  employer 
before  he  can  get  this  weapon  against  labor. 

We  included  the  contempt  issue,  where  before,  you 
could  be  dragged  into  court  and  the  judge  could  com- 
mit you  to  jail  for  a  period  for  throwing  a  stone 
through  a  window.  But  if  you  shot  the  President  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  saw  you  do  it  you 
could  still  demand  a  jury  trial.  It  didn't  give  you 
the  same  rights  as  it  gave  criminals  and  by  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  you  are  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury. 
The  judge  cannot  act  in  that  way,  and  fux'ther  if  you 
do  not  like  the  judge  and  if  you  violate  an  injunction 
by  speaking  against  it  this  judge  can't  try  you  if  you 
don't  want  him  and  insist  on  another  judge. 

In  accomplishing  this  piece  of  legislation,  we  had 
some  of  the  finest  lawyers  in  the  State  of  Mass.  in 
putting  this  together  and  I  want  to  say  to  you  when 
the  time  comes  for  this  to  be  put  through  the  test 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Mass.,  I  am  confident  it  will 
be  sustained  and  it  will  be  found  constitutional.  -I 
want  to  leave  this  thought  in  your  minds,  in  the  event 
any  organization  comes  under  this  injunction  law 
which  was  just  passed  and  which  takes  effect  October 
12th  and  will  be  in  effect  from  then  on,  that  any  such 
case  which  is  liable  to  go  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
future,  please  get  in  touch  with  the  State  Federation 
of  Labor  and  give  an  opportunity  to  them  to  obtain 
the  best  legal  talent  attainable  with  the  test  before 
the  Supreme  Court  and  not  allow  some  little  mediocre 
lawyer  to  maltreat  the  issue.  As  soon  as  this  conven- 
tion is  over,  we  are  going  to  lay  the  proper  and  ade- 
quate foundation  for  the  terms  of  this  legislation.  So 
again,  if  a  case  of  this  kind  comes  up  and  has  to  go 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  bring  it  to  the  President  or 
Secretary  or  officers  of  the  Federation  of  Labor  and 
the  officers  will  see  that  proper,  adequate,  competent 
legal  talent  is  employed. 

We  thought  this  being  the  50th  anniversary  it  would 
be  fitting  to  commemorate  it  in  a  substantial  way,  so 
v/e  have  compiled  a  history  of  the  achievements  of 
labor  over  a  50  year  period.  This  history  was  com- 
piled at  great  effort  and  considerable  expense  to  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor.  Research  students  of  the 
Mass.  Institute  of  Technology  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  Farley  of  the  M.  I.  T.  and  it  was  a  very 
large  job  looking  over  the  documents.  It  was  hard  to 
get  records  back  from  1885,  86  and  87  as  the  records 
were  hard  to  find  and  were  not  kept  so  well  at  the 
time,  but  by  getting  it  from  here  and  there  and  talk- 
ing with  those  who  lived  through  that  period,  we  feel 
it  is  fairly  complete,  the  history  of  the  labor  move- 
ment frofti  1885  to  1935  and  that  has  been  gathered 
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together  and  presented  to  each  of  you  delegates  as 
the  gift  of  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor  and 
its  affiliated  organizations.  The  cost  was  great  and 
we  want  you  to  preserve  it.  It  is  a  document  of 
human  progress  and  you  can  follow  the  legislation  of 
the  State  Federation  and  you  will  find  that  it  kept  push- 
ing and  hammering  and  working  and  personally  intro- 
duced most  of  the  beneficial  legislation  enacted.  That 
you  will  find  in  this  history  of  the  50  years  of  this 
labor  movement. 

There  are  many  things  that  will  attract  your  at- 
tention here  this  week;  the  passing  of  the  N.  R.  A.  is 
something  like  the  passing  of  a  king.  The  N.  R.  A.  is 
dead,  long  live  the  "Wagner  Labor  Dispute  Bill.  This 
bill  which  has  supplanted  the  N.  R.  A.  is  federal  legis- 
lation and  possibly  takes  care  of  federal  jurisdictions 
and  I  hope  it  will  stand  the  test  of  constitutionality 
when  it  is  challenged  by  the  employer.  But  the  big 
significance  is  the  responsibility  of  the  labor  people 
in  each  and  every  State  in  the  Union  to  see  that  such 
laws  are  enacted  in  the  States  which  is  a  reproduc- 
tion of  the  Wagner  Labor  Disputes  Bill  and  that  is 
the  only  way  you  can  be  sure  it  will  be  of  benefit  to 
the  labor  movement.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  work 
to  be  done  and  matters  should  be  carefully  discussed 
and  no  doubt  will  be  at  the  sessions  of  this  convention. 

We  have  now  the  W.  P.  A.  in  place  of  the  P.  W.  A. 
and  we  have  varied  problems  on  that.  We  are  of 
course  united  in  one  thing  and  that  is  that  condem- 
nation of  any  policy  that  breaks  down  the  prevailing 
rate  of  wage.  Whether  in  national  or  state  politics, 
we  have  an  economic  philosophy  and  we  should  carry 
it  out.  We  should  make  sure  nobody  leads  us  astray 
from  our  main  objective. 

We  have  a  Social  Securities  bill  passed  by  Congress. 
That  ought  to  come  up  for  discussion  and  possibly 
something  should  be  enacted  in  this  State  to  adapt 
ourselves  to  the  Federal  legislation.  We  are  trying 
to  have  enacted  into  law  some  of  the  hopes  and  am- 
bitions and  aspirations  of  the  labor  movement,  and 
are  meeting  with  some  considerable  success  in  a 
national  way.  But  unless  we  get  state  legislation  to 
that  effect  it  is  hard  to  accomplish  a  great  deal. 

We  had  a  reputation  of  being  the  progressive  state 
in  the  Union  and  we  can  do  it  by  having  a  purpose 
and  working  for  it.  It  cannot  be  accomplished  by  any 
friction  or  by  one  group  alone.  It  is  the  concern  of 
all  of  us,  and  when  we  work  together  we  will  be 
irresistible  and  must  meet  with  success. 

So  our  deliberations  here  this  week  will  be  fraught 
with  great  consequences  to  the  interests  and  future 
of  organized  labor.  And  I  hope  every  delegate  will 
make  an  effort  to  attend  regularly  and  listen  to  the 
speakers  and  to  those  who  are  in  touch  with  national 
affairs   of   labor   and   govern   themselves   accordingly. 

We  have  with  us  this  week  possibly  the  greatest 
array  of  nationally  known  labor  men  whom  we  will 


have  the  pleasure  and  the  benefit  of  hearing,  and 
learning  what  is  going  on,  and  their  opinions  on  the 
policies  of  the  day. 

Brother  Gatelee  spoke  of  the  entertainment  ar- 
ranged by  the  local  committee  and  hoped  all  would 
partake  of  the  same  and  enjoy  their  stay  in  the  city; 
he  spoke  of  the  hospitality  of  the  people  of  Spring- 
field, that  they  had  a  philosophy  of  their  own  and  fol- 
lowed it;  stated  the  chairman  of  the  entertainment 
committee,  Brother  Raleigh  of  the  Street  Carmen 
would  be  in  at  different  times  of  the  week  to  make 
announcements  for  the  activities  of  the  delegates. 
He  announced  a  "smoker"  tonight  at  the  C.  L.  U. 
hall  to  which  all  were  invited  and  he  hoped  all  would 
partake  of  the  good  times  and  enjoy  their  stay  in  the 
city. 

Brother  Gatelee  received  a  fine  ovation  from  the 
delegates  at  the  conclusion  of  his  report. 

He  then  called  for  the  Secretary,  Robert  J.  Watt, 
to  read  the  convention  call  which  is  as  follows: 


CONVENTION  CALL 
TO  ALL  AFFILIATED   UNIONS 

Boston,  June  1st,  1935. 

GREETING:  You  are  hereby  notified  that,  pursuant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  the  50th  Annual  Convention  will  be  held 
at  Convention  Hall,  Springfield  Auditorium,  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  beginning  at  10  o'clock,  Monday  morn- 
ing, August  5th,  1935,  and  will  continue  in  session 
from  day  to  day  until  the  business  of  the  Convention 
has  been  completed. 

This  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  the  most  important  in  our  history, 
will  be  our  Jubilee  Convention  and  will  mark  fifty 
years  of  effort  by  the  Organized  Workers  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  secure  a  larger  measure  of  justice  for  the 
masses.  The  State  Federation  has  weathered  the 
storms  for  one-half  a  century  and  has  made  a  record 
of  which  the  Federation  and  all  its  affiliated  unions 
may  be  justly  proud. 

At  this  convention  the  major  problems  confronting 
the  wage  earners  of  our  state,  and  plans  of  action  to 
assure  the  well-being  and  progress  of  Labor  will  be 
fully  discussed.  It  must  be  evident  that  our  economic 
and  industrial  welfare  depends  upon  our  economic 
solidarity,  and  that  we  no  longer  can  rely  upon  the 
Government  nor  codes  for  the  advancement  of  the 
rights  of  wage  earners.  Every  organization  should 
make  a  special  effort  to  send  delegates  to  celebrate 
the  accomplishments  of  the  past  and  participate  in  the 
planning  for  the  future. 
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The  Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation 
of  Labor  urge  and  appeal  to  all  unions  to  send  dele- 
gates to  this,  our  50th  Annual  Convention,  which  with 
your  cooperation  will  be  the  largest  in  our  fifty  years' 
history. 

REPRESENTATION 

Each  Union  of  200  members  or  less  attached  to  a 
National  or  International  Union,  when  one  is  in  ex- 
istence, shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  and  an  ad- 
ditional delegate  for  each  200  or  a  majority  fraction 
thereof,  and  each  Central  Labor  Union  composed  of 
miscellaneous  bodies  shall  be  entitled  to  two  dele- 
gates. 

Delegates  must  be  selected  at  least  two  weeks  pre- 
vious to  the  Convention  and  their  names  and  ad- 
dresses forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Federation  of  Labor. 

Organizations  sending  delegates  must  be  paid  up 
to  and  including  the  month  of  JUNE,    1935. 

Delegates  representing  Central  Labor  Unions  MUST 
BE  MEMBERS  OF  LOCAL  UNIONS  AFFILIATED 
WITH  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDER- 
ATION OF  LABOR. 

YOUR  LOCAL  UNION  is  entitled  to 
DELEGATES. 

CREDENTIALS 

Credentials  in  duplicate  are  forwarded  to  all  affili- 
ated Unions.  The  duplicate  credential  must  be  given 
to  the  delegate-elect  and  the  original  forwarded  to 
ROBERT  J.  WATT,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Room  1222, 
Lawyers'  Bldg.,  11  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  will  meet  at  the 
Headquarters,  Sunday,  August  4th,  1935  at  6  P.  M. 
All  delegates  will  appear  before  this  Committee,  and 
must  have  at  least  five  union  labels  on  their  wearing 
apparel   to  be  seated  in   the  Convention. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Article  3,  Section  3,  of  the  Constitution,  Local 
Unions  and  Central  Labor  Unions  or  delegates  there- 
from affiliated  with  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  are  urgently  requested  to  submit  reso- 
lutions, amendments  to  the  Constitution  or  grievances, 
so  that  they  may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  at 
least  three  days  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Conven- 
tion, that  they  may  be  considered  by  Committee  as 
per  the  Constitution. 

HOTEL  RATES 

Headquarters:    Hotel  Bridgeway,  Springfield. 

Single  with  running  water,  $1.50  and  $1.75;  Single 
with  bath,$2.50  and  $3.00. 

Double  with  running  water,  $2.50  and  $2.75;  Double 
with  bath,  $4.00  and  $4.50. 


Hotel   Clinton,   Springfield. 

Single  with  running  water,  $1.50;  Single  with  bath, 
$2.00  and  $3.00. 

Double  with  running  water,  $2.50  and  $3.00;  Double 
with  bath,  $3.50  and  $5.00. 

Hotel  Hawkins,  Springfield. 

Single  with  running  water,  $1.00  and  $1.50;  Single 
with  bath,  $2.00  and  $2.50. 

Double  with  running  water,  $1.50  and  $2.50;  Double 
with  bath,  $3.00  and  $4.00. 

Hotel  Highland,  Springfield. 

Single  with  running  water,  $1.50  and  $2.  Single  with 
bath,    $2.00   and   $3.00 

Double  with  running  water,  $2.50  and  $3.00;  Double 
with  bath,  $3.50  and  $5.50. 

Hotel  Oaks,   Springfield. 

Single  with  running  water,  $1.50;  Single  with  bath, 

$2.50  and  $3.00. 
Double  with  running  water,  $3.00 ;  Double  with  bath, 
$3.50  and  $4.00 

Delegates  are  advised  to  communicate  with  JOHN 
F.  GATELEE,  21  SANFORD  STREET,  SPRING- 
FIELD, MASSACHUSETTS,  who  is  in  charge  of  res- 
ervations. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  F.  GATELEE,  President, 

21  Sanford  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 

WM.  E.  G.  BATTY, 

1079  Purchase  Street,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

MATTHEW  P.  MANEY, 

18  Ames  Street,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

CHARLES  F.   SWEENEY, 

47  Smith  Street,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

JOHN  CARROLL, 

470    Stuart    Street,    Boston,   Mass. 

J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 

262  Washington  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

MICHAEL  J.  O'HARE, 

53  Flint  Street,  Somerville,  Mass. 

CHARLES  E.  CAFFREY, 

21  Sanford  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Vice-Presidents. 
ROBERT  J.   WATT, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

CONFERENCE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  ALL 
UNION  LABEL  CRAFTS  WILL  BE  HELD  ON  MON- 
DAY, AUGUST  5th,  1935,  at  7:00  P.  M.,  at  the  CEN- 
TRAL LABOR  UNION  HEADQUARTERS,  21  SAN- 
FORD STREET,  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. 

The  Call  as  read  was  accepted  by  the  delegates. 

PRESIDENT  GATELEE  requested  Secretary  Watt 
to  read  the  lists  of  committees  he  had  appointed  to 
serve  at  this  convention  which  are  as  follows: 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 


CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE 

Charles  W.  Short,  Barbers  30,  Springfield. 
Dugald  McCallum,  Typographical  13,  Boston. 
Herbert   Severs,    Carders  &    Spinners   36,   36-A,  New 

Bedford. 
James  R.  Menzie,  Carpenters  1092,  Lawrence. 
Walter  Hazelhurst,  Musicians  143,  Worcester. 

COMMITTEE  ON  RULES 

John  N.  Badaracco,  Web  Pressmen  3,  Boston. 

Harry  Joel,  Cambridge  C.L.U. 

James  E.  Brooks,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17,  Boston. 

Grace  Bai'ry,   Telephone   Operators   1-A,   Boston. 

John  M.  Shea,  Street  Carmen  22,  Worcester. 

Myles    Connors,     Gas    Distribution     Workers     15268, 

Boston. 
B.  P.  Winchester,  Carpenters  885,  Woburn. 
Moses  Brussard,  Carpenters  40,  Boston. 
Joseph  Salerno,  Amal.  Clothing  Workers,  Boston. 
Nathan  Hurwitz,  Laundry  Drivers  168,  Boston. 
John  Buckley,  Teamsters  25,  Boston. 
James  O'Connell,  Brockton  C.L.U. 
Fred  Pezzini,  U.  Rubber  Workers  18363,  Chicopee. 
Bart  Shea,  "Match  Workers  18734,  Springfield. 
James  H.  Loughlin,  Bartenders  95,  Worcester. 
Ralph  Ricketson,  Amal.   Silver  Workers   11,  Taunton. 
John  J.  Bannon,  Westfield  C.  L.  U. 

COMMITTEE  ON   RESOLUTIONS 

E.  A.  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  Boston. 
Fred  J.  Graham,  Lawrence  C.L.U. 
John  J.  Mara,  Boot  &  Shoe  "O,"  Boston. 
Francis  P.  Fenton,  Taunton  C.L.U. 
Alfred  Ellis,  Jr.,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17,  Boston. 
Samuel  J.   Donnelly,   C.L.U.,   Worcester. 
Michael  J.  Walsh,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston. 
Joseph  Masucci,  Federal  Labor  Union  18476,  Spring- 
field. 
James  Nelson,  Gas  Workers  18393,  Maiden. 
Sylvester  McBride,  Typographical  13,  Boston. 
Anthony  J.  De  Andrade,  Press  Assistants  18,  Boston. 
John  L.  Campos,  Doffers  &  Spinners  1057,  Fall  River. 
Edward  Raleigh,  Street  Carmen  448,  Springfield. 
Francis  M.  Curran,  Holyoke  C.L.U. 
George  Gibbs,  Musicians  9,  Boston. 
Thomas  J.  Durnin,  Bartenders  81,  Holyoke. 
David  Gingold,  Ladies  Garment  Workers,  Boston. 

COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORT 

Harry  Russell,  Stationary  Engineers  602,  Springfield. 
Michael  J.  Flaherty,  Painters  11,  Boston. 
James  J.  O'Brien,  Stage  Employees  11,  Boston. 
Bernard  F.  Smith,  Boot  &  Shoe  Workers  38,  Brockton. 
Walter   J.    Kenefick,   Electrical   Workers    761,    Green- 
field. 
Wm.  A.  Nealey,  Lynn  C.  L.  U. 
Thomas  Burns,  Boston  C.  L.  U. 
John  Dailly,  Bricklayers  3,  Boston. 
Michael  J.  Flynn,  News  Writers  17662,  Boston, 
Martin  J.  Casey,  Electrotjrpers  11,  Boston. 
Thomas  J.   Gethins,  Typographical  13,  Boston. 


Louis  P.  Wagelin,  Bakers  96,  Holyoke. 

John  E.  Hauser,  Stage  Employees  96,  Worcester. 

Sidney  Le  Bow,   Moving  Picture   Operators   546, 

Lowell. 
John  Leonard,  Street  Carmen  261,  Lawrence. 
Robert  A.  Burns,  Engineers  75,  Worcester. 
Matthew  McLaughlin,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston. 

COMMITTEE  ON   SECRETARY-TREASURER 

LEGISLATIVE    AGENT'S    REPORT 

Abraham  Pearlstein,  Newspaper  Chauffeurs,  Dist.  & 
Helpers  259,  Boston. 

Mary  V.  Murphy,  Musicians  9,  Boston. 

Thomas  F.  Burns,  United  Rubber  Workers  18363,  Chic- 
opee. 

Charles  D.  Keaveney,  Electrical  Workers  622,  Lynn. 

John  D.  Connors,  New  Bedford  C.L.U. 

Harold  W.  Faulkner,  Federation  of  Teachers  230,  North- 
ampton. 

Charles  B.  Campfield,  Machinists  264,  Boston. 

Frank  Smith,  Cambridge  C.L.U. 

Robert  Strachan,  Gas  &  Coke  Ees.  18538,  Everett. 

M.  F.  Donovan,  Gas  Plant  Workers  19139,  Lawrence. 

A.  Marcieux,  Painters  257,  Springfield. 

Jacob  Blume,  Amal.  Clothing  Workers,  Boston. 

John  M.  Sullivan,  Teamsters  25,  Boston. 

John  F.  Perkins,  Typographical  13,  Boston. 

Edward  M.  Foley,  Moving  Picture  Operators  397,  Hav- 
erhill. 

Chris  Lane,  Hotel  &  Rest.  Ees.  34,  Boston. 

John  J.  Flynn,  Metal  Polishers  95,  Boston. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION 

George  Miller,  Electrical  Workers  96,  Worcester. 

Harry  Grages,  C.L.U.  Boston. 

William  F.  Nutley,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston. 

James  Driscoll,  Carpenters  40,  Boston. 

Rudolph  Marginot,  Electrical  Workers  103,  Boston. 

James  W.  Hawkes,  Musicians  9,  Boston. 

Danel  J.  McDonald,  Paper  Rulers  13,  Boston. 

J.  A.  Johnson,  Painters  296,  Brockton. 

Martin  Flaherty,  Street  Carmen  240,  Chelsea. 

J.  Audett,  Barbers  199,  Chicopee. 

Adam  Kurtz,  Carpenters  1375,  Easthampton. 

Edward  F.  Doolin,  Weavers  24,  Fall  River. 

Arthur  J.  King,  Machinists  481,  Greenfield. 

Fred  Tessier,  Carpenters  390,  Holyoke. 

Gideon  Champagne,  Carpenters  551,  Lawrence. 

John  Wade,  Typographical  51,  Lawrence. 

Benjamin  Simpson,  Street  Carmen  238,  Lynn. 

COMMITTEE    ON    GRIEVANCES 

John  Hodge,  Carpenters  40,  Boston. 

Frank  L.  Kelley,  Elec.  Workers  103,  Boston. 

Roderick  McKinnon,  Engineers  849,  Boston. 

James  R.  J.  McDonald,  Hoist  &  Port.  Eng.  4,  Boston. 

Harry  Le  Clair,  Milk  Wagon  Drivers  380,  Boston. 

Aaron  Velleman,  S.B.A.  &  O.E.U.  14965,  Boston. 

Nicholas  Morrissey,  Teamsters  25,  Boston. 

Wm.  O.  McGowan,  Street  Carmen  235,  Brockton. 

Francis  W.  Farrell,  Bartenders  116,  Chicopee. 

Wm.  Ross,  Ladies  Garment  Workers  178,  Fall  River. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  oOth  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


John  J.  Bresnahan,  Operating  Engineers  466,  Holyoke. 
Frank  R.  Elting,  Plumbers  233,  Holyoke. 
John  F.  O'Neil,  Elec.  Workers  326,  Lawrence. 
John  W.  Devlin,  Bartenders  100,  New  Bedford. 
John  J.  Connolly,  Bookbinders  176,  Norwood. 
Costanzo  Pagnano,  Granite  Cutters,  Quincy. 
Joseph  Jacobs,  C.L.U.,  Somerville. 

UNION  LABEL  COMMITTEE 

Nathan  Sidd,  U.  Garment  Workers  1,  Boston. 

Eva  Rankin,  Waitresses  112,  Boston. 

Michael  McLain,  Holyoke  C.L.U. 

Frank  McDermott,  Hotel  &  Rest.  Ees.  90,  Lawrence. 

David  Roberts,  Bill  Posters  15,  Springfield. 

Charles  Webber,  Painters  11,  Boston. 

Henry  W.  Nelson,  Stereotypers  2,  Boston. 

Rose  Ellis  Elfman,  Cigar  Machine  Operators  101, 

Boston. 
Freeman  M.  Saltus,  Typographical  165,  Worcester. 
Arthur  J.  Cadieux,  Barbers  447,  New  Bedford. 
Mariano  S.  Bishop,  Print  Workers  1044,  Fall  River. 
Daniel  Harrington,  Brockton  C.L.U. 
Nicholous  Schilz,  Brewery  Workers  141,  Chicopee. 
Thomas  Chapman,  Barbers  284,  Fitchburg. 
Francis  J.  Maloney,  Bartenders  67,  Springfield. 
John  F.  Reardon,  Boot  &  Shoe  40,  Milford. 
Mary  Okrongley,  Federal  Labor  Union   18385, 

Springfield. 

COMMITTEE   ON   GUESTS 

P.  H.  Jennings,  Piano  Movers  62,  Boston. 
Matthew  P.  Maney,  Carpenters  111,  Lawrence. 
John  J.  Kearney,  Hotel  &  Rest.  34,  Boston. 
Michael  J.  O'Donnell,  Teamsters  25,  Boston. 
Benjamin  G.  Hull,  Moving  Picture  Operators  186, 

Springfield. 
Benjamin  E.  Naylor,  Teamsters  404,  Springfield. 
Manuel  Silva,  Ring  Twisters  724,  New  Bedford. 
Edward  Eno,  Lowell  C.L.U. 

Archie  Turconi,  Thread  Workers  2228,  Holyoke. 
James  McQueen,  Federal  Labor  Union  19649,  Chicopee. 
Edward  T.  Gay,  Printing  Pressmen  67,  Boston. 

PRESIDENT  GATELEE  stated  if  there  were  any 
who  did  not  desire  to  serve  on  the  committees  to  please 
advise  him  so  that  others  might  be  appointed  in  their 
stead. 

Announced  further  the  deadline  for  presenting 
resolutions  would  be  Tuesday  at  5  o'clock. 

Stated  Ida  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Stenographers 
Union  of  Boston  was  taking  the  official  record  of  the 
convention  and  would  be  glad  to  help  the  delegates 
should  they  desire  her  services  in  typing  resolutions, 
etc. 

He  at  this  time  called  on  Secretary  Watt  to  read 
communications  which  had  been  received. 

Secretary  Watt  read  the  following  telegram  received 
from  President  Green  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 


Robert  J.  Watt,  Secretary. 

Convention  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor, 

Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

I  EXTEND  TO  YOU  AND  THROUGH  YOU  TO 
THE  OFFICERS  OF  AND  THE  DELEGATES  TO 
YOUR  CONVENTION  THE  GREETINGS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR  AND  MY 
PERSONAL  FELICITATIONS  AND  BEST  WISHES 
FOR  A  SUCCESSFUL  CONVENTION.  I  MOST 
EARNESTLY  HOPE  THAT  THE  DELIBERATIONS 
OF  YOUR  CONVENTION  MAY  REFLECT  THE 
EXERCISE  OF  SOUND  JUDGMENT  AND  FORCE- 
FULLY DEMONSTRATE  THE  DETERMINATION 
OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF 
LABOR  FOR  THE  ORDERLY  STEADY  PROGRESS 
AND  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  UNION  FOR  THE 
PROTECTION  AND  ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE 
RIGHTS  AND  INTERESTS  OF  ITS  MEMBERS 
AND  THE  ORGANIZED  LABOR  MOVEMENT. 
PLEASE  IMPRESS  UPON  THE  OFFICERS  AND 
DELEGATES  THAT  THE  SUPREME  COURT  DE- 
CISION DOES  NOT  CHANGE  OUR  PLAN  TO  SE- 
CURE ENACTMENT  OF  A  NEW  NATIONAL 
RECOVERY  ACT  WHICH  WILL  CONFORM  TO 
SUPREME  COURT  DECISION  AND  SO  FAR  AS 
POSSIBLE  PRESERVE  BENEFITS  TO  LABOR 
INCORPORATED  IN  ORIGINAL  ACT.  RESO- 
LUTIONS SHOULD  BE  ADOPTED  CALLING  UPON 
CONGRESS  TO  PASS  THE  BLACK  CONNERY 
THIRTY  HOUR  WEEK  MEASURE  AND  THE 
GUFFEY  COAL  BILL  ALSO  CALL  UPON  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS LEGISLATURE  TO  RATIFY  CHILD 
LABOR  AMENDMENT. 

WILLIAM  GREEN. 

Read  telegram  from  Tom  Mooney  in  San  Quentin 
prison. 

Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  Convention, 
Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

ACCEPT  MY  FIRM  FRATERNAL  TRADE  UNION 
GREETINGS  FROM  THIS  TOMB  OF  THE  LIVING 
DEAD  TO  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDER- 
ATION OF  LABOR  FOR  A  SUCCESSFUL  CON- 
VENTION. WE  WERE  RAILROADED  INTO 
PRISON  NINETEEN  YEARS  AGO  ON  THE  RANK- 
EST FRAMEUP  CONSPIRACY  EVER  BY  SAV- 
AGE NON  UNION  OPEN  SHOP  EMPLOYERS. 
OUR  MILITANT  LOYALTY  TO  CALIFORNIA 
TRADE  UNION  MOVEMENT  BROUGHT  DOWN 
UPON  OUR  HEADS  THE  WRATH  OF  THE 
GODS  OF  MAMMON.  WE  ARE  FACED  WITH 
A  DESPERATE  ENEMY  POWERFULLY  EN- 
TRENCHED WEALTHY  AND  TENACIOUSLY 
CLINGING  TO  ITS  PREY.  OUR  POVERTY 
FORCES  US  TO  PLEAD  FOR  YOUR  FINAN- 
CIAL ASSISTANCE.  A  LONG  HARD  BATTLE 
IN  CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT  PLACES 
TREMENDOUS  BURDEN  OF  RAISING  FIVE 
THOUSAND     DOLLARS     UPON     MY     DEFENSE 
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COMMITTEE  NOW  ALMOST  PENNILESS  WITH 
FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  DEBT.  OUR  WHOLE 
PROGRAM  JEOPARDIZED  UNLESS  WE  RAISE 
THIS  INDISPENSABLE  SUM.  THIS  URGENT 
EMERGENCY  COMPELS  ME  TO  PLEAD  WITH 
YOU  FOR  DONATION  FOR  COURTS  ACTION  EX- 
PENSES EXCLUSIVELY.  I  HAVE  BEEN  A 
MEMBER  IN  GOOD  STANDING  OF  THE  INTER- 
NATIONAL MOLDERS  UNION  FOR  THIRTY 
THREE  YEARS  AND  I  HAVE  GIVEN  NINETEEN 
OF  THESE  BEST  YEARS  OF  MY  LIFE  IN  PRISON 
FOR  YOU.    WON'T  YOU  HELP  ME? 

TOM  MOONEY  31921  California 
State  Prison,  San  Quentin, 
California. 

Brother  Velleman  representing  Stenographers  14965, 
requested  the  floor  and  made  the  following  MOTION: 
that  this  telegram,  its  contents  and  desire  of  Tom 
Mooney  be  referred  to  the  incoming  executive  board 
of  the  State  Branch,  A.F.L.,  for  their  consideration 
and  action,  with  the  recommendation  that  a  donation 
be  forwarded  to  this  cause.  Seconded  by  Brother  Fla- 
herty, Local  11,  Boston  Painters. 

President  Gatelee  put  the  Motion  to  a  vote  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  delegates. 

At  this  time  he  introduced  INTERNATIONAL 
PRESIDENT  JAMES  SHAUGHNESSY  of  the  Inter- 
national Journeymen  Barbers  Union  of  A.  who  gave  a 
stirring  address  speaking  of  the  conditions  now  con- 


fronting   organized    labor,    speaking    of    the    N.R.A., 
thanked  the  State  Branch  for  their  assistance  to  the 
Barbers  in  helping  pass  the  Barbers  License  Law  in  this 
state;  spoke  very  highly  of  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  our  State  Branch  who  he  said  "were  two  of  the  most 
outstanding  characters  that  it  has  been  his  pleasure  to 
meet  throughout  the  country".  He  spoke  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  machinery  in  the  several  trades,  the  shoe  trade, 
the  cigar  trade,  the  flint  glass  workers  and  others  and 
of  the  terrible  hardship  it  had  brought  about  through 
the  displacement  of  the  worker  in  these  industries;  spoke 
of  the  tremendous  number  of  unemployed,  those  work- 
ing part  time,  those  on  welfare  and  felt  there  was  no 
need  in  such  a  country  as  ours  for  people  being  in  want 
and  need.   He  went  into  at  length  of  the  many  problems 
facing  the  workers  in  this  country  and  stated  that  only 
through  harmony,  co-operation,  working  for  and  with 
each  other  could  benefits  to  the  labor  movement  be  ac- 
complished.   He  spoke  of  the  newspapers  and  their  atti- 
tude towards  the  worker;  mentioned  the  struggle  of  the 
Typos  in  the  City  of  Springfield  and  praised  their  pub- 
lication which  they  had  put  out.     He  praised  the  State 
Federation  for  its  accomplishments  and  congratulated 
them  on  their  50th  anniversary,  hoped  we  would  have  a 
convention  such  as  we  never  had  before,  one  with  feel- 
ing, with  sympathy  and  with  the  spirit  that  draws  one 
to  another   closer   and   closer   and   that  we   would,   he 
felt,  attain  the  objects  and  the  aims  of  our  accomplish- 
ments. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  President  Shaughnessy  for 
his  inspiring  speech.  At  this  time  he  called  on  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Credentials  Commitfee  to  give  a  report 
which  was  as  follows: 


ROLL  CALL  OF  DELEGATES 


BEVERLY 

Carpenters  878 

Edward  Thompson 

BOSTON 
C.  L.  U. 

Thomas  Burns 
Harry  Grages 

Amalgamated   Clothingr  Workers 

Jack  Blume 
Adolph  Martini 
Joseph  Salerno 
Herbert  Haffer 
Lesley  Richards 
Nora  Quimet 

Am.  Federation  of  Actors 

Tom  Senna 

Asbestos  Workers  6 

E.  A.  Johnson 

Boilermakers  29 
Daniel  B.  Mclnnes 


Bookbinders  16 

Frank  Callahan 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers  "O' 

John  J.  Mara 

Bottlers  &  Drivers  122 

Michael  J.  Hines 

Brewery  Workers   14 

Otto  Buchwald 

Bricklayers  3 

John  Dailly 
Walter  Carter 

Bricklayers  8 

William  P.  Urbati 

Bricklayers   22 

Edmond  Russell 

Bridgetenders  12333 

Francis  F.  Morse 


Carmen  589 

John  C.  Carey 
Matthew  J.  McLaughlin 
John  H.  McAnulty 
Frank  L.   Shaughnessy 
Michael  J.  O'Hare 
Michael  J.  Walsh 
William  F.  Nutley 
Timothy  J.  Mahoney 
William  A.  Roche 
John  J.  Cronin 
Thomas  W.  Bowe 
Patrick  White 
Patrick  F.  Donahue 
Michael  J.  Flanagan 
Thomas  F.  Walsh 

Carpenters  40 

John  N.  Hodge 
Moses  Brussard 
James  Driscoll 

Carpenters  51 

Frank  J.  Thome 
William  J.  Barry 
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Cement  Finishers  534 

John  Carroll 

Cigar  Clerks  874 

John  J.  Donohue 

Cigar  Machine  Operators   101 

Rose  Ellis  Elfman 

Cloak  &  Dressmakers 

Saul  Herscovitz 
Henry  Tockman 
David  Gingold 

Coopers  89 

James  J.  Doyle 

Electrical  Workers  103 

Rudolph  N.  Marginot 
John  E.  Deady 
Edward  C.  Carroll 
Stanley  B.  Barton 
Frank  L.  Kelly 

Electrical  Workers  104 

John  F.  O'Keefe 

Electrical  Workers  717 

Leo  Mellyn 

Electrotypers  11 

Martin  J.  Casey 

Engineers  849 

Roderick  McKinnon 

Elevator  Constructors  4 

John  C.  MacDonald 

Firemen  3 

Garrett  Connelly 
Herman  Koster 

Gas  Distribution  Workers  15268 

Charles  Clasby 
Charles  O'Reilly 
Myles  Connors 

Glaziers  1044 

John  J.  Geary 

Hoisting  &  Port.  Engineers  4 

James  R.  J.  MacDonald 
James  J.  Bird 

Hotel  &  Rest.  Employees  34 

John  J.  Kearney 
Richard  W.  Garrity 
John  W.  Conley 
Saul  Swartzman 
Christopher  Lane 


Iron  Workers  7 

William  J.  Reynolds 
James  McDonald 

Ladies'  Underwear  Workers   179 

Maud  F.  Van  Vaerenwyck 
Florence  A.  Allen  (Alt.) 

Lathers  72 

Frank  Conway 

Laundry  Drivers  168 

Nathan  Hurwitz 

Machinists  264 

Charles  Campfield 

Milk  Wagon  Drivers  380 

Harry  Le  Clair 
John  Donovan 
David  Flynn 

Metal  Polishers  95 

John  J.  Flynn 

Moving  Picture  Operators  182 

James  F.  Burke 

Musicians  9 

George  Gibbs 
Herman  P.  Liehr 
Mary  V.   Murphy 
James  W.  Hawkes 
James  T.  Kenney 

Newspaper  Chauffeurs  259 

Louis  Leventhal 
Abraham  Pearlstein 

Newspaper  Writers  17662 

Michael  J.  Flynn 

Painters    1 1 

Andrew  Burt 
Michael  Flaherty 
Charles  J.  Webber 

Painters  1138 

Frank  J.  Long 

Paper  Rulers  13 

Daniel  J.  McDonald 

Piano  &  Furniture  Movers  82 

P.  H.  Jennings 

Plumbers  12 

Timothy  A,  Callahan 

Pressmen  67 

Edward  T.  Gay 


Press  Assistants   18 

Anthony  J.  De  Andrade 

Sheet  Metal  Workers  17 

James  T,  Moriarty 
Alfred  Ellis,  Jr. 
James  E.  Brooks 

Sign  Writers  391 

John  F.  Welsh 

Stage  Entployees  11 

James  J.  O'Brien 
P.  Frank  Meagher 

Stenographers   14965 

Aaron  Velleman 

Stereotypers  2 

Henry  W.  Nelson 

Stone  Masons  9 

John  MacLaren 

Teamsters  25 

John  M.  Sullivan 
Nathan  Higgins 
Walter  L.  Ells 
John  Buckley 
Nicholas  Morrissey 
Michael  O'Donnell 
Richard  Brace 
Edward  Jenkins 
Joseph  Lacey 

Teamsters  379 

Charles  A.  Burns 

Telegraphers  55 

S.  F.  De  Vincent 
Rose  Norwood  (Alt.) 

Telephone  Operators  1-A 

Grace  Barry 
Mary  Reagan 

Typographical  13 

J.  Arthur  Moriarty 
S.  J.  McBride 
Dugald  MacCallum 
Thomas  J.  Gethins 
Thomas  M.  Nolan 
Thomas  J.  Fitzmaurice 
John  F.  Perkins 
Leslie  E.  Dennison 
William  G.  Griffin 

United  Garment  Workers  1 

Nathan  Sidd 
Anthony  D'Amore 

United  Garment  Workers  163 

Bertha  L.  Zepf 
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United  Hatters  6 

Charles  Morris 

Upholsterers  53 

Patrick  J.  Sullivan 

Waitresses  112 

Eva  M.  Rankin 

Web  Pressmen  3 

John  N.  Badaracco 
Walter  A.  Laverty 
Morris  Krauss 

Women's  Trade  Union  League 

Mary  Gordon  Thompson 

BROCKTON 

C.  L.  U. 

James  O'Connell 
Daniel  Harrington 

Boot  &  Shoe  38 

Bernard  F.  Smith 

Carmen  235 

William  O.  McGowan 

Gas  Workers  18583 

John  Collins 

Painters  296 

J.  A.  Johnson 

CAMBRIDGE 
C.  L.  U. 

Harry  W.  Joel 
Frank  Smith 

Gas  Workers  19353 

William  Cronin 

Rubber  Workers  19002 

Salvatore  Camelio 
Frank  J.  Sheehan 

Teachers   195 

Katherine  Greene 

CHARLESTOWN 

Machinists  634 

Robert  E.  Meehan 

CHELSEA 
Carmen  240 

Martin  J.  Flaherty 


CHICOPEE 


Barbers  199 

J.  Audett 


Bartenders  116 

Francis  W.  Farrell 

Brewery  Workers  141 

Nikolous  Schilz 

Federal  Labor  Union  18518 

David  Angus 
John  Brown 

Federal  Labor  Union  19469 

James  McQueen 

Rubber  Workers  18363 

Thomas  F.  Burns 
Fred  Pezzini 

EASTHAMPTON 

Carpenters  1375 

Adam  Kurtz 

EVERETT 

Gas  &  Coke  Employees   18538 

Robert  Strachan 
Charles  L.  Maddox 
William  J.  Small 

FALL  RIVER 
C.  L.  U. 

George  H.  Cottell 

Clothing  Workers  177 

Sam  Herman 

Doffers  &  Spinners  1057 

John  L.  Campos 

Garment  Workers  178 

William  Ross 

Print  Workers  1044 

Mariano  S.  Bishop 

Weavers  24 

Edward  F.  Doolan 

FARNUMSVILLE 
Upholstery  Workers  2419 

Thomas  Eccleston 

FITCHBURG 
Barbers  284 

Thomas  Chapman 

Bricklayers  19 

Charles  F.  Sweeney 

GREENFIELD 
Electrical  Workers  761 

Walter  Kenefick 


Machinists    481 

Arthur  J.  King 

Stage  Employees  596 

L.  O.  Perrere 

HAVERHILL 
Bill  Posters  64 

Daniel  J.  Shea 

Cooks  &  Waiters  201 

John  H.  Gillis 

Moving  Picture  Operators  397 

Edward  M.  Foley 

HOLYOKE 
C.  L.  U. 

Francis  M.  Curran 
Michael  J.  McLain 

Bakery  Workers  96 

Louis  P.  Wagelin 

Bartenders  81 

Thomas  J.  Durnin 

Bookbinders  48 

James  E.  Wolfe 

Carpenters  390 

Fred  Tessier 

Engineers  466 

John  J.  Bresnahan 

Painters  253 

Joseph  A.  Hortee,  Jr. 

Papermakers   1 

George  Welsh 

Plumbers  233 

Frank  R.  Elting 

Silk  &  Rayon  Workers  1929 

Emily  Hallei^ 

Thread  Workers  2228 

Archie  Turconi 
Joseph  J.  Jakubasz 

LAWRENCE 
C.  L.  U. 

Robert  J.  Watt 
Fred  J.  Graham 

Bricklayers   10 

James  F.  Hughes 

Carmen  261 

John  H.  Leonard 
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Carpenters  111 

Matthew  P.  Maney 

Carpenters  551 

Gedeon  Champagn^e 

Carpenters  1092 

James  R.  Menzie 

Electrical  Workers  326 

John  F.  O'Neill 

Gas  Workers  19139 

M.  F.  Donovan,  Jr. 

Hotel  Employees  90 

Frank  L.  McDermott 

Letter  Carriers  212 

Maurice  F.  McKenna 

Musicians  372 

John  P.  Millington 

Painters   44 

James  P.  Meehan 

Stage  Employees   111 

Ralph  J.  Young 

Teachers  244 

Walter  A.  Sidley 

Teamsters  477 

Timothy  H.  O'Neill 

Typographical  51 

John  Wade 

LOWELL 
C.  L.  U. 

Edward  C,  Eno 
Stephen  Sullivan 

Bartenders  85 

John  Woods 

Firemen  14 

John  F.  Mclnerney 

Moving  Picture  Operators  546 

Sidney  Le  Bow 

Teamsters  49 

William  F.  Brooks 

LYNN 
C.  L.  U. 

Leo  F.  Barber 
William  A.  Nealey 


Carmen  238 

Benjamin  F.  Simpson 

Electrical  Workers  622 

Charles  D.  Keaveney 

Stage  Employees  245 

Jack  Kanosky 

Teamsters  42 

William  H.  Davis 

MALDEN 
Gas  Workers  18393 

James  Nelson 

METHUEN 

Carpenters    1215 

John  Mulcahy 

MILFORD 
Boot  &  Shoe  Workers  40 

John  F.  Reardon 

Quarry  Workers  71 

Patrick  J.  Dacey 

NATICK 
Painters  916 

Stephen  J.  Angleton 

NEW  BEDFORD 

C.  L.  U. 

George  Sanderson 
John  D.  Connors 

Barbers  447 

Arthur  J.  Cadieux 

Bartenders   100 

John  W.  Devlin 
Edward  J.  Smith  (Alt.) 

Carders  &  Spinners  36 

Herbert  Severs 

Carpenters   1416 

Antonio  England 

Loomfixers   2 

Wm.  E.  G.  Batty 

Ring  Twisters  1644 

Manuel  Silva 

Teachers  263 

Frederick  W.  Ringdahl 

Weavers  1 

William  Baron 


NEWTON 
Bricklayers  32 

Martin  L.  Dorsey 

Machinists  788 

Charles  Boston 

NORTH  ADAMS 
Bartenders  125 

Arlington  W.  Moran 

NORTHAMPTON 
Beverage  Dispensers  113 

William  H.  Murphy 

Teachers   230 

Harold  J.  Faulkner 

NORWOOD 
Bookbinders  176 

John  J.  Connolly 

QUINCY 
C.  L.  U. 

Gustave  A.  Oster 

Barbers  390 

Paul  De  Angelo 

Carmen  253 

Robert  J.  Egan 

Granite  Cutters 

Costanzo  Pagnano 

Machinists  108 

Arthur  R.  Boyson 

SALEM 
Barbers  385 

Silas  N.  Lapham 

SOMERVILLE 

C.  L.  U. 

Robert  F.  McGuire 
Joseph  Jacobs 

SPRINGFIELD 

C.  L.  U. 

John  F.  Gatelee 
M.  J.  Scanlon 

Bakery  Workers  32 

Eugene  A.  Pasini 

Barbers  30 

Charles  W.  Short 

Bartenders  67 

Francis  J.  Maloney 
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Bill  Posters   15 

David  Roberts 

Brewery  Workers   143 

William  Kalista 

Bricklayers  1 

Raymond  J.  Britton 

Carmen    448 

E.  A.  Raleigh 
J.   P.   Coughlin 

Carpenters   177 

Harry  Hogan 

Electrical  Workers  7 

Charles  E.  Caffrey 

Engineers  602 

Harry  A.  Russell 

Federal  Labor  Union  18385 

Seymour  E.  Allen 

Federal  Labor  Union  18476 

Joseph  T.  Masucci 
Mary  Okrongly 

Hotel  Employees  273 

Otto  Damb 

Iron  Workers  357 

Joseph  W.  McGuire 

Laborers  69 

David  Consolati 

Linoleum  Mechanics  52 

Thomas  F.  O'Donnell 

Match  Workers  18734 

Bart  W.  Shea 

Metal  Polishers  30 

Charles  A.  Dixon 

Painters   257 

A.  Marcieux 

Plumbers  89 

David  A.  Goggin 

Post  Office  Clerks  497 

James  E.  Walsh 

Pressmen  85 

George  J.  Mayf  orth 

Stage  Employees  53 

Daniel  A.  Haggerty 

Moving  Picture  Operators  186 

Benjamin  G.  Hull 


Steamfitters  603 

John  J.  Hoey 

Tailors  26 

C.  A.  Ragman 

Sheet  Metal  Workers  63 

John  P.  Shea 

Tile,    Marble    Helpers    97 

Victor  Zancan 

Teamsters  404 

Benjamin  E.  Naylor 

Typographical   216 

Albert  L.  Ramsay 

Wire  Weavers  Association 

Albert  J.  Jefferson 

TAUNTON 
C.  L.  U. 

Francis  P.  Fenton 

Silver  Workers  11 

Ralph  L.  Ricketson 

WALTHAM 
Carmen  600 

William  T,  Egan 

Jewelry  Workers  80 

Henry  J.  Moynihan 

Lathers   142 

Frank  J.  Burke 

Stage  Employees  505 
P.  J.  Doheny 

WARE 
Compressed  Air  Workers  388 

Alfred  D.  Kraemer 

WESTFIELD 

C.  L.  U. 

John  J.  Bannon 
Kenneth  I.  Taylor 

WOBURN 

Carpenters  885 
B.  P.  Winchester 

WORCESTER 
C.  L.  U. 

Patrick  J.  Begney 
Samuel  Donnelly 

Bartenders  95 

James  H.  Loughliit 


Carmen  22 

William  E.  Holden 
John  M.  Shea 

Cigar  Makers  92 

William  Steur 

Electrical  Workers  96 

George  H.  Miller 

Engineers  75 

Robert  A.  Burns 

Firemen   88 

John  H.  Ashe 

Musicians  143 

Walter  Hazelhurst 

Pressmen   29 
C.  Rogiers 

Stage  Employees  96 

John  E.  Hauser 

Teamsters  170 

Thomas  Enwright 

Typographical  165 

Freeman  Saltus 

Wire  Workers  19859 

Wesley  D.  Richards 
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Recommendation  of  the  Credential  Committee  to  seat 
all  delegates  was  upon  MOTION  carried  by  the  body. 

Chairmen  of  Committees  on  Rules,  Guests,  Officers 
Reports  announced  meetings  of  their  committees  imme- 
diately after  adjournment. 

President  Gatelee  announced  that  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing the  Union  Label  committee  would  distribute  tickets 
to   everyone,   delegates   and   guests,   and   the   winning 


tickets  would  receive  union  label  articles  which  were 
displayed  in  the  lobby  of  the  auditorium  and  he  hoped 
all  delegates  would  take  part  in  the  drawing. 

MOTION  made  and  seconded  that  the  session  adjourn 
and  reconvene  at  2  o'clock  P.M.  Motion  carried  and 
President  Gatelee  impressed  the  delegates  with  the 
necessity  of  attending  every  session  of  the  convention. 

Session  adjourned  at  12.25  P.M. 


MONDAY,  AUGUST  5,   1935 
FIRST  DAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION 


The  afternoon  session  on  Monday,  August  5,  was 
called  to  order  by  President  John  Gatelee  at  2.15  p.  m. 

He  introduced  Joseph  R.  White,  official  representative 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  of  which 
organization  he  was  Vice  President. 

Vice  President  JOSEPH  WHITE  stated  the  last  time 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  the  State  Federation 
convention  in  Mass.  was  at  Worcester  in  1923,  that  he 
was  pinch  hitting  for  International  President  Thos.  F. 
McMahon  who  was  busy  at  Uxbridge  in  an  effort  to 
settle  the  controversy  there.  He  spoke  of  the  blow  his 
organization  had  received  through  the  action  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  calling  the  N.R.A.  unconstitutional. 
He  spoke  of  the  situation  in  the  textile  industry  in  New 
England,  in  the  south  and  elsewhere;  mentioned  the 
National  Labor  Industrial  Act  which  took  much  time  in 
drawing  up  but  would  be  of  benefit  to  their  members 
if  passed  as  same  included  a  $15  per  week  minimum 
wage,  30  hour  week  with  the  Black  Bill  incorporated; 
stated  they  were  going  to  ask  the  support  of  every 
congressman  and  senator  in  the  48  states,  that  Pres. 
McMahon  was  going  to  ask  the  support  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  to  put  this  measure  into  law  so 
that  all  can  compete.  He  spoke  of  the  Reconstruction 
Finance  bill,  the  Child  Labor  Amendment,  the  loans 
granted  to  the  railroads,  the  N.R.A.  and  stated  whenever 
there  was  a  bill  introduced  that  would  help  the  employer 
or  the  bankers,  it  was  passed  but  any  law  introduced 
in  behalf  of  the  workers  which  would  benefit  them,  was 
declared  unconstitutional.  Spoke  of  the  question  of 
state  rights  which  was  usually  injected  at  such  times 
and  gave  an  instance  of  the  recent  storms  in  New  York 
state  when  his  governor  wired  Washington  for  assist- 
ance which  was  forthcoming  in  this  emergency  and 
where  they  did  not  inject  the  question  of  state  rights. 
He  stated  the  only  time  labor  can  get  anything  is  when 
it  wakes  up  and  shows  its  economic  strength,  that  labor 
must  go  on  the  picket  line  and  in  the  union  and  show 
its  strength  also  with  ballots;  that  anytime  there  are 
leaders  who  politically  go  against  the  mass  of  workers 
that  labor  must  unite  at  once;  felt  there  was  never  a 
time  in  the  history  of  the  country  when  labor  had  a 
right  to  organize  without  the  interference  of  the  em- 


ployer and  further  felt  labor  should  mobilize  and  go  out 
and  get  what  rightfully  belongs  to  them.  He  wished 
the  delegates  much  success  in  their  deliberations. 

President  Gatelee  after  thanking  Brother  White  for 
attending  and  expressing  such  words  of  encouragement, 
next  introduced  the  Honorable  Judd  Dewey,  Deputy 
Commissioner  of  Savings  Bank  Life  Insurance  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

HONORABLE  JUDD  DEWEY  welcomed  the  dele- 
gates and  stated  he  was  very  pleased  to  attend  this 
convention;  stated  he  had  listened  to  President  Gatelee 
give  his  report  and  felt  we  could  indeed  be  proud  because 
of  the  legislation  this  year  enacted  in  behalf  of  the 
workers;  spoke  at  length  of  Savings  Bank  Life  Insur- 
ance, which  he  stated  would  save  the  worker  many 
dollars.  Compared  the  charges  premiums  payments  of 
the  ordinary  insurance  policy  from  the  big  companies 
with  that  of  the  Savings  Bank  Insurance  and  showed 
with  statistics  wherein  the  workers  could  save  millions 
of  dollars  yearly.  He  urged  the  members  of  organized 
labor  to  go  back  and  tell  their  locals  about  this,  urged 
them  to  try  and  save  this  money  they  were  paying  out 
each  year  to  the  private  insurance  companies  and  get 
the  protection  they  should  have.  Gave  an  instance  of 
one  of  the  large  unions  in  Boston  which  had  allowed 
them  to  make  a  survey  of  its  members  and  thereby 
gave  them  statistics  by  which  they  could  prove  just 
what  the  workers  were  losing  through  paying  weekly 
premiums  instead  of  annual  premiums,  and  by  getting 
their  insurance  from  the  big  insurance  companies  rather 
than  from  the  Savings  Bank  Life  Insurance  companies. 
He  stated  this  was  not  a  new  idea,  it  was  old  and  that 
organized  labor  had  helped  put  it  across  and  he  con- 
*cluded  by  again  urging  the  workers  to  buy  savings  bank 
policies  in  place  of  the  weekly  premium  policies. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  Judd  Dewey  for  his  inter- 
esting speech  on  this  problem  which  he  stated  was 
near  to  all  and  he  hoped  the  delegates  would  interest 
themselves  in  this  sort  of  policy  and  felt  the  matter 
should  be  given  due  consideration  so  that  the  worker 
could  save  this  money. 
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He  next  introduced  Alfred  Baker  Lewis,  State  Secre- 
tary of  the  Socialist  Party  who  he  stated  had  worked 
hand  in  hand  with  them  during  this  legislative  year  at 
the  State  House. 

ALFRED  BAKER  LEWIS  greeted  the  convention 
at  its  50th  session,  stated  it  was  a  great  pleasure  for 
him  to  be  there  and  he  hoped  this  convention  would 
surpass  all  other  conventions.  He  mentioned  the  dif- 
ferent legislative  bills  which  had  been  enacted,  he  spoke 
of  the  organizing  drives,  of  the  many  strikes,  the  picket 
lines  on  which  he  had  worked,  etc.,  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  state  branch  would  continue  its  fight, 
its  plodding  until  every  man  and  woman  who  was  work- 
ing for  a  living  would  be  a  member  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor;  he  felt  at  that  time  we  could 
elect  friends  of  labor  to  sit  at  the  State  House  and  we 
would  not  need  to  beg  for  legislation  for  the  protection 
and  benefit  of  the  worker.  He  hoped  for  a  very  power- 
ful union  of  all  workers  capable  of  telling  the  bosses 
where  to  get  off  and  that  the  organization  of  the  workers 
would  soon  become  strong  enough  to  stop  the  exploi- 
tation of  the  workers  by  the  employers  and  manufac- 
turers. 

President  Gatelee  introduced  at  this  time  a  colleague 
of  his  in  the  person  of  BROTHER  JOHN  BARRY, 
President  of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Federation  of 
Labor  who  welcomed  the  delegates  to  this  50th  jubilee 
convention  and  extended  the  greetings  of  the  members 
of  organized  labor  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  He 
referred  to  the  question  of  state  rights  which  had  been 
mentioned  stating  that  the  Labor  movement  did  not 
recognize  any  state  rights  insofar  as  our  general  aims 
and  desires  were  concerned.  He  felt  the  many  problems 
confronting  all  of  us  and  which  would  be  taken  up  at 
this  convention  would  be  of  much  assistance  to  his 
organization  when  they  meet  and  that  his  presence 
would  help  them  in  the  discussion  of  the  same  and  other 
problems.  He  stated  the  work  accomplished  was  due 
to  the  foundation  laid  by  the  pioneers  in  the  early  days 
and  mentioned  the  Cigarmakers  Union  of  which  he  is 
a  member  and  which  was  one  of  the  strongest  groups 
of  labor.  He  extended  an  invitation  to  the  members 
of  organized  labor  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  and 
assured  the  delegates  they  would  always  be  welcome  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  He  praised  the  officers 
of  our  state  branch  and  stated  it  was  an  extreme 
pleasure  to  have  worked  with  them  and  received  their 
cooperation  which  they  were  ever  ready  and  willing  to 
extend.  He  hoped  the  convention  would  be  successful 
and  he  felt  it  would  as  the  delegates  he  said  "had  the 
will  to  do  and  the  brains  to  do  with." 

President  Gatelee  thanked  President  Barry  of  the 
New  Hampshire  State  Federation  of  Labor  for  the 
splendid  talk  and  fine  wishes  for  the  success  of  this 
convention. 

At  this  time  he  called  on  Secretary  Watt  to  read  to 
the  delegates,  copies  of  the  Resolutions  which  had  been 
turned  in  and  which  after  being  read  to  the  convention 
would  be  referred  to  the  Resolutions  Committee. 


Secretary  Watt  read  several  such  resolutions,  also 
a  proposed  change  in  Article  IIIA  of  the  constitution, 
this  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution. 

CHARLES  D.  KEAVENEY,  Vice  President  of  the 
International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  was 
the  next  speaker  introduced  by  President  Gatelee  and 
who  he  stated  had  been  very  helpful  in  the  past  year 
in  the  state  house.  Brother  Keaveney  greeted  the 
convention  and  welcomed  the  delegates  to  the  conven- 
tion and  stated  the  success  of  any  undertaking  depends 
entirely  upon  the  united  cooperation  of  all  organizations 
in  a  solution  of  a  common  problem  that  confronts  us. 
He  stated  he  was  representing  the  International  Broth- 
erhood of  Electrical  Workers  here  and  extended  to 
the  convention  its  heartiest  best  wishes  for  success. 
He  spoke  of  the  50th  anniversary  which  is  being  cele- 
brated at  this  convention,  of  the  beautiful  history  of 
the  struggles  of  50  years  in  this  state,  of  the  many 
changes  in  the  labor  movement  which  had  taken  place 
through  evolution  and  he  spoke  very  highly  of  the  un- 
tiring efforts  of  President  Gatelee  and  Secretary  Watt 
at  the  State  House  and  stated  while  it  was  a  great  deal 
that  they  had  received  the  cooperation  of  the  affiliated 
bodies,  still  the  credit  was  mostly  due  to  these  two 
leaders  of  the  State  Branch.  He  spoke  of  the  many 
different  things  that  had  taken  place  since  his  residence 
in  the  past  18  years  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  and 
told  of  the  effectiveness  of  effort  when  all  cooperated 
throughout  the  state,  in  every  local  union.  He  urged 
that  all  work  together,  that  none  should  allow  anything 
to  be  injected  into  this  convention  which  would  cause 
a  split  in  the  ranks  of  labor,  for  he  stated,  that  was 
what  the  employer  wanted,  splits  in  the  ranks  of  labor. 
He  urged  the  necessity  of  working  together  for  he 
stated  the  bankers,  the  manufacturing  and  employing 
interests  are  watching  this  convention  hoping  and  pray- 
ing that  some  question  will  be  injected  that  will  tend 
to  divide  the  strength  of  this  movement  that  has  been 
responsible  for  our  success  in  the  past  year;  he  hoped 
differences  would  be  forgotten,  that  personal  ambitions 
would  be  forgotten  and  that  all  trades  would  go  out  of 
this  convention  united  as  one,  more  harmonious  than 
ever  in  the  history  of  this  organization.  He  spoke  of 
the  N.R.A.  and  the  many  other  problems  confronting 
us;  stated  when  the  N.R.A.  was  enacted  the  employers 
injected  many  issues  which  they  felt  would  cause  labor 
to  split  and  they  were  successful  to  a  degree  in  bringing 
about  some  such  action  and  the  result  was  that  Labor, 
instead  of  strengthening  its  forces  to  fight  the  em- 
ployer, the  banker,  the  manufacturer,  and  while  they 
were  fighting  amongst  themselves  as  to  what  organi- 
zation they  should  belong  to,  whether  this  or  that  should 
prevail.  He  pledged  the  support  of  his  International 
Organization  to  any  and  all  who  might  call  upon  them 
and  hoped  the  convention  would  be  a  huge  success. 

The  next  speaker  introduced  by  President  Gatelee, 
was  ARCHIE  A.  GILLIS,  General  Organizer  of  the 
United  Association  of  Plumbers  and  Steamfitters  who 
stated  he  felt  it  a  signal  honor  to  be  privileged  today 
to  address  this  convention  and  extend  the  greetings  and 
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well  wishes  of  the  United  Association  of  Plumbers  and 
Steamfitters.  Stated  he  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
lengthy  speech,  that  Brother  Keaveney  had  practically 
said  all  that  could  be  said  but  that  he  wanted  to  em- 
phasize the  remarks  made  by  Brother  Keaveney  with 
regard  to  President  Gatelee  and  Bob  Watt,  that  it  was 
due  to  their  wonderful  support  and  that  of  the  vice 
presidents  of  the  State  Branch  that  we  could  gather 
hei'e  today  to  listen  to  such  wonderful  reports  of  the 
accomplishments  of  Labor  in  the  past  year.  He  felt  it 
was  very  encouraging  to  be  able  to  hear  such  achieve- 
ments and  that  it  inspired  the  labor  movement  to  con- 
tinue on  in  its  fight  for  better  conditions  for  the  workers. 
He  pointed  out  the  fact  that  most  of  the  pioneer  work 
had  been  started  in  this  state  of  Massachusetts  and 
that  it  was  up  to  us  to  continue  this  splendid  work  to 
show  other  sections  of  the  country  the  progress  we  are 
making.  He  stated  that  this  convention  must  here 
resolve  and  carry  into  effect  such  a  resolve,  that  we 
will  go  out  and  organize  everyone  who  is  entitled  to  be 
organized  and  become  pai't  of  the  great  labor  movement^ 
when  and  where  it  is  possible  to  do  so  and  he  closed  by 
wishing  the  deliberations  of  this  convention  would  be 
equally  as  successful  as  those  of  the  1934  sessions. 

Chairman  E.  A.  Johnson  of  the  Resolutions  Committee 
announced  a  meeting  of  said  committees  to  be  held 
immediately. 

Brother  Nathan  Sidd  of  the  United  Garment  Workers 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  delegates  the  display  of 
Union  Made  articles  in  the  lobby,  and  again  reminded 
them  of  the  drawing  which  would  take  place  in  the 
morning  for  said  articles. 

Upon  questions  from  members  of  Bricklayers  Local 
3  of  Boston  as  to  whether  a  Local  Union  had  authorized 
the  introducing  of  certain  resolutions  by  one  of  the 
delegates.  President  Gatelee  stated  each  and  every 
delegate  individually,  as  well  as  the  local  unions  had  a 
perfect  right  to  send  in  resolutions  to  this  convention. 

Chairman  HARRY  W.  JOEL  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules  was  called  upon  at  this  time  stated  they  had  met, 
organized  and  elected  a  Secretary,  Delegate  Winchester 
upon  whom  he  called  to  give  the  report  of  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  on  Rules  met  at  the  immediate  close 
of  the  morning  session  of  the  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Federation  of  Labor. 

CHAIRMAN  HARRY  JOEL  of  the  Cambridge  C.L.U. 
presided — and  a  motion  to  elect  a  Secretary  to  the 
committee  was  entertained.  B.  P.  Winchester's  name, 
of  Local  885,  U.B.C.  and  J.  of  A.,  was  presented,  the 
nominations  closed  by  vote  and  the  election  was  carried 
out  in  form. 

The  following  10  delegates,  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, were  present — Chairman  Joel,  John  M.  Shea, 
Myles  Connors,  Joseph  Salerno,  Nathan  Hurwitz,  John 


Buckley,  Fred  Pezzini,  Bart  Shea,  John  J.  Bannon,  B.  P. 
Winchester. 

Seven  committee  members  did  not  attend  the  meeting. 

The  amended  rules  were  read  by  the  secretary  and  a 
motion  presented  that  the  rules  of  the  1934  convention 
be  also  the  rules  for  this  convention  of  1935.  The 
motion  was  unanimously  carried.  ' 

RULES   OF   ORDER 

1.  At  the  opening  of  the  convention,  the  President 
shall  take  the  chair,  call  the  convention  to  order  and  the 
Secretary  shall  read  the  Call. 

2.  A  roll  call  shall  be  taken  upon  any  question  before 
the  convention  upon  demand  of  25  delegates. 

3.  Sixty-five  delegates  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business. 

4.  No  resolutions  or  proposed  amendments  to  the 
constitution  shall  be  received  after  5  p.  m.  on  the  second 
day  of  the  convention  except  by  majority  vote. 

5.  The  sessions  of  the  convention  shall  be  held  between 
the  hours  of  9.30  A.  M.  and  12  M  and  from  2  to  5  P.  M., 
except  that  on  the  opening  day  the  session  shall  conyene ,' 

at  10  A.  M.  ,-.  ^ 

6.  Any   member   rising   to    speak   shall,   after  beiiig- 
recognized  by  the  Chair,  give  his  name,  the  name  and 
number  of  the  local  he  represents  and  the  location  of 
the  same. 

7.  The  limitation  of  debate  on  all  questions  shall  be 
five  minutes.     No  delegate  shall  be  permitted  to  speak  : 
more  than  twice  on  any  one  question  without  two-thirds : 
vote  of  the  convention. 

8.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  presiding  officer, 
or  read,  it  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover,  at  any 
time  previous  to  the  amendment  or  final  decision,  by 
consent  of  the  convention. 

9.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall 
be  received  but  to  adjourn;  to  lay  on  the  table;  for  the 
previous  question;  to  postpone  to  a  certain  day;  to 
commit;  or  to  amend — which  several  motions  shall  have 
precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged.  ■ 
The  first  three  shall  not  be  amended  and  shall  be  de- 
cided without  debate;  a  two-thirds  vote  being  necessary 
to  carry  a  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

10.  Any  amendment  or  resolution  properly  intro- 
duced cannot  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  introducer 
of  such  amendment  or  resolution  has  had  an  opportunity 
to  speak. 

11.  When  a  motion  or  question  has  once  been  put  and 
carried  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  who  voted 
in  the  majority  to  move  for  a  reconsideration  thereof; 
but  a  motion  to  reconsider,  having  been  put  and  lost, 
shall  not  be  renewed. 


16 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 


12.  A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  must  receive  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  and 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

13.  The  rules  of  one  convention  shall  remain  in  force 
until  the  Committee  on  Rules  shall  report  at  the  next 
convention  and  the  report  be  accepted. 

14.  Roberts'  Manual  shall  be  the  recognized  author- 
ity on  all  questions  not  provided  in  these  laws. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

1.  Roll  Call  of  delegates. 

2.  Reading  of  Minutes. 

3.  Report  of  Special  Committees. 

4.  Report  of  Standing  Committees. 

5.  Unfinished  Business. 

6.  New  Business. 

7.  Good  of  the  Federation. 

8.  Adjournment. 

A  motion  was  presented  that  this  committee  recom- 
mend to  the  convention  that  we  stay  in  session  until 
1  P.  M.  on  Tuesday,  August  6,  1935,  and  that  we  then 
adjourn  to  take  advantage  of  the  splendid  entertain- 
ment provided  for  us  by  that  committee.  This  motion 
also  prevailed  unanimously. 

Another  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  we  adjourn 
at  4:30  P.  M.  on  Wednesday,  August  7,  1935  that  the 
convention  might  avail  itself  of  the  continued  enter- 
tainment featured  by  that  committee  so  generously 
for  us. 

The  Rules  Committee  adjourned  at  1:10  P.  M. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  P.  WINCHESTER, 

Sec.  to  Rules  Committee. 

Committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

Upon  MOTION  to  accept  the  recommendation,  Presi- 
dent Gatelee  called  for  a  vote  and  same  was  carried 
by  the  delegates  without  discussion,  and  rules  adopted. 

A  further  report  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Credential 
Committee  was  given  at  this  time  with  the  recommen- 
dation that  all  delegates  named  be  seated. 

MOTION  to  accept  this  recommendation  was  put  to 
a  vote  and  carried  by  the  body,  President  Gatelee  de- 
claring all  such  delegates  seated  in  the  convention. 

President  Gatelee  at  this  time  introduced  Mr.  M. 
Joseph  McCartin,  Director  New  England  Regional 
Labor  Board  who  greeted  the  convention,  stating  he 
was  very  glad  to  be  here  and  renew  old  acquaintances 


and  make  new  ones;  that  one  of  the  problems  which  he 
heard  mentioned  this  morning  was  the  Wagner  Labor 
Disputes  Act  recently  enacted  by  Congress  and  advised 
the  American  Federation  of  labor  hal  printed  copies 
of  this  law  which  he  was  informed  was  being  sent  for 
and  he  hoped  each  and  every  one  would  take  such  copy 
and  read  it  over  and  become  acquainted  with  it  so  that 
when  violations  occur  we  will  know  how  to  proceed  in 
the  proper  way.  He  spoke  of  the  New  England  Board 
which  he  said  was  at  this  time  inactive,  waiting  for 
the  new  committee  to  be  appointed  and  which  he  hoped 
would  be  headed  by  Former  Commissioner  of  Labor  of 
Massachusetts,  Edwin  F.  Smith.  He  wishes  the  dele- 
gates every  success  and  a  pleasant  convention. 

At  this  time  Secretary  Watt  read  a  telegram  from 
former  President  JAMES  T.  MORIARTY  who  was 
unable  to  attend  this  convention. 

Robert  Watt,  Secretary, 

Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor, 

Municipal  Auditorium, 

Springfield. 

GREETINGS  ON  YOUR  FIFTIETH  ANNIVER- 
SARY HOPING  YOUR  DELIBERATIONS  WILL  BE 
SUCCESSFUL.  CONGRATULATING  YOU  AND 
OTHER  OFFICERS  AND  DELEGATES  FOR  THEIR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS  OF  THE  PAST  AM  HOPING 
SUCCESS  FOR  THE  FUTURE  SORRY  I  AM  UN- 
ABLE  TO  BE  WITH  YOU— 

JAMES  T.  MORIARTY. 


Also  read  following  telegram  from  DAVID  DU- 
BINSKY,  International  President  of  the 'Ladies  Gar- 
ment Workers  of  America. 

Robert  J.  Watt,  Secretary  Treasurer, 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  Convention 
Springfield  Auditorium, 
Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

THE  ORGANIZED  WOMEN'S  GARMENT  WORK- 
ERS IN  MASSACHUSETTS  KNOW  WELL  THE 
VALUE  OF  THE  FINE  ASSISTANCE  YOUR 
STATE  FEDERATION  AND  ITS  OFFICERS  HAVE 
ALWAYS  RENDERED  THEM  IN  TIME  OF  STRESS 
AND  STRUGGLE  FOR  IMPROVEMENT  OF  WORK 
CONDITIONS.  UPON  THIS  EVENT  OF  YOUR 
FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY  I  DEEM  IT  A  PRIVI- 
LEGE TO  ASK  YOU  TO  CONVEY  TO  YOUR  DELE- 
GATES MY  SINCEREST  WISHES  FOR  A  SUC- 
CESSFUL CONVENTION  COUPLED  WITH  KEEN 
APPRECIATION  OF  YOUR  PLACE  OF  HONOR  IN 
THE  AMERICAN  LABOR  MOVEMENT  AND  WITH 
THE  HOPE  FOR  UNBROKEN  PROGRESS  IN  THE 
YEARS  TO  COME. 

DAVID  DUBINSKY, 
President,  International  Ladies 
Garment  Workers  Union. 
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President  Gatelee  introduced  at  this  time  BROTHER 
JOHN  FALVEY  representing  the  International  Hod 
Carriers,  Building  and  Common  Laborers  Union  of 
America  who  greeted  the  delegates  to  the  convention 
and  extended  the  greetings  of  his  International  Union. 
He  thanked  the  State  Branch  for  the  splendid  cooper- 
ation they  had  given  his  man  two  years  ago  at  the 
convention,  stated  they  have  prospered  in  those  dis- 
tricts and  it  has  been  much  easier  for  their  organi- 
zation. He  also  wanted  to  thank  the  officers  for  the 
good  work  done  at  the  State  House  in  regards  to  legis- 
lation and  felt  that  everyone  appreciates  their  efforts. 
He  advised  the  delegates  that  in  the  past  6  months,  his 
international  organization  had  gained  over  40,000  new 
members,  that  they  had  put  on  very  intensive  campaigns 
throughout  the  country  and  had  been  very  successful; 
mentioned  several  agreements  signed,  especially  one 
with  the  Sinclair  Oil  Company  where  the  men  were 
allowed  two  weeks  vacation  with  pay.  He  hoped  all 
would  work  together  and  that  we  would  have  a  good 
convention  and  stress  some  good  points  that  may  be  of 
interest  to  all  the  delegates  and  that  they  would  be 
here  for  many  more  conventions. 

The  next  speaker  introduced  by  President  Gatelee, 
who  he  said  was  of  the  Baby  Organization,  was  JAMES 
H.  NELSON,  new  National  Secretary  of  the  Gas  Work- 
ers Council.  Brother  Nelson  greeted  the  delegates  at 
this  50th  annual  convention,  quoted  a  speech  he  had 
heard  Brother  Watt  make  recently  wherein  he  stated 
in  talking  about  the  trials  and  tribulations  gone  through 
in  the  past  50  years,  that  there  was  no  one  who  would 
rather  have  lived  50  years  ago  than  today  any  more  than 
anyone  who  had  lived  50  years  ago  would  have  wanted 
to  live  100  years  ago.  He  spoke  of  the  organization  he 
represented,  stating  it  was  a  very  young  organization; 
spoke  of  the  transformations  all  of  which  he  stated 
are  characterized  by  dissent  and  bitterness  at  times 
because  they  say  that  civilization  too  has  its  growing 
pains.  Stated  they  were  organized  in  1933;  he  thanked 
the  officers  of  the  State  Branch  for  their  splendid  co- 
operation and  felt  with  cooperation  much  could  be  ac- 


complished. He  advised  he  had  just  been  informed  a 
movement  was  to  be  started  in  the  city  of  Haverhill 
for  the  organization  of  men  coming  under  his  organi- 
zation; spoke  of  the  Wagner  Labor  Disputes  Bill  and 
stated  he  was  much  interested  in  listening  to  President 
Gatelee  with  respect  to  its  constitutionality.  In  slavery 
debates  and  disputes,  "To  Douglass  the  letter  of  the  law 
was  the  law  of  the  land ;  to  Lincoln  the  will  of  the  people 
was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  so  will  it  be  with  the  Wag- 
ner Connery  Labor  Disputes  Bill  if  we  go  out  and  work 
and  make  the  will  of  the  people  and  particularly  the 
will  of  Organization  the  law  of  the  land." 

He  hoped  for  the  cooperation  of  the  labor  movement 
in  his  efforts  to  continue  organizing  his  men  and  hoped 
his  organization  would  have  a  bright  future,  and  wished 
the  delegates  success. 

President  Gatelee  in  thanking  Brother  Nelson  pre- 
dicted a  glowing  future  for  James  Nelson  and  his 
Organization. 

Members  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  were 
requested  to  report  Tuesday  morning  at  9.30  to  meet 
and  take  care  of  the  matters  entrusted  to  them. 

President  Gatelee  explained  the  convention  expected 
that  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Agent  Report  would  be  ready 
with  their  reports  tomorrow. 

Again  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  delegates  the 
Smoker  arranged  for  this  evening  at  the  Central  Labor 
Union  Headquarters,  at  8  o'clock. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  come  before  the 
session  at  this  time  President  Gatelee  declared  the 
afternoon  session  adjourned  and  announced  the  con- 
vention would  re-convene  Tuesday  morning  at  9.30 
o'clock. 

Adjourned  at  4.50  P.  M. 
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JOINT  REPORT 

of 

Executive  Council,  President,  Vice-Presidents 

Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative  Agent 


It  is  with  profound  regard  for  the  magnitude  of  our 
problems  that  the  Executive  Council  submit  to  you 
our  annual  report  with  recommendations  as  to  the 
course  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  the  labor 
movement  should  follow.  We  shall,  as  in  past  years, 
attempt  to  point  out  in  this  report  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  best  method  to  be  adopted  to  accomplish  the 
greatest  good  for  the  trade  union  movement  in  Massa- 
chusetts. That  there  are  changes  impending  greater 
than  ever  witnessed  by  anyone  living,  will  be  admitted 
by  thinking  people.  That  the  change  from  present  con- 
ditions to  a  new  economic  order  may  be  brought  about 
with  a  minimum  of  human  suffering,  is  the  problem 
of  the  delegates  attending  this  convention. 

We  shall  not  take  the  time  this  year  to  discuss  the 
National  Recovery  Act  which  has  been  declared  un- 
constitutional, and  which  it  seems  to  us  is  well  under- 
stood by  trade  union  members  as  well  as  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Council.  But  we  wish  to  point  out 
that  its  repeal  places  a  responsibility  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  organized  workers  because  unless  we 
meet  this  problem  with  practical  and  workable  methods 
of  getting  out  of  the  mess,  there  will  be  an  inevitable 
drift  toward  Fascism  which  neither  the  Supreme  Court 
nor  any  other  power  in  this  land  can  halt.  The  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  advocated  for  many  years  all 
that  the  Recovery  Act  contained.  The  right  to  join  a 
labor  organization,  the  right  to  bargain  collectively,  the 
right  to  have  a  voice  in  determining  wage  rates,  fair 
standards  for  the  operation  of  industry  and  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  wealth  created  by  human 
hands,  were  all  principles  fought  for  by  organized 
labor  for  many  years.  The  acceptance  of  these  prin- 
ciples by  such  a  large  part  of  the  citizenry  during  the 
life  of  the  Recovery  Act  provides  a  bright  spot  to 
what  is  otherwise  a  dark  cloud. 

Our  Fiftieth  Convention  finds  economic  progress 
toward  recovery  far  short  of  what  workers  had  a  rea- 
sonable right  to  expect.  There  will  not  be  rapid 
progress  until  such  time  as  employees  realize  and  ap- 
preciate what  a  constructive  labor  movement  could  do 
to  equalize  and  bring  about  a  fair  distribution  of 
wealth. 

We  present  this  report  to  the  jubilee  convention  with 
a  sense  of  appreciation  and  responsibility.  We  pay 
tribute  to  those  old  pioneers,  many  of  them  delegates 
to  this  convention,  who  blazed  the  way  and  shouted  the 
cause  of  the  worker  when  to  do  so  one  was  almost  a 
social  outcast.  We  salute  them.  Because  of  undying 
faith  and  perseverance  we  have  weathered  the  many 
storms  for  fifty  long  years. 


Your  Executive  Council  has  been  confronted  with 
many  problems  during  the  past  year,  and  because  of 
the  intelligence  and  confidence  that  the  members  of  our 
union  have  placed  in  the  Federation,  it  has  been  pos- 
sible to  accomplish  the  things  that  have  been  done  in 
behalf  of  the  workers  of  Massachusetts. 

If  there  is  one  recommendation  that  your  Council 
would  suggest  as  taking  precedence  over  all  others  in 
the  deliberation  of  this  convention,  it  is  that  the  dele- 
gates in  considering  all  matters  take  the  broad  view, 
and  that  we  at  no  time  sacrifice  principle  to  expedi- 
ency. 


ORGANIZATION 

The  importance  of  efficient  organization  and  the 
maintaining  of  it  must  not  be  overlooked  by  the  wage 
earner. 

With  the  passing  of  the  NRA  and  until  such  time 
as  the  Wagner  Labor  Bill  becomes  law,  which  we  hope 
will  be  in  the  near  future,  in  order  to  retain  the  advan- 
tages which  the  NRA  has  provided,  particularly  the 
right  to  bargain  collectively,  those  unions  already  or- 
ganized must  continue  to  work  diligently.  They  must 
endeavor  to  keep  their  membership  intact  and  keep 
improved  working  conditions,  shorter  hours  and  in- 
creased rates  of  wages.  This  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  the  united  effort  and  cooperation  of  each  and  every 
member  and  by  conscientious  work  by  the  officers  of 
each   union. 

There  is  nothing  new  about  organization  and  the  in- 
creasing need  of  it;  but,  unfortunately,  wage  earners 
in  some  localities  and  industries  have  been  slow  to  real- 
ize its  advantages.  Therefore,  these  workers  must  be 
shown  that  to  bargain  individually  is  futile,  to  attempt 
to  improve  one's  working  conditions  by  himself  is  im- 
possible, and,  unless  they  wish  to  continue  to  be  dom- 
inated by  the  employer  and  take  what  the  employer 
feels  like  giving,  they  must  be  "banded  together." 

The  Federation  of  Labor  urges  its  members  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  organization  among  workers  and  to  up- 
hold the  principles  of  organized  labor  that  the  wage 
earners  may  enjoy  a  higher  standard  of  living.  Fur- 
thermore, we  must  educate  those  workers  who  have 
benefited  by  the  efforts  of  the  organized,  by  having 
their  wages  increased  and  their  working  hours  short- 
ened, to  the  realization  that  the  manly  thing  to  do  now 
is  to  join  with  their  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  organi- 
zation of  their  craft. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 

The  unemployment  problem  in  the  United  States  to- 
day is  still  serious  despite  the  alleviation  given  by  the 
E.R.A.  and  P.W.A.  work  projects  and  the  establishment 
of  the  C.C.C.  camps.  The  peace  of  the  country  and  the 
welfare  of  its  people  would  indeed  face  grave  danger 
were  these  agencies  of  relief  by  any  chance  removed 
from  our  national  program.  Even  with  these  work- 
giving  projects,  there  are  many  men  still  unemployed. 

The  young  high  school  and  college  graduate  is  often 
unable  to  secure  work  for  several  years  after  complet- 
ing his  or  her  education.  This  condition  has  existed  for 
about  five  years  now  and  it  still  exists.  The  young 
person  who  has  been  able  to  go  to  high  school  or  col- 
lege usually  comes  from  a  family  that  is  financially 
able  to  support  itself,  however  meagerly.  The  fact  that 
his  family  is  not  in  actual  want  usually  bars  him  from 
securing  work  on  any  of  the  government's  programs. 
Although  he  has  food  and  shelter  he  has  not  the  pride 
and  contentment  that  he  would  have  were  he  able  to 
work  and  to  support  himself  and  save  and  plan  for  the 
future.  The  government  has  plans  for  the  aiding  of 
these  young  people  and  organized  labor  should  lend  its 
support  to  this  movement,  for  a  happy  and  contented 
youth  is  a  real  asset  to  a  country,  whereas  a  discour- 
aged and  disgruntled  youth  may  lead  to  serious  con- 
sequences. 

Then  on  the  other  extreme  is  the  man  over  forty- 
five  years  of  age  who  is  barred  from  gainful  employ- 
ment in  private  industry,  capable  and  willing  though 
he  may  be  to  do  a  day's  work.  Organized  labor  is  well 
aware  of  this  condition  and  has  waged  a  fight  against 
it,  but  despite  this  fact  this  discrimination  still  exists ; 
and  so  until  such  time  as  it  is  remedied,  organized 
labor  should  lend  its  support  to  all  government  pro- 
grams that  offer  a  living  wage  to  this  class  of  men. 

Besides  these  two  groups  of  unemployed  there  are 
the  thousands  of  able-bodied  men  who  are  unable  to 
secure  employment  in  private  industry  because  industry 
cannot  absorb  them.  Many  of  these  men  are  employed 
on  government  work-relief  programs,  many  others  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  other  members  of  the  family  are 
working,  have  no  work  whatever.  While  the  majority 
of  these  men  are  single,  their  plight  is  no  less  pitiful 
than  that  of  the  married  man.  Many  of  them  would 
like  to  get  married  and  have  homes  of  their  own,  but 
the  economic  system  of  the  richest  country  in  the  world 
denies  them  that  right.  This  attitude  of  both  private 
industry  and  of  the  government  toward  the  unmarried 
man  has  a  more  far-reaching  effect  than  is  apparent 
on  the  surface.  It  also  affects  thousands  of  young 
women  of  the  country  who  are  denied  the  chance  to 
marry  and  have  families  of  their  own,  which  is  a  nat- 
ural right  that  belongs  to  them.  This  condition  is 
certainly  not  conducive  to  a  happy  and  contented  na- 
tion— a  fact  which  the  government  does  not  realize  or, 
at  least,  haa  done  very  little  to  remedy. 

The  government  is  now  engaged  in  launching  its 
great  $4,800,000,000.  work  relief  program.     This  pro- 


gram is  of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  nation  and 
particularly  to  the  20,000,000  people  who  cannot  look 
to  private  industry  as  a  means  of  support.  President 
Roosevelt  estimates  the  P,.W.A.,  projects  will  give 
work  directly  to  3,500,000  men  and  through  the  manu- 
facturing of  needed  supplies  and  the  increased  pur- 
chasing power  of  these  men  that  3,500,000  more  men 
will  find  employment  in  private  industry.  The  wages 
of  these  7,000,000  men  will  provide  a  living  for  the 
20,000,000  men,  women  and  children  now  depending  on 
either  direct  or  indirect  relief  for  sustenance.  The  fail- 
ure of  the  carrying  out  of  this  program  may  well  lead 
to  a  serious  political  and  social  upheaval.  The  banker 
and  the  industrialist,  who  cannot  foresee  their  own 
possible  destruction  if  the  workingman  is  not  given  a 
chance  to  work,  will  oppose  the  spending  of  this  money 
with  all  the  energy  and  resources  at  their  command. 
The  successful  carrying  out  of  the  P.W.A.  program  will 
mean  a  measure  of  contentment  to  the  workingman, 
and  health  and  normal  living  to  his  children;  and, 
Organized  Labor  should  throw  its  full  weight  into  the 
battle  so  that  every  m.an  in  this  country  who  wishes 
to  work,  including  the  three  forgotten  classes  men- 
tioned above,  may  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE 

The  first  legislative  effort  to  enact  any  kind  of  un- 
employment insurance  was  attempted  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature  in  1916.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
agitation  and  discussion  of  this  great  social  problem 
which  has  now  become  a  national  question. 

During  the  past  five  years,  hundreds  of  bills  have 
been  introduced  in  the  various  state  legislatures  propos- 
ing different  kinds  of  unemployment  insurance  and 
unemployment  reserves.  As  a  result  of  this  agitation, 
the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Utah,  Washington  and  New 
York  now  have  laws  on  their  statute  books  covering 
this  subject,  and  many  states  have  appointed  com- 
missions to  consider  and  study  the  question. 

President  Roosevelt's  Committee  on  Economic  Secur- 
ity has  prepared  drafts  of  legislation  which  have  been 
passed  by  the  National  House  of  Representatives  and 
undoubtedly  will  be  considered  by  the  U.  S.  Senate  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  present  session. 

The  second  and  final  report  of  the  Special  Commis- 
sion appointed  to  make  an  investigation  of  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance,  Reserves  and  Benefits  in  Massachu- 
setts was  considered  by  the  General  Court,  and  the  re- 
port is  contained  in  the  Legislative  Agent's  report  on 
page  25.  The  majority  of  the  Commission  drafted 
and  proposed  a  bill  for  a  state  pooled  Unemployment 
Insurance  system  to  be  operated  through  the  Division 
of  Public  Employment  Offices,  becoming  contributory 
in  January,  1937.  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Stoddard  filed  a  minor- 
ity report  proposing  Unemployment  reserves,  because, 
in  his  opinion,  this  type  of  legislation  would  be  an  in- 
centive for  employers  to  stabilize  employment. 
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The  majority  report  is  based  upon  the  belief  that  un- 
employment is  insurable  according  to  the  ordinary  prin- 
ciples of  insurance.  Under  this  proposal,  all  funds  are 
pooled  into  a  common  fund  which  spreads  the  risk  and 
protects  those  who  are  least  able  to  protect  themselves. 
The  majority  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  causes  of 
cyclical  unemployment  are  beyond  the  control  of  the 
individual  employers,  and  involves  forces  of  a  national 
and  international  nature.  They  were  not  convinced  that 
a  penalty  in  the  form  of  at  the  most  three  per  cent  of 
payroll  would  serve  to  correct  the  abuse  or  promote  the 
stabilization  of  employment. 

The  need  for  this  legislation  is  greater  than  ever,  and 
the  result  of  legislative  action  this  year  will  determine 
whether  our  National  Government  can,  through  legit- 
imate rules  applied  to  industry,  prevent  a  return  to  the 
old  order  which  was  so  disastrous  and  which  was  di- 
rectly responsible  for  the  crisis  in  which  we  now  find 
ourselves. 

We  have  boasted  far  too  long  that  under  our  law 
every  citizen  is  guaranteed  equality.  We  recognize 
that  every  property  right  has  its  day  in  court,  in  fact, 
equality  before  the  law  never  fails  when  property  rights 
are  involved;  but,  the  same  equal  right  for  the  wage 
earner  will  never  be  his  until  the  law  grants  to  him  a 
just  compensation  when  the  opportunity  to  earn  a  liv- 
ing is  denied  him. 

Your  Executive  Council  does  not  maintain  that  so- 
ciety owes  a  man  a  living,  but  we  do  maintain  that  so- 
ciety owes  every  man  a  chance  to  make  a  decent  living, 
and  no  just  government  will  take  away  from  a  worker 
this  precious  right,  without  making  just  compensation 
to  him  for  the  rights  taken  away. 

At  the  49th  Annual  Convention  in  1934,  the  del- 
egates unanimously  endorsed  Unemployment  Insurance 
as  against  unemployment  reserves,  which  latter  were 
likened  at  that  convention  to  company  unions.  De- 
velopments since  then  have  amply  demonstrated  the 
soundness  of  that  position,  because  we  find  that  many 
anti-union  employers  who  are  bitterly  opposing  state 
pooled  funds  with  unemployment  insurance,  are  favor- 
ing the  reserve  idea  for  the  reason,  they  claim,  (?) 
that  it  will  tend  to  stabilize  employment. 

Your  Executive  Council,  regardless  of  the  result  of 
this  year's  legislation,  recommends  that  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Federation  of  Labor  again  endorse  the 
principle  of  Unemployment  Insurance  as  coming 
nearer  meeting  the  needs  of  the  unemployed  worker 
than  the  reserves  plan. 


THE  SHORTER  WORK  WEEK 

The  history  of  the  past  five  years  and  the  economic 
debacle  offer  abundant  proof  of  the  contention  of  Labor 
that  the  shorter  work  week  and  work  day  are  not  only 
inevitable,  but  are  now  an  economic  necessity.     Many 


new  converts  have  been  won  over  by  the  soundness  of 
Labor's  argument  during  the  past  few  years.  A  de- 
cided change  in  sentiment  has  taken  place  in  the  life 
of  our  national,  state  and  municipal  governments,  and 
iti  seems  quite  probable  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  shorter  work  week  will  be  established  in  all 
units  of  our  industrial  life. 

Now  is  the  opportune  time  for  organized  labor  to 
fight  militantly  for  the  enactment  of  the  six  hour  day 
and  five  day  week  with  no  reduction  in  weekly  earnings. 

The  record  establishes  as  a  fact  that  with  10,000,000 
people  unemployed  the  industrial  and  distributive  ma- 
chine of  the  United  States  working  at  a  rate  slightly 
less  than  an  average  of  forty  hours  per  week  can  now 
produce  and  distribute  a  physical  volume  of  goods  equal 
to  that  produced  and  distributed  during  the  years 
1923-25.  In  other  words,  we  have  a  producing  system 
which  can  get  along  without  10,000,000  unemployed 
and  yet  produce  all  that  those  who  are  employed  can 
purchase. 

The  only  conclusion  which  emerges  very  distinctly 
from  these  facts  is  that  unless  the  hours  of  work  are 
reduced  substantially  below  forty  per  week,  the 
10,000,000  who  are  still  unemployed  will  remain  so.  If 
the  capitalistic  system  is  to  continue  and  revolution 
and  social  chaos  averted,  if  the  unemployed  are  not 
properly  taken  care  of,  there  remains  only  one  channel 
of  procedure  under  the  price-profit  system.  That  is  a 
reduction  of  working  hours  sufficient  to  absorb  the  un- 
employed into  industry  and  trade.  All  the  other  escapes 
inevitably  lead  to  consequences  which  are  generally  re- 
garded as  undesirable:  Communism,  ruinous  and  un- 
availing inflation,  social  chaos  through  a  complete 
breakdown,  or  Fascism. 

With  the  totally  unemployed  workers  numbering 
eleven  million  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  and 
over  twenty  million  persons  on  public  relief  rolls,  the 
immediate  enactment  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  thirty  hour  week  bill  becomes  of  major  impor- 
tance. This  legislation  will  strike  an  effective  blow 
at  unemployment.  It  is  solidly  backed  by  organized 
labor  throughout  the  country.  Its  passage  by  Congress 
will  be  an  indication  that  our  national  legislators  un- 
derstand the  economic  conditions  which  keep  millions 
of  workers  in  the  jobless  army  and  realize  that  a 
shorter  work  week  is  the  only  adequate  remedy  to 
provide  them  with  work  at  decent  wages. 

THE  LABOR  INJUNCTION 

Each  succeeding  year  gives  increasing  cause  for  re- 
sentment against  the  action  of  the  state  courts  in  the 
matter  of  injunctions  in  labor  disputes. 

New  appointees,  who  would  logically  be  assumed  to 
carry  on  to  the  Bench  the  modern  spirit  in  industry, 
are  found  to  be  even  worse  than  the  old  die-hards  who 
have  preceded  them. 
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Either  through  ignorance  of  the  law,  and  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  few  concessions  wrung  from  the 
courts,  or  through  a  misguided  zeal  to  show  their  inde- 
pendence, these  newer  incompetents  have  blundered 
and  floundered  tragically  in  their  clumsy  attempts  to 
administer  justice  through  Equity. 

In  the  exercise  of  their  alleged  discretion,  they  have 
often  completely  disregarded  fair  practices,  and  have 
dragged  down  the  dignity  of  their  courts  into  the  mire 
of  prejudice  and  suspicion. 

Coercive  tactics,  serving  to  deprive  defendant  unions 
of  statutory  protection  of  the  law,  are  brazenly  prac- 
ticed here,  and  unfair  selection  of  masters  and  an  open 
adherence  to  the  policy  that  all  judges  are  always  right, 
no  matter  what  they  do,  are  only  a  few  of  the  com- 
plaints we  make  of  them. 

If  one  judge  makes  a  poor  exercise  of  his  alleged 
discretion,  just  try  and  get  another  member  of  the 
same  court  to  take  any  steps  to  rectify  the  injustice, 
even  in  the  face  of  reasonable  evidence  of  error. 

Small  wonder  that  we  have  little  respect  for  the 
decisions  rendered  under  such  circumstances. 

The  practices  of  most  governors,  in  using  appoint- 
ments to  our  higher  courts  as  rewards  for  political  ser- 
vices rendered,  is  serving  to  reduce  the  once  high  stan- 
dards to  a  mediocre  level. 

Lest  this  be  taken  as  a  complete  and  unqualified 
indictment  of  all  higher  court  justices,  it  is  not  so 
intended. 

There  are  a  few  justices,  both  new  and  old,  whose 
broadness  of  vision,  and  open  sympathy  with  human 
rights  are  reflected  in  their  decisions  in  labor  injunction 
suits,  but  the  labor-baiting  employer  soon  becomes 
aware  of  these,  and  it  is  then  a  very  simple  matter  to 
evade  the  sittings  of  these  justices  and  to  get  before 
the  ignorant  and  the  prejudiced  breed. 

If  one  were  to  look  up  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"Equity"  and  the  legal  meaning  and  purpose  of  Equity 
Courts,  one  would  be  astounded  by  the  original  intent 
as  compared  to  the  present  practices. 

Without  exception,  equity  practice  as  applied  to  labor 
disputes,  is  the  rawest,  trickiest  and  most  unconscion- 
able practice  of  any  of  the  branches  of  the  law.  It  is  a 
travesty  on  justice  and  an  outrage  on  decency.  It  glori- 
fies the  cunning  shyster  lawyer,  and  mocks  the  helpless 
victims  of  its  sham  justice  . 

It  grovels  at  the  feet  of  property  rights  and  stran- 
gles the  human  rights  of  the  common  poor.  It  is  arbi- 
trary, despotic;  and  completely  unAmerican. 


The  only  gleam  of  hope  to  dull  its  slashing  claws 
and  pull  its  vicious  fangs,  is  by  the  immediate  adoption 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Norris-LaGuardia  Federal  Reg- 
ulatory Injunction  Enactment  as  a  Massachusetts  Act. 
This  is  now  on  its  way  through  the  sluiceways  of  the 
legislative  channels,  and  God  grant  that  it  makes  its 
way  in  safety  into  the  harbor  of  Massachusetts  Statu- 
tory Law. 


COMPANY  UNIONS 

To  be  unorganized  is  bad,  but  to  be  company  organ- 
ized is  hopeless.  Every  worker  in  a  company  union  is 
a  victim  of  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  and  despoil.  The 
only  beneficiaries  are  the  Bosses  and  their  stool  pigeons. 

Peculiarly  enough,  almost  no  one  is  fooled  by  the 
attempted  deception.  Knowing  company  unions  to  be 
frauds,  workers  belong  to  them  because  they  must  to 
hold  their  jobs.  Secretly  workers  loathe  the  company 
union  and  despise  their  own  weakness. 

Here  is  one  instance  where  numbers  do  not  spell 
strength.  It  is  a  classic  example  of  a  union  without 
unity.  The  spectacle  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  work- 
ers suffering  injustices  while  "organized"  into  company 
unions  is  a  spectacle  of  mighty  impotence.  Samson 
shorn  of  his  locks  by  Delilah  was  not  more  impotent 
than  the  body  of  workers  robbed  of  their  liberty  to 
unite  for  their  common  protection. 

The  company  union  is  not  merely  a  harmless  and 
innocent  diversion,  it  is  a  positive  and  vicious  scheme. 
This  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  it  is  found  only  where 
bona-fide  Labor  Unions  are  taboo:  where  the  employer 
is  an  ardent  champion  of  "The  American  plan",  that  is, 
the  "open  shop,  and  the  worker's  individual  right  to 
refrain  from  joining  a  Union:  where  no  "outside"  influ- 
ence is  tolerated. 

By  the  way,  it  is  pertinent  to  observe  at  this  time 
that  the  new  American  plan  of  worker  organization  is 
a  Labor  Union  acting  through  duly  chosen  representa- 
tives, whether  company  employee  or  not. 

It  is  the  worker's  patriotic  duty  to  support  the  new 
and  improved  American  plan  by  joining  a  bona-fide 
Labor  Union  and  urging  all  his  shop  mates  to  do  like- 
wise. A  little  study  will  convince  anyone  that  the  differ- 
ence between  a  genuine  Labor  Union  and  the  company 
union  is  not  unlike  the  difference  between  a  wolf  and  a 
thoroughly  domesticated  police  dog. 

The  one  must  be  reckoned  with  to  defend  itself 
against  any  attack  and  to  withstand  all  attempts  to  en- 
snare it,  while  the  other  can  be  made  to  jump  through 
hoops  and  beg  for  toothsome  favors.  In  short,  the  lat- 
ter being  thoroughly  domesticated  (which  is  another 
way  of  saying  thoroughly  tamed)  will  do  exactly  as  it 
is  told  and  acknowledges  its  master's  voice  in  all 
things. 
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Wolf  and  police  dog  are  not  unlike  in  external  ap- 
pearance, but  otherwise  they  are  totally  dissimilar. 
Externally  the  company  union  may  fool  some,  but  ac- 
tually it  is  as  much  a  creature  of  the  bosses'  will  as  is 
the  police  dog.  It  is  said  the  police  dog  is  a  "one-man 
dog"  and  that  it  will  submit  to  almost  any  degree  of 
cruelty  from  its  master  without  fighting  back. 

The  company  union  is  exactly  like  this.  It  will  never 
fight  the  boss.  History  has  yet  to  record  the  first  case  of 
real  resistance  by  a  company  union.  This  is  what  makes 
it  the  company  union.  On  the  other  hand,  the  genuine 
Labor  Union  acknowledges  no  master,  and  will  scorn 
to  submit  to  injustice  without  effective  resistance. 

"Long  live  the  Labor  Union." 

HOUSING 

The  interest  of  Labor  in  the  future  should  be  directed 
toward  better  homes  for  the  workers.  We  can  very  well 
afford  to  concentrate  upon  this  all-important  problem 
for  many  reasons.  First,  Labor  is  both  a  consumer  and 
a  producer;  second,  many  thousands  of  our  workers 
are  now  living  in  sub-standard  homes  that  are  not  fit 
for  human  habitation ;  third,  at  no  time  in  recent  Amer- 
ican history  has  private  initiative  attempted  to  provide 
homes  for  the  lower-paid  income  group  and  fourth, 
organized  labor  in  Massachusetts  was  the  first  organi- 
zation in  the  United  States  to  initiate  the  idea  that  the 
State  should  provide  homes  for  the  workers. 

Twenty  years  ago,  through  the  efforts  of  our  late 
brother,  Henry  Sterling,  beloved  veteran  of  Labor,  with 
a  vision  far  beyond  his  time,  Massachusetts  enacted 
the  first  housing  law  and  was  the  first  State  to  create 
legislation  favorable  to  housing  enterprises.  Appropri- 
ations to  provide  such  housing  were  made  possible  by 
a  constitutional  amendment  ratified  by  the  voters  in 
1915  as  follows: 

"The  general  court  shall  have  power  to  authorize  the 
commonwealth  to  take  land  and  to  hold,  improve, 
subdivide,  build  upon  and  sell  the  same  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  congestion  of  population  and  provid- 
ing homes  for  citizens;  provided,  however,  that  this 
amendment  shall  not  be  deemed  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  such  land  or  buildings  at  less  than  the  cost 
thereof." 

In  1917  the  first  appropriation  made  in  the  United 
States  for  public  funds  to  aid  workers  in  acquiring 
their  own  homes  with  small  garden  plots  was  approved. 
These  houses  which  were  built  in  the  city  of  Lowell 
not  only  helped  to  solve  an  overcrowded  condition  which 
at  that  time  had  become  acute,  but  what  was  more 
important,  demonstrated  that  houses  could  be  built  for 
wage  earners  with  terms  of  payment  which  they  could 
meet  even  though  capital  and  wages  were  small. 

Seven  acres  of  land  tested  by  the  Massachusetts 
Agricultural  College  and  found  satisfactory  for  home 
gardens  were  finally  purchased.  The  erection  of  twelve 


houses  was  begun  in  October,  1917.  The  cost  of  these 
cottages,  when  complete  with  simple  but  attractive 
landscaping,  ranged  from  $2,400  to  $3,100  with  a  down 
payment  approximating  $100.  The  monthly  payments 
ran  from  $16.50  to  $21.00. 

The  plan  was  to  build  fifty  houses  in  a  neighborhood 
group  development  providing  decent  living  accommo- 
dations within  the  reach  of  men  earning  from  $15  to 
$25  a  week.  The  failure  to  complete  the  plan  was  un- 
questionably due  to  the  death  of  Henry  Sterling  and 
post-war  conditions. 

The  economic  uncertainties  which  have  beset  the  city 
of  Lowell,  and  consequently  the  residents  of  the  home- 
stead development,  have  necessitated  changes  in  the 
ownership  of  some  of  these  houses  but  invariably  new 
owners  were  found  to  carry  on,  and  the  homestead  has 
weathered  the  stress  of  the  times  with  more  than  a 
degree  of  success. 

Out  of  the  $50,000  appropriated  $43,000  was  actually 
spent  and  the  State  has  received  back  over  $47,500.  The 
State  still  holds  an  equity  in  the  properties  which  rep- 
resents much  more  than  the  interest  on  the  money  in- 
volved in  the  original  investment,  which  can  be  liqui- 
dated at  any  time  assuring  the  State  of  no  loss. 

As  a  net  result  we  have  a  group  of  families  provided 
with  decent  accommodations  for  wholesome  living,  the 
opportunity  to  take  from  the  soil  a  large  part  of  their 
subsistance,  and  all  within  the  range  of  their  ability 
to  pay. 

This  experiment  stood  alone  for  sixteen  years  as  the 
only  example  of  public  housing  in  the  United  States, 
until  in  1933  when  the  seed  which  had  been  planted  by 
Henry  Sterling  took  root  and  the  Federal  Government 
embarked  on  a  program  for  the  building  of  subsistence 
homesteads  with  the  result  that  at  the  present  time  63 
projects  are  under  way  or  completed  throughout  the 
country  and  millions  more  have  been  appropriated  to 
expand  this  program  of  which  Massachusetts  is  to  have 
her  share. 

It  is  most  difficult  to  create  the  kind  of  interest  in 
labor  circles  necessary  to  make  better  housing  for  the 
workers  a  reality.  This  is  due  principally  to  the  fact 
that  the  idea  of  subsidizing  homes  for  the  lower-paid 
workers  is  new  in  the  United  States  and  secondly,  they 
fail  to  realize  that  the  only  way  that  the  lower-paid 
workers  can  expect  a  home  in  accordance  with  Amer- 
ican standards  and  ideals  is  to  insist  that  homes  for 
such  workers  must  be  subsidized  and  become  a  public 
utility. 

The  opposition  to  housing  subsidies  is  laboring  un- 
der a  false  impression  and  has  not  given  this  problem 
the  kind  of  consideration  that  it  is  entitled  to.  Enough 
investigations  have  been  made  in  the  Commonwealth  to 
warrant  the  conclusion  that  demolition  of  sub-standard 
areas  and  subsidizing  homes  for  the  workers  do  not 
become  tax  liabilities,  but  on  the  contrary,  assets. 
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The  time  is  very  auspicious  to  make  housing  one  of 
the  State  Federation  of  Labor's  main  objectives.  Why? 
Because  it  has  been  proven  that  a  well  planned  housing 
program  is  one  of  the  best  means  of  putting  unem- 
ployed labor  to  work,  and  having  in  mind  that  the  con- 
struction industry  is  the  second  largest  industry  in  the 
country,  without  this  industry  moving  in  a  normal  way 
there  is  no  normal  business. 

Almost  every  branch  of  our  industrial  system  has 
been  receiving  a  subsidy  from  the  Government  in  re- 
cent years  except  the  lower-paid  workers.  Every  kind 
of  scheme  has  been  advanced  to  stimulate  business  and 
a  return  to  normality,  notably  road  building.  Recently 
an  investigation  was  made  into  the  relative  merits  of 
road  building  as  against  housing  to  determine  the 
amount  of  direct  labor  involved.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  38%  of  the  dollar  on  housing  goes  to  labor 
direct  on  the  project  as  against  less  than  12%  on  roads. 

Labor  has  every  right  to  be  proud  of  the  part  it  has 
played  in  the  problem  of  housing  to  date.  A  labor  hous- 
ing project  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  built  at  an 
approximate  cost  of  32  cents  per  cubic  foot  and  we 
find  that  the  Government  has  not  produced  so  low  a  cost 
in  any  other  project  that  it  has  undertaken  to  date. 

All  the  progressive  governments  of  Europe  in  recent 
years  have  adopted  housing  programs  wherein  they 
subsidize  homes  for  their  lower-paid  workers  in  one 
form  or  another  and  it  is  a  well-established  fact  that 
England  used  this  means  to  come  out  of  her  Depres- 
sion. Recently  one  of  our  newspaper  editors  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  cabled  an  inquiry  to  Lord  Beaver- 
brook,  owner  of  the  London  Express  and  the  London 
Evening  Standard  as  to  what  means  they  employed 
that  he  considered  the  most  effective  in  bringing  his 
country  out  of  the  Depression.  The  answer  received 
was  as  follows: 

"Things  are  going  well  in  this  country.  The  gov- 
ernment is  strong  and  the  country  is  recovering. 
What  is  the  reason?    House  building.   Just  that. 

"No  form  of  expenditure  spreads  its  effects  so 
quickly  through  every  branch  of  industry  as  house 
building.  None  touches  the  whole  economic  structure 
the  same  way. 

"It  is  not  only  a  question  of  a  boom  in  the  brick 
industry  or  in  cement.  There  are  also  electric  ap- 
pliances of  every  kind  (with  a  reaction  on  the  copper 
market),  paint,  timber,  wall  paper,  nails,  slates,  and 
so  forth. 

"Then  when  you  put  the  roof  on  and  get  the  new 
tenants  in,  there  is  furniture  to  be  got.  And  the  fur- 
ther out  of  town  you  build  the  houses,  the  better  it  is. 
For  then  the  tenants  must  buy  a  motor  car,  if  they 
do  not  have  one  already." 

DISCRIMINATION  IN  EMPLOYMENT 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  Executive  Council  has 
brought  this  matter  forcibly  to   the   attention   of   the 


delegates  at  many  conventions.  As  a  result  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  State  Federation  a  special  unpaid  recess 
commission  was  appointed  by  Governor  Joseph  B.  Ely 
to  study  the  question  of  "preventing  discrimination 
against  certain  persons  in  employment  on  account  of 
their  age  and  relative  to  old  age  assistance  so-called, 
and  certain  related  matters." 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolve,  the  Gov- 
ernor appointed  such  a  commission  and  Charles  B. 
Campfield  was  selected  to  represent  Labor. 

After  a  series  of  public  hearings  in  various  parts  of 
the  State,  the  majority  of  the  Commission  reported  the 
following  conclusions: 

"There  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  majority  of 
the  Commission  that  there  is  discrimination  in  in- 
dustry against  the  older  workers  because  of  their 
age.  The  prevalence  of  this  form  of  discrimination 
has  been  made  apparent  to  the  Commission  members 
during  the  long  series  of  public  hearings  held  in  prac- 
tically every  large  industrial  center  in  the  Common- 
wealth. Numerous  witnesses  have  appeared  before 
the  Commission  and  related  incidents  of  being  dis- 
charged, by  some  of  the  largest  industrial  plants  in 
the  Commonwealth,  with  the  only  reason  given  that 
they  were  too  old. 

"In  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Commission 
there  have  been  definite  instances  in  which  large 
amounts  of  money  were  paid  in  back  wages  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  indiscriminate  discharge  of  wage  earners 
on  account  of  age,  at  the  instance  of  the  insurance 
companies. 

"The  majority  of  the  Commission  found  that  the 
civil  service  laws  of  the  State  and  Federal  govern- 
ments, as  well  as  many  large  industries,  have  estab- 
lished a  maximum  age  limit  of  entering  employment, 
in  some  cases  as  low  as  thirty-five  years  of  age,  after 
which  no  new  employee  can  be  hired. 

"Federal  and  state  governments  have  established 
a  dangerous  precedent  in  limiting  the  age  at  which 
persons  may  apply  for  government  positions,  and  are 
setting  a  bad  example  to  private  industry. 

"A  majority  of  the  Commission  are  of  the  opinion 
that  discrimination  against  the  older  worker,  who  is 
still  efficient  and  competent  and  a  valuable  asset  to 
industry,  is  due  to  the  existence  of  legislation  under 
which  private  insurance  companies  are  allowed  to 
write,  for  profit,  coverage  for  industrial  accidents 
and  other  forms  of  industrial  insurance.  This  type 
of  insurance,  the  Commission  majority  believes, 
should  be  operated  by  the  Commonwealth  under  a 
State  Fund  plan. 

"The  operation  of  a  State  Fund  for  this  purpose 
would  eliminate  the  'profit  making'  of  insurance 
companies,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
the  Commission  members,  is  responsible  for  the  dis- 
crimination against  the  older  workers.   Private  insur- 
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ance  companies,  the  majority  believes,  have  forced 
employers  to  discharge  their  older  workers  by  the 
threat  of  increased  premiums.  No  such  tactics  could 
or  would  be  employed,  the  majority  members  believe, 
under  a  State  Fund,  and  as  a  result  the  tendency 
towards  discrimination  against  the  older  worker 
would  be  materially  curtailed. 

"Although  the  Commission  is  divided  in  its  conclu- 
sions on  the  question  of  discrimination  in  employ- 
ment, the  majority  of  the  members,  for  the  reasons 
stated  above,  recommend  the  enactment  of  an  act 
(Appendix  B)  establishing  a  State  Fund  for  com- 
pensation of  employees  injured  in  industrial  acci- 
dents, and  enabling  employers  to  insure  their  own 
risks. 

WENDELL   PHILLIPS    THORE, 

Vice-Chairman. 

CHARLES  B.  CAMPFIELD. 

MICHAEL  T.  O'BRIEN. 

FRED  A,  HUTCHINSON." 

The  minority  of  the  commission  consisting  of  Sen- 
ator Angier  L.  Goodwin;  Arthur  A.  Hansen;  and  Stan- 
ley C.  Lary,  whose  records  are  all  hostile  to  the  wage 
earner,  reported  in  opposition  to  the  majority  a  con- 
glomeration of  misstatements  of  fact  which  sound  as  if 
they  were  written  by  the  representative  of  the  insur- 
ance companies. 

Although  we  may  not  be  successful  in. securing  the 
desired  legislation  this  year,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  labor 
groups  to  see  that  this  unjust  practice  is  checked.  It  is 
everyone's  right  to  seek  employment  such  as  he  is  able 
to  perform,  and  any  denial  of  that  right  on  the  grounds 
of  age  by  the  insurance  interests  is  an  invasion  of  an 
inherent  right  that  will  eventually  do  harm  to  every 
worker  in  the  State. 

To  Charles  B.  Campfield,  President  of  the  Boston 
Central  Labor  Union,  who  served  as  labor  representa- 
tive, we  are  grateful  for  the  time  and  effort  he  will- 
ingly spent  and  the  splendid  report  he  helped  to  compile. 

INTER-STATE  COMPACTS 

The  Massachusetts  Commission  on  Inter-State  Com- 
pacts, in  conjunction  with  commissions  representing 
other  states,  has  made  considerable  progress  in  improv- 
ing conditions  relating  to  labor  and  industry.  On  June 
15,  1934  the  commission  filed  its  second  annual  report 
(House  Document  1641,  Session  of  1934)  recommending 
ratification  of  a  compact  concerning  the  minimum  wage, 
which  had  been  signed  by  the  representatives  of  seven 
states  at  the  sixth  conference  held  at  Concord,  New 
Hampshire,  on  May  29th.  The  ratification  act  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature  and  was  signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  June  30,  1934 
(Chapter  383,  Acts  of  1934). 


Immediately  after  conclusion  of  the  work  on  the 
Minimum  Wage  Compact,  the  report  of  a  sub-committee 
on  child  labor  was  considered.  A  draft  of  the  essential 
sections  of  a  compact  on  child  labor  was  worked  out  at 
the  Seventh  Inter-State  Conference  at  Hartf.ord,  Con- 
necticut, on  July  12,  1934,  and  revised  at  the  Eighth 
Conference,  held  at  Portland,  Maine,  on  September  14, 
1934.  At  the  ninth  meeting  of  the  conference,  held  at 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  November  1934,  it  was 
agreed  to  defer  further  action  on  this  compact  until 
the  1935  sessions  of  the  State  Legislature  had  acted  on 
the  Child  Labor  Amendment  to  the  United  States  Con- 
stitution. By  the  time  of  the  thirteenth  meeting  of  the 
conference,  at  Boston,  April  27,  1935,  it  had  become 
evident  that  the  Amendment  would  not  be  ratified  this 
year,  because  seventeen  out  of  twenty-one  states  that 
had  voted  on  it  at  that  time  had  rejected  it,  and  twelve 
m.ore  states  were  needed  to  make  the  Amendment  effec- 
tive. The  conference  for  that  reason  decided  to  resume 
consideration  of  the  proposed  Child  Labor  Compact. 

The  conference  at  its  tenth  meeting  at  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  in  December  1934,  began  work  on  a  com- 
pact to  regulate  hours  of  labor,  based  on  a  report  by  a 
sub-committee  headed  by  Industrial  Commissioner  An- 
drews of  New  York  State.  This  compact  has  occupied 
the  major  part  of  four  conference  meetings,  and  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  several  state  commissions  and  dele- 
gations for  detailed  consideration.  As  soon  as  the  text 
of  this  compact  is  determined,  study  is  planned  of  a 
draft  compact  to  regulate  night  work,  and  other  sub- 
jects for  possible  compacts  between  the  states  are  un- 
der consideration. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission  filed  its  Third  Report 
in  January,  1935,  recommending  that  its  work  be  con- 
tinued and  a  further  appropriation  be  granted.  No 
compact  was  submitted  for  ratification  because  none 
had  been  approved  by  the  Inter-State  Conference  at 
that  time  for  ratification  by  the  member  states.  On  the 
basis  of  this  recommendation  a  bill  was  reported  to  en- 
large the  membership  of  the  Commission  by  one  Sen- 
ator and  two  Representatives,  making  a  total  of  ten. 
This  bill  passed  the  House  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  there  is  every  indication  that  it  will  pass  the 
Senate. 

Early  in  the  present  session  a  bill  was  filed  directing 
the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  to  call 
to  the  attention  of  the  other  members  of  the  Inter- State 
Conference  the  problem  of  discrimination  against 
workers  on  account  of  age  and  to  seek  the  cooperation 
of  the  Conference  in  solving  this  problem  (Chapter  4, 
Resolves  of  1934).  This  bill  passed  and  was  signed  by 
the  Governor  on  April  1st,  and  copies  of  the  resolve 
and  other  documents  relating  to  this  question  were  im- 
mediately sent  to  all  members  of  the  Inter-State  Confer- 
ence. This  subject  is  of  vital  importance  to  wage  earn- 
ers because  no  state  has  at  any  time  made  an  official 
investigation  of  this  evil. 

The  work  of  this  Inter-State  Conference  has  real  edu- 
cational value  and  seeks  to  provide  a  means  by  which 
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the  member  states  may  protect  their  workers  without 
driving  industries  to  other  states. 

SCHOOLS  —  WORKERS'  EDUCATION 

During  the  past  year  a  concerted  attack  has  been 
made  on  the  free  public  school  system  by  the  vested  in- 
terests representing  usually  the  Bankers,  Utility 
Groups  and  using  the  so-called  "economy  leagues"  for 
a  mouthpiece. 

Massachusetts  has  not  been  affected  to  the  same 
degree  as  many  other  states.  However,  in  some  in- 
stances services  on  a  free  basis  have  been  cut  or  elim- 
inated altogether.  In  many  districts  teachers'  salaries 
have  been  reduced  many  times  by  the  respectable  "kick 
back"  method. 

The  children  of  wage  earners  who  must  attend  pub- 
lic school  have  and  will  continue  to  be  the  chief  suf- 
ferers. Although  thousands  of  well  qualified  teachers 
are  pleading  for  an  opportunity  to  be  employed,  many 
schools  have  forty  or  more  children  in  a  room. 

Organized  Labor  in  Massachusetts,  which  played  such 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  establishment  of  our  free 
public  school  system  over  one  hundred  years  ago,  must 
of  necessity  be  on  guard  and  rally  all  their  forces  to 
their  support  if  the  system  is  to  be  preserved  and  ex- 
tended to  meet  the  needs  of  the  working  people. 

The  Federation  must  continue  to  advocate  the  organ- 
ization of  Teachers  into  labor  unions  so  that  they  can 
effectively  protect  their  own  interests  and  play  their 
part  in  the  reorganization  of  a  new  social  order. 
Teachers  must  be  shown,  if  they  are  not  convinced  now, 
that  there  is  nothing  sacred  about  their  standing  in  the 
life  of  any  community.  Teachers  should,  if  they  have 
any  social  sense,  accept  as  an  obligation  their  respon- 
sibility to  encourage  and  cooperate  with  all  wage  earn- 
ing groups  in  an  effort  to  enlarge  our  school  system 
to  keep  up  with  changes  in  our  social  conditions. 

The  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  at  its  last  convention  in  San  Francisco,  Cal- 
ifornia, urged  that  "organized  labor  be  on  guard  to 
protect  our  public  school  systems  from  ill-advised  and 
reckless  retrenchment." 

We  urge  that  workers  in  Massachusetts  heed  the 
warning  of  the  Federation  and  suggest  that  all  workers' 
organizations  fight  vigorously  to  protect  the  public 
school  from  the  so-called  "economy  patriots." 

In  the  field  of  workers'  education  the  labor  group  is 
faced  with  a  crisis  greater  than  ever  before.  With  over 
ten  million  unemployed  and  the  history  of  Europe  with 
Fascism  and  Communism  superseding  and  breaking 
workers'  organizations,  now  more  than  ever  is  adult 
education  necessary. 

Many  well  meaning  groups  are  urging  the  workers 
to  take  courses  in  foreign  languages,  art,  or  music  ap- 


preciation, or  what  may  be  called  the  "abundant  life." 
The  Executive  Council  believes  that  workers'  education 
should  be  more  concerned  with  educating  the  worker  to 
understand  the  present  economic  order,  and  how  to  se- 
cure a  full  measure  of  justice  for  the  working  class. 
Such  education,  in  our  opinion,  should  concern  itself 
with  teaching  how  to  organize,  along  with  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  relationship  between  the  worker,  em- 
ployer, and  governmental  agencies. 

We  recommend  that  all  Central  Labor  Unions  and 
local  unions  take  full  advantage  of  all  opportunities 
afforded  by  the  Federal  Emergency  Education  Relief; 
that  local  education  committees  be  set  up  to  organize 
adult  education  classes  and  supervise  the  Teachers  and 
material  used  by  such  classes. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  State  Federation 
Education  Committee  encourage  and  promote  such 
classes  in  every  part  of  Massachusetts. 

AFFILIATIONS 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  Vice  Presidents  reports  that 
your  Executive  Council  has  been  successful  in  securing 
a  considerable  number  of  new  affiliations  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1935. 

As  a  result  of  conferences  with  Edmond  Russell, 
Secretary  of  the  Bricklayers  State  Conference  we  were 
successful  in  having  all  Bricklayers'  Locals  in  Massa- 
chusetts affiliate  with  the  State  Federation.  Brother 
Russell  and  the  officers  of  the  State  Conference  are 
deserving  of  our  thanks  for  the  splendid  cooperation 
they  have  given  your  officers. 

A  few  organizations  are  running  behind  in  per  capita 
tax,  and  a  number  have,  as  in  other  years,  disbanded  or 
withdrawn;  but  our  problem  has  been  the  continued 
unemployment  with  the  resultant  loss  of  membership 
particularly  by  the  Building  Trades  Group. 

As  an  offset  to  this  condition  many  of  the  newer 
locals  organized  since  the  N.R.A.,  usually  with  the 
active  help  of  the  officers  of  the  State  Federation,  have 
affiliated  and  give  promise  of  increasing  their  member- 
ship in  the  near  future. 

In  accordance  with  our  usual  practice,  communica- 
tions were  sent  at  intervals  to  those  unions  not  yet 
affiliated  with  the  State  Federation.  In  these  letters  we 
solicited  their  affiliation  and  we  received  the  help  of 
their  International  Headquarters  who  in  most  instances 
sent  similar  communications.  Despite  this,  there  are 
still  large  organizations,  such  as  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Letter  Carriers,  which  we  have  not  as  yet  suc- 
ceeded in  interesting. 

It  has  been  fully  demonstrated  that  unity  of  action 
and  organization  of  workers  is  imperative  if  we  hope 
to  combat  the  encroachment  of  organized  capital.  It  has 
been  fully  demonstrated  that  there  are  many  questions 
affecting  the  interests  of  organized  wage  earners  which 
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cannot  be  dealt  with  in  special  or  separate  groups.  The 
best  result  may  be  attained  through  the  State  Federa- 
tion where  all  local  unions  may  join  to  help  any  particu- 
lar group  that  may  need  assistance.  The  State  Federa- 
tion can  and  will  become  a  real  brotherhood  for  aggres- 
sive or  defensive  action  when  all  local  unions  eligible 
to  membership  affiliate  with  the  Federation. 

Those  local  unions  who  are  ever  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  benefits  of  all  legislation  enacted,  and  are 
willing  that  others  carry  the  burden  of  financing  the 
Federation,  should  not  forget  that  the  Federation 
watches  the  interests  of  their  organizations  at  the 
State  House;  it  endorses  or  protests  in  the  name  of 
ALL  labor. 

The  Executive  Council  extend  their  sincere  thanks  to 
all  those  who  so  willingly  gave  of  their  time  in  securing 
the  measure  of  success  we  have  had. 

We  urge  the  delegates  attending  the  convention  to 
join  with  us  in  order  that  we  may  accomplish  still 
greater  things. 

"LABOR  PRESS" 

With  the  demise  of  the  N.R.A.,  and  the  chortling  of 
the  pamphleteering  propagandistic  press  of  America 
over  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  need 
for  a  fearless,  unfettered  liberal  Labor  press  was  never 
greater  to  consolidate  and  hold  the  gains  Labor  has 
made  over  many  years  of  effort.  Big  Business  has  been 
crying  "Wolf";  but  a  resume  of  earnings  of  a  few 
large  manufacturing  fi.rms  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1934,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1933,  shows 
substantial  gains.  But  the  public  never  hears  of  it  from 
the  daily  papers.  For  information  of  this  sort  the 
wage-earner  must  depend  on  the  Labor  press. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  increased 
over  a  million  in  membership  during  1934.  These  per- 
sons must  be  educated  in  Labor's  ideals  and  aims.  The 
Labor  press  is  the  only  unbiased  medium  for  the  dis- 
semination of  the  ideas  set  forth  by  Labor's  leaders. 

The  publication  of  the  various  periodicals  of  the  large 
unions  of  international  affiliation  do  a  splendid  service; 
but  this  service  only  reaches  a  limited  number.  The 
need  for  a  Labor  press  with  a  local  field  of  endeavor  is 
great.  It  should  be  augmented.  In  Massachusetts  the 
only  Labor  paper  is  the  Labor  Press  of  Worcester,  with 
Freeman  Saltus,  a  member  of  Worcester  Typographical 
Union,  as  editor.  This  journal  has  done  splendid  serv- 
ice in  the  past;  and  should  be  more  generoixsly  sup- 
ported. 

A  liberal  Labor  press  could  do  much  in  calling  at- 
tention to  our  social  disadvantages,  as  well  as  to  our 
industrial  ills.  Its  field  should  be  as  wide  as  human 
endeavor.  The  closer  scrutiny  of  many  social  activities, 
as  well  as  industrial  needs,  would  be  a  part  of  its 
honest  effort.  The  actions  and  reactions  of  our  duly 
elected  community  and   state   officials   should  be  fear- 


lessly laid  before  the  people  for  their  information.  A 
Labor  press  could  perform  this  much  needed  service  in 
an  unbiased  way  concerning  matters  that  are  vital  to 
our  well-being. 

Every  trades-unionist,  as  well  as  those  of  liberal 
minds  and  tendencies,  should  support  by  their  subscrip- 
tions a  Labor  press.  It,  and  it  alone,  is  at  present  the 
only  weapon  at  hand  for  combating  the  efforts  toward 
regimenting  America  into  a  cut-and-dried  Nation  of 
Yes  men.    The  cost  is  small;  the  returns  are  great. 

The  need  for  a  free  press  in  fighting  for  a  govern- 
ment of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  is 
here.  There  is  no  blinking  the  fact  that  m.ore  and  more 
are  the  people  of  America  becoming  a  Nation  of  lost 
ideals.  It  is  fast  becoming  machine  made — and  ma- 
chine mad — with  a  few  huge  aggregations  of  capital 
supplying  the  necessaries  of  life.  And  a  reactionary, 
Bourbon,  daily  and  periodical  press  supplying  our  men- 
tal pabulum. 

With  our  millions  out  of  work;  with  our  millions 
living  in  sub-standard  homes;  with  the  wool  being 
pulled  over  the  eyes  of  our  people — it  is  time — aye, 
high  time — we  had  a  fearless  and  aggressive  Labor  and 
Liberal  press. 

Your  subscription  will  help  in  this  highly  desirable 
movement.    Do  not  delay. 


REGIONAL   CONFERENCES 

For  the  ninth  successive  year  regional  conferences 
under  the  direction  of  the  Vice-Presideiits  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts State  Federation  of  Labor  have  been  held  in 
various  parts  of  the  State.  In  comparis  jn  with  the  past 
eight  years  the  meetings  this  year  have  been  more  suc- 
cessful and  attended  by  a  much  largei  number  of  dele- 
gates. This  result  has  been  achieved  by  the  splendid 
help  and  cooperation  of  the  Vice  Presidents  and  officials 
of  the  Central  Labor  Unions  where  the  conferences 
were  held. 

Without  exception  the  legislative  program  of  the 
Federation  was  thoroughly  discussf  d  at  the  confer- 
ences and  as  a  result  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives were  made  aware  that  the  workers  in  their  dis- 
tricts were  keenly  interestd  in  the  legislative  program 
of  the  State  Federation. 

An  opportunity  was  provided  at  every  conference  for 
representatives  of  our  organization  interested  in  union 
labels  to  point  out  to  those  present  the  urgent  need  for 
creating  a  demand  for  union  label  products.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Union  Label  Committee  rendered 
splendid  service  in  creating  a  demand  for  union  label 
products  and  in  promoting  union  label  support. 

Probably  the  most  important  accomplishment  of  these 
conferences  is  the  better  understanding  of  the  aims  and 
objects  of  the  Federation  which  they  accomplish,  along 
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with  several  new  affiliations  which  wer6  secured  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  meetings. 

As  years  roll  on  these  conferences  will  become  more 
significant  and  important.  They  will,  as  in  the  past 
years,  provide  an  opportunity  for  those  who  attend  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  work  of  the  Federation, 
and  broaden  their  knowledge  of  the  many  problems  con- 
fronting our  organization.  The  Executive  Council  urges 
the  officers  of  Central  Labor  Unions  and  Local  Unions 
whether  affiliated  or  not  to  join  with  the  officers  of  the 
State  Federation  in  making  such  future  conference^ 
the  success  they  deserve  to  be.  j 

The  President  and  Secretary-Treasurer  attended  these 
conferences  during  the  past  year,  along  with  the  Vice 
Presidents  from  the  district. 

The  conferences  were  held:  ! 

February  24th  in  Springfield. 

March  3rd  in  Lawrence. 

March  10th  in  Fall  River. 

March  15th  in  Boston. 

March  17th  in  Brockton. 

March  24th  in  Worcester.  ' 

UNION  LABELS 

Now  that  the  N.R.A.  with  its  blue  eagle  insignia  is 
about  to  pass  into  history,  a  gullible  public  is  no  longer 
in  a  position  to  confuse  this  label  with  that  of  the 
regular  Union  label  which  has  meant  so  much  to  us 
during  the  past  years.  Every  thinking  man  should  be 
made  to  realize  how  extremely  important  it  is  that  if 
fair  practices,  suitable  wages  and  desirable  working 
conditions  are  to  be  secured  and  maintained,  the  truei 
significance  of  the  Union  label  and  all  that  it  implies 
should  be  driven  home  in  a  most  convincing  manner  and 
over  as  wide  a  field  as  possible. 

It  is  only  too  apparent  that  during  a  period  of  read- 
justment, that  is,  the  period  from  which  we  have  just 
emerged  under  the  codes  to  that  uncertain  period  that 
is  ahead  and  of  which  we  know  so  little,  the  only  safe- 
guard the  public  is  absolutely  certain  of  is  the  Union 
Label,  shop  cards,  stamps  and  buttons,  which  are  used 
only  when  the  product  is  produced  under  conditions 
favorable  to  organized  labor.  The  campaign  to  adver- 
tise the  insignia  used  by  Labor  has  been  conducted  by 
a  valiant  group  of  farseeing  trade  unionists  who  have 
long  realized  the  necessity  for  protecting  fair  em- 
ployers, and  who  have  advertised  the  necessity  for 
patronizing  only  those  businesses  which  use  Union 
labels. 

It  is  noteworthy  and  also  unfortunate  that  the  mem- 
bers of  trade  unions  have  been  lax  in  taking  advantage 
of  this  most  powerful  weapon  to  produce  union-made 
goods.  It  requires  only  casual  investigation  to  prove 
that  were  we  consistent  and  alive  to  the  possibilities 


that  are  always  at  hand,  the  cause  of  Labor  would  be 
greatly  advanced  and  the  goal  for  which  we  have  been 
striving  would  be  more  quickly  reached.  Before  the  cur- 
rent year  is  over,  great  changes  will  occur  in  our 
industrial  set-up,  changes  which  are  not  predictable  by 
the  keenest  of  minds,  and  every  means  should  be  used 
to  safeguard  the  gains  we  have  made  to  protect  the 
public  which  is  not  aware,  in  many  instances,  of  the 
true  significance  of  what  is  accomplished  through  the 
purchasing  of  goods  and  patronage  extended  to  busi- 
nesses conducted  in  such  a  manner  to  warrant  the  use 
of  a  Union  label. 

It  is  now  apparent  that  the  greatest  organizing  cam- 
paign in  labor's  history  will  be  well  under  way  before 
the  present  summer  season  is  at  an  end.  Thousands  of 
new  members  will  be  added  to  our  rolls,  thousands  of 
men  and  women  who  are  eager  to  help,  and  who  lack 
only  proper  information  to  make  their  additions  to  our 
ranks  the  greatest  asset  possible — their  assistance  in 
this  meritorious  campaign  of  purchasing  union  label 
goods. 

Every  means  within  our  power  shall  be  extended  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  all  workers  the  need  for  their 
cooperation  and  the  benefits  that  may  be  derived  from 
a  united  effort  to  encourage  the  purchasing  of  goods 
and  the  patronage  of  shops  that  are  known  to  be  sympa- 
thetic and  helpful  to  our  members.  A  Union  label  is  a 
guarantee  that  all  the  things  we  have  struggled  for 
have  been  attained;  a  guarantee  of  good  workmanship, 
satisfactory  conditions  and  the  possibility  of  maintain- 
ing American  standards  of  living. 

A  nation-wide  appeal  should  be  made  to  every  Ameri- 
can workman  to  cooperate  in  a  campaign  that  will  in- 
sure to  their  fellow  man,  fair  conditions  of  employment 
in  its  broadest  sense,  and  this  can  be  more  readily  ac- 
complished through  the  full  knowledge  of  what  the 
Union  label  stands  for. 

STATE  UNION  LABEL  COMMITTEE 

To  the  officers  and  delegates  to  the  50th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor : 

Your  State  Union  Label  Committee  respectfully  sub- 
mit for  the  consideration  of  the  delegates  to  the  50th 
Annual  Convention  the  following  report. 

Your  Committee  has  availed  itself  of  every  opportu- 
nity to  attend  every  possible  meeting  and  regional  con- 
ference in  an  effort  to  arouse  an  interest  among  the 
members  of  our  trade  unions  in  the  union  label.  A  cir- 
cular letter  has  been  sent  to  all  local  unions  on  several 
occasions  dealing  with  the  ideals  and  purposes  of  the 
union  label,  shop  card  and  button. 

Many  Central  Labor  Unions  throughout  the  state 
have  done  splendid  work  under  the  most  depressing  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union  is  de- 
serving of  special  mention  for  its  activity  in  behalf  of 
the  label  in  and  around  Greater  Boston. 
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Your  committee  has  been  successful  in  securing  the 
cooperation  of  several  daily  newspapers  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  a  "buy  American  campaign."  Although  this 
sort  of  campaign  does  not  go  far  enough,  it  does  we 
believe  start  thinking  along  the  right  lines  and  eventu- 
ally helps  in  the  purchase  of  products  bearing  the  union 
label. 

As  in  other  years  the  labor  press — particularly  the 
Worcester  Labor  News — has  given  freely  of  its  space 
to  the  promotion  of  label  items  furthering  the  purchase 
of  products  and  service  as  indicated  by  the  emblems  of 
organized  labor. 

We  urge  the  continued  support  of  all  Central  Labor 
Unions,  local  unions,  and  councils  in  an  endeavor  to 
educate  the  thousands  of  wage  earners  to  the  fact  that 
the  union  label  is  the  one  powerful  weapon  that  can 
and  always  will  provide  employment  for  union  workers. 
In  this  connection  we  quote  part  of  an  address  delivered 
by  a  Baltimore  Divine: 

"The  union  label  is  a  religious  emblem,  it  is  a  re- 
ligious act  to  buy  goods  to  which  this  label  is  at- 
tached, and  an  act  blessed  on  earth  and  honored  in 
heavenr  while  it  is  a  sin  to  buy  a  cigar,  a  piece  of 
clothing,  a  pair  of  shoes  or  a  loaf  of  bread  without 
this  label,  for  then  you  do  not  know  but  what  you 
are  building  up  the  business  of  some  heartless  tyrant 
who  is  extracting  a  fortune  from  the  drudgery  and 
degradation  of  his  fellow  men,  at  the  risk  of  the  public 
health.  God  bless  the  label!,  and  I  hope  that  all  of 
you  that  read  this  will  carry  indelibly  impressed 
upon  your  mind  the  picture  of  the  union  label,  and 
that  you  will  always  know  that  the  favorite  banner 
in  heaven  is  that  banner  which  represents  justice  to 
labor;  fresh  air  and  sunshine  and  healthful  condi- 
tions for  those  who  toil,  and  the  truth  that  human 
life  is  of  greater  moment  than  the  gain  of  gold." 

Remember  that  only  products  and  service  as  indi- 
cated by  the  labels,  card,  and  buttons  listed  in  the  offi- 
cial directory  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are 
made  under  union  conditions  in  which  the  workers  have 
at  least  something  to  say  about  their  wages  and  condi- 
tions of  employment. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  all  Central  Labor 
Unions  appoint  committees  who  will  visit  the  merchants 
in  their  cities  and  try  to  induce  them  to  carry  union 
label  products. 

Your  committee  further  recommends  that  union  label 
committees  have  available  an  up-to-date  list  of  union 
label  goods  and  the  name  of  the  merchant  or  merchants 
carrying  the  products. 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  wish  to  thank  all  those 
who  in  any  way  helped  to  promote  the  label.  We  sug- 
gest that  the  delegates  to  this  convention  record  them- 
selves in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  a  permanent 
union  label  representative  for  New  England  by  the 
Union  Label  Trades  Department. 

We  urge  all  Central  Labor  Unions  and  local  unions 


to  affiliate  with  the  State  Federation  so  that  they  may 
play  their  part  in  driving  out  the  prison,  foreign,  and 
sweat-shop  product  competition  of  free  labor. 

Let  the  slogan  of  the  organized  workers  in  Massa- 
chusetts be— "SUCCESS  AND  PROGRESS  ARE  THE 
BY-PRODUCTS  OF  CONSISTENCY." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  HARRINGTON,  Chairman 
MARTIN  J.  CASEY 
CHARLES  MORRIS 
NATHAN  SIDD 
CHARLES  O'DONNELL 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

ON 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE   COLLEGE   CURRICULUM 

At  our  49th  Annual  Convention  the  delegates  adopted 
Resolution  No.  12,  which  deals  with  the  investigation 
of  the  advisability  and  feasibility  of  adding  an  under- 
graduate course  in  engineering  to  the  present  curric- 
ulum of  the  Massachusetts  State  College.  This  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  function  with  that  purpose  in 
mind.  In  consequence  thereof,  we  are  reporting  to  you 
that  we  have  made  a  very  comprehensive  study  of  this 
subject  matter.  In  acquiring  the  information  necessary, 
we  had  to  become  familiar  with  courses  of  study  in  all 
the  leading  schools  of  Technology  in  the  country.  We 
also  had  to  delve  into  the  costs  of  construction,  equip- 
ment, and  maintenance  of  these  institutions  of  learning. 
The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  its  indebtedness 
to  the  members  of  the  faculty  in  these  different  col- 
leges, and  in  particular  to  President  Hugh  P.  Baker, 
his  secretary,  Mr.  Robert  D.  Hawley,  and  Dean  Wil- 
liam L.  Machmer,  all  of  the  Massachusetts  State  College 
for  their  valuable  assistance  rendered  in  the  compila- 
tion of  these  facts. 

The  Federal  Morrill  Act  of  1862  which  brought  the 
land-grant  colleges  of  the  country  into  existence,  in- 
cluded the  teaching  of  engineering,  or  mechanic  arts 
as  it  was  called,  as  a  primary  objective  of  these  col- 
leges. To  quote  the  Federal  Act:  "The  leading  object 
shall  be,  without  excluding  other  scientific  and  classical 
studies,  and  including  military  tactics,  to  teach  such 
branches  of  learning  as  are  related  to  agriculture  and 
the  mechanic  arts  in  such  matter  as  the  legislatures  of 
the  states  may  respectively  prescribe  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  liberal  and  practical  education  of  industrial 
classes  in  the  several  pursuits  and  professions  of  life." 

In  all  of  the  other  land-grant  colleges  in  New  Eng- 
land, engineering  is  included  in  the  curriculum,  and  in 
several,  it  constitutes  a  prominent  phase  of  the  instruc- 
tional service.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  Massachu- 
setts young  men  go  to  the  land-grant  colleges  of  other 
states  to  secure  this  type  of  training.    In  a  recent  year 
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there  were  twenty-seven  Massachusetts  young  men  en- 
rolled in  the  Engineering  School  of  the  University  of 
New  Hampshire  and  forty-three  from  this  State  were 
enrolled  in  the  Engineering  School  of  the  University 
of  Maine. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  engineering 
education  at  the  Massachusetts  State  College  for  sev- 
eral years,  as  indicated  by  applications  from  students 
and  parents  and  by  suggestions  from  organizations 
such  as  this  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

Since  its  foundation,  some  instruction  in  engineering 
has  been  available  at  our  State  College,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that,  since  the  beginning,  they  have  had  a 
Department  of  Mathematics  and  Civil  Engineering, 
and  in  more  recent  years,  a  Department  of  Agricultural 
Engineering,  so  that  more  adequate  provisions  for  meet- 
ing the  growing  demand  would  be  a  natural  develop- 
ment of  the  work  of  this  college  and  not  a  radical  de- 
parture from  its  present  program. 

Included  in  the  present  course  of  study  of  this  col- 
lege for  the  first  two  years  are  all  those  fundamental 
courses  for  engineering  training  which  are  found  in 
modern  schools  of  engineering.  We  find,  then,  that  they 
are  already  provided  with  curriculum  and  some  facili- 
ties for  giving  engineering  training  through  the  first 
two  years  of  the  college  course.  In  addition,  the  col- 
lege curriculum  of  the  junior  and  senior  years  now  in- 
cludes many  professional  courses  in  engineering,  such 
as  Elementary  Structures,  Roads  and  Railroads,  Mate- 
rials of  Construction,  Hydraulics  and  Water  Supply, 
Sanitary  Engineering,  House  Planning  and  Construc- 
tion, Drainage  and  Irrigation  Engineering,  Rural,  Elec- 
trification, etc.  In  addition,  basic  courses  in  Physics, 
Chemistry,  Drawing,  Surveying,  etc.,  are  also  available. 

If  the  Commonwealth  is  to  meet  the  demand  for  pub- 
licly supported  education  in  engineering,  it  cannot  af- 
ford to  overlook  these  facilities  which  are  now  available 
at  its  State  College.  There  exists  here  a  campus  of 
seven  hundred  acres  with  thirty-two  major  buildings 
valued  at  more  than  three  million  dollars.  Such  pro- 
visions as  may  be  desired  for  the  development  of  en- 
gineering education  could  most  economically  be  pro- 
vided here  where,  by  modest  additions  to  staff  and 
equipment,  its  present  enrollment  of  thirteen  hundred 
might  be  increased  to  accommodate  those  others  who 
are  eager  for  engineering  training. 

It  should  be  pointed  out,  undoubtedly,  that  the  edu- 
cational opportunity  which  the  Massachusetts  State  Col- 
lege provides,  is  primarily  for  those  young  men  and 
women  of  the  Commonwealth  who  come  from  families 
of  moderate  means,  and  for  whom  the  higher  costs  of 
the  endowed  institutions  prohibit  such  educational  train- 
ing. For  example,  the  annual  cost  of  a  student  at  the 
State  College  comes,  on  the  average,  between  five  hun- 
dred and  six  hundred  dollars.  Exceptional  opportunities 
are  afforded  for  employment,  and  scholarships  and  loan 
funds  are  available  so  that  many  students  are  able, 
especially  during  the  latter  years  of  their  course,  to 
finance  their  own  way  entirely. 


The  development  of  an  undergraduate  course  in  en- 
gineering leading  to  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
which  would  be  a  normal  and  natural  growth  of  the 
present  engineering  instruction  now  offered,  appear 
both  possible  and  practical  for  consideration  in  connec- 
tion with  the  development  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
College  at  the  present  time.  As  has  been  pointed  out, 
many  of  the  courses  fundamental  to  such  training  are 
already  offered  in  the  curriculum  and  such  additions  as 
would  be  necessary  could  be  made  from  time  to  time 
at  a  minimum  of  expense.  This  development  should  be 
moderate  with  staff  and  facilities  added  only  as  the 
demand  for  service  requires  them.  No  attempt  should 
be  made  at  present  to  provide  other  than  undergraduate 
training  in  this  major  field.  For  those  who  wish  pro- 
fessional training  in  advanced  phases  of  engineering, 
the  facilities  of  such  splendid  institutions  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology,  Harvard,  Tufts  and 
the  other  engineering  schools  of  this  region  should  meet 
every  demand. 

For  five  years  it  has  been  necessary  to  limit  the  en- 
rollment of  students  in  the  freshman  class  of  the  Col- 
lege to  three  hundred  because  of  the  inadequacy  of 
equipment  and  staff  to  care  for  more  than  that  number. 
If  this  number  is  to  be  increased  to  provide  for  students 
whose  interest  is  in  the  engineering  field,  some  addition 
to  facilities  and  staff  will  be  required.  In  the  beginning 
these  additional  requirements  would  be  moderate.  On 
the  basis  of  an  increased  enrollment  of  one  hundred 
students  in  the  freshman  class  for  the  first  few  years, 
five  additional  instructors  should  be  added  to  take  care 
of  fundamental  courses  in  the  curriculum  of  the  first 
two  years.  Three  instructors  would  probably  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  demand  for  teaching  the  professional 
and  practical  phases  of  engineering.  Some  additional 
equipment  would  be  necessary,  although  for  several 
years  only  moderate  additions  would  be  required.  With- 
in a  few  years  one  new  building  should  be  added  to  the 
Campus  to  house  the  professional  engineering  instruc- 
tion. 

One  present  recognized  need  of  the  College  is  that  of 
a  new  building  to  house  the  Department  of  Physics 
which  is  now  very  inadequately  provided  for.  A  project 
for  the  construction  of  such  a  building  is  in  the  present 
building  program  of  the  College  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  need  will  soon  be  met.  Such  a  building  would  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  development  of  engineering 
instruction  there. 

To  summarize  the  needs  of  our  State  College  to  pro- 
vide for  engineering  instruction  as  described,  there 
would  be  needed  approximately  eight  new  instructors 
which  at  an  average  cost  of  $3,000.  a  year  would  add 
to  the  maintenance  cost  $24,000.  Additional  annual 
maintenance  might  amount  to  $10,000.  Roughly  esti- 
mated, the  first  year  cost,  when  probably  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  add  more  than  five  new  instructors,  would 
amount  to  approximately  $50,000.  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  building  and  equipment  which  would  eventU' 
ally  be  needed,  this  amount  should  not  be  exceeded  in 
annual  costs  for  several  years,  depending,  of  course, 
upon  enrollment  and  demands  for  service. 
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Judging-  from  the  enrollment  in  engineering  courses 
in  other  land-grant  colleges  of  New  England,  it  is  prob- 
ably reasonable  to  estimate  that  within  four  or  five 
years  there  would  be  enrolled  approximately  one  hun- 
dred fifty  students  in  the  engineering  courses  of  the 
College. 

There  is  general  recognition  among  educators  of  a 
groAvnng  need  for  the  development  of  engineering  edu- 
cation in  this  country.  In  a  recent  letter  to  President 
Baker  of  our  State  College,  Frederick  N.  Feiker,  Execu- 
tive Secretary  of  the  American  Engineering  Council, 
stated,  "I  am  of  course,  vitally  interested  in  the  develop- 
ment of  engineering  education  in  this  country  and  my  ex- 
cursion into  the  educational  field  in  the  development  of  the 
report  on  education  for  the  Textile  Foundation  leads  me 
to  believe  that  there  is  a  very  great  opportunity  for  the 
developing  of  a  type  of  industrial  education  on  an 
engineering  basis,  not  of  the  junior  college  idea,  but 
rather  the  form  of  an  industrial  education  which 
would  enable  young  men  to  find  positions  in  the  op- 
erating side  of  manufacturing  and  general  business 
and  which  might  provide  also,  a  base  for  their  special- 
ized development  in  professional  engineering  subjects 
in  a  fifth'  year  at  other  engineering  colleges  than  the 
professional  engineering  schools,  or  at  the  Graduate 
School  of  Business  at  Harvard  University,  or  at  the 
Yale  Institute  of  Human  Relations,  or  other  institu- 
tions in  which  men  could  specialize  more  intimately 
from  a  professional  viewpoint." 

Massachusetts  State  College  is  well  qualified  and  in 
a  favorable  position  to  help  meet  this  need  for  engi- 
neering education  to  which  Mr.  Feiker  refers. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  recommends  that 
your  Legislative  Agent  be  instructed  to  draw  up  and 
present  an  appropriate  bill  at  the  next  session  of  the 
State  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
proper  authorities  at  the  Massachusetts  State  College 
to  add  to  the  present  curriculum  an  undergraduate 
course  in  engineering  leading  to  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  M.  CURRAN 
JOHN  J.  BRESNAHAN 
JOHN  F.  GATELEE 
RUDOLPH  N.   MARGINOT 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  POWER 

For  the  past  three  years  the  State  Federation  has 
had  a  continuing  committee  on  "Power"  and  in  turn 
the  whole  question  of  Public  Utilities  has  been  referred 
from  time  to  time  to  that  committee  for  consideration. 
The  first  year  of  our  existence  the  problem  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  was  to  the  fore.  Last  year  the  ques- 
tion of  organization  and  utility  practice  and  policy  in 
Massachusetts  was  considered.  All  of  this  continues 
to  be  a  problem  for  the  Organized  Workers  of  .Massa- 
chusetts. 


During  the  past  year,  your  committee  has  again 
taken  a  defensive  position  relative  to  the  continuing 
of  Public  Control  over  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway. 
We  have  met,  quite  informally,  the  representatives  of 
the  Utilities  on  the  question  of  legislation.  However, 
your  committee  is  not  satisfied  and  trusts  that  the 
convention  itself,  likewise,  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
position  of  the  organized  workers  of  Massachusetts 
which  appears  to  be  a  total  lack  of  concern  with  the 
question  of  Public  Utilities.  We  feel  that  the  organ- 
ized workers,  and  particularly  the  organized  labor 
movement  itself,  should  be  concerned  with  the  ques- 
tion of  public  utilities  as  it  affects  their  daily  lives. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  conven- 
tion should  authorize  its  incoming  Executive  Officers 
and  Legislative  Agent  to  assume  a  very  positive  posi- 
tion regarding  utility  activities  in  our  Commonwealth 
and  when  necessary  present  legislative  bills  expressing 
Labor's  position,  and  oppose  bills  which  may  in  any 
sense  be  detrimental  to  the  best  interest  of  the  worker, 
particularly  the  organized  worker. 

We  feel  that  the  Legislative  Agent  should  be  em- 
powered to  participate  in  National  Legislation,  such 
as  the  Holding  Company  Legislation,  when  before  the 
United  States  Congress.  We  urge  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  Company  Unions  within  Public  Utilities  be  in- 
vestigated very  definitely  by  our  State  Federation  offi- 
cers. We  further  suggest  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  pai'ticipate  in  conferences  and  discussion 
relative  to  Public  Ownership,  and  that  the  whole 
question  of  Public  Ownership  be  studied  during  the 
coming  year,  to  the  end -that  our  State  Federation  go 
on  record  very  definitely  for  or  against  Public  Own- 
ership of  our  Public  Utilities. 

As  to  the  Committee  on  Power  and  Light  in  our 
present  Legislature,  your  committee  feels  a  sense  of 
futility  in  presenting  any  legislation  before  such  a 
committee,  as  they  are  not  competent  and  in  some 
cases  we  question  their  honesty  in  handling  public 
utility  legislation.  We  are  concerned  also  with  the 
Public  Utility  Commission  and  recommend  further 
action  by  our  State  Federation  to  the  end  that  we  will 
have  our  Commission  elected  by  popular  vote,  and 
also  that  Labor,  as  such,  be  part  of  that  Commission. 

We  feel  that  our  State  Federation  of  Labor  and 
your  committee  itself,  have  taken  nothing  but  a  de- 
fensive position  in  this  whole  question  and  cannot 
urge  too  strongly  that  a  positive  aggressive  position 
be  taken  by  our  State  Federation  in  the  future.  We 
have  had  the  cooperation  of  the  Officers  and  of  the 
Legislative  Agent  in  all  of  our  endeavors,  and  wish  to 
thank  them  for  it. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRY  A.  RUSSELL,  Chairman 

CHARLES  B.  CAMPFIELD 
HERMAN  KOSTER 
JOHN  HOFF 
GEORGE  E.  CAPELLE    • 
FRANK  SMITH 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  ON 
PRE-PRIMARY  CONVENTION 

The  Massachusetts  pre-primary  convention  law  fell 
short  of  its  original  expectations  and  has  proven  an 
unnecessary  expense  in  the  amount  of  $250,000.  to  the 
towns  and  cities  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Both  major  political  parties  fell  short  of  nominat- 
ing the  slates  that  were  chosen  at  their  respective  boss- 
controlled  conventions  held  in  the  city  of  Worcester. 

The  unwarranted  expense  to  the  citizens  in  conduct- 
ing an  election  of  delegates  to  attend  these  party  con- 
ventions, and  the  fact  that  less  than  5  per  cent  of  the 
voters  of  the  State  went  to  the  polling  booths  though 
the  full  machinery  of  the  cities  and  towns  were  uti- 
lized for  said  election,  clearly  indicates  both  that  the 
people  do  not  want  and  should  not  bear  the  burden  of 
this  kind  of  system  in  selecting  the  candidates  for 
election  to  public  office. 

It  has  failed  to  justify  the  opinion  of  its  sponsors 
and  clearly  indicates  that  wealth  and  political  power 
can  easily  dictate  to  the  delegates  of  the  convention 
who  have  been  chosen  by  such  a  small  minority  of  the 
voters. 

With  the  realization  that  this  system  is  to  appar- 
ently prevail  since  four  bills  for  repeal  were  intro- 
duced in  the  last  session  of  the  General  Court  and  met 
with  defeat,  and  as  the  Legislature  insists  upon  re- 
taining the  pre-primary  convention  law  on  the  statute 
books,  the  only  source  of  relief  is  an  initiative  peti- 
tion to  submit  the  matter  to  the  people  at  the  next 
election. 

The  life  of  the  present  law  would  not  be  considered 
favorably  if  the  people  had  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
press themselves  at  the  ballot  box. 

Recommendation 

That  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor 
go  on  record  as  opposed  to  the  pre-primary  conven- 
tion, and  petition  or  join  with  any  other  group  to 
bring  about  the  repeal  of  this  undemocratic  system  of 
electing  the  executive  officers  of  the  Commonwealth. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  ON 

BIENNIAL  SESSIONS 

Resolution  No.  63  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
49th  Annual  Convention  urging  opposition  to  biennial 
sessions  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  was  referred 
by  the  delegates  to  the  Executive  Council  with  in- 
structions to  consider  the  matter  and  submit  their  rec- 
ommendations. Your  Executive  Council  has  given  the 
proposal  their  serious  consideration  and  submit  the 
following  report: 

While  biennial  sessions  of  the  State  Legislature 
might  save   a   comparatively   small   amount   of   money 


(in  salaries  of  legislators,  printing,  etc.),  the  disad- 
vantages of  biennial  sessions  are  numerous  and,  if 
once  adopted,  would  undoubtedly  be  established  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Statistics  prove  that  the  saving  which  could  be 
effected  by  biennial  sessions  is  very  small,  probably 
not  more  than  $300,000.,  or  three-quarters  of  one  per 
cent  of  our  budget,  so  that  from  the  economy  stand- 
point, little  can  be  said  in  favor  of  biennial  sessions. 

In  this  era  more  than  ever  before,  the  Government 
should  be  kept  close  to  the  people  and  this  can  only 
be  accomplished  by  annual  sessions  as  at  present  in 
Massachusetts.  Many  of  the  voters  of  today  are  igno- 
rant, indifferent  and  incompetent  regarding  their 
Government,  though  they  may  be  very  intelligent  in 
conducting  their  private  business,  etc.  Good  govern- 
ment is  a  business  in  itself  and  requires  intelligent  and 
honest  legislators  who  will  give  constant  attention  to 
the  carrying  on  of  the  Government  and,  as  in  any 
business,  it  must  not  be  allowed  to  "rest"  as  would 
be  the  case  if  biennial  sessions  were  adopted. 

The  growing  need  for  new  legislation  affecting  the 
wage  earners  would  be  handicapped  by  biennial  ses- 
sions. Even  under  the  present  set-up,  important  legis- 
lation is  often  delayed  and  postponed  from  one  session 
to  another  and,  if  biennial  sessions  were  adopted,  a 
great  deal  of  the  much  needed  legislation  for  the 
wage  earners  would  never  materialize  with  the  chang- 
ing of  legislators,  their  opinions,  etc- 

Furthermore,  it  would  be  entirely  impractical  to 
have  our  State  Legislature  meet  only  once  in  two 
years  while  our  National  Congress  meets  annually, 
since  much  of  our  State  legislation  is  closely  related 
and  dependent  upon  our  National  legislation,  such  as 
the  National  Security  Bill,  Old  Age  Assistance  and 
Unemployment  Insurance. 

Therefore,  your  Executive  Council  believes  that  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  wage  earners  of  Massachusetts, 
we  ought  to  oppose  biennial  sessions  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Great  and  General  Court.  However,  this 
recommendation  must  not  be  construed  as  in  any  way 
antagonistic  to  the  principle  of  a  "referendum  vote" 
on  this  or  any  other  subject,  which  provision  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  Massachusetts  Constitution. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE   COUNCIL  ON 
DAYLIGHT  SAVING 

Resolution  No.  1,  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
49th  Annual  Convention  dealing  with  daylight  sav- 
ing, was  referred  to  the  Executive  Council  for  con- 
sideration and  report. 

Your    Executive    Council    finds    upon    investigation  '" 
that  this  is   an  issue   upon   which   organized   labor  is- 
sharply    divided.      One   group    contends   that   daylight 
saving  is  a  relic  of  the  war  period  and  the  reasons 
why  it  was  beneficial  to  the  workers  in  that  period  of 
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long    working    hours    and    top    speed    production,    no 
longer  exist. 

Nearly  all  states  which  adopted  this  method  of 
cheating  on  the  sun-time  have  abandoned  it  by  now, 
and  are  operating  on  the  nearly  universal  standard 
time.  The  working  hours  today  are  short  enough  so 
that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  chisel  an  extra  hour 
of  daylight  by  cheating  the  clock. 

The  most  specific  disadvantages  are,  that  it  practi- 
cally ruins  the  theatrical  industry  in  the  summer  time, 
and  the  workers  in  this  industry  are  highly  organized, 
and  are  deserving  of  the  consideration  of  other 
branches  of  organized  labor. 

It  presents  too  great  an  opportunity  for  the  non- 
union worker  in  industry  to  do  a  day's  work  at  his 
regular  occupation  and  then  go  out  in  the  late  after- 
noon and  do  another  full  day's  work  in  competition 
with  our  skilled  building  trades-mechanics  at  half  the 
established  scale  of  wages. 

In  our  families  vdth  small  children,  it  disrupts  the 
daily  routine  of  the  household  and  destroys  the  regu- 
lar habits  of  their  daily  lives,  all  to  the  extreme  dis- 
comfort of  our  women  folks. 

Altogether,  it  is  unnatural,  unnecessary  and  eco- 
nomically unwise,  and  should  be  repealed. 

Another  large  group  in  the  labor  movement  contend 
that  daylight  saving  is  not  properly  a  trade  union 
issue  but  simply  a  measure  of  convenience  and  expe- 
diency. 

Its  purpose  was  and  its  effect  has  been  to  do  ex- 
actly what  its  name  suggests — ^it  saves  daylight  for  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  industrial  workers.  This 
army  of  wage  earners  in  industry  and  trade  whose 
labors  are  of  the  most  vigorous  character  and  are 
necessarily  performed  under  conditions  of  confine- 
ment have  been  greatly  benefited.  While  daylight 
saving  is  admittedly  not  an  unmixed  blessing  it  is  un- 
doubtedly a  cherished  health  and  recreational  meas- 
ure among  the  many  thousands  of  industrial  workers 
and  on  the  principle  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  great- 
est number  it  should  be  continued. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  opinions,  your  Executive 
Council  suggest  reference  of  the  subject  matter  to  the 
convention  for  action. 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

When  I  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  office  of 
President  of  this  State  Federation  of  Labor,  I  had  a 
clear  understanding  with  my  associates  that  I  would 
be  unable  to  devote  much  of  my  time  to  the  social  func- 
tions sponsored  by  labor  throughout  the  state,  but 
that  I  would  execute  the  duties  and  perform  the  work 
of  the  office  with  all  of  the  ability  with  which  I  was 
possessed. 


This  arrangement  was  made  necessary  because  of 
the  fact  that  I  earn  my  livelihood  by  working  at  my 
trade,  and  I  did  not  feel  free  to  place  the  cost  burden 
of  my  participation  in  social  affairs  either  upon  the 
treasury  of  our  Federation  or  upon  my  own  local 
organization.  I  offer  this  explanation  as  an  apology 
for  my  non-acceptance  of  many  invitations  to  ban- 
quets, dances,  outings,  testimonials,  and  groups  out- 
side of  our  movement. 

In  all  such  instances,  my  place  has  been  adequately 
filled  by  many  leaders  of  Labor,  who  have  graciously 
served  at  my  request. 

With  the  clear  mandate  of  the  convention  ringing 
in  my  ears,  "Stop  Bacon,"  I  proceeded  at  once,  with 
the  indispensable  help  of  the  Secretary,  to  lay  the 
initial  plans  for  the  campaign  to  defeat  the  Republican 
candidate  for  Governor,  Mr.  Gaspar  G.  Bacon. 

It  would  take  a  ream  of  paper  to  recite  in  detail  the 
amount  of  work  it  is  necessary  to  do  to  engage  in  a 
major  political  campaign  in  a  big  way-.  I  may  mention 
briefly  the  outstanding  things  which  Labor  contrib- 
uted to  the  victorious  campaign.  First  and  foremost 
came  the  "Defeat  Bacon"  pamphlet,  compiled  by  our 
secretary,  Bobby  Watt;  and  let  me  state  at  this  time 
that  I  consider  this  document  a  masterpiece  of  politi- 
cal literature  and  without  doubt  the  best  piece  of  cam- 
paign material  that  was  used  by  anyone  in  the  entire 
campaign.  This  pamphlet  was  printed  in  one  hundred 
thousand  lots  and  was  thoroughly  distributed  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Commonwealth. 

We  organized  a  Flying  Squadron  of  speakers,  un- 
der my  personal  direction,  and  using  a  sound  truck  as 
a  rostrum  we  covered  the  entire  state  and  spoke  at  a 
large  number  of  open  air  rallies.  On  this  tour  I  was 
overwhelmed  with  the  offers  of  able  speakers  in  our 
ranks  who  volunteered  their  services  and  paid  all  of 
their  own  expenses.  I  can  truthfully  say  that  this  was 
the  finest  piece  of  cooperation  and  the  greatest  dis- 
play of  unity  of  purpose  that  I  have  ever  experienced 
in  the  movement.  Of  course,  such  team-work  was  ir- 
resistible, and  Labor  had  the  supreme  satisfaction  of 
sending  down  to  defeat  and  political  oblivion,  its  arch- 
enemy, Gaspar  G.  Bacon. 

In  that  great  political  surge  forward,  by  the  laboring 
forces  of  the  state,  not  only  did  we  push  Mr.  Bacon 
completely  out  of  the  picture,  but  we  sent  along  with 
him,  as  company  in  his  exile,  five  of  the  worst  reaction- 
aries in  the  state  Senate  and  many  of  the  die-hards  of 
the  House.  Not  only  was  it  the  first  glorious  victory 
for  Labor  in  the  current  year,  but  it  was  the  crowning 
achievement  of  our  Movement  for  the  past  decade,  at 
least. 

When  it  came  time  for  the  Governor's  Inaugural  Ad- 
dress, we  sought  and  obtained  an  audience  with  His 
Excellency,  the  Honorable  James  M.  Curley,  and  urged 
him  to  recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  major  points  of 
Labor's  legislative  program.  The  Governor  gave  us  a 
very  courteous  and  extended  hearing,  and  I  am  happy 
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to  say  that  as  a  result  of  that  interview  he  incorporated 
nearly  all  of  the  important  legislation  which  we  favored 
in  his  address  to  the  Legislature.  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  all  during  the  year  the  Governor  has  accorded  us 
his  most  kindly  consideration. 

Early  in  the  year,  a  request  came  from  the  New 
England  Council  for  a  committee  representing  Labor 
and  one  representing  Industry  to  sit  down  together  and 
discuss  matters  of  mutual  interest  and  of  current  im- 
portance. The  Council  accepted  the  invitation  and  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer- 
Legislative  Agent,  Vice-President  Wm.  E.  G.  Batty,  and 
myself  met  with  a  group  representing  the  Associated 
Industries  and  presided  over  by  the  President  of  the 
New  England  Council.  This  first  meeting  led  to  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  and  I  am  able  to  say  to  you  that  I  think 
this  frequent  exchange  of  views,  and  the  frank  discus- 
sions which  ensued  have  been  of  great  value  to  our 
movement.  I  have  always  felt  that  employer  and  em- 
ployee have  very  much  in  common,  and  that  a  pooling 
of  our  interests  wherever  possible,  with  a  firm  reserva- 
tion of  our  own  position  whenever  necessary,  is  very 
beneficial  to  all  concerned. 

As  a  result  of  these  meetings,  we  have  secured  their 
support  on  some  matters  of  interest  to  us  and  have 
frankly  agreed  to  disagree  when  matters  involving-  our 
established  principles  were  discussed. 

A  more  specific  account  of  our  conferences  and  the 
results  thereof  will  undoubtedly  be  set  forth  in  the 
Legislative  Agent's  report. 

In  general,  I  would  say  that  these  meetings  mark  a 
new  high  spot  for  the  prestige  of  the  State  Federation 
of  Labor  and  clearly  demonstrate  the  increased  respect 
in  which  we  are  held  by  the  Employers'  groups  in  the 
state. 

Our  legislative  program  has  engaged  a  large  share  of 
my  time  and  attention,  and  in  conjunction  with  a  tire- 
less and  energetic  Legislative  Agent  I  have  tried  to 
promote  our  interests  in  these  matters.  A  detailed  re- 
port will  be  made  by  Secretary  Watt,  so  I  will  mention 
only  a  few  of  the  high  lights. 

Our  Workmen's  Compensation  Bill,  House  340,  was 
heard  before  a  large  group  of  our  members  and  another 
sizeable  group  of  Insurance  Clerks,  Agents,  and  Stenog- 
raphers. These  latter  were  present  upon  orders  of  their 
bosses,  the  Insurance  Companies,  and,  indeed,  they  made 
up  a  most  pitiful  spectacle  of  slaves  doing  the  bidding  of 
their  masters.  I  conducted  the  presentation  of  our  side 
of  the  case,  and  I  pause  now  to  pay  tribute  to  the  bril- 
liant attack  and  logical  argument  made  for  us  by  our 
Legislative  Agent,  Bobby  Watt.  Other  leaders  in  our 
group  made  valuable  contributions  to  the  case  and  when 
the  hearing  closed  I  was  well  satisfied  with  Labor's  ef- 
fort. 

Some  time  later,  to  meet  the  objections  of  constitu- 
tionality raised  against  this  bill,  we  had  it  analyzed  by 
an  attorney  whose  practice  is  almost  exclusively  in  Work- 


men's Compensation  cases,  and  who  is  considered  an 
authority  in  this  field.  Imagine  our  mortification  and 
dismay  when  this  attorney,  in  a  masterful  analysis  of  our 
bill,  brought  to  light  a  whole  flock  of  inconsistencies, 
weaknesses,  and  illegal  provisions  which  so  emasculated 
poor  old  House  340  as  to  leave  practically  nothing  but 
the  State  Fund  provision  intact.  I  immediately  called  an 
Executive  Council  meeting  and  had  this  attorney  present 
to  explain  his  interpretations,  and  after  lengthy  ques- 
tioning and  discussion  by  the  entire  Council  we  came  to 
the  unanimous  conclusion  that  the  passage  of  that  bill  in 
its  present  form  would  be  nothing  short  of  a  calamity  to 
our  movement.  I  assume  the  Secretary  will  discuss  this 
more  fully  in  his  report,  and  meanwhile  the  written  re- 
port of  this  attorney  is  now  part  of  our  records  and 
available  for  anyone  who  chooses  to  examine  it. 

This  unexpected  development  left  us  with  practically 
nothing  in  the  way  of  proposed  legislation  on  Work- 
men's Compensation,  and  in  this  emergency  we  had  a 
new  bill  drafted  and  sought  to  get  it  into  the  legislative 
hopper.  In  conferences  with  the  Employers'  Group  we 
pointed  out  that  only  the  Employer  and  the  Employee 
had  an  actual  stake  in  this  matter,  and  that  the  insur- 
ance companies  were  merely  parasites,  feeding  off  the 
both  of  us. 

We  finally  induced  them  to  send  a  sub-committee  to 
our  headquarters  and  to  meet  with  a  sub-committee  of 
our  Executive  Council,  both  sides  to  have  counsel  pres- 
ent and  the  meeting  to  be  presided  over  by  the  Joint 
Chairmen  of  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Labor  and 
Industries.  At  this  conference,  after  many  weary  hours 
of  debate  and  compromise,  we  agreed  on  twelve  or  four- 
teen perfecting  amendments  all  designed  to  increase  the 
benefits  and  liberalize  the  provisions  and  practices  un- 
der the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

Faced,  as  we  were,  with  no  pending  legislation,  I  con- 
sider this  action  an  extraordinary  accomplishment, 
brought  forth  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances.  I 
presume  details  of  this  will  be  found  in  the  Legislative 
Agent's  report. 

I  could  fill  this  book  with  the  details  of  our  efforts  to 
enact  a  comprehensive  Anti-Injunction  bill  this  year. 
To  be  as  brief  as  possible,  I  conducted  this  hearing  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Judiciary  and  with  Attorney 
George  Roewer  and  Vice-President  Carroll  presented  our 
bill  and  the  arguments  in  favor  of  its  adoption.  It  was 
opposed  by  the  attorney  representing  the  Associated  In- 
dustries who  argued  that  it  was  clearly  unconstitutional. 

As  this  bill  was  nearly  identical  with  the  Norris-La 
Guardia  Federal  Law,  I  have  small  fear  of  its  constitu- 
tionality, but  as  we  all  know,  the  least  of  the  fight  to 
enact  legislation  is  the  hearing  before  the  committee. 
Now  began  a  long  series  of  manoeuvres  to  get  a  favor- 
able report  from  the  Judiciary  Committee.  In  this  con- 
nection, let  me  say,  that  your  Legislative  Agent  and  my- 
self have  worked  tirelessly  and  unceasingly  to  bring  this 
about,  and  if  there  was  any  legitimate  thing  that  we 
left  undone,  it  was  because  we  didn't  happen  to  think  of 
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it.  In  the  face  of  inside  pressure  against  this  bill,  we 
finally  got  a  favorable  committee  report  and  it  was  re- 
ported in  the  House. 

Great  credit  is  due  Representative  J.  Walton  Tuttle  of 
Framingham,  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  also  Rep- 
resentative William  Kirkpatrick  of  Holyoke,  sponsor  of 
the  bill,  and  Representative  Edward  J.  Kelley  of 
Worcester,  Democratic  House  Leader. 

In  the  fight  to  get  this  legislation  reported  out,  it  was 
rewritten  two  or  three  times  within  the  committee,  and 
each  time  was  given  a  new  number,  and  each  revision 
(to  date)  has  my  approval.  After  taking  two  readings 
in  the  House  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Third 
Reading  and  at  this  writing  it  rests  in  that  spot.  We 
have  fought  hard  to  keep  it  away  from  the  Courts  for 
an  advisory  opinion  on  Constitutionality,  as  we  feel  that 
we  have  ample  precedent  to  justify  the  passage  of  this 
bill  by  the  Legislature,  and  the  question  of  its  legality 
can  be  raised  in  a  suit  at  law  when  we  will  defend  the 
law  with  able  and  experienced  counsel.  We  feel  that  we 
have  the  votes  to  pass  this  bill  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature,  but  we  still  need  at  this  time  the  vigilant 
support  of  all  the  forces  we  have. 

I  consider  that  the  passing  of  this  legislation,  if  it  is 
not  kissed  to  death  by  hostile  amendments,  will  mark 
one  of  the  most  important  accomplishments  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Federation  of  Labor. 

All  in  all,  I  can  say  that  our  whole  legislative  pro- 
gram has  met  with  a  greater  degree  of  success  than  at 
any  period  for  the  past  few  years. 

At  the  reqviest  of  President  Green  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  I  appointed  a  committee  to  go  to 
Washington  to  assist  in  getting  the  national  legislation 
before  Congress.  James  T.  Moriarty,  John  J.  Kearney, 
Bobby  Watt  and  myself  made  the  trip,  and  we  found 
President  Green  much  disturbed  that  important  Federal 
Labor  Legislation  seemed  to  be  jammed  in  committees 
and  was  not  being  reported.  Our  committee  went  to  work 
at  once,  and  succeeded  in  interviewing  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  Senators  and  urged  upon  them  a  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Wagner  Disputes  Bill,  the  Thirty- 
Hour  Week  Bill,  the  Social  Security  Bill,  and  the  GuflFey 
Bill. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  both  the  Senate  and  House  Chair- 
men of  the  Labor  Committees  were  Massachusetts  men, 
namely  Senator  Walsh  and  Representative  Connery,  we 
v/ere  very  successful  in  our  efforts.  Both  of  these  gentle- 
men promised  to  bring  out  our  bills  with  favorable  re- 
ports of  their  committees.  We  consider  that  the  effort 
made  was  well  worthwhile,  and  I  am  sure  President 
Green  was  pleased  with  our  work. 

Later,  when  the  general  conference  was  held  to  for- 
ward the  interests  of  all  the  Labor  Legislative  program, 
both  Senator  Walsh  and  Representative  Connery  spoke 
to  the  delegates  and  we  felt  pretty  good  about  the  way 
in  which  they  both  endorsed  Labor's  bills. 


During  the  year  we  have  removed  our  offices  in  the 
same  building  so  that  we  could  have  the  use  of  two  rooms 
instead  of  one.  Although  this  has  added  considerably  to 
our  rent  the  additional  service  we  are  able  to  render  our 
affiliated  unions  and  the  convenience  of  having  space  for 
private  consultation  has  been  worth  many  times  the  ex- 
tra cost. 

I  appointed  Vice-President  Batty  to  represent  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  in  Governor  Curley's  Textile  Con- 
ference in  Washington,  and  he  proved  himself  a  well- 
informed  and  valuable  member  of  that  delegation. 

The  Regional  Conferences  were  held  in  due  order,  and 
again  proved  their  worth  by  affording  us  the  opportun- 
ity of  lining  up  our  forces  in  the  drive  for  beneficial 
legislation. 

The  State  Liquor  Committee  which  I  appointed  after 
the  last  convention  has  kept  a  close  watch  on  develop- 
ments in  this  field  of  industry,  and  upon  their  recom- 
mendation I  urge  that  no  specific  legislation  be  sup- 
ported at  this  time,  but  with  the  consent  of  the  conven- 
tion, I  deem  it  advisable  to  continue  this  same  Com- 
mittee for  future  study  and  action. 

New  Affiliations  for  the  past  year  totaled  over  fifty. 

At  this  time,  I  desire  to  extend  a  word  of  welcome  to 
the  Bricklayers'  Union  throughout  the  state  who  have 
affiliated  all  of  their  local  unions  chartered  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Credit  for  this  fine  piece  of  work  goes  to  Secre- 
tary Watt  and  Vice-President  Carroll,  in  conjunction 
with  Secretary  Russell  of  the  State  Association  of  Brick- 
layers. 

Our  financial  standing  going  into  the  new  fiscal  year 
is  extremely  pleasing  to  me,  and  this,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  incurred  extraordinary  expenses  such  as 
increased  rent,  convention  expenses,  the  publishing  of  a 
Labor  History  in  Massachusetts,  and  a  trying  and  ex- 
pensive political  campaign.  With  absolutely  all  bills 
paid,  even  for  convention  expenses  anticipated,  we  show 
a  very  handsome  balance  of  cash  on  hand. 

In  concluding  this  brief  report  for  the  year,  I  wish  to 
make  due  acknowledgment  of  the  wonderful  spirit  of 
cooperation  I  have  encountered  in  our  ranks.  All  of  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Council,  as  well  as  many  of 
the  leaders  outside  the  official  family,  have  joined  with 
me  in  a  wholehearted  manner  to  advance  the  good  and 
welfare  of  our  organization. 

It  has  been  both  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  for  me  to 
serve  you  in  this  broader  field,  and  I  am  indeed  happy 
that  we  have  attained  some  small  measure  of  success 
in  our  efforts  toward  bigger  and  better  things  for  our 
beloved  movement. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Signed:  JOHN  F.  GATELEE, 

President. 
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To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  50th  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation 
of  Labor: 

Greeting: 

This  is  in  conformity  with  the  custom  wherein  the 
Vice-President  makes  an  annual  report  which,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  is  intended  to  indicate  his  accomplishments 
during  his  term  of  office. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  visit  many  organizations, 
some  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them  into  affiliation. 
In  some  instances  I  was  successful,  as  the  Officers' 
Report  will  show,  and  at  other  times  I  did  some  pinch- 
hitting  for  Secretary-Treasurer,  Robert  J.  Watt.  Most 
of  my  spare  time  was  taken  up  with  the  promotion  of 
legislation  to  the  end  that  Massachusetts  might  be  able 
to  take  advantage  of  Federal  Government  legislation 
appropriating  large  sums  of  money  for  housing  pur- 
poses, having  in  mind  that  our  last  Convention  in- 
structed its  officers  to  work  for  a  measure  of  this  kind. 
At  this  writing  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
we  have  met  with  success,  and  housing  in  Massachu- 
setts for  the  lower-paid  workers  is  to  be  once  more  a 
reality.  The  question  of  housing  is  dealt  with  more 
fully  under  the  heading  of  "Officers'  Report." 

Since  our  last  Convention,  Secretary  Watt  requested 
me  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  the  gasolene  station 
employees,  and  with  the  assistance  of  organizers  Frank 
Fenton  and  Thomas  Bui-ns  I  was  successful  in  perfect- 
ing in  Metropolitan  Boston  a  nucleus  of  a  good  or- 
ganization that  bids  fair  to  be  effective  among  the  em- 
ployees in  this  field  in  the  near  future. 

At  this  time  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  giving  ex- 
pression to  my  thoughts  as  to  how  we  may  improve 
and  make  more  efficient  the  machinery  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  In  doing  so  it  is  not  to  be  construed 
or  intended  as  criticism  of  any  officers  of  our  organi- 
zation, but  on  the  contrary,  they  should  be  commended 
for  working  so  successfully  under  the  circumstances — 
particularly  your  legislative  agent,  Robert  J.  Watt. 

No  business  institution  can  conduct  its  affairs  on 
policies  that  were  practical  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago 
and  we  are  no  exception  to  the  rule.  We  must  admit 
that  the  Federation  of  Labor  in  Massachusetts  is  in  the 
business  of  protecting  and  promoting  the  best  interests 
of  the  workers.  We  must  employ  some  effective  means 
of  acquainting  the  voters  of  the  ducking  acts  of  our 
legislators  in  the  State  House  when  they  are  dealing 
with  Labor's  problems,  other  than  the  antiquated 
system  which  is  now  in  use  and  which  is  all  right  as 
far  as  it  goes  but  is  not  effective  enough.  We  must 
admit  that  the  news  columns  of  our  daily  papers  are 
closed  to  us  and  open  to  our  enemies.  It  seems  that 
the  only  way  open  for  us  is  to  use  the  radio.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  Federation  should  be  amended  creating 
a  radio  educational  council.  This  is  the  best  way  to 
disseminate  information  about  what  we  are  doing  and 
what  we  are  attempting  to  do  for  the  workers  of  our 


State.  IT  PAYS  TO  ADVERTISE!  We  will  be  com- 
pensated double-fold  by  the  levying  of  one  cent  addi- 
tional fee  per  man  per  month  for  at  least  one  year's 
trial.     It  would,  in  my  opinion,  justify  itself. 

How  much  do  the  workers  of  this  State  know  about 
what  would  happen  to  their  interests  if  we  were  to  re- 
move our  legislative  agent  from  the  halls  of  the  Legis- 
lature? Should  not  the  public  be  made  fully  acquaint- 
ed with  this  fact  among  other  things?  Is  there  any 
other  way  than  the  radio  in  which  it  can  be  done? 

Fact  number  two.  Delegates  come  to  Convention 
and  have  resolutions  adopted  in  behalf  of  their  Locals 
calling  for  the  presentation  of  bills  in  the  Legislature. 
Oftentimes  they  go  home  and  forget  them  expecting 
the  legislative  agent  to  be  a  master  mind  and  to  have 
bills  drafted  covering  all  the  ills  of  their  labor  unions. 
There  is  no  man  living  who  can  be  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  all  our  legislative  problems  to  be  able  to 
handle  the  problem  of  writing  all  kinds  of  legislation 
single-handed.  A  definite  policy  should  be  adopted 
by  the  Federation  for  the  drafting  of  legislation  and 
also  for  the  perusal  of  legislation  as  it  comes  out  of 
Committee,  amended.  Our  enemies  have  a  happy 
faculty  of  "taking  us  for  a  ride,"  not  by  opposing  our 
measures  but  by  amending  them  in  such  a  way  that  it 
is  rather  difficult  to  interpret.  Of  course  it  is  to  be 
understood  that  Labor  can  also  write  its  legislation  in 
such  a  way  that  it  will  be  rather  difficult  for  our  ene- 
mies to  follow  u&  if  we  use  the  proper,  means.  Two 
outstanding  facts  justify  the  conclusion  above  statedJ 
First,  the  Supreme  Court  decision  declaring  unconsti- 
tutional the  average  weekly  wage  in  industrial  compen- 
sation cases,  and  second  a  similar  act  by  the  Supreme 
Court  on  the  prevailing  rate  of  wage  law. 

Another  matter  that  I  believe  wants  serious  con- 
sideration by  the  Federation  of  Labor  is  the  problem 
of  taxation  as  it  affects  the  workers  of  Massachusetts. 
In  the  near  future  we  will  be  expected  to  take  a  defi- 
nite stand  on  this  problem  and  it  is  my  suggestion 
that  a  committee  of  five  members,  with  the  executive 
council  represented  by  at  least  two,  be  appointed  to 
investigate  and  act  for  the  Federation  between  con- 
ventions on  this  matter,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
officers  or  the  executive  council.  If  such  a  committee 
is  appointed  great  care  should  be  used  in  the  selection 
of  its  members. 

I  hope  this  will  be  the  means  of  making  some  con- 
tribution to  the  future  success  of  our  Organization. 

Affiliations: 

American  Federation  of  Actors 
Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers 
Bricklayers  3 
Bricklayers  8 
Bricklayers  9 
Bricklayers  22 
Government  Employees  38 
Retail  Cigar  Clerks  874 
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Seamen's  Union 

Teamsters  25 

Bricklayers  42 

Bricklayers  51 

Bricklayers  32 

Amal.  Watch  Makers  80 

Bricklayers  15 

Hardware  Retail  Clerks  1051 

Respectfully    submitted, 


JOHN  CARROLL, 
Vice-President,  District  1. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  50th  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation 
of  Labor: 

Greeting: 

In  reviewing  my  experiences  of  the  past  five  years 
as  a  Vice-President  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
I  must  emphasize  that  the  past  year,  in  my  opinion, 
will  prove  one  of  great  significance  in  many  ways  to  the 
movement. 

With  the  passage  of  the  N.R.A.  two  years  ago,  open- 
ing the  doors  to  apparent  greater  possibilities  and  in 
turn  presenting  graver  and  newer  problems,  the  abo- 
lition of  this  legislative  vehicle  by  the  decision  of  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  brought  about  a  state  of  con- 
fusion and  bewilderment  that  will  tax  the  wisdom  and 
intelligence  of  our  people  to  charter  a  course  that 
may,  and  we  hope,  prove  a  real  blessing  to  the  work- 
ers and  provide  the  impetus  to  help  bring  about  the 
Ideals  and  further  the  aspirations  to  which  our  great 
Movement  is  dedicated. 

Many  lessons  can  be  learned,  not  only  by  the  worker 
but  by  the  employer  as  well.  If  there  be  one  lesson 
to  be  learned  by  the  wage-earner,  it  is  the  lesson  of 
organization.  It  must  be  apparent  to  the  thousands 
of  new  members  who  have  joined  the  ranks  during 
the  past  two  years  that  only  through  a  trade  union 
can  their  voices  be  heard  and  their  rights  advanced. 
There  is  no  question,  despite  bitter  and  hostile  oppo- 
ition,  that  the  country  is  fast  becoming  trade-union 
minded.  However,  with  the  discarding  of  the  N.R.A. 
by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  it  will  necessarily  mean 
the  redoubling  of  our  efforts  along  organization  lines. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  attended  approximately 
fifty  meetings  and  conferences  toward  the  furtherance 
of  organization.  While  it  was  gratifying  to  note  the 
response  to  the  appeal  for  combination,  many  of  these 
newer  bodies,  however,  have  suffered  through  the 
lack  of  experienced  leaders.  This,  in  the  very  nature 
of  things,  must  necessarily  be  expected.  Lack  of 
experienced  leadership  presents  a  problem  that  cannot 
be  ignored,  if  these  new  unions  are  to  make  real  prog- 
ress.    It  is  entirely  beyond  the  realm  of  possibilities. 


except  in  some  instances,  to  expect  the  officers  of  new- 
ly formed  unions  to  carry  on  without  the  advice  and 
counsel  of  those  of  a  wider  experience.  It  is  physi- 
cally impossible  for  the  officials  of  the  State  Federa- 
tion, together  with  their  own  responsibilities,  to  meet 
the  constant  demand  made  for  this  kind  of  service. 
I  would  suggest  that  a  bureau  be  established,  com- 
posed of  union  officials  and  others  who  would  have 
the  experience  and  time,  to  volunteer  their  services, 
when  requested,  in  assisting  and  counseling  these 
unions. 

During  the  year  I  attended  as  many  legislative  hear- 
ings as  possible  and  canvassed  local  legislators  in  be- 
half of  labor  and  kindred  legislation.  I  would  sug- 
gest along  this  line  that  consideration  be  given  to  the 
feasibility  and  advisability  of  calling  together  in 
conference  all  the  business  agents  of  the  local  unions 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  seeking  their  cooperation 
and  collaboration  in  furtherance  of  legislative  assist- 
ance. I  believe  the  harnessing  together  of  such  a 
group  in  a  legislative  program  would  be  of  inestimable 
value. 

Affiliations : 

American  Federation  of  Actors 

Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers 

Bricklayers  3 

Bricklayers  8 

Bricklayers  9 

Bricklayers  22 

Government  Employees  38 

Retail  Cigar  Clerks  874 

Seamen's  Union 

Teamsters  25 

Bricklayers  42 

Bricklayers  51 

Bricklayers  32 

Amal.  Watch  Makers  80 

Bricklayers  15 

Hardware  Retail  Clerks  1051 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 

Vice-President,  District  1 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  50th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor: 

Greeting: 

As  one  of  your  Vice-Presidents  of  District  Number 
One  of  Boston,  I  hereby  submit  to  you  my  report  for 
the  past  year.  I  have  done  all  that  was  possible  to 
further  the  program  that  you  set  out  for  me  at  the 
last  convention  relative  to  legislation  beneficial  to 
organized  labor,  and  have  endeavored  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  Representatives  of  this  district  urging 
their  support  of  our  measures.  When  possible,  I 
have  attended  hearings  at  the  State  House. 
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To  any  request  from  members  of  the  movement  I 
have  gladly  given  my  services,  and  by  personal  appeal 
have  stressed  affiliation  with  American  Federation  of 
Labor  unions  and  the  purchasing  of  union  label  prod- 
ucts. 

I  took  an  active  part  in  the  political  campaign  as  a 
member  of  the  Non-Partisan  Political  Committee, 
and  passed  out  the  records  and  spoke  at  meetings 
throughout  the  state. 

The  Regional  Conference  for  this  district,  at  which 
I  presided,  was  held  at  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union  and  proved  most  instructive  to  those  in  attend- 
ance. It  is  my  opinion  that  these  conferences  should 
be  continued. 

In  closing,  may  I  suggest  that  we  do  all  in  our  power 
to  keep  our  friends  in  office  at  the  State  House  by 
giving  them  honest  support,  and  where  possible  that 
we  defeat  our  enemies  and  increase  the  number  of  our 
friends  in  the  Great  and  General  Court. 

Affiliations: 

American  Federation  of  Actors 

Amalgamated   Clothing  Workers 

Bricklayers  3 

Bricklayers  8 

Bricklayers  9 

Bricklayers  22 

Government  Employees  38 

Eetail  Cigar  Clerks  874 

Seamen's  Union 

Teamsters  25 

Bricklayers  42 

Bricklayers  51 

Bricklayers  32 

Amal.  Watch  Makers  80 

Bricklayers  15 

Hardware  Retail  Clerks  1051 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MICHAEL  J.   O'HARE 
Vice-President  District   1. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  50th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor: 

Greeting: 

It  has  been  a  great  privilege  for  me  to  represent 
the  Second  District  during  the  past  year. 

The  opportunity  to  serve  on  the  sub-committee  on 
legislation  was  indeed  a  welcome  one.  This  com- 
mittee held  a  series  of  conferences  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  Massachusetts  division  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Council  and  of  the  Associated  Industries  and  on 
occasions  with  members  of  the  Committee  on  Labor 
and  Industries  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 
Some  progress  was  made  in  effecting  mutual  under- 
standings regarding  legislation  that  has  in  past  years 


been  the  subject  of  more  or  less  bitter  partisanship. 
I  did,  of  course,  attend  several  hearings  on  labor 
measures  at  the  State  House  whenever  the  opportunity 
presented  itself. 

Whenever  possible,  I  have  filled  assignments  to 
special  duties  and  I  trust  those  concerned  have  found 
my  eff'orts  acceptable. 

I  represented  the  Federation  on  Governor  Curley's 
delegation  to  Washington.  We  presented  briefs  upon 
the  New  England  and  particularly  the  Massachusetts 
textile  situation  to  the  Cabinet  Committee  assigned 
by  President  Roosevelt  to  investigate  this  subject. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  Regional  Conference 
held  at  Fall  River,  Sunday,  March  10,  1935  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  ever  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor. 
Though  fewer  attended  the  following  week's  con- 
ference at  Brockton,  it  proved  to  be  none  the  less 
interesting  and  inspiring. 

Incidentally,  I  am  instructed  to  report  that  the 
Fall  River  session  of  the  Regional  Conference  passed 
a  resolution  petitioning  the  Massachusetts  State  Fed- 
eration and  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to 
initiate  measures  looking  to  the  creation  of  a  National 
Labor  Party.  I  suggest  this  item  be  referred  to  the 
appropriate  Committee  for  consideration  and  report. 

The  work  of  a  Vice  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Federation  of  Labor  has  been  most  congenial 
and  it  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  be  associated  with 
all  the  other  officers  of  the  Federation.  I  can  state 
truthfully  that  without  exception  they  have  each  con- 
tended for  promotion  of  labors'  interests  as  they  sev- 
erally interpreted  them  and  differences  of  opinion 
have  never  been  permitted  to  become  personal  or  in 
any  way  to  affect  our  efficiency  as  an  organization. 

On  many  occasions,  I  have  addressed  meetings  of 
local  unions  in  this  district  and  have  urged  the  affili- 
ation of  those  not  yet  in  affiliation  with  the  State  Fed- 
eration with,  I  hope,  a  fair  measure  of  success. 

Affiliations: 

Bricklayers  26 
Bricklayers  5 
Laundry  Workers  64 
Last  Makers  18377 
Bricklayers  11 
Bricklayers  7 
Street  Carmen  1037 
Bi'icklayers  39 
Firemen  &  Oilers  294 
Maintenance  Men  1681 
Ladies  Garment  Workers  178 
Amal.     Clothing  Workers  177 
Electrical  Workers  224 
Gas  Workers  18583 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  E.  G.  BATTY, 
Vice-President  District  2. 
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To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  50th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor: 

Greeting : 

In  compliance  with  the  mandates  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Federation,  I  submit  this  brief  Report  of 
my  activities  as  your  Vice-President  of  the  third  dis- 
trict. 

I  attended  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Council 
and  complied  with  all  assignments  given  to  me  by 
President  Gatelee  and  Secretary  Watt. 

I  presided  over  Regional  Conference  held  in  Law- 
rence which  was  very  well  attended  and  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  the  Trade  Unionists  of  the  3rd  district. 

Participated  in  political  campaign  to  bring  about 
the  defeat  of  labor's  enemies  in  the  last  State  election 
and  carried  out  Resolution  No.  36  adopted  at  our  last 
convention  with  all  the  enthusiasm,  energy  and  time 
which  I  could  possibly  give. 

Under  N.R.A.,  E.R.A.,  and  the  P.W.A.,  it  has  been 
my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  assist  indirectly  local 
union  labor  and  union  contractors  so  as  to  enable  our 
people  to  receive  employment  and  the  many  privileges 
and  benefits  which  are  rightfully  theirs  under  this  new 
order. 

I  attended  all  hearings  on  important  legislation 
held  at  the  State  House  and  was  instrumental  in  cre- 
ating interest  and  seeing  that  the  local  unions  and 
central  body  in  the  3rd  district  sent  delegates  to  attend 
these  important  hearings. 

Many  of  the  newly  formed  organized  labor  unions 
in  my  district  have  received  help  from  me,  whenever 
I  could  be  of  assistance,  on  matters  of  organization, 
conferences,  wage  disputes,  etc. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Central  Body  and  Local  Unions 
in  the  3rd  district,  and  to  express  my  most  gracious 
thanks  to  Secretary  Watt  and  Assistant  Secretary, 
Miss  Geraldine  Murphy. 

Affiliations: 

Bricklayers  40 

Box  Board  Makers  204 

Bricklayers  10 

Bakery  Workers  103 

Bricklayers  31 

Post  Office  Clerks  31 

Upholsterers  60 

Bricklayers  12 

Hotel  &  Rest.  Employees  56 

Bricklayers  4 

Letter  Carriers  108 

Carpenters  1463 


Carpenters  862 
Carpenters  885 


Respectfully  submitted, 


MATTHEW  P.  MANEY, 

Vice-President  District  3. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  50th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor: 

Greeting: 

The  continuance  of  the  depression,  particularly 
amongst  the  organized  crafts  in  this  section,  has  been 
exerting  an  influence  that  up  to  quite  recently  has 
been  far  from  encouraging,  and  has  taxed  the  courage 
and  resourcefulness  of  every  official  connected  with 
the  movement  in  this  locality. 

Industry,  as  a  whole,  has  been  at  a  very  low  point. 
Unemployment  has  been  of  such  long  duration  and  so 
general  that  the  great  part  of  our  working  population 
has  either  depended  upon  work  carried  through  the 
government  relief  agencies  or  without  employment  of 
any  kind.  This  has  of  necessity  been  a  serious  draw- 
back to  the  organizations  in  this  district,  and  would 
say  on  the  whole,  that  the  year  has  been  less  favorable 
than  any  we  have  experienced  in  a  decade. 

From  experience  gained  through  contacts  with  in- 
dustrial leaders,  and  as  a  member  of  the  executive 
board,  I  am  more  convinced  than  ever  that  more 
attention  should  be  given  the  makeup  of  our  legis- 
lature. It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  efforts  of  our 
legislative  agent  could  be  greatly  lessened  if  the 
thousands  of  our  members  throughout  the  State  were 
conscious  of  the  antagonism  displayed  by  legislators, 
many  of  whom  are  from  industrial  centres  and  whose 
records,  year  after  year,  show  ill  feeling  toward  legis- 
lation beneficial  to  the  workers,  and  lack  of  sympathy 
with  the  aims  and  aspirations  of  the  American  work- 
man. 

Indications  point  to  a  much  better  year  during 
1935-1936,  and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  re-awakening 
to  the  importance  of  renewing  affiliations  with  or- 
ganizations will  occur,  and  that  it  but  needs  a  revival 
of  business  to  again  place  this  section  in  the  front 
ranks  of  those  striving  to  improve  the  conditions 
amongst  our  people. 

I  most  sincerely  thank  the  officers  of  the  executive 
board  for  the  splendid  work  they  have  done  for  Massa- 
chusetts people  during  the  past  year;  work  that  is 
seldom  noticed  by  the  people  at  large,  but  neverthe- 
less of  vital  importance  in  our  life. 

Affiliations: 

United  Textile  Workers  2401 
Bricklayers  23 
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Bricklayers  19 

Paper  Makers  12 

Upholsterers  2419 

United  Textile  Workers  2178 

Bricklayers  24 

Bricklayers  6 

Cigar  Makers  92 

Gas  Employees  19224 

Musicians   143 

United  Textile  Workers  2331 

Paper  Mill  Workers  190 

Wire  Workers  19859 

Respectfully  submitted 


CHARLES  F.  SWEENEY, 

Vice-President  District  4. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  50th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor: 

Greeting: 

It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  find  that  Labor  is  getting 
more  politically-minded  and  concerned  in  the  election 
of  the  legislators  who  make  laws  affecting  the  work- 
ing people. 

Immediately  following  the  adjournment  of  the  1934 
Convention,  we  engaged  in  an  active  campaign  to  de- 
feat the  enemies  of  labor  in  the  State  Legislature  who 
so  continuously  ignored  Labor's  legislative  program. 
The  most  important  defeat  was  that  of  Gaspar  G. 
Bacon,  but  we  also  eliminated  a  "senatorial  foe  of 
labor"  from  this  district. 

While  organization  activity  was  somewhat  retarded 
during  the  past  year,  I  continued  to  assist  newly  or- 
ganized unions  and  am  glad  to  report  that  we  have 
been  successful  in  affiliating  the  following  organiza- 
tions: 

Bricklayers  36. 

Bricklayers  2. 

Thread  Workers  2228. 

Bartenders  113. 

Bricklayers  4. 

Bricklayers  1. 

Carpet  Mechanics  52. 

Coal  Teamsters  154, 

Match  Workers  18734. 

Wire  Weavers'  Assoc. 

Central  Labor  Union,  Westfield. 

Bartenders  125, 

Tile,  Marble  &  Terrazo  Helpers  97. 

Elec.  Workers  761. 

In  addition  to  having  spoken  before  numerous  or- 
ganizations in  this  district  with  the  view  of  affiliating 
them  with  the  State  Federation  of  Labor,  I  attended 
several  hearings  of  the  State  Legislature  in  Boston 
to  record  this  district  on  important  labor  legislation. 


In  March  of  this  year,  the  Regional  Labor  Con- 
ference was  held  in  Springfield  and  I  invited  all  unions 
in  Western  Massachusetts,  whether  affiliated  with  the 
State  Federation  or  not,  to  attend.  This  conference 
was  very  largely  attended  and  I  am  sure  much  benefit 
was  derived  from  the  interesting  report  by  our  Legis- 
lative Agent,  Robert  J,  Watt. 

At  this  time,  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  efforts  and  cooperation  ojf  all  the  unions  in  this 
district,  and  the  Springfield  Central  Labor  Union,  who 
worked  so  faithfully  during  the  past  year  in  the  in- 
terest of  Labor,  and  the  Non-Partisan  Political  Com- 
mittee in  this  district  who  made  possible  the  defeat  of 
labor's  enemies  in  the  past  State  election. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  E.  CAFFREY, 

Vice-President  District  5. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DELEGATE  TO  THE 

FIFTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL   CONVENTION   OF   THE 

AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

As  your  delegate  to  the  Fifty-Fourth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  held 
in  San  Francisco,  California,  October  1,  1934,  I. suh- 
mit  to  the  delegates  to  this  convention  the  following 
report: 

The  convention,  which  was  the  largest  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Federation,  was  opened  by  the  President 
of  the  San  Francisco  Labor  Council  who  outlined 
the  activities  of  the  trade  unionists  during  the  recent 
strike  in  that  city.  His  introduction  of  President 
Green,  who  assumed  direction  of  the  convention,  was 
the  signal  for  a  storm  of  applause. 

President  Green  launched  into  a  militant  speech  in 
which  he  said  that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
would  demand  of  Congress  and  State  Legislatures 
the  enactment  of  laws  providing  for  a  six-hour  day 
and  five-day  week;  unemployment- insurance,  old-age 
pensions,  abolition  of  child  labor,  and  a  comprehen- 
sive program  of  social  justice. 

The  first  two  days  were  largely  devoted  to  speech 
making,  among  those  occupying  the  rostrum  being 
U,  S.  Secretary  of  Labor,  Frances  Perkins;  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator James  J.  Davis,  Spencer  Miller,  Jr.,  Director  of 
the  Workers'  Education  Bureau,  and  many  other 
notable  speakers  who  all  addressed  the  delegates  on 
important  issues  which  were  much  too  lengthy  to 
even  mention  in  this  report. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Council,  a  voluminous . 
document  dealing  with  every  phase  of  the  Federation's 
activities,    evoked   great  interest   as  the  various   sub- 
jects   were    referred    to    the    convention    committees. 
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Some  of  the  important  declarations  and  brief  excerpts 
from  the  report  may  be  of  interest  to  the  delegates. 

Non-Partisan  Political  Policy 

Every  candidate  should  be  questioned  as  to  his  at- 
titude toward  labor  by  the  labor  officials  in  his  con- 
gressional district. 

Work  of  Organization 

From  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  Maine  to 
Texas,  the  unorganized  workers  have  been  enrolling 
in  trade  unions  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  during  the  past  year. 

Unemployment  and  the  Codes 

The  N.R.A.  codes  of  fair  competition  which  are 
drawn  up  by  employers,  have  utterly  failed  to  see 
the  necessity  of  drastically  reducing  the  length  of  the 
work  week  in  order  to  provide  jobs  for  the  million 
unemployed  workers. 

Old  Age  Security 

As  a  result  of  aggressive  action  by  the  organized 
labor  movement,  old  age  security  laws  have  been 
placed  on  the  statute  books  of  twenty-eight  states. 

Organizing   Rubber  Workers 

When  the  organizing  campaign  began  a  little  over 
a  year  ago  there  were  not  more  than  2500  organized 
employees  in  the  Rubber  District.  Today  there  are 
60,000  to  70,000  organized  in  the  same  district. 

Wages  Reduced  by  Codes 

Asserting  that  the  minimum  wage  rates  fixed  in 
codes  were  to  apply  only  to  the  least  skilled  workers, 
the  council  stated  that  there  soon  appeared  a  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  employers  to  reduce  skilled 
labor  rates  to  the  minimum  rate. 

Ten  Million  Unemployed 

The  fifty-fourth  convention  finds  the  year's  progress 
toward  recovery  falling  far  short  of  what  we  had 
hoped.  Despite  the  efforts  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  "prime  the  pump"  ten  millions  are  without 
jobs. 

Child  Labor  Amendment 

It  must  be  clear  to  every  supporter  of  the  Child 
Labor  Amendment  that  child  labor  on  a  national  basis 
can  only  be  prevented  and  prohibited  through  the 
enactment  of  a  federal  statute. 

The  Company  Union 

Employers  who  are  opposed  to  collective  bargaining 
with  organized  employees  hailed  the  company  union 
as  a  way  to  escape  a  real  union. 

Over  two  hundred  resolutions  on  various  subjects 
were  introduced,  the  great  majority  of  them  being 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  for  action. 
Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  Federation  had 
such  a  large  number  of  resolutions  been  submitted. 


A  subject  of  considerable  interest  was  the  dispute 
among  the  Building  Trades  Unions.  The  Executive 
Council  had  ruled  "that  because  the  Building  Trades 
Department  Convention  excluded  legally  affiliated 
organizations  from  representation  in  the  convention, 
all  action  taken  by  the  convention  is  illegal  and  can- 
not be  recognized  by  the  A.  F.  of  L." 

This  item  was  set  as  a  special  order  of  business, 
and  after  a  lengthy  and  spirited  debate  in  which  almost 
all  International  Presidents  of  the  Building  Trades 
participated,  the  decision  of  the  Executive  Council 
was  sustained  by  a  roll  call  vote  of  19,399  votes  in 
favor,  to  3826  against. 

The  convention  declared  that  the  Shorter  Work 
Week  with  no  reduction  in  wages  was  Labor's  funda- 
mental policy  and  the  only  solution  to  the  depression 
and  the  unemployment  problem.  President  Green  in 
a  ringing  speech  which  brought  the  delegates  to  their 
feet  stated  that  the  Federation  will  not  rest  until  the 
wealth  of  the  Nation  is  so  distributed  that  people  can 
buy  the  products  of  industry. 

Your  delegate  presented  several  resolutions,  among 
which  was  one  urging  consideration  being  given  to 
State  Federations,  Central  Labor  Unions,  and  Local 
Unions  in  the  selection  of  Directors  of  Workers'  Edu- 
cation and  in  the  development  of  Labor  Educational 
programs. 

The  Resolutions  Committee  concurred  in  this  reso- 
lution and  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  convention. 

Another  resolution  urging  the  President  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  to  initiate  a  vigorous  campaign  to  secure 
the  enactment  of  State  Funds  for  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation was  presented  by  your  delegate  and  adopted 
by  the  convention. 

A  resolution  declaring  for  Unemployment  Insur- 
ance on  the  basis  of  pooled  funds  and  against  unem- 
ployment reserves  presented  by  your  delegate  was  one 
of  the  many  resolutions  on  that  subject  considered, 
and  the  committee  recommended  the  wholehearted 
endorsement  of  general  proposals  in  line  with  action 
taken  at  previous  conventions. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  49th  Annual 
Convention  held  in  Boston  in  August,  1934,  your 
delegate  presented  Resolution  Number  66  to  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  Convention.  This  resolution  called  for 
the  Federation  to  renew  agitation  for  operation  by 
the  United  States  Government  of  a  Telegraph  and 
Telephone  system  as  part  of  its  postal  service.  The 
committee  without  recommending  any  action  on  the 
preamble  of  the  resolution  recommended  concurrence 
in  the  resolve  and  the  report  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

One  of  the  most  important  matters  coming  before 
the  convention  for  action  was  the  question  of  indus- 
trial  unions.      Fourteen    resolutions    were    introduced 
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by  delegates  on  this  subject,  and  after  a  long  spirited 
discussion  the  committee  recommended,  in  lieu  of 
the  resolutions,  the  following: 

"To  meet  this  new  condition,  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil is  directed  to  issue  charters  for  National  or 
International  Unions  in  the  automotive,  cement, 
aluminum,  and  such  other  mass  production  and  mis- 
cellaneous industries  as  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Executive  Council  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
situation. 

"That  the  Executive  Council  shall  at  the  earliest 
practical  date  inaugurate,  manage,  promote  and 
conduct  a  campaign  of  organization  in  the  iron 
and  steel  industry." 

Another  matter  which  was  debated  at  length  was 
the  proposition  to  increase  the  membership  of  the 
Executive  Council.  After  a  lengthy  debate  and  sev- 
eral roll  call  votes  the  recommendation  of  the  Law 
Committee  to  increase  the  membership  from  eight  to 
fifteen  was  adopted  by  the   convention. 


All  members  of  the  Council  were  re-elected,  and 
Daniel  J.  Tobin,  Teamsters;  William  L.  Hutcheson, 
Carpenters;  George  L.  Berry,  Printing  Pressmen; 
John  L.  Lewis,  Mine  Workers;  David  Dubinsky, 
Garment  Workers;  Harry  C.  Bates,  Bricklayers; 
and  Edward  J.  Gainor,  Letter  Carriers,  were  elected 
as  additional  members. 

Although  this  report  is  somewhat  lengthy,  I  have 
done  my  utmost  to  confine  it  to  matters  of  broad 
general  interest.  In  conclusion,  I  want  to  express 
to  the  delegates  of  the  August,  1934,  convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  my  sin- 
cere thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  and  my 
sincere  appreciation  for  the  opportunity  to  represent 
them  and  act  as  their  delegate. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


^^^/ i?  ^:^2g^ 


LEGISLATIVE  AGENT'S  REPORT 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  50th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor: 

More  progress  has  been  achieved  this  year  in  labor 
legislation  than  during  any  year  in  the  history  of  the 
State  Federation.  The  militant  fight  which  loyal 
trade  unionists  made  throughout  the  state  against 
the  arrogant  and  ignorant  voting  of  several  Senators, 
resulted  in  many  new  faces  in  the  Massachusetts 
Senate. 

The  Governor's  message,  the  most  progressive 
which  has  ever  been  offered  by  any  Governor  to  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  gave  authority  to  many  of 
our  more  important  requests.  In  his  inaugural  mes- 
sage, the  Governor  grappled  with  basic  problems  of 
social  and  industrial  relationships  and  framed  cor- 
rective suggestions  which  helped  considerably  toward 
their  solution. 

Organized  Labor  greeted  with  special  enthusiasm 
his  specific  proposals  for  legislation  on  Workmen's 
Compensation,  Injunction  legislation,  School  Leaving 
Age,  as  well  as  other  recommendations  which  would 
protect  the  human  values  of  even  the  humblest  of 
workers. 

The  wisdom  of  the  action  of  the  49th  Annual  Con- 
vention in  bringing  about  the  defeat  of  those  politi- 
cians hostile  to  Labor  can  best  be  appreciated  in 
knowing  that  for  the  first  time  in  years  an  unusually 
fine  Committee  on  Labor  and  Industries  was  ap- 
pointed,   with   the   result   that   a    more    complete    and 


informative  series  of  hearings  were  held  on  all  labor 
measures,  along  with  responsible  leadership  on  the 
floor  of  both  the  House  and  the  Senate.  Senator 
Meehan  carried  every  piece  of  labor  legislation  heard 
before  the  Committee  on  Labor  and  Industries  onto 
the  floor  of  the  Senate,  many  times  against  bitter  op- 
position; and  Representative  Henry  Cabot  Lodge  pre- 
sented Labor's  proposals   on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

As  in  other  years,  our  long  time  friends  like  Eddie 
Kelley  of  Worcester,  Carl  Woekel  of  Methuen,  Leo 
Carney  of  New  Bedford,  Wm.  Grant  of  Fall  River, 
have  fought  hard  and  long  for  all  our  bills.  All  the 
legislation  we  were  successful  in  passing  was  passed 
in  spite  of  the  determined  opposition  of  the  old 
guard  in  the  Senate,  led  by  Senator  Donald  Nichol- 
son, Wareham;  Senator  George  Moyse  of  Waltham; 
and  Senator  Frank  Hurley  of  Holyoke,  the  latter  be- 
ing a  new  recruit  to  the  ranks  of  those  who  are 
against  us  "regardless." 

In  addition  to  improvement  in  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation, you  will  note  from  this  report  that  we 
succeeded  in  enacting  Anti-Injunction  legislation; 
Weekly  Wage  Bill;  48  Hour  Revision;  One  Day's  Rest 
in  Seven  for  Firemen  and  Watchmen  and  Guards  in 
Banks;  Pick  Clocks  on  Looms;  Advertising  for  Em- 
ployees during  Strikes;  Industrial  Insurance  Bill; 
Ventilation  in  Factories  and  Garages;  Attachment  of 
Wages;  and  several  other  measures  in  either  branch 
of  the  General  Court  at  the  present  writing,  and  on 
which  the  Legislative  Agent  will  make  further  report 
to  the  Convention. 
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This  was  accomplished  despite  the  fact,  as  in  other 
years,  that  many  of  the  powerful  lobbies  were  pitted 
against  us.  No  words  of  mine  could  express  our  sin- 
cere appreciation  of  the  assistance  given  in  the  pass- 
age of  these  bills  by  loyal  trade  union  officials  and 
trade  union  members  in  every  part  of  the  state.  This 
record  would  have  been  impossible  without  the  whole- 
hearted cooperation  of  our  Central  Bodies  and  the 
various  local  unions. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  enumerate  all  the  activities 
participated  in  during  the  past  year,  but  we  can  re- 
port that  we  have  tried  to  render  service  to  every 
Central  Body  and  Local  Union  in  the  State,  whether 
affiliated  or  not.  Many  requests  have  come  from  all 
over  New  England  for  speakers  for  the  purposes  of 
organizing.  Other  than  the  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  who  were  always  willing  to  help,  Charles 
B.  Campfield,  Harry  A.  Russell,  Charles  D.  Keaveney, 
John  Connolly,  Harry  Grages,  and  E.  A.  Johnson,  all 
rendered  splendid  service  to  the  State  Federation; 
along  with  New  England  Organizer,  Francis  P.  Fen- 
ton,  who  has  been  at  our  service  twenty-four  hours 
a  day. 

Since  the  Legislature  is  still  in  session  at  the  time 
of  wi'iting  this  report,  you  will  note  that  the  report  on 
Unemployment  Insurance;  Raising  the  School  Age; 
Housing  legislation;  and  Old  Age  Pensions  could  not 
be  completed  in  time  for  printing. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  brief  history  and 
comment  on  those  bills  on  which  the  State  Federation 
has  taken  action,  or  in  which  our  membership  is  in- 
terested. 


BILLS  FAVORED  BY  LABOR  AND  ENACTED 
INTO  LAW. 


ANTI-INJUNCTION   BILL 

HOUSE  2234:     By  the  Massachusetts  State  Feder- 
ation of  Labor. 

An  Act  to  Define  and  Limit  the  Jurisdiction  of  Courts 
Sitting   in   Equity   Relating  to   Labor   Disputes. 

Passed  the  House  on  July  9;  passed  the  Senate  on 
July  10;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  July  12.  Now 
Chapter  407. 

After  a  struggle  of  thirty  years.  Labor's  Bill  of 
Rights  was  enacted  into  law.  This  undoubtedly  is 
the  most  important  piece  of  legislation  petitioned  for 
and  fought  to  a  successful  conclusion  during  our 
fifty  year's  history.  I  cannot  describe  adequately  in 
this  report  the  part  that  President  Gatelee  played  in 
this  victory.  For  a  period  of  months  he  worked  un- 
tiringly and  unceasingly  for  the  success  of  this  meas- 
ure. In  that  effort  he  received  unstinted  support 
from  many  labor  leaders,  particularly  Charles  D. 
Keaveney,     Electrical     Workers;     John     J.     Kearney, 


Hotel  Employees;  Charles  Campfield  and  Harry 
Grages,  Boston  C.  L.  U. ;  E.  A.  Johnson,  Boston 
Building  Trades  Council;  and  John  M.  Sullivan  and 
the    Executive   Board   of   Teamsters    25. 

President  Gatelee  was  successful  in  securing  the 
advice  and  counsel  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in 
Massachusetts,  and  after  months  of  conference  a  bill 
was  drafted  which  met  with  our  approval.  The  bill, 
patterned  after  the  Norris-LaGuardia  Act,  standard- 
izes the  procedure  and  establishes  the  practices  which 
must  be  followed  in  Labor  Equity  Cases.  It  is,  ac- 
cording to  experts,  a  well  balanced,  carefully  con- 
structed bill,  properly  worded  to  fit  into  our  statute 
law  and  will  compare  favorably  witli  any  measure 
enacted  into  law  in  any  state.  It  seeks  no  special 
favor  or  privilege  but  it  does  establish  justice  and  real 
equality  for  the  wage  earners  when  they  are  hailed 
into  court  on  injunctive  proceedings  in  labor  disputes. 

This  legislation  defines  the  liability  of  members  of 
unions  under  the  law  of  agency,  and  limits  liability 
for  unlawful  acts  to  those  instigating,  participating, 
or  approving  such  acts.  It  defines  the  procedure  to 
be  followed  by  the  Courts  in  th«  matter  of  restrain- 
ing orders,  preliminary  injunctions,  and  lays  down  a 
well  established  doctrine  in  the  handling  of  contempt 
cases. 

The    bill    was    ably    handled    by    Representative    J. 
Walton    Tuttle    of   Framingham,    who    was    ably    sup- 
ported   by    Representatives    William    E.    Kirkpatrick, 
Holyoke;  Philip  Sherman,  Somerville;  and  Eddie  Kel- 
ley  of  Worcester.     Our  opponents  were  those  who  al- 
ways oppose  labor  legislation; — Representatives  Mar- 
tin  Hays,   Charles  J.   Innes,   and   Laurence   Curtis   of 
Boston,    and    Representatives    Clarence    S.    Luitwieler 
of  Newton,  and  John  W.  Lasell  of  Whitinsville,  who 
did   their  utmost  to   defeat  the  bill  without  success. 
In    the    Senate,    Senator    Francis    M.    Mc    Keown    of 
Springfield   with    Senator    Jim    Meehan    of    Lawrence 
fought  the  good  fight  for  the  bill,  along  with  Senator 
Thomas  M.  Burke  of  Boston.     They  were  opposed  by 
Senator  Frank  Hurley  of  Holyoke,  who  said  he  "was 
amazed  at  the  temerity  of  the  proponents  in  bringing 
such  an  unconstitutional  measure  before  an  intelligent 
body   such   as   the    Massachusetts    Senate."      Hurley's 
position,  to  say  the  least,  was  "queer"  because  he  had 
voted   for  the    same   legislation    on   several    occasions 
prior   to    this   year's   session.      He   was   joined   in   his 
opposition   by  the   "old  reliable"    Senator  from  Cape 
Cod,    Senator  Donald   W.   Nicholson,   who   apparently 
didn't  know  what  it  was  all  about  but  opposed  it  as  a 
matter  of  principle. 

After  hours  of  bickering  and  attempts  to  amend, 
the  bill  was  passed  to  the  Governor  for  his  signature. 

Although  it  has  not  been  customary  during  the  past 
few  years  to  include  in  the  Secretary's  report  the  full 
text  of  measures  enacted  into  law,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  this  measure  is  so  important  that  the  full 
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text  is  here  printed  as  an  appendix  to  the  entire  re- 
port. 

PREVAILING   RATE  OF  WAGES 

SENATE  BILL  27:  By  the  Massachusetts  State 
Building  Trades  Council. 

An  Act  Providing  for  Preference  to  be  Given  to  Vet- 
erans and  Others  in  the  Employment  of  Mechanics, 
Teamsters,  Chauffeurs  and  Laborers  on  Certain  Pub- 
lic Works,  and  Providing  Also  for  the  Prior  Deter- 
^  mination  by  the  Commissioner  of  Labor  and  Indus- 
tries of  the  Minimum  Wages  to  be  Paid  to  Said 
Employees  on  Such  Public  Works. 

Passed  the  Senate  on  June  12;  Passed  the  House 
on  July  24. 

Legislation  of  this  character  was  first  enacted  in 
Massachusetts  in  1896  and  amended  in  1904,  1909,  and 
1914.  From  1914  to  1932  the  legislation  worked  to  the 
advantage  of  the  general  public  good,  but  in  1932  a 
contractor  building  a  bridge  from  Greenfield  to  Deer- 
field  was  convicted  for  violation  and  brought  the  case 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Court  ruled  that  the  law 
was  unconstitutional  because  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
14th  Amendment.  The  decision  specified  the  word 
"locality"  as  being  indefinite,  and  said  that  the  wage 
should  have  been  decided  prior  to  the  awarding  of 
the  contract. 

Senate  27  was  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  State 
Building  Trades  Council  and  drafted  in  such  a  way 
as  to  avoid  the  unconstitutional  features  of  the  earlier 
legislation.  It  provides  that  the  rate  of  wages  be  set 
in  advance  and  included  in  all  specifications.  It  further 
provides  for  an  appeal  to  the  Associate  Commissioners 
of  Labor  within  five  days  from  the  call  for  bids,  also 
a  public  hearing  with  a  decision  to  be  rendered  within 
five  days. 

Senator  Jim  Meehan  piloted  the  measure  safely 
through  the  Senate  where  he  met  with  the  usual  oppo- 
sition. In  the  House,  Representative  Dave  Rose  carried 
the  fight  and  was  helped  on  the  floor  by  Representatives 
Dorgan,  Jordan,  White  and  Dillon.  The  opposition  was 
led  by  Representatives  Nelson,  Herter,  and  Lasell,  with 
Representatives  Floyd  and  Tarr  joining  them. 

This  victory  brings  to  a  successful  conclusion  a  long 
and  determined  eff'ort  on  the  part  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Building  Trades  Council  led  by  Senator  Meehan ; 
E.  A.  Johnson,  Secretary  of  the  Boston  B.  T.  C. ;  Alfred 
Ellis,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Mass.  State  B.  T.  C. ;  Jim 
Moriarty,  Rudolph  Marginot,  and  many  others  who 
spent  a  good  deal  of  time  and  helped  considerably  in 
our  efforts. 

WORKMEN'S   COMPENSATION 

For  many  years  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation 
of  Labor  has  been  striving  to  make  changes  in  the 
Workmen's  Compen.sation  Law,  and  has  contended  that 


our  proposals  would  benefit  employers  just  as  much  as 
employees.  This  past  year  provided  an  opportunity  to 
test  these  contentions  in  a  limited  way. 

It  was  apparent  with  over  fifty  bills  filed  on  this 
subject  that  unless  labor  and  industry  could  get  to- 
gether the  bitter  fight  would  continue  and  no  results 
would  be  achieved.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  New 
England  Council,  joint  meetings  were  held  with  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Associated  Industries  and  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Federation  of  Labor.  President  Gate- 
lee,  Vice  Presidents  Batty  and  Carroll,  and  the  Secre- 
tary represented  the  State  Federation  and  participated 
in  many  long  and  earnest  discussions  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Industry,  where  the  pros  and  cons  of 
each  and  every  issue  were  thoroughly  discussed. 

As  a  result,  it  was  found  that  we  had  many  points 
of  agreement.  These  points  were  embodied  into  agreed 
upon  changes  in  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act, 
and  you  will  note  have  been  enacted  into  law.  They 
include  payment  for  life  where  the  injury  is  perma- 
nent and  total;  legislation  to  define  the  average  week- 
ly wages  under  which  workers  no  longer  will  get  a 
pittance  of  fifty  cents  or  a  dollar  a  week  because  of 
the  subterfuge  that  they  were  working  only  part  time. 
The  bill  increasing  the  payments  on  all  specific  inju- 
ries, and  many  others  of  lesser  importance  are  in- 
cluded among  these  agreed  to  bills  which  were  enacted 
into  law.  - 

After  a  careful  study  and  many  conferences  with 
experts,  including  Attorney  Samuel  B.  Horowitz  who 
attended  all  the  meetings  and  counseled  and  advised 
your  officers  at  no  expense  to  the  Federation,  it  was 
found  that  the  State  Fund  Bill  which  the  State  Fed- 
eration has  filed  for  years  needed  further  improve- 
ments and  a  closer  study  if  it  was  to  make  effective 
Labor's  hopes  and  aims,  and  give  full  protection  to 
those  injured  in  industry. 

In  view  of  our  experiences  this  year,  I  recommend 
that  the  Executive  Council  be  authorized  to  secure 
competent  advice  and  to  draft  a  new  bill  providing 
for  a  state  fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation  which 
will  more  nearly  meet  the  present  needs  of  injured 
wage  earners.  I  further  recommend  that  the  Execu- 
tive Council  be  requested  to  report  back  their  findings 
and  proposed  legislation  to  the  next  convention  for 
the  consideration  of  the  delegates. 

The  following  bills  dealing  with  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation and  representing  the  greatest  gain  ever 
made  in  this  field  by  the  State  Federation,  are  those 
enacted  into  law  this  year. 

TOTAL   INCAPACITY 

House  Bill  2149:  Substituted  by  Committee  on 
Labor  &  Industries  for  House  236, — Petition  of  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor  and  many  other  meas- 
ures. 
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An  Act  Providing  for  Payments  for  Total  and  Per- 
manent Disability  Under  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Law. 

Passed  the  House   on  June   5;   Passed   the   Senate 

on   June    10;   Signed   by  the   Governor   on   June    21; 
Now  Chapter  364. 

This  bill  is  one  of  the  most  important  signed  by 
Governor  Curley  this  year.  It  gives  compensation  for 
life  for  serious,  permanent,  total  disability  cases. 
Under  this  new  law  the  injured  worker  gets  the  com- 
pensation he  now  receives  until  the  amount  reaches 
$4500.00.  Thereafter,  if  he  continues  to  be  totally 
and  permanently  disabled  he  gets  one  half  of  his 
wages,  and  in  most  cases  not  less  than  seven  dollars 
per  week  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  insurance  interests  did  their  utmost  to  limit 
such  cases  to  those  in  which  the  injured  worker  had 
lost  both  arms,  both  legs,  or  both  eyes,  but  your  rep- 
resentatives, with  the  aid  of  Senator  Jim  Meehan, 
were  successful  in  broadening  the  act  to  include  any 
case  in  which  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  deter- 
mines by  the  weight  of  the  evidence  that  the  disa- 
bility is  permanent  and  total.  The  passage  of  this 
legislation  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest  steps 
forward,  and  is  entirely  due  to  the  efforts  of  our 
State  Federation. 

DEFINING    "AVERAGE    WEEKLY    WAGES" 

House  2148:  Substituted  by  Committee  on  Labor 
and  Industry  for  House  234,  petition  of  the  State 
Federation  ofi  Labor. 

An  Act  Further  Defining  Average  Weekly  Wages 
Under  the  Workmen's  Compensation   Law. 

Passed  the  House  June  4;  passed  the  Senate  June 
4;  signed  by  the  Governor  June  5.  Now  Chapter  332. 

This  new  enactment  further  defines  the  average 
weekly  wages  of  an  injured  worker,  and  provides  in 
effect  for  most  wage  earners  that  the  minimum  for 
incapacity  shall  not  be  less  than  seven  dollars  per 
week.  It  further  provides  that  if  the  injured  worker 
was  employed  by  two  or  more  insured  employers,  the 
Board  may  add  the  total  earnings  of  all  employees. 

The  enactment  of  this  bill  partially  remedies  a 
grave  injustice  because  under  the  old  law  many  men 
and  women  receiving  permanent  and  serious  injuries 
only  received  an  insignificant  amount;  but  we  must 
continue  to  press  for  another  change  which  will  give 
an  absolute  minimum  for  total  incapacity  in  every 
case,  and  insists  that  if  a  worker  is  employed  by  more 
than  one  employer,  all  his  or  her  wages  must  be  com- 
puted whether  or  not  each  of  the  employers  are  in- 
sured. 


COMPENSATION  FOR  SPECIFIC   INJURIES 

House  Bill  2150:  By  the  Committee  on  Labor  &  In- 
dustries. 

An  Act  Revising  the  Payments  Under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act   for  Certain   Specific   Injuries. 

Passed  the  House  on  May  23;  passed  the  Senate  on 
June  3;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June  5.  Now 
Chapter  333. 

This  new  act  is  a  splendid  improvement  on  the  old 
law  and  will  be  extremely  helpful  to  those  injured  in 
industry. 

Under  the  old  law  an  injured  worker  received  a 
minimum  of  four  dollars  and  a  maximum  of  ten  dol- 
lars per  week  for  a  specified  number  of  weeks  for 
injuries  which  resulted  in  the  loss  by  amputation  or 
by  loss  of  the  use  of  hand  or  foot  or  the  sight  of 
an  eye. 

Under  the  old  law  the  worker  got  two  thirds  of 
his  wages,  and  if  his  wages  happened  to  be  six  dol- 
lars a  week,  he  would  get  the  minimum  of  four  dol- 
lars for  the  weeks  specified.  Under  the  new  law, 
every  injured  worker  will  get  the  same  amount,  ten 
dollars,  for  a  certain  number  of  weeks  for  the  loss  of 
a  finger,  a  hand,  foot,  or  eye.  If  a  wage  earner 
loses,  under  this  new  law,  both  hands  at  or  above 
the  wrist,  he  now  gets  $1750,  in  addition  to  his  week- 
ly compensation,  and  a  man  who  loses  a  finger  gets 
$120,  regardless  of  what  his  wage  was,  in  addition  to 
his  weekly  compensation. 

SERIOUS  AND  WILFUL  MISCONDUCT 

House  Bill  2151:  By  the  Committee  on  Labor  & 
Industries. 

An  Act  Abolishing  the  Defense  of  Serious  and  Wilful 
Misconduct  of  the  Employee  in  Death  Cases  Under 
the  Workmen's   Compensation   Law. 

Passed  the  House  on  May  23;  passed  the  Senate 
on  June  3 ;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June  5.  Now 
Chapter  331. 

This  new  amendment  provides  that  even  if  there  is 
evidence  that  the  employee  is  guilty  of  serious  and 
wilful  misconduct,  this  misconduct  shall  not  affect 
the  rights  of  his  widow  or  other  dependents. 

There  have  been  several  instances  during  the  past 
few  years  of  such  cases,  one  of  them  recently  where 
a  roofer  did  not  tie  himself  properly  to  the  roof  and 
fell  off  and  was  killed.  The  Supreme  Court,  as  might 
be  expected,  denied  the  widow  and  dependants  com- 
pensation on  the  grounds  that  the  man  was  guilty 
of  serious  and  wilful  misconduct. 

This  amendment  met  with  opposition  from  the  old 
guard  in  the  Senate,  but  we  were  successfull  (again 
with  the  help  of  Senator  Meehan)  in  enacting  it  into 

law. 
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ACCIDENT  RECORDS 

House  Bill  717:  By  Edward  Carr. 

An  Act  Providing  for  the  Inspection  of  Certain  Medi- 
cal Reports  on  File  with  the  Department  of  Indus- 
trial Accidents. 

Passed  by  the  House  on  May  28;  passed  by  the 
Senate  on  June  5;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June 
13.     Now  Chapter  340. 

The  insurance  companies  for  many  years  when  a 
case  becomes  "difficult"  have  had  the  habit  of  re- 
questing the  Industrial  Accident  Board  to  impound 
the  record  so  that  the  injured  employee,  or  his  rep- 
resentative, cannot  see  it.  Such  request  was  usually 
given  favorable  consideration  by  the  Board  whose 
majority  members  have  an  unusual  respect  for  the 
"insurance  interests." 

9 

This  amendment  successfully  enacted,  permits  the 
representative  or  the  injured  employee  to  go  to  the 
Accident  Board  and  request  to  view  its  files,  look  at 
all  hospital  records,  physicians'  reports,  and  employers' 
reports,  so  that  they  may  ascertain  what  the  case  is 
all  about.  The  new  law  does  away  with  the  secret 
records  of  the  insurance  companies  and  will  be  helpful 
to  the  injured  worker. 


INDUSTRIAL  DISEASE  REPORTS 

Senate  268:    (Amended) 

An  Act  Authorizing  the  Payment  of  Fees  to  Physi- 
cians for  Certain  Medical  Reports  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor. 

Passed  the  House  on  May  28;  passed  the  Senate  on 
May  29 ;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June  5.  Now 
Chapter  328. 

The  Department  of  Labor  may  now  require  every 
physician  treating  a  patient  whom  he  believes  to  be 
suffering  from  any  ailment  or  disease,  contracted  as 
a  result  of  the  nature,  circumstances,  or  conditions 
of  the  person's  employment,  to  report  such  infor- 
mation to  the  Department  within  such  time  as  the 
Department  may  fix.  The  Department  is  further 
authorized  to  issue  a  list  of  diseases  which  shall  be 
regularly  reported  upon  by  physicians,  and  may  add 
to,  or  change  such  a  list  at  any  time.  This  legislation 
will  aid  the  injured  worker  if  the  Department  of 
Labor  enforces  this  new  regulation. 


EMPLOYERS'  REPORTS 
House  Bill   1402:    (Amended) 

An  Act  Relative  to  the  Penalty  for  Refusal  of  Em- 
ployers to  Make  to  the  Department  of  Industrial  Ac- 
cidents  Certain   Reports. 


Passed  the  House  on  May  28;  passed  the  Senate  on 
June  4;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June  13.  Now 
Chapter  339. 

Although  we  supported  this  legislation  and  believe 
its  enforcement  would  be  helpful,  we  are  quite  doubt- 
ful whether  it  will  be  of  much  assistance  until  such 
time  as  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  take  the  initia- 
tive and  make  at  least  a  feeble  effort  to  enforce  it. 

Under  the  present  law  there  is  a  $50  fine  for  not 
filing  an  accident  report,  but  everyone  knows  that  no 
attempt  is  made  to  enforce  it. 

This  new  legislation  makes  a  subsequent  offense 
punishable  by  not  more  than  $100,  and  really  makes 
a  good  law  better,  lacking  only  enforcement  to  be  of 
great  assistance  to  injured  wage  earners. 


SAFEGUARDING  COMPENSATION   LAW 
House   2217:    By  Representative   White   of   Boston. 

An  Act  to  Safeguard  and  Extend  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Law  by  Making  Void  Other  Em- 
ployee  Insurance   Contracts. 

Passed  the  House  on  July  11;  passed  the  Senate 
ori;  July  11;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  July  16.  Now 
Chapter  425. 

During  the  past  few  years,  insurance  brokers  have 
devised  a  "yellow  dog"  compensation  contract  which 
they  have  been  successful  in  selling  some  employers 
of  the  type  who  are  always  ready"  to  take  it  out  of  the 
"hide"  of  the  worker. 

These  so-called  contracts  do  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  compensation  act,  so  the  employer  with 
the  assistance  of  the  "slick"  insurance  boy  is  usually 
able  to  beat  the  injured  worker,  or  his  dependents  in 
thei  event  of  his  death. 

The  enactment  of  this  measure  provides  that  an 
employer  of  six  or  more  persons  who  wants  to  carry 
insurance  coverage  must  carry  compensation  insur- 
ance or  none  at  all.  This  undoubtedly  will  bring 
many  employers  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act,  and  marks  the  end  of  one  more  slick,  nefarious 
scheme  which  like  many  others  was  born  in  the  in- 
surance system. 

This  bill  was  opposed  up  to  the  last  minute  by  John 
W.  Downs,  representing  the  insurance  interests,  who 
claimed  that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  compel  em- 
ployers to  void  contracts  already  in  exxistance.  How- 
ever, Governor  Curley  secured  an  opinion  from  the 
Attorney-General  to  the  effect  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
bill  was  constitutional. 
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WRITTEN      ASSENT      BY      THE      INJURED      EM- 
PLOYEE  FOR  DISCONTINUANCE 

Senate  510:     By  Senator  James  P.  Meehan, 

An  Act  Limiting  the  Discontinuance  of  Compensation 
Under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Law  Other- 
wise than  with  the  Written  Assent  of  the  Injured 
Employee. 

Passed  in  the  Senate  on  June  6;  passed  in  the 
House  on  June  12;  signed  by  the  Governor  June  26. 
Now  Chapter  372. 

In  the  past  a  lone  member  of  the  Industrial  Acci- 
dent Board  could  discontinue  compensation  to  the 
injured  employee  without  any  notice  whatever,  until 
the  discontinuance  when  the  damage  was  done.  Usu- 
ally the  insurance  company  representative  saw  a  mem- 
ber privately  and  although  compensation  may  have 
been  granted  only  after  a  prolonged  fight,  the  member 
would  listen  and  the  injured  wage  earner  would  be 
out  in  the  cold. 

Hereafter,  compensation  cannot  be  stopped  unless 
the  employee  consents  thereto,  or  unless  there  is  an 
impartial  examination, 

COMPENSATION      TO      DEPENDENTS      OF      DE- 
CEASED   MINOR   EMPLOYEES 

House  2204:   By  Representative  Lodge  of  Beverly. 

An  Act  Relative  to  Payments  Under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  to  Dependents  of  Deceased  Mi- 
nor  Employees. 

Passed  in  the  House  on  June  6;  passed  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  June  11;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June  20. 
Now  Chapter  361. 

This  is  a  clarifying  amendment  which  simply  means 
that  if  a  child  dies  as  the  result  of  an  industrial  ac- 
cident and  the  father  is  found  to  be  dependent  and 
then  dies,  the  mother  or  surviving  parent  shall  suc- 
ceed to  the  rights  of  compensation  of  the  deceased 
parent,  if  such  child  was  living  with  such  parents  at 
the  time  of  the  injury  resulting  in  the  death  of  such 
child. 

RE:  NOTICES  FROM  EMPLOYERS  NOT  INSURED 
UNDER    WORKMEN'S    COMPENSATION    ACT 

House  Bill  1280:  By  Representative  Centracchio  of 
Boston. 

An  Act  Relative  to  Notices  From  Employers  Not  In- 
sured Under  the  Workmen's   Compensation  Act. 

Passed  by  the  House  on  June  7;  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate on  June  11;  signed  by  the  Governor  June  20. 
Now  Chapter  359. 

This  bill  provides  that  every  employer  who  does  not 
insure  under  tkie  Workmen's  Compensation  Law,  must 


notify  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  before  the  15th 
of  January  of  each  year. 

This  ought  to  have  some  effect  on  that  type  of 
employer  who  cares  little  about  the  protection  of  the 
worker  who  is  injured.  It  will  also  provide  a  list  of 
all  employers  who  are  insured  and  those  who  are  not, 
which  is  information  that  we  have  sought  (unsuccess- 
fully)  for  many  years. 

RE:  AMOUNT  TO  BE  PAID  INTO  COMMON- 
WEALTH'S TREASURY  IN  CERTAIN  INDUS- 
TRIAL  ACCIDENT  CASES. 


House     Bill     2146: 

Beverly. 


By     Representative     Lodge     of 


An  Act  Increasing  the  Amount  to  Be  Paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  in  Certain  Cases  of 
Industrial  Accidents   Resulting  in  Death. 

Passed  in  House  on  June  28;  passed  in  Senate  on 
July  1 ;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  July  3,  Now  Chap- 
ter 395. 

This  bill  increases  the  cost  to  insurers  of  non-de- 
pendency cases  from  $100.  to  $250.  At  the  present 
time  when  an  employee  is  killed  at  work  and  leaves 
no  dependents,  it  costs  the  insurance  company  only 
$100.  plus  the  funeral  expenses,  which  cannot  exceed 
$150. 

Under  the  new  law  the  Treasury  of  the  Common- 
wealth will  collect  $250.  for  such  a  death,  to  use  to 
pay  for  second  injuries  to  already  injured  employees. 

REFERENCE  OF  CERTAIN  INDUSTRIAL  ACCI- 
DENT CASES  TO  INDUSTRIAL  DISEASE 
REFEREES. 


House      Bill      2147: 

Beverly. 


By     Representative     Lodge     of 


An  Act  Providing  for  Reference  of  Certain  Cases 
Under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  to  Indus- 
trial Disease  Referees. 

Passed  in  the  House  on  July  10;  passed  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  July  11;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  July  16. 
Now  Chapter  424. 

This  bill  provides  that  the  Board  of  Registration 
of  Medicine  prepare  and  transmit  to  the  Department 
of  Industrial  Accidents  a  list  of  licensed  physicians, 
skilled  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  industrial 
diseases. 

In  the  event  of  any  employee  suffering  from  an  in- 
dustrial disease,  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  shall 
submit  the  case  to  three  such  impartial  physicians  who 
shall  make  a  report  of  their  diagnosis  to  the  Depart- 
ment. The  diagnosis  shall  be  made  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  referees  and  shall  be  included  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  single  member,  and  in  the  decision  of  the 
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reviewing  board,  and  shall  be  binding  on  the  parties. 
This  act  ought  to  be  helpful  to  many  employees  who 
are  suffering  from  occupational  diseases. 

WEEKLY  PAYMENT  OF  WAGES 

House  195  and  2110:  By  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor. 

An  Act  Further  Amending  the  Law  Relative  to  the 
Weekly  payment  of  Wages. 

Passed  the  House  on  May  17;  amended  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  May  27;  engrossed  in  Senate  on  May  28;  re- 
ceived in  the  House  on  June  4;  concurred  in  on  June 
5;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June  13.  Now  Chapter 
350. 

This  legislation  has  been  sought  for  the  past  five 
years  by  the  Federation,  and  Resolution  No.  54,  spon- 
sored by  Anthony  J.  De  Andrade,  Press  Assistants  18 
of  Boston;  James  O'Connell,  Brockton  C.  L.  U. ; 
Charles  E.  Caffrey,  Electrical  Workers  7,  Spring- 
field; and  Matthew  P.  Maney,  Carpenters  111,  Law- 
rence, at  the  1934  convention,  requested  your  Legis- 
lative Agent  to  again  endeavor  to  have  the  law  en- 
acted. 

Although  we  did  not  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill 
as  drawn  by  the  Federation  the  legislation  we  were 
successful  in  enacting  covers  a  much  wider  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  field  of  the  weekly  payment  law.  It  pro- 
vides an  agency  to  enforce  the  payment  of  wages 
which  have  been  earned,  and  places  at  the  disposal  of 
wage  earners,  who  have  found  it  necessary  to  appeal 
to  the  Small  Claims  Court  or  bring  civil  action,  a 
means  by  which  they  can  without  cost  to  themselves 
force  the  payment  of  their  wages  or  through  court 
action  have  a  penalty  imposed  upon  the  employer 
who  violates  this  statute. 

ONE  DAY'S  REST  IN  SEVEN  FOR  FIREMEN 

Senate  492:  By  Herman  Koster. 

An  Act  Making  the  Law  Relative  to  One  Day's  Re^t 
in  Seven  Applicable  to  Certain  Watchmen  and  Cer- 
tain  Employees   Maintaining  Fires. 

Passed  by  the  House  on  July  11;  passed  by  the 
Senate  on  July  11;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  July 
16.     Now  Chapter  423. 

This  legislation  was  sponsored  by  President  Mc- 
Namara;  Herman  Koster;  John  J.  Maney  and  other 
members  of  the  Firemen's  Union.  For  many  weeks 
our  opponents  in  both  House  and  Senate  succeeded 
in  so  confusing  the  issue  that  only  the  persistent 
efforts  of  Brothers  Koster  and  Maney  kept  the  bill 
from  being  defeated. 

Representative  Leo  Carney  of  New  Bedford  was 
very  helpful  both  on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  be- 
fore the  various  committees,  and  we  were  finally 
successful  in  securing  its  enactment. 


ONE    DAY'S    REST    IN    SEVEN    FOR    WATCHMEN 
AND  GUARDS  IN  BANK 

House    1619:    By    Representative    Philip    Bowker    of 
Brookline. 

An    Act    Providing    For    One    Day    of    Rest    in    Seven 
For  Watchmen   and   Guards   in   Banks. 

Passed  by  the  House  on  March  25;  passed  by  the 
Senate  on  April  11;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  April 
17.     Now  Chapter  185. 

This  measure  provides  for  twenty-four  consecutive 
hours  of  rest  in  every  seven  consecutive  days  for 
watchmen  and  guards  in  savings  and  co-operative 
banks,  trust  companies,  or  any  person,  partnership 
or  association  doing  banking  business  in  this  Com- 
monwealth subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Banks. 

It  is  much  needed  legislation  and  was  successfully 
enacted  into  law  through  the  efforts  of  Internationa] 
President  John  F.  McNamara,  and  Herman  Koster, 
Business  Agent  of  the  Boston  Firemen,  who  worked 
diligently  for  its  success. 

PICK  CLOCKS  ON  LOOMS 
House  133:  By  Representative  Grant  of  Fall  River. 

An    Act    Requiring    the     Installation    of    Pick    Clocks 
.  .  on   Looms   in   Textile  Factories. 

Passed  in  the  House  on  June  4 ;  passed  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  June  10;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June  24. 
Now  Chapter  368. 

A  large  group  of  textile  leaders  appeared  in  favor 
of  this  bill  when  the  matter  was  heard  before  the 
Committee  on  Labor  and  Industries.  Representative 
Grant  of  Fall  River  and  Representative  Carney  of 
New  Bedford;  Vice  President  Batty,  Abraham  Binns, 
and  Jennie  Alletag  representing  the  New  Bedford 
Weavers  were  among  others  who  urged  the  install- 
ation of  pick  clocks  as  a  means  of  eliminating  dis- 
putes between  employees  working  on  a  two  shift 
system  as  well  as  differences  between  employer  and 
employee. 

After  the  usual  and  expected  opposition  from  Sen- 
ator Nicholson,  the  bill  was  enacted  into  law  with  an 
"agreed  to"  amendment  giving  the  manufacturers  a 
five  year  period  to  install  the  pick  clocks. 

Senators  Meehan  and  Conroy  were  extremely 
helpful  in  securing  the  passage  of  this  bill  through 
the  Senate,  which  in  other  years  has  defeated  a  like 
measure. 

48-HOUR  LAW  FOR  WOMEN 

House  530— SUBSTITUTION 

House    1939:    By    Massachusetts    State    Federation    of 
Labor. 
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An  Act  Providing  For  Amendment  of  the  Law  Rela- 
tive to  Hours  of  Labor  of  Women  and  Children  in 
Manufacturing   Industries. 

Passed  by  the  House  on  April  1 ;  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate on  a  Roll  Call  Vote  of  25  yeas  and  9  nays  on 
April  11;  engrossed  April  12;  signed  by  the  Governor 
on  April  23.     Now  Chapter  200. 

This  new  legislation  strengthens  the  48  Hour  Law 
and  extends  its  coverage  to  include  practically  all 
of  the  industrial  field.  It  furnishes  protection  to 
women  employees  who  were  excluded  from  its  pro- 
visions. Women  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  em- 
ployed in  the  offices  of  industrial  establishments  in 
Massachusetts  had  no  protection  whatever  insofar  as 
the  hours  of  labor  were  concerned,  until  the  enact- 
ment of  this  legislation. 

There  are  provisions  in  this  new  measure  which 
compel  the  employer  to  give  notice  to  the  Department 
of  Labor  and  Industries  within  48  hours  of  the  stop- 
ping of  machinery  before  the  time  lost  can  be  lawfully 
made  up.  Several  other  provisions  were  added  which 
give  to  the  women  of  the  State  who  are  employed  in 
industrial  establishments  a  much  greater  degree  of 
protection. 

The  presentation  of  this  petition  to  the  Great  and 
General  Court  was  the  result  of  Resolution  No.  55, 
approved  and  adopted  by  the  1934  Convention  and 
signed  by  Charles  E.  Caffrey,  Electrical  Workers  7, 
Springfield;  Walter  A.  Sidley,  Teachers  244  of  Law- 
rence; Fred  J.  Graham,  Lawrence  C.L.U. ;  Anthony 
J.  De  Andrade,  Press  Assistants  18,  Boston;  A.  F. 
Muzzey,  Barbers  186  of  Worcester;  and  James  O'Con- 
nell,  Brockton  C.L.U. 

48-HOUR  LAW  FOR  STATE  EMPLOYEES 
House  2269:  By  the  Committee  on  Third  Reading. 

An  Act  Establishing  a  Forty-Eight  Hour  Week  For 
Certain  Employees   of   the   Commonwealth. 

Passed  the  House  on  July  23;  passed  the  Senate  on 
July  24. 

This  bill  which  was  favored  by  the  State  Federation, 
was  sponsored  by  Governor  Curley  in  his  inaugural 
address,  and  provides  that  the  hours  of  labor  of  labor- 
ers, workmen  and  mechanics,  of  ward  attendants, 
ward  nurses,  industrial  and  occupational  therapists 
and  watchmen,  and  of  employees  in  the  kitchen, 
dining-room  and  domestic  services,  in  state  insti- 
tutions, and  of  officers  and  instructors  of  state  penal 
institutions,  shall  not  exceed  forty-eight  hours  in  each 
week. 

» 

ATTACHMENT  OF  WAGES 

House  Bill  2203:  By  Committee  on  Judiciary. 
An    Act    Relative    to    the    Attachment    of   Wages. 

Passed  by  House  on  July  8;  passed  by  Senate  on 


July  8;  signed  by  Governor  on  July  12. 
410. 


Now  Chapter 


A  large  number  of  bills  were  filed  in  both  House 
and  Senate  seeking  to  prohibit  the  attachment  of 
wages  for  non-payment  of  a  debt  without  a  judg- 
ment of  the  court.  The  legislation  finally  enacted  into 
law,  as  a  substitute  for  the  petitions,  provides  that  if 
wages  for  personal  labor  are  attached  for  a  debt  or 
claim,  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  a  week 
shall  be  exempt  from  such  attachment.  Although 
this  does  not  accomplish  what  we  sought,  it  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction  and  will  tend  to  make  it  more 
difficult  for  those  who  exploit  the  low  paid  wage 
earners. 

STATE   EXAMINERS  OF  ELECTRICIANS 

Senate   Bill   132   and  House   2250:      By  the   Massachu- 
setts State  Association  of  Electrical  Workers. 

An   Act   Providing   for   the    Reorganization   in   Part    of 
the  State  Examiners  of  Electricians. 

Passed  in  the  House  July  11;  passed  in  Senate  July 
11;  signed  by  the  Governor  July  15.  Now  Chapter 
420. 

The  organized  electricians  of  the  state,  led  by 
Charles  D.  Keaveney,  Walter  Kenefick,  and  Sam  Don- 
nelly, were  successful  in  securing  the  passage  of  this 
legislation  only  after  every  conceivable  trick  had  been 
used  by  our  opponents  to  defeat  it. 

This  legislation  is  in  the  interest  of  public  safety 
and  adds  two  men  to  the  present  Board  of  Electrical 
Examiners  who  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
Electrical  Industry.  The  legislation  is  of  vital  concern 
to  the  organized  electrical  workers  because  this  Board 
has  become  increasingly  important  with  the  continued 
growth  of  the  industry. 

VENTILATION   IN  GARAGES 

House  456:  By  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

An    Act    Relative    to    Ventilation    of    Factories,    Work- 
shops  and  Garages. 

Passed  the  House  on  April  2;  passed  the  Senate  on 
April  15,  on  a  Roll  Call  Vote  of  24  yeas  and  12  nays; 
signed  by  the  Governor  on  April  23.  Now  Chapter 
208. 

Resolution  No.  57,  presented  at  the  1934  con- 
vention by  Charles  B.  Campfield,  Machinists  264  of 
Boston;  James  O'Connell,  Brockton  C.L.U.;  and  James 
R.  Menzie,  Carpenters  1092  of  Lawrence,  urged  the 
enactment  of  legislation  which  would  give  adequate 
protection  to  the  health  of  workers. 

The  bill  the  Federation  was  successful  in  enacting 
into  law,  creates  a  new  legal  requirement  and  provides 
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that  the  law  relating  to  the  removal  of  harmful  dust, 
fumes  and  gases  from  the  work  place,  now  applies  to 
garages. 

The  workers  in  garages  are  frequently  affected  with 
nausea  and  headache,  mainly  as  a  result  of  inhaling 
carbon  monoxide  gas.  This  new  legislation  requires 
the  installation  of  mechanical  equipment  to  remove 
to  the  outside  fumes  and  gases  arising  in  the  course 
of  employment. 

The  enactment  of  this  measure  is  in  the  interest  of 
industrial  health,  and  will  bring  relief  to  large  num- 
bers of  men  now  working  in  makeshift  factories  and 
garages. 

ADVERTISING  DURING  A   STRIKE 

House    1112:    By    Representative    Charles    H.    Morrill 
of  Haverhill. 

An  Act  Extending  the  Right  to  Prosecute  For  Vio- 
lations of  the  Act  Regulating  Advertising  for  Em- 
ployees  During  a  Strike. 

Passed  the  House  on  March  13;  passed  the  Senate 
on  March  22;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  April  1. 
Now  Chapter  114. 

This  legislation  corrects  a  situation  which  caused 
considerable  confusion  because  the  law  before  this 
change  only  necessitated  action  after  investigation  by 
and  upon  complaint  of  the  department. 

The  law  with  the  amendment  passed  this  year  now 

reads, "No    person,    during    the    continuance    of    a 

strike,  lockout,  or  other  labor  trouble  among  his  em- 
ployees or  those  of  another  person,  shall  directly  or 
indirectly  procure  or  attempt  to  procure,  or  assist  in 
any  way  in  procuring  or  attempting  to  procure,  per- 
sons to  fill  the  places  of  employees  involved  in  such 
a  strike,  lockout  or  other  labor  trouble,  if  such  per- 
sons are  or  have  been  solicited  by  means  of  adver- 
tisements or  oral  or  written  statements  in  which  it 
has  not  been  plainly  and  explicitly  mentioned  that  a 
strike,  lockout  or  other  labor  trouble  exists  in  the  es- 
tablishment where  such  persons  are  to  be  employed. 
This  provision  shall  apply  whether  such  advertise- 
ments or  oral  or  written  solicitations  were  made 
within   our  without  the   Commonwealth." 

"Any  person  violating  any  provision  of  this  or  the 
preceding  section  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars." 

DISCRIMINATION  AGAINST  ELDERLY  WORKERS 

House  Bill  1905:  By  Representative  Clampit  of 
Springfield. 

Resolve  Directing  the  Commission  on  Interstate  Com- 
pacts to  Consider  a  Certain  Problem  Affecting  the 
Employment    of    Persons    in    Early    Middle    Life    and 


to    Seek   the    Cooperation    of    the    Interstate    Confer- 
ence   on    Labor    Compacts    in    the   Solution    Thereof. 

Passed  the  House  on  March  15;  accepted  in  the 
Senate  on  March  25;  signed  by  the  Governor  on 
April  1.     Chapter  4,  Resolve. 

Almost  everyone  admits  that  there  exists  at  pres- 
ent a  difficult  problem  as  to  discrimination  in  em- 
ployment because  of  age.  This  question  was  referred 
in  1934  to  a  special  recess  commission  who  found 
that  the  major  cause  for  such  discrimination  was  the 
private  insurance  companies  who  operate  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  for  profit.  This  apparently 
did  not  satisfy  those  in  control  and  the  result  was  the 
filing  of  this  resolve  which  was  favored  by  labor  be- 
cause it  specificallj^  directs  the  Commission  on  Inter- 
state Compacts  to  investigate  and  study  the  whole 
question  of  discrimination  as  it  affects  persons  who 
have  reached  a  certain  age  in  early  middle  life. 

INTERSTATE   COMPACT   COMMISSION 

House  1872:     By  Committee  on  Labor  and  Industries. 

An  Act  Increasing  the  Membership  of  the  Commission 
on  Interstate  Compacts  Affecting  Labor  and  Indus- 
tries and  Providing  for  the  Continuation  of  Its 
Work. 

Passed  by  the  House  on  March  13;  passed  the  Sen- 
ate on  May  21;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  June  3, 
Now  Chapter  315. 

The  enactment  of  this  legislation  providing  for  ten 
members,  two  of  whom  must  be  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate, five  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  three  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, will  be  helpful  in  that  it  enlarges  the  number 
of  those  who  will  become  interested  in  labor  legisla- 
tion. 

Two  of  the  additional  members.  Senator  James  P. 
Meehan  and  Representative  Edward  J.  Kelley,  will 
strengthen  the  efforts  of  the  Commission  consider- 
ably. 

MINIMUM   WAGE   LAW 

House  2013  Based  on  Senate  263,  House  46  and 
134. 

An  Act  Relative  to  Minimum  Wage  Decrees  Ren- 
dered Prior  to  the  Effective  Date  of  the  Present 
Law  Authorizing  the  Establishment  of  Mandatory 
Minimum  Fair  Wage  Standards  for  Women  and 
Minors. 

Passed  by  the  House  on  April  22;  accepted  in  the 
Senate  on  May  7;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  May  17. 
Now  Chapter  267. 

As  a  result  of  the  new  mandatory  minimum  wage 
legislation  recently  enacted,  a  great  deal  of  uncer- 
tainty arose  concerning  the  status  of  the  old  decrees. 
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This  legislation  clarifies  the  situation  and  gives  a 
legal  standing  to  the  decrees  made  in  advance  of  the 
recent  legislation,  and  provides  that  all  such  decrees 
and  orders  shall  continue  to  be  in  full  force  and 
effect. 


INDUSTRIAL  LIFE   INSURANCE 


House    332: 

Boston. 


By   Representative    Owen    Gallagher   of 


An  Act  to  Require  Foreign  Life  Insurance  Companies 
to  Provide  for  Paid-up  and  Extended  Insurance  and 
Cash  Surrender  Values  on  Policies  of  Industrial 
Life  Insurance. 

Passed  the  House  on  April  12;  passed  the  Senate 
on  April  17;  signed  by  the  Governor  on  May  1.  Now 
Chapter  232. 

The  enactment  of  this  legislation  marks  success  to 
an  effort  which  has  been  made  for  many  years.  Un- 
der the  system  prevailing  in  Massachusetts  the  Insur- 
ance Bosses  had  become  powerful,  and  in  the  field  of 
industrial  life  insurance  their  methods  were  purely 
and  simply  legalized  robbery  without  even  a  fancy 
name. 

This  legislation  going  into  effect  on  January  1, 
1936,  will  save  millions  of  dollars  to  wage  earners 
who  have  this  weekly  insurance.  When  we  realize 
that  the  amount  paid  by  workers  for  this  insurance 
represents  over  ten  percent  of  every  dollar  earned  by 
weekly  paid  wage  earners  in  Massachusetts,  and  the 
amount  lost  because  of  lapsed  policies  amounted  to 
nearly  $25,000,000  yearly  (which  amount  represents 
over  five  percent  of  all  earnings)  we  will  begin  to 
realize  how  important  the  passage  of  this  bill  really 
is  to  the  workers  in  Massachusetts. 

FOREIGN   EMBARGOES 

House  Bill  1943:  By  the  Associated  Industries  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

Resolutions  Relative  to  Protection  of  American  In- 
dustry   and    Employees    from    Foreign    Competition. 

Passed  the  House  on  April  23;  passed  and  adopted 
in  Senate  on  April  26. 

The  State  Federation  officials  agreed  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Associated  Industries  that  owing  to  low 
wage  scales  in  foreign  countries,  the  instability  of 
foreign  exchanges,  and  the  disparity  between  the  dol- 
lar and  foreign  exchanges,  that  foreign  producers 
were  sending  quantities  of  goods  into  the  American 
market  with  the  result  that  it  prevented  the  sale  of 
American-made  goods. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  was  urged  to 
utilize  his  powers  to  apply  embargoes  or  establish 
quotas  as  a  means  of  protecting  the  American  work- 
ers against  the  losses  from  foreign  competition. 


UNFAIR  COMPETITION  IN   SHOE   INDUSTRY 
(Resolution) 


House     Bill      1678: 

Haverhill. 


By    Representative     Morrill     of 


Resolutions  Requesting  the  National  Recovery  Ad- 
ministration to  Grant  to  Massachusetts  Boot  & 
Shoe  Manufacturers  and  Others  Relief  from  Un- 
fair Competition. 

Passed  the  House  on  April  29;  approved  and 
adopted  in  the  Senate  on  May  2. 

This  resolution  pointed  out  that  the  shoe  industry 
in  Massachusetts  was  faced  with  a  grave  crisis, 
which  was  becoming  more  acute  due  to  the  low  wage 
scales  which  prevailed  in  other  states.  It  emphasized 
that  employers,  employees,  factory  owners  and  other 
citizens  were  suffering  from  such  conditions,  and 
urged  the  Federal  Government  to  grant  speedy  relief 
to  the  Boot  and  Shoe  industry. 

UNEMPLOYMENT   INSURANCE 
(Resolution) 


House     Bill     93: 

Leominster. 


By    Representative    Comerford    of 


Resolutions  Memorializing  Congress  in  Favor  of  the 
Passage  of  National  Unemployment  Insurance 
Legislation. 

Passed  by  the  House   on   March  27;  accepted   and 
adopted  in  Senate  on  April  1. 

UNEMPLOYMENT   INSURANCE 
(Resolution) 

House   435:     By    Representative    Carroll    of    Lynn. 

Resolution  Seeking  National  Unemployment  Insur- 
ance Legislation. 

Passed  the  House  on  April  26;  report  accepted  and 
adopted  in  Senate  May  1. 

House  Bill  93  and  House  Bill  435  both  provided 
that  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  urge  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  exercise  their  pow- 
ers to  provide  for  a  national  system  of  contributory 
unemployment  insurance. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  49th  Annual 
Convention  your  representatives  favored  both  the 
foregoing  resolutions. 


House      Bill 

Haverhill, 


PROFITS   OUT   OF  WAR 

962:        By     Representative     Morrill     of 


An  Act  Commending  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  His  Courage  in  Urging  Congress  to  Take 
the  Profits  Out  of  War. 
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Adopted  in  House  on  April  26;  received  in  Senate 
and  adopted  on  May  1. 

Organized  Labor  in  Massachusetts  favored  the 
passage  of  this  resolution  commending  the  President 
of  these  United  States  for  his  courage  and  leadership 
in  recommending  legislation  to  the  Congress  looking 
to  the  taking  of  private  profits  out  of  war. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  workers  have  nothing 
to  gain  and  everything  to  lose  from  war,  which  is  in 
the  interest  of  the  ruling  classes  who  usually  make 
huge  profits  by  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  muni- 
tions, the  education  of  the  wage  earners  to  the  dan- 
ger of  coming  war  is  important. 

THE   FOLLOWING  MEASURES,  AT  THE  TIME   OF 
WRITING  THIS  REPORT,  HAD  RECEIVED  A  FAVOR- 
ABLE COMMITTEE  REPORT  AND  WERE  PENDING 
BEFORE  EITHER  HOUSE  OR  SENATE 


UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE 

House  Bill  2225:  Report  of  Special  Commission  on 
Unemployment  Insurance,  Reserves  and  Benefits. 

An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Establishment  and  Administra- 
tion of  Unemployment  Compensation. 

Reported  favorably  by  the  Committee  on  Labor  and 
Industries  and  House  Ways  and  Means.  Now  pending 
in  the  House. 

Six  states  have  enacted  legislation  setting  up  some 
form  of  unemployment  compensation.  The  New  York, 
Washington,  California  and  New  Hampshire  systems 
provide  for  a  pooling  of  funds  for  the  state  as  a  whole 
while  Utah  and  Wisconsin  provide  unemployment  re- 
serves with  each  employer  carrying  his  own  risk  and 
account. 

The  Acts  in  California,  Washington,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire are  similar  in  character  to  the  Special  Commis- 
sion report  in  Massachusetts  and  provide  for  a  contrib- 
utory system  with  merit  rating  provisions,  while  the 
New  York  law  contains  no  employee  contribution. 

The  majority  of  the  Special  Commission  on  Unem- 
ployment Insurance,  after  a  series  of  public  hearings 
in  every  large  city  in  the  State,  filed  a  bill  providing  for 
a  state  pooled  system  of  unemployment  insurance  be- 
ginning in  1936  and  covering  every  employer  having 
five  or  more  workers.  Farmers,  domestics,  government 
employees,  non-profit  organizations,  and  non-manual 
workers  earning  $2000.  a  year  or  over  are  excluded 
from  the  provisions  of  the  act.  Contributions  by  em- 
ployers in  1936  are  set  at  one  per  cent  of  payroll,  in 
1937  two  per  cent,  and  thereafter  three  per  cent.  Em- 
ployees will  contribute  one  per  cent  of  wages  beginning 
in  1937,  and  after  1938  one  half  of  employers'  con- 
tributions. After  two  years  of  employers'  contribu- 
tions, unemployed  workers  will  receive  fifty  per  cent 
of  weekly  wages,  with  a  maximum  of  $15.  and  a  mini- 
mum of  $5.  a  week  for  16  weeks.    Extended  benefits  of 


one  week  for  every  eighteen  weeks  of  contributions  in 
the  previous  six  years  and  two  weeks  for  every  prior 
year  of  contributions  are  provided. 

The  payment  of  benefits  is  conditional  upon  90  days 
of  employment  within  1  year,  or  130  days  of  employ- 
ment within  2  years. 

The  delegates  to  the  49th  Annual  Convention  adopted 
the  unanimous  report  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  on 
Resolution  13  (page  91  of  the  1934  convention  proceed- 
ings.) This  resolution,  concurred  in  by  the  committee, 
provided  for  a  contributory  system  of  unemployment 
insurance.  This  comment  on  the  record  is  necessary  be- 
cause after  unanimous  action  by  the  last  convention, 
and  after  the  Special  Commission  held  public  hearings 
in  every  part  of  the  State,  and  after  the  Committee  on 
Labor  and  Industries  and  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  both  held  public  hearings  and  reported  the  bill, 
objections  were  raised  by  several  trade  unionists  in 
Boston  to  the  contributory  and  other  features  of  the 
bill. 

Despite  the  criticism  we  believe  that  if  this  system  is 
to  be  maintained  on  a  self  respecting  basis,  and  in  order 
to  get  away  from  the  present  pauperizing  system,  that 
employees  as  well  as  employers  should  contribute 
to  the  cost  of  unemployment  insurance. 

A  contributory  system  will  give  to  the  wage  earners 
a  right  to  demand  that  the  funds  and  the  law  are  eco- 
nomically administered  by  an  administration  upon 
which  the  workers  will  have  equal  representation  with 
the  employers. 


RAISING  THE  SCHOOL  AGE 

Senate  61:  By  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

House  28:    By  Department  of  Education. 

An  Act  Raising  the  Age  Limit  for  Compulsory  School  At- 
tendance for  Minors  from  Fourteen  to  Sixteen  Years. 

Passed  the  Senate  on  July  16;  now  pending  in  the 
House. 

Since  1891  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor  has  been  advocating  and  sponsoring  this  legisla- 
tion, but  failed  every  year  when  opposed  by  those  who 
line  up  against  all  liberal  legislation. 

Never  before  was  there  the  need  for  this  legislation 
as  there  is  today,  because  the  complexity  of  our  indus- 
trial environment  demands  more  of  the  mental  and 
physical  qualities  of  a  youngster  than  formerly. 

The  opposition  of  other  years  was  absent,  chiefly  due 
to  the  National  Recovery  Act  which  had  been  in  opera- 
tion for  some  time  and  which  prohibited  the  employ- 
ment of  minors  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  in  al- 
most every  industry. 
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This  legislation  has  passed  the  Senate,  and  if  it  is 
enacted  will  advance  the  age  when  minors  can  be 
legally  employed  from  fourteen  to  sixteen,  and  will  in 
all  probability  affect  less  than  three  thousand  children. 

Senator  Henry  Parkman  argued  successfully  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  and  Eudolph  Marginot 
representing  the  Educational  Committee  of  the  Boston 
C.  L.  U.,  was  helpful  in  contacting  many  legislators  in 
behalf  of  the  measure. 

HOUSING  LEGISLATION 
House  2212:    By  House  Ways  and  Means. 

An  Act  Enlarging  the  Powers  of  the  State  Board  of  Hous- 
ing and  of  Certain  Limited  Dividend  Corporations  and 
Authorizing  the  Establishment  of  Local  Housing  Authori- 
ties, and  Defining  Their  Powers  and  Duties. 

Passed  in  the  House  on  July  15 ;  passed  in  the  Senate 
on  July   16;    returned  by  the    Governor  with   amend- 
ments; now  pending  in  the  House. 

This  enabling  legislation  which  was  proposed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Housing,  has  been  endorsed  and  ap- 
proved by  many  conventions  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor.  It  permits  cities  and  towns  in  the  Common- 
wealth to  set  up  housing  authorities  composed  of  five 
members,  four  of  whom  will  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor 
or  Selectmen  of  the  town,  and  one  by  the  State  Board 
of  Housing. 

These  Housing  Authorities  will  have  the  right  to 
take  substandard  property  by  eminent  domain  and  re- 
construct such  substandard  areas.  The  legislation  pro- 
vides that  they  will  have  the  right  to  accept  from  the 
U.  S.  Government,  grants  and  loans  of  necessary 
monies  to  perform  the  work  and  will  manage  such 
properties  after  they  have  been  constructed.  All  plans, 
specifications  and  the  financial  set-up  are  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Housing. 

The  need  for  this  or  much  more  comprehensive  legis- 
lation is  admitted.  Organized  workers  must  demand  a 
concrete  and  adequate  piece  of  legislation  which  will 
set  up  a  real  housing  agency  with  the  power  to  enforce 
specific  standards.  Housing  is  not  a  side  issue  which 
we  can  afford  to  ignore.  It  is  a  problem  which  has  been 
steadily  increasing  for  years  past,  and  will  not  be 
solved  by  any  temporary  measure. 

Vice  President  John  Carroll,  representing  organized 
labor  and  a  member  of  the  State  Housing  Commission, 
worked  untiringly  for  the  enactment  of  this  measure. 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS 

House  2144:     By  Committee  on  Pensions. 
An  Act  Relative  to  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Laws,  So-Called. 

Passed  the  House  on  July  18,— House  Bill  2289  sub- 
stituted; now  pending  in  the  House. 


This  bill  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
was  substituted  for  thirty-nine  bills  filed  this  year  on 
the  subject  of  old  age  assistance.  Many  of  them  pro- 
posed reducing  the  age  for  granting  assistance  to  sixty 
from  seventy  as  the  law  reads  at  present,  and  many 
others  suggested  various  new  definitions  in  the  present 
law. 

This  problem  is  one  that  constantly  increases  because 
new  conditions  have  made  it  extremely  difficult  for  men 
and  women  in  middle  life  to  secure  employment,  and 
although  many  states,  including  Massachusetts,  have 
enacted  legislation,  none  of  the  laws  begin  to  give  the 
protection  that  these  elderly  people  deserve. 

A  new  era  in  industry  where  the  machine  is  master 
and  no  thought  is  given  to  human  life,  the  coming  of 
the  efficiency  experts,  and  the  mass  production  system 
have  all  contributed  to  making  the  lot  of  the  wage 
earner  over  forty-five  more  difficult. 

Delayed  action  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment's security  program,  is  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
lack  of  legislation  on  this  subject.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  the  indications  are  that  a  Special  Recess  Com- 
mission will  be  appointed  to  study  the  whole  matter. 


BILLS  OPPOSED  BY  LABOR  AND  DEFEATED 

It  was  found  necessary  during  the  1935  session  of 
the  Great  and  General  Court,  as  it  has  been  in  most 
of  the  previous  sessions,  to  oppose  a  large  number  of 
bills  antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  organized  labor 
in  Massachusetts.  We  were  successful  after  consid- 
erable effort,  supplemented  by  the  cooperation  of  the 
Vice-Presidents  and  the  Boston  leaders,  in  defeating 
all  such  measures,  with  the  exception  of  the  legis- 
lation requiring  teachers  to  take  an  oath  of  loyalty. 

As  in  other  years,  most  of  the  bills  were  cunningly 
designed  to  weaken  or  modify  existing  statutes,  and 
their  enactment  would  have  been  serious  to  the  wel- 
fare of  wage  earners  in  most  instances. 

A  mere  listing  of  all  the  bills  your  representatives 
successfully  opposed  at  this  session  would  require 
much  more  space  than  this  report  will  allow,  but  the 
following  are  the  more  important  ones  that  were  de- 
feated either  in  committee  or  on  the  floor  of  either 
branch,  with  the  exception  of  the  measure  mentioned 
above. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION 
(SUPERIOR  COURT) 

House  1274:  By  John  E.  Daniels. 

An  Act  Relative  to  Jurisdiction  of  the  Superior  Court 
Under  the  Laws  Relating  to  Compensation  to  Em- 
loyees  Injured  in  Industrial  Accidents. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  House  on  February 
15;  report  accepted  in  Senate,  February  21. 
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The  enactment  of  this  bill  would  have  provided  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  those  opponents  to  starve 
the  injured  wage  earner  into  submission  while  he 
was  waiting  for  the  Superior  Court  to  act. 

The  suggested  legislation  provided  that  the  Supe- 
rior Court  could  set  aside  any  order  or  decision  of  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board  where  the  findings  of  fact 
were,  in  the  opinion  of  that  court,  contrary  to  the 
weight  of  evidence.  The  reason  for  this  bill,  and 
many  others  of  the  same  type,  is  to  make  it  just  as 
difficult  and  expensive  as  possible  for  the  injured 
worker,  who  in  most  instances  is  not  in  a  position  to 
wait  for  court  decisions. 


DEFINING  INCAPACITY 

House  Bill  1284:  By  Representative  Luitwieler  of 
Newton. 

An    Act    Defining    Incapacity    Under    The    Workmen's 
Compensation  Act. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  House  on  May  10; 
report  accepted  in  Senate  on  May  16. 

This  bill  is  an  'old  chestnut'  that  the  Associated 
Industries  have  been  trying  to  enact  into  law  for 
several  years.  Its  enactment  would  create  so  much 
confusion  that  it  would  be  better  to  scrap  the  Act, 
because  it  would  mean  they  could  deduct  from  the 
injury  the  result  of  what  they  might  term  a  pre- 
existing disease. 

It  can  be  readily  assumed  that  in  almost  every 
instance  the  insurer  would  claim  that  some  pre- 
existing disease  played  a  part  in  the  injury  and  was 
retarding  recovery. 

The  real  purpose  behind  the  repeated  attempt  to 
enact  this  legislation  is  to  break  down,  if  possible, 
a  long  line  of  Supreme  Court  decisions  ruling  that 
an  insurance  company  takes  a  person  as  he  is,  and  if 
a  pre-existing  disease  is  aggravated  they  must  pay 
for  the  entire  incapacity.  The  passage  of  a  bill,  such 
as  this,  would  be  serious  to  those  injured  in  industry, 
and  would  create  confusion  and  litigation  for  every 
injured  wage  earner. 


PAYMENT  OF  COMPENSATION 

House  Bill  1286:  By  Representative  Luitwieler  of 
Newton. 

An   Act   Relative   to   Payments   Under    the   Workmen's 
Compensation  Act. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  House  on  May  10; 
report  accepted  in  Senate  on  May  16. 

All  this  bill  would  do,  along  with  its  companion 
bills  filed  every  year,  is  to  make  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  the  injured  worker  to   collect  compensation. 


Fortunately,  without  exception,  we  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  defeating  all  the  pernicious  bills  aimed  at 
the   Workmen's  Compensation  Law  every  year. 

This  amendment  proposed  that  if  an  injured  work- 
er did  not  recover  as  quickly  as  the  insurance  com- 
panies expected  him  to,  they  suggest  that  something 
must  be  wrong,  and  request  that  the  Industrial  Ac- 
cident Board  apportion  the  amounts  to  be  paid  the 
injured  employee  among  all  the  employers  in  whose 
employ  he  may  have  been,  in  accordance  with  the 
duration  of  employment. 

EMPLOYMENT  ON  PUBLIC  WORKS 
Senate  Bill  82:  By  N.E.  Road  Builders'  Association. 

An  Act  Providing  for  Legislation  to  Regulate  Certain 
Conditions  of  Employment  on  Public  Works. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  House  on  February 
1;  report  accepted  in  the  Senate  on  February  8. 

The  New  England  Road  Builders'  Association,  a 
small  group  of  men,  have  filed  this  legislation  every 
year  since  the  Supreme  Court  rendered  a  decision 
against  the  prevailing  rate  of  wage  law  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

They  propose  and  provide  in  this  legislation  that 
the  awarding  authority  have  the  power  to  set  the 
wages  on  all  public  contracts,  a  condition  which  would 
result  in  endless  confusion  and  make  extremely 
difficult  decent  conditions  for  men  engaged  in  the 
building  industry. 

Your  representatives  have  joined  with  Senator  Mee- 
han  and  E.A.  Johnson  (representing  the  Massachusetts 
State  Building  Trades  Council)  in  opposing  this 
measure. 

WELDING  LEGISLATION 

House   Bill   923:    By   Maurice   Gilgoff. 

An  Act  Providing  Means  and  Standards  of  Regula- 
tion and  Supervision  of  Persons  Engaging  in  the 
Occupation   of  Welding  Metals. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw."  Report  accepted  in  the 
Senate  on  March  25;  accepted  in  the  House  on  March 
27. 

A  large  number  of  persons,  including  many  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Plumbers  and  Steamfitters  Unions, 
appeared  and  spoke  against  this  bill.  They  pointed 
out  to  the  committee  who  gave  the  legislation  "leave 
to  withdraw"  that  its  enactment  would  prohibit  thou- 
sands of  men  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  the  build- 
ing industry  from  following  that  occupation. 

It  was  also  brought  to  their  attention  that  this 
legislation  sought  to  drive  out  of  business  thousands 
of  small  business  men  who  were  operating  auto  repair 
shops,  machine  shops,  and  electric  plants. 
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Neil  A.F,  Doherty,  Secretary  of  Local  12,  along 
with  other  representatives  successfully  brought  about 
the  defeat  of  this  measure. 

TEACHERS'  OATH 

(Opposed  but  enacted  into  law.) 

Senate  Bill  537:  Substituted  for  House  436  and 
1231  (By  Representatives  Paul  and  Dorgan  respec- 
tively)  and  Senate  524. 

Bill  Requiring  That  an  Oath  or  Affirmation  Ba  Taken 
and  Subscribed  to  by  Professors,  Instructors  and 
Teachers  in  the  Colleges,  Universities  and  Schools 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Amended  and  engrossed  in  the  House  on  June  12; 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate  on  June  20.  Signed  by 
the  Governor  on  June  26.     Now  Chapter  370. 

Representatives  Dorgan,  Boston;  McDermott,  Med- 
ford;  Pierce  of  Everett,  and  Senators  Moran  of  Mans- 
field; McAree  of  Haverhill;  and  Miles  of  Brockton 
provided  the  driving  force,  and  after  a  somewhat 
bitter  fight  were  successful  in  enacting  the  measure 
into  law. 

As    a    result    of  a    protest    from    every    organized 

teachers'   group    in  Massachusetts,   along  with   scores 

of    other    protests,  your    officers    as    in    other    years 
opposed  this  bill. 

The  proponents  apparently  do  not  agree  that  this 
Government  of  our's  is  a  fallible  human  machine 
that  must  be  open  to  challenge.  They  cannot  see 
that  those  who  love  their  country  most  deeply  may  not 
always  be  able  to  express  their  patriotism  by  blind 
acquiescence.  The  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
along  with  the  American  Federation  of  Teachers',  has 
opposed  for  years  and  will  continue  to  oppose  the 
setting  up  of  an  intellectual  goose-step  for  the  teach- 
ing profession. 

Having  attended  all  the  public  hearings  on  this 
measure  where  anyone  who  dared  be  in  opposition 
was  immediately  charged  with  being  subversive,  I  am 
now  convinced  that  the  worst  enemies  of  organized 
government  are  not  the  unfortunates  of  our  economic 
system  who  may  hold  subversive  ideas,  but  those  who 
voted  for  this  measure  who  would  put  social  thinking 
in  a  "straight  jacket." 

This  bill  is  a  gratuitous  insult  to  the  loyal  men  and 
women  who  have  for  years  demonstrated  their  loy- 
alty to  the  schools,  to  the  community,  and  to  the 
country.  It  is  a  futile  measure  because  if  there  are 
any  disloyal  teachers  in  the  schools  their  attitude 
certainly  will  not  be  changed  by  the  fact  that  they 
took  an  oath. 

In  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  we 
have  many  fine  men  and  women  teachers  whose  loy- 
alty to   American   institutions    cannot   be    questioned. 


If  we  are  to  have  oaths  of  this  sort  with  narrow  in- 
terpretations of  them,  it  will  be  difficult  to  have  the 
critical  teaching  which  is  needed  if  we  are  to  build  a 
saner  economic  and  political  world,  and  if  we  are  to 
build  a  true  democracy  based  upon  real  opportunity 
for  ALL  OUR  PEOPLE. 


BILLS  FAVORED  BY  LABOR  AND 
DEFEATED. 


CHILD  LABOR  AMENDMENT 

Senate  Bill  39:  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor. 

Petition  for  the  Passage  of  Resolutions  Ratifying  the  Pro- 
Posed  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  Relative  to  the  Labor  of  Persons  Under  Eighteen 
Year  of  Age. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  the  House  on  February 
20;  report  accepted  in  the  Senate  on  February  27. 

Senate  Bill  No.  39 — ^the  petition  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Federation  of  Labor  for  adoption  of  resolutions 
ratifying  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution authorizing  Congress  to  limit,  regulate,  and 
prohibit  the  labor  of  persons  under  eighteen  years  of 
age  was  given  "leave  to  withdraw"  by  the  Committee 
on  Constitutional  Law  on  February  18,  1935. 

After  a  lengthy  debate  in  the  House,  where  the  op- 
position was  led  by  Representative  Reinstein  of  Revere 
and  Representative  Frank  J.  Morrison  of  Hyde  Park, 
a  roll-call  was  secured  by  request  of  Representative 
John  Halliwell  who  was  also  opposed.  The  vote  was 
218  to  5  against  the  amendment. 

The  five  Representatives  who  stood  in  favor  of  the 
petition  of  the  State  Federation  were  Representatives 
Malcolm  L.  Bell  of  Marblehead;  Adolph  Johnson  of 
Brockton;  Henry  Cabot  Lodge  of  Beverly;  David  A. 
Rose  of  Dorchester;  and  J.  Walton  Tuttle  of  Framing- 
ham. 

Senator  Francis  M.  McKeown  of  Springfield  and 
Senator  Wm.  A.  Davenport  of  Greenfield  led  the  op- 
position in  the  Senate  where  it  was  defeated  by  a  vote 
of  34  to  0  on  February  27. 

Among  outstanding  citizens  who  have  urged  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Amendment  are  U.  S.  Secretary  of  Labor, 
Frances  Perkins;  Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor  John  A.  Ryan, 
Catholic  University,  Washington,  D.  C;  Father  Fran- 
cis J.  Haas;  Governor  Winant,  New  Hampshire;  Gov- 
ernor Lehman,  New  York;  Governor  Pinchot,  Pennsyl- 
vania; Governor  Landon,  Arkansas;  Senator  Wagner, 
New  York;  Congressman  Connery,  Massachusetts; 
Professor  Manley  O.  Hudson,  Harvard  Law  School; 
Robert  Amory  of  the  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Associ- 
ation; and  many  representatives  of  Central  Labor 
Unions  and  local  unions  from  every  part  of  the  State. 
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The  opposition,  as  in  other  years,  was  led  by  the 
same  groups  who  have  bitterly  opposed  almost  every 
piece  of  progressive  legislation  and  who  at  no  time 
during  my  term  as  Legislative  Agent  were  ever  known 
to  appear  at  the  State  House  to  say  a  kindly  word  in 
behalf  of  social  justice:  Representatives  of  the  "Sen- 
tinels of  the  Republic";  Eben  W.  Burnstead  of  the 
Massachusetts  Civic  Alliance;  Reverend  Jones  I.  Cor- 
rigan,  S.  J.,  representing  Cardinal  O'Connell;  A.  Law- 
rence Lowell,  Ex-President  of  Harvard  University; 
and  Rev.  George  O.  Lillegard  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Although  twenty-four  sovereign  states  have  ratified 
the  amendment  and  although  the  Governor  has  called  in 
leaders  from  our  industries  and  has  made  frequent 
trips  to  Washington  to  obtain  equal  competitive  condi- 
tions among  the  states,  our  Legislature  voted  against 
the  legislation  which  would  have  allowed  Congress  to 
pass  uniform  national  legislation  for  which  there  is 
evident  need. 

For  the  past  fifty  years  the  United  States  has  been 
trying  to  abolish  Child  Labor  by  means  of  individual 
state  legislation  with  but  poor  results.  The  situation 
which  has  developed  has  enabled  business  to  make  the 
most  money  in  states  where  the  law  allowed  the  chil- 
dren to  be  treated  the  worst.  This  condition,  it  must  be 
admitted,  tends  to  drive  manufacturing  to  the  states 
which  allow  child  labor  and  out  of  states  with  high 
standards,  penalizes  the  good  states  and  rewards  those 
with  the  lowest  standards. 

Although  the  opponents  of  this  legislation  invariably 
argue  about  the  bureaucracy  and  constitutionality  of 
this  measure  and  assert  that  it  would  nationalize  our 
children,  I  feel  after  listening  to  them  for  several  years 
that  it  is  not  so  much  the  constitutionality  of  the 
amendment  they  are  concerned  about,  as  its  economics. 

I  fully  appreciate  the  difficulty  we  face  in  securing 
the  enactment  of  this  amendment  in  view  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  church  leaders.  We  must  recognize  that  no 
legislation,  however  meritorious,  can  be  enacted  in 
Massachusetts  at  the  present  time  if  it  meets  with  the 
opposition  of  those  leaders, 
it 

Yet  this  legislation  is  one  of  the  important  measures 
on  the  legislative  program  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  undoubtedly  President  Green  will  urge 
the  Massachusetts  Federation,  as  in  other  years,  to 
press  for  its  enactment. 

I  urge  the  delegates  to  give  this  matter  their  serious 
consideration  so  that  their  instructions  to  their  Legisla- 
tive Agent  will  not  be  misunderstood  either  by  our  op- 
ponents or  by  those  few  members  whom  the  opposition 
is  even  now  trying  to  recruit  from  our  ranks. 

STATE   PRINTING 

House  Bill  1456:  By  Boston  Allied  Printing  Trades 
Council. 


A  Resolve  Relating  to  State  Printing. 

"Leave  to  withdraw"  in  House  on  April  8;  recom- 
mitted, April  12;  Senate  non-concurs,  on  April  16. 

This  bill  provided  that  the  Attorney-General,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  State  Treasurer,  State 
Auditor,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Administration  and 
Finance  in  the  execution  of  printing  and  binding  for 
the  Commonwealth,  would  take  into  consideration  the 
circumstances  and  facilities  of  those  bidding  for  the 
work. 

It  further  provided  that  they  be  authorized  to  reject 
any  bid  received  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  interest  of 
the  State  required  it.  It  provided  for  a  working  day 
of  eight  hours  and  equal  pay  for  equal  work  per- 
formed by  men  and  women. 

Despite  the  active  support  and  work  of  the  officers 
of  the  Boston  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council,  the  bill 
was  defeated. 

House  Bill  366:  By  Massachusetts  State  Federation 
of  Labor. 

An  Act  Prohibiting  State  Printing  at  State  and  County  In- 
stitutions. 

To  House  Ways  and  Means  on  March  18th;  "ought 
not  to  pass"  on  May  16;  bill  rejected  on  May  17. 

Daniel  J.  McDonald,  Leo  Greene,  Joseph  Dart,  An-r 
thony  De  Andrade  and  John  Connolly,  representing  tbe 
Allied  Printing  Trades  Council,  as  in  other  years,  made 
every  effort  to  secure  the  passage  of  both  House  366 
and  House  1456. 

The  proposal  met  with  the  opposition  of  Deputy  Com- 
missioner Edward  Bagley,  and  the  Department  of  Cor- 
rections. 

ORGANIZING  PUBLIC  UTILITY  EMPLOYERS 
Senate  Bill  264:    By  Boston  Central  Labor  Union. 

An  Act  Authorizing  Employees  of  Public  Utility  Companies 
to  Organize  Into  Groups  and  Enter  Into  "Collective  Bar- 
gaining" So-Called. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  House  on  March  27; 
report  accepted  in  Senate  on  April  1. 

Many  representatives  of  Labor,  including  Mrs.  Julia 
O'C.  Parker,  representing  the  organized  Telephone  Op- 
erators; John  J.  Kearney,  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Em- 
ployees; Harry  P.  Grages,  Secretary  of  the  Boston  C. 
L.  U.,  and  Frank  J.  Smith,  Electrical  Workers,  argued 
without  success  for  the  enactment  of  this  measure. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  the  speakers,  during  the  hear- 
ing, that  the  Telephone  Company  merely  used  the  com- 
pany union  as  a  weapon  for  the  purposes  of  intimidat- 
ing workers,  and  that  the  members  of  the  "management 
favored  company  unions"  were  invariably  considered 
first  in  line  for  promotion. 
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Mr.  Charles  S.  Pierce,  Vice  President  of  the  com- 
pany, led  the  opposition  which  consisted  of  several  hun- 
dred company  girls  who,  Mr.  Pierce  admitted,  attended 
meetings  from  all  over  New  England  on  company  time 
with  their  expenses  paid  by  the  company. 

This  set-up  is  simply  one  more  employee  representa- 
tion plan  with  a  slight  form  of  organization  that  many 
misguided  persons  have  been  inclined  to  believe  is  real. 
Those  responsible  talk  glibly  about  cooperation,  work- 
ers' representation,  and  collective  bargaining,  when  it 
is  common  knowledge  that  none  of  these  essentials  exist 
in  an  organization  which  employers  initiate  and  com- 
pletely control. 


STATE  FUND  WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION 

House  340:  By  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

An  Act  Establishing  a  State  Fund  for  Compensation  of 
Employees  Injured  in  Industrial  Accidents,  and  Enabling 
Employers  to  Insure  Their  Own  Risks. 

Given  "next  annual  session"  on  July  9.  Report  ac- 
cepted. . !     ^ 

Under  the  heading  "Bills  Favored  by  Labor  and  En- 
acted Into  Law,"  this  legislation  is  fully  explained  and 
recommendations  made  for  the  consideration  of  the 
delegates. 

The  need  for  State  owned  and  operated  Workmen's 
Compensation  Insurance  Funds  for  the  adequate  pro- 
tection of  injured  workers,  was  never  more  necessary 
than  now,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  delegates  will  give 
careful  consideration  to  the  recommendations  contained 
in  this  report. 


INVESTIGATION 

House  Bill  2145:    Substituted  for  House  Bill  1875. 

Resolve  Providing  for  an  Investigation  by  a  Special  Com- 
mission Relative  to  Workmen's  Compensation  and  Cer- 
tain Related  Matters. 

Given  "next  annual  session"  on  June  27. 

The  Special  Commission  established  to  investigate 
relative  to  the  discrimination  against  elderly  persons, 
proposed  by  a  majority  vote  a  State  Fund  for  Work- 
men's Compensation  as  a  partial  solution  to  the  dis- 
crimination problem. 

The  committee  on  Labor  and  Industries  who  heard 
this  part  of  the  report,  substituted  House  Bill  No. 
2145,  calling  for  an  investigation  of  the  whole  subject 
matter.  Although  every  effort  was  made  by  your  repre- 
sentatives and  the  Committee  on  Labor  and  Industries, 
the  resolve  was  defeated. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   MINORS 

House  357:    By  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation 
of  Labor. 

An  Act  for  Amendment  of  the  Law  Relative  to  the  Em- 
ployment of  Minors. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  House  on  May  29;  re- 
port accepted  in  the  Senate  on  June  5. 

A  great  many  states  have  enacted  legislation  pro- 
hibiting the  employment  of  minors  on  or  about  danger- 
ous machinery.  The  success  of  other  states  is  mostly 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Industrial  Accident  Boards  in 
those  states  have  analyzed  their  accident  experience  as 
it  affects  minors,  while  the  Industrial  Accident  Board 
in  Massachusetts  apparently  does  not  consider  such  a 
procedure  to  be  one  of  its  duties.  The  Committee  on 
Labor  and  Industries  which  heard  this  bill,  and  which 
was  the  most  intelligent  committee  serving  in  that 
capacity  during  my  time  as  Legislative  Agent,  felt 
that  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  had  the 
authority  to  do  that  which  was  requested  in  House  Bill 
357.  The  officials  of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  In- 
dustries produced  much  documentary  evidence,  includ- 
ing an  opinion  from  the  former  Attorney-General, 
Joseph  Warner,  pointing  out  that  the  Department  had 
not  that  power  under  the  present  law. 

As  a  result  of  our  experience  this  year  I  believe  that 
our  efforts  ought  to  be  directed  to  amend  Section  63, 
Chapter  149,  so  that  the  Department  of  Labor  and  In- 
dustries would  have  the  authority  to  determine  pro- 
hibited trades,  occupations,  and  employment  for  minors. 


EMPLOYMENT  AGENCIES 

House  Bill  1136:  By  the  Massachusetts  State  Feder- 
ation of  Labor. 

An  Act  Providing  for  the  Regulation  of  Private  Employ- 
ment Agencies. 

Given  "next  annual  session"  on  July  16.  Eeport  ac- 
cepted. 

The  majority  of  fee  charging  employment  agencies 
who  make  a  business  of  finding  jobs  for  unemployed 
workers,  need  regulation.  They  exploit  those  who  need 
assistance  most,  and  thrive  on  the  misfortune  of  wage 
earners  who  need  a  job. 

This  legislation  would  eliminate  independent  licen- 
sing and  give  to  the  State  an  opportunity  to  super- 
vise and  regulate  fee  charging  agencies. 

Representative  Markley  of  Springfield  sponsored  the 
bill  for  the  State  Federation,  but  the  Committee  on 
Mercantile  Affairs  which  heard  the  bill,  unanimously 
opposed  the  measure  and  it  was  defeated. 
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LEGISLATION  DEFINING  BARBER  SCHOOLS 

House   Bill   903:     By   Representative   Centracchio   of 
Boston. 
An  Act  Providing  for  Legislation  to  Define  Barber  Schools. 

Given  "leave  to  Vi^ithdraw"  in  the  House  on  May  14; 
report  accepted  in  the  Senate  on  May  20. 

This  bill  was  sponsored  by  the  Master  Barbers'  As- 
sociation of  Massachusetts  and  the  Journeymen  Bar- 
bers* Association.  It  provided  that  barber  work  done  by 
students  in  schools  be  performed  without  compensation 
to  the  student,  and  no  charge  to  the  patron  except  the 
cost  of  material  incidental  to  the  service  rendered. 

Representatives  of  both  Master  and  Journeymen  As- 
sociations made  every  effort  in  behalf  of  this  legislation 
but  their  opponents,  among  other  excuses,  raised  the 
old  familiar  cry  of  "unconstitutional,"  and  the  bill 
went  down  to  defeat.  This  legislation  is  sound  in  prin- 
ciple because  it  would  prevent  the  exploitation  now  go- 
ing on  in  so-called  barber  schools. 


FAIR  CODES  FOR  BARBER  SHOPS 

House  Bill  904:  By  Representative  Centracchio  of 
Boston. 

An  Act  Providing  for  the  Adoption  of   Fair  Competition 
for  the  Barber  Shop  Trade. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  the  House  on  May  14; 
report  accepted  in  the  Senate  on  May  20. 

This  legislation  was  also  sponsored  by  the  Master 
Barbers'  Association  and  the  Journeymen  Barbers'  As- 
sociation of  Massachusetts. 

On  the  basis  that  a  state  and  national  emergency  pro- 
ductive of  widespread  unemployment  existed,  it  sought 
to  authorize  the  setting  up  of  codes  of  fair  competition 
for  the  barber   shop  trade  in  the  various   cities   and 

towns  of  the  state.  It  provided  that  the  owners  and 
operators  of  not  less  than  eighty  percent  of  the  barber 
shops  in  any  city  or  town  could  apply  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  code  of  fair  competition  in  such  city  or  town. 

Although  the  representatives  of  both  organized  Mas- 
ters and  Journeymen  worked  hard  for  the  success  of 
this  legislation,  it  went  down  to  defeat  along  with  its 
companion  bill — House  903. 


LICENSING  OF  FIREMEN 

House  Bill   1314:     By   International    Brotherhood   of 
Firemen  and  Oilers. 

An  Act  Relative  to  Licenses  for  Operating  Boilers  and  En- 
gines. 


Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  the  House  on  April  4 ; 
report  accepted  by  the  Senate  on  April  9. 

This  legislation  proposed  by  Local  No.  3  of  Boston 
was  in  charge  of  International  President  McNamara 
and  Herman  Koster,  Business  Agent,  who  vigorously 
advocated  its  enactment;  but  it  met  with  sharp  opposi- 
tion from  several  quarters  and  was  given  "leave  to 
withdraw." 

LICENSING  OF  ENGINEERS 

House  Bill  1647:  By  Massachusetts  State  Branch  of 
Operating  Engineers. 

An  Act  Relative  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Safety  Over  Internal  Combustion  Engines,  Re- 
frigerating Apparatus,  Gas  and  Steam  Cranes,  and 
Licenses  for  the  Same. 

Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  the  House  on  April  12; 
report  accepted  in  the  Senate  on  April  17. 

A  large  group  of  men  engaged  in  this  industry,  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Harry  A.  Russell,  Boston,  ap- 
peared before  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  on  this 
bill. 

It  was  quite  evident  that  the  opposition  would  be 
powerful  because  the  bill  was  comprehensive  and  quite 
far-reaching. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  FIREMEN 

House  Bill  1002:  By  Representative  Shea  of  Cam- 
bridge. 

An  Act  Repealing  Certain  Provisions  of  Law  Relating  to 
Firemen's  Organizations. 

Passed  the  House  on  April  1;  rejected  in  the  Senate 
on  April  11,  by  a  tie  vote  of  17  to  17. 

This  legislation  sought  to  repeal  sections  eighty-four, 
eighty-five,  and  eighty-six  of  Chapter  48  of  the  General 
Laws,  which  are  contrary  to  both  the  spirit  and  letter 
of  collective  bargaining. 

These  sections  prevent  effectively  the  organization  of 
fire  fighters  unless  granted  permission  by  the  authori- 
ties of  their  respective  city  or  town,  a  permission  which 
should  not  be  necessary  and  is  on  most  occasions  quite 
difficult  to  secure. 

This  is  sound  legislation  and  would  merely  give  to 
men  engaged  in  the  hazardous  task  of  fighting  fires  the 
same  right  to  bargain  collectively  under  the  law  as  that 
given  to  all  other  wage  earners. 

MUNICIPAL  UNIVERSITIES 

House  Bill  832:    By  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union. 

An    Act    Authorizing    the    Establishment    of    a    Municipal 
University    by    Cities    of    the    Metropolitan    Class    When 
Authorized  by  the  Electors  Thereof. 
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Given  "leave  to  withdraw"  in  the  Senate  on  Febru- 
ary 21;  report  accepted  in  the  House  on  February  27. 

This  bill,  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union,  and  actively  advocated  before  the  committee  on 
Education  by  Rudolph  N.  Marginot  and  other  members 
of  the  education  committee  of  the  Boston  C.  L.  U.,  was 
reported  adversely  by  the  Committee. 

It  provides  that  ten  percent  of  the  registered  voters 
of  any  city  of  the  metropolitan  class  may  petition  to 
have  the  question  "shall  this  city  establish  and  main- 
tain a  municipal  university  to  include  a  four  years  col- 
lege course  and  such  other  departments  as  may  be 
deemed  expedient  by  the  board  of  regents  thereof?", 
submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  of  said 
city  at  the  next  regular  or  general  city  or  state  election. 

ECONOMICS  IN  SCHOOLS 

House  Bill  2115:  By  Representative  Kelley  of  Worces- 
ter. 

An  Act  Providing  for  the  Teaching  of  Economics  in  the 
Secondary  Schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Given  "next  annual  session"  in  the  House  on  June  3. 

Governor  Curley  requested  in  his  inaugural  address 
that  more  attention  be  given  to  the  subject  of  economics 
in  our  public  schools.  House  Bill  2115  provided  that  in 
all  public  junior  and  senior  high  schools  the  subject  of 
economics  shall  be  taught  as  a  required  subject,  to  the 
end  that  our  citizens  may  be  better  equipped  to  render 
the  service  that  is  essential  to  the  continued  existence 
of  democratic  government. 

The  representatives  of  organized  labor  wholeheart- 
edly agreed  and  supported  the  measure,  but  the  patriots 
were  in  the  majority  and  defeated  the  measure  seeing 
in  it  a  threat  to  the  "status  quo," 

CONCLUSION 

Although  conditions  have  been  trying,  and  the  many 
problems  facing  our  local  unions  as  well  as  the  Federa- 
tion have  been  difficult  of  solution,  we  have,  through  a 
splendid  spirit  of  cooperation  and  mutual  understand- 
ing, been  able  to  maintain  and  strenghthen  the  State 
Federation  until  now  it  is  in  the  best  financial  and 
numerical  position  of  its  fifty  years'  history. 

Since  those  fifty  years  tell  a  human  interest  story  of 
concern  and  interest  to  every  wage  earner,  it  seemed 
advisable  to  the  Executive  Council  to  print  a  history 
of  our  struggles  and  achievements  over  that  period; 
and,  despite  the  fact  that  such  a  venture  entailed  con- 
siderable expense  because  of  the  total  absence  of  rec- 
ords previous  to  1900  (which  necessitated  a  great  deal 
of  effort  and  research  in  libraries,  newspaper  files,  and 
conversations  with  old  time  members)  the  pleasing  re- 
sult is  the  document  which  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention now  own. 


It  is  hoped  that  everyone  will  preserve  his  or  her 
copy  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  the  various  trade 
unions  so  that  the  story  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor  over  the  last  fifty  years  may  be 
available  to  all  who  are  interested. 

In  accordance  with  Resolution  36  passed  at  the  1934 
convention,  with  only  two  dissenting  votes,  the  Federa- 
tion urged  wage  earners  in  every  city  and  town  of 
Massachusetts  to  join  with  them  in  bringing  about  the 
defeat  of  Caspar  Griswold  Bacon,  candidate  for  the 
Governorship  of  Massachusetts.  The  Federation  waged 
an  absolutely  non-partisan  fight  against  Mr.  Bacon  be- 
cause of  his  anti-labor  record  during  his  years  as  Sen- 
ator and  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Senate. 

Similar  campaigns  were  waged  against  Senators 
Chase  of  Springfield,  Davis  of  Haverhill,  and  Stevens 
of  Lowell,  All  of  these  campaigns,  based  entirely  on  the 
labor  record  which  the  candidates  wrote  themselves  in 
the  legislative  annals,  were  successful ;  and,  as  you  will 
note  by  the  Legislative  report,  the  effort  made  was  un- 
doubtedly responsible  for  much  of  our  success. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  name  all  those  who 
gave  so  willingly  of  their  time  in  this  cause,  but  I  want 
to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  thank  them  for 
the  splendid  service  rendered. 

After  the  political  campaign  and  prior  to  the  inaug- 
ural of  Governor  Curley,  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Federation  waited  upon  him  to  request  that  he  include 
in  his  inaugural  message  the  proposals  which  Labor 
sponsored,  some  of  them  for  many  years.  The  Govern- 
or's action  in  acceding  to  our  request  was  very  grati- 
fying to  members  of  organized  labor.  He  requested  the 
Legislature  to  enact  a  State  Fund  for  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation; a  law  raising  the  School  Age  to  sixteen 
years;  a  law  to  prevent  the  attachment  of  wages  with- 
out a  court  judgment;  and  a  strong  State  Recovery  Act. 

Another  matter  worthy  of  mention  is  the  change  in 
headquarters  of  the  State  Federation. 

For  many  years  the  Federation  has  been  hampered 
in  its  work  by  an  inadequate  office  and  council  room. 
With  increased  activity  it  became  essential  to  have  a 
conference  room  where  interested  groups  having  meet- 
ings could  gather  without  interruption.  Because  of  the 
improvement  in  financial  conditions  it  became  possible' 
for  us  to  secure  larger  headquarters  in  the  same  build- 
ing with  two  rooms  instead  of  one.  The  conference 
room  has  been  used  by  many  state  organizations  with- 
out any  cost  to  them,  and  it  is  hoped  that  increasingly 
more  groups  will  use  these  facilities. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  I  desire  to  acknowl- 
edge the  splendid  cooperation  of  President  Gatelee,  who 
although  located  in  Springfield,  constantly  gave  the 
office  every  possible  assistance.  I  appreciate  that  many 
times  he  has  willingly  come  to  my  aid  when  help  was 
needed  on  legislation,  particularly  the  legislation  on  in- 
junctions upon  which  he  spent  considerable  time. 
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To  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council  and  Miss 
Murphy  I  make  grateful  acknowledgment  for  the  sup- 
port given  me  during  one  of  the  longest  and  most 
strenuous  sessions  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  in 
the  history  of  Massachusetts. 

William  T.  Egan  of  the  Street  Railway  Employees, 
Charles  J.  Mahoney  of  the  Railroad  Trainmen,  and 
Frank  Symonds  of  the  Locomotive  Firemen  have  on 
many  occasions  been  helpful  in  supporting  our  pro- 
gram of  legislation,  for  which  I  am  indeed  grateful. 

In  this  report  I  have  made  no  attempt  to  go  into  de- 
tail in  connection  with  the  duties  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer-Legislative  Agent.  I  have  no  desire  to  weary 
the  delegates  with  a  recital  of  the  multitude  of  small 
and  large  matters  which  have  been  attended  to.  Rather, 
I  leave  to  our  organizations,  their  officers,  and  individ- 
ual members,  judgment  on  these  matters. 

Many  problems  have  confronted  us  during  the  past 
year,  and  only  because  of  the  intelligence,  faith,  and 
confidence  that  our  members  have  had  in  our  move- 


ment has  it  been  possible  for  your  representatives  to 
accomplish  what  has  been  done. 

There  is  so  much  more  to  do  that  it  requires  the  best 
thought  and  intelligence  of  the  delegates  attending  this 
convention  so  that  we  may  plan  together  in  an  effort  to 
go  forward  to  still  greater  things.  The  responsibility 
for  plans  and  policies  rests  upon  the  delegates,  and  it 
is  my  hope  that  when  the  end  of  our  deliberations  ar- 
rives, and  despite  differences  of  opinion,  that  when  our 
decisions  are  made  we  will  forget  those  differences  and 
go  forward  as  one  united  group,  supporting  as  a  whole 
the  program  adopted  by  this  convention. 

Fraternally  submitted. 


U</^  ^^^^iZi^ 


Secretary-  Treasurer-Legislative  Agent 


FRED    C.    ANDERSON    AND    COMPANY 

CKRTIFIED    PUBLIC   ACCOUNTANTS 
o3    STATE    STREET,     BOSTON,    MASS. 


Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
11  Beacon  Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 


July  10,  1935 


Gentlemen:  ..,.--■ 

In  accordance  with  our  agreement,  we  have  made  the  annual  audit  of  the 
books  and  accounts  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1935. 

We  submit  herewith  our  report,  together  with  financial  statement  and 
supporting  schedules  as  follows: 
Exhibit  A  -  Statement  of  Condition  - 
Exhibit  B  -  Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements  - 


Exhibit ^ C  -  Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements  - 
Year  Book  - 

Exhibit  D  -  Changes  in  Affiliated  Organizations  - 

-oOo- 


June  30,  1935 
July  1,  1934 
to  June  30,  1935 


July  1,  1934 

to  June  30,  1935 

July  1,  1934 

to  June  30,  1935 


6,328.37 


The  financial  condition  of  the  Federation  as  at  the  close  of  its  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1935,  is  set  forth  in  the  Statement  of  Condition  presented  in 
Exhibit  A, 

Our  comments  on  the  items  shown  therein  are  as  follows: 
Cash  on  Deposit  in  Banks 

This  account  summarizes  as  follows: 
Balance  July  1,  1934,  per  prior  report: 

On  Deposit  -  First  National  Bank 

Checking  Account 
Year  Book  Fund 

On  Deposit  -  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Book  #982,541 

Cash  Receipts  July  1,  1934  to  June  30,  1935 

Collections  per  Exhibit  B  -  Dues 

Payments  from  A.  F.  of  L. 

Interest  on  Savings  Deposit 

Year  Book  Cash  Receipts  per  Exhibit  C 

Transferred  from  Year  Book  Fund 

Total  Cash  Receipts 

Total  Cash  to  be  Accounted  For 


$2,027.59 
2,010.62 

517.29  $  4,555.50 


19,113.89 

1,200.00 

45.45 

4,240.00 

1,700.00 


16,299.34 
$20,854.84 


Cash  Disbursements  July  1,  1934  to  June  30,  1935 

Payments  per  Exhibit  B 
Payments  per  Exhibit  C 

Total  Cash  Disbursements 

Balance  June  30,  1935 

This  balance  comprises  the  following: 
First  National  Bank  Checking  Account 
Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  Book  #982,541 
First  National  Bank,  Year  Book  Fund 
Total  as  above 


^8,824.99 
5,701.48 


S14,526.47 
$  6,328.37 


$  3,516.49 

2,262.74 

549.14 


S  6,328.37 
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'    '-'■  We  have  examined  all  cancelled  checks  returned  by  the  bank  and  have 

compared  the  amounts  with  the  entries  in  the  Cash  Book.   Deposits  subject  to  check 
were  found  to  be  in  agreement  with  the  bank  statements  as  of  June  30,  1935. 

Cash  on  Deposit  at  the  Boston  Five  Cents;  Savings  Bank  as  shownjDy 
examination  of  the  pass  book  was  further  verified  by  certificate  mailed  direct  to 
us  from  the  bank. 

Due  from  Affiliated  Organizations  .■.•.', -.;..^-    $   550.56 

An  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  Affiliated  Organizations,  discloses  that 
94  are  in  arrears  in  the  payment  of  their  Per  Capita  Tax  as  at  the  close  of  the  year  in 
the  aggregate  amount  of  ^550.56.  All  of  these  organizations  are"in  good  standing 
and  the  amount  is  therefore  included  in  the  Statement  of  Condition. 


n  - 

100.00 

35.00 

/:,  -■--' 

.  .35,00 

35.00 

10.00 

50.00 

$ 

265.00 

^ 

219.12 

Due  from  Year  Book  Advertisers  -   $   265.00 

This  amount  is  the  total  due  from  firms  whose  advertisements  were 
printed  in  the  1935  Year  Book,  payments  for  which  were  not  received  until  after  t'he 
close  of  your  fiscal  year  on  June  30, '1935.   The  amount  comprises  the  following?' 
General  Electric  Co.  -  .-  " 

Sears  Roebuck  &  Co.         ^ „.,  .„  -  .   -  . 

Pepperell  Manufacturing  Co.  ^fr 

New  England  Box  Co. 

New  American  Hotel 

B.  F,  Perkins  &  Son,  Inc. 

Total  as  Above  '^ 

Dues  Paid  in  Advance 

This  item  includes  the  prepayment  of  the  Per  Capita  Tax  of  76  Affiliated 
Organizations  aggregating  |219.12  and  is  shown  on  the  Statement  of  Condition  only 
for  the  purpose  of  separating  it  from  the  financial  results  applying  to  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1935. 

Net  Equity  %   6,924.81 

This  account  represents  the  present  net  worth  of  the  organization  and 
compares  with  $5,596.87  on  June  30,  1934,  an  increase  of  $1,327.94  for  the  year. 

Operations  -  Exhibit  B 

The  receipts  from  dues  amounted  to  $9,113.89  for  the  year,  which  compares 
with  $7,372.06  for  the  previous  year. 

The  sum  of  $1,200.00  was  received  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
This  represents  payments  by  the  National  Organization  of  $100.00  per  month  cover- 
ing the  office  expenses  of  representatives  of  that  organization  working  within 
this  state. 


i, 824, 99. 


$3,234.35. 


The  payments  for  the  year  covering  administrative  expenses  amounted  to 
The  operating  results  show  a  net  gain  for  the  year  amounting  to 


Year  Book  -  Exhibit  C 

The  operation  of  the  Year  Book  fund  resulted  in  a  profit  of  $2,103.52 
as  follows; 
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Advertising  Income  Received  $  4,240.00 

Advertising  Income  Due  265.00 

Total  Advertising  Income  $  4,505.00 

Deduct  -  Cost  of  Year  Book,  as  follows: 

Printing  $   500.00 
Postage  100.00 

Commissions  1,800.22 

Miscellaneous  1.26 

Total  Cost  2,401.48 

Net  Profit  on  Year  Book  $  2,105.52 

For  further  details  we  refer  you  to  Exhibit  C, 

General  Remarks ; 

Your  organization  has  made  continued  progress  during  the  past  year. 
The  membership  shows  a  splendid  increase,  and  a  further  strengthening  is  noted  by 
the  broader  base  on  which  the  organization  rests,  due  to  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  affiliated  organizations  located  at  many  points  throughout  the  State. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  officers  of  your  organization  for  their  assistsmce 
during  the  progress  of  the  audit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  C.  ANDERSON  and  CO., 
By  Fred  Chas.  Anderson, 

Certified  Public  Accountant. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

STATEMENT  OF  CONDITION 

JUNE  30.  1955 

ASSETS 


Cash  in  Banks 

Due  from  Affiliated  Organizations 
Due  from  Year  Book  Advertisers 
TOTAL  ASSETS 


LIABILITIES 


Dues  Paid  in  Advance 
Net  Equity 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  and  NET  EQUITY 


Exhibit  A 


$  6,328.37 
550.56 
265.00 


$  7,143.95 


219.12 
6,924.81 


$  7,143.95 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

STATEMENT  of  CASH  RECEIPTS  and  DISBURSEMENTS 

JULY  1,  1954  to  JUNE  50,  1955 


Exhibit  B 


July  1,  1954  Cash  Balance  from  previous  report 

CASH  RECEIPTS 

Dues  Collected  -  Affiliated  Organizations 

Office  Expense  -  American  Federation  of  Labor 

Interest  -  Savings  Bank  Deposit 

Transferred  from  Year  Book  Fund 
Total  Cash  Receipts 
Total  Cash  to  be  Accounted  for 

CASH  PAYMENTS 

Salary,  Secretary  -  Treasurer 

Salary,  Assistant  Secretary 

Postage 

Rent  and  Light 

Auditing 

Office  Supplies  and  Expense 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Printing  and  Stationery 

Convention  Expenses 

Badges 

Per  Capita  Tax  -  A.  F.  of  L. 

Expenses,  Executive  Council  Meetings 

Traveling  Expenses 

General  Office  Expenses 

Expense,  Delegate  to  A.  F.  of  L,  Convention 

Newspaper  Ads 

History  of  State  Federation  of  Labor 

Rent  paid  in  Advance 

Year  Book  Envelopes 

Tax  on  Checks 

Total  Cash  Disbursements 
JUNE  50,  1955  CASH  BALANCE 


$  2,544.88 


9,115.89 

1,200.00 

45.45 

1,700.00 


2,860.00 

1,560.00 

110.29 

816.92 

100.00 

150.57 

581.94 

560.25 

646.53 

122.76 

10.00 

250.56 

455.81 

57.18 

500.00 

41.95 

150.00 

82.08 

8.25 

2.10 


12,059.54 
;i4, 604.22 


8,824.99 
5,779.25 
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MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

CASH  RECEIPTS  and  DISBURSEMENTS 

1955  YEAR  BOOK 

July  1,  1954  Cash  Balance  from  previous  report 

CASH  RECEIPTS 

Receipts  from  Advertisements 

Total  Cash  to  be  Accounted  for 

CASH  PAYMENTS 

Printing  Year  Book 

Printing  History  of  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor 

Postage  on  Year  Books 

Commissions 

Donation  to  Springfield  C.L.U.  for  Convention 

Bank  Service  Charge 

Tax  on  Checks 

Transferred  to  General  Fund 

Total  Cash  Payments 
JUNE  50.  1955  CASH  BALANCE 


Exhibit  C 


$  2,010.62 


4,240.00 
$  6,250.62 


500.00 

600.00 

100.00 

1,800.22 

1,000.00 

1.00 

.26 

1,700.00 


5,701.48 


549.14 


-♦-^ 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

CHANGES  in  AFFILIATED  ORGANIZATIONS 

YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  50,  1955 


Exhibit  D 


1955 


1954 


Affiliated  Organizations  in  Good  Standing 
Affiliated  Organizations  in  Arrears 

TOTAL  AFFILIATED  ORGANIZATIONS 

SUMMARY 

Total  Affiliated  Organizations  June  50,  1955 

Total  Affiliated  Organizations  June  50,  1954 

GAIN  in  AFFILIATIONS 


552 

244 

94  , 
426 

125 
569 

426 

569 
57 
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APPENDIX 

ANTI-INJUNCTION  BILL 

CHAPTER  407 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

In  the  Year 
One  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Thirty-five 


AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  INJUNCTION  AND 

CONTEMPT  PROCEDURE  IN 

LABOR  DISPUTES 

Be  it  enacted   by   the   Senate   and   House   of    Representa- 
tives   in    General    Court    assembled,    and    by    the    authority 
of   the   same,    as    follows:     SECTION    1.     Chapter    one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby 
amended  by  inserting  after  section  twenty  A,  inserted 
by  section  one  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  fifty-one 
of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  the 
two   following   new   sections: — Section   20B.     No   officer 
or  member  of  any  association  or  organization,  and  no 
association  or  organization,  participating  or  interested 
in    a    labor    dispute,    as   defined    in    section    twenty    C, 
shall  be  held  responsible  or  liable  in  any  court  for  the 
unlawful     acts     of     individual     officers,     members     or 
agents,    except    upon    clear    proof    of    actual    partici- 
pation in,  or  actual  authorization  of,  such  acts,  or  of 
ratification     of     such     acts     after     actual     knowledge 
thereof.    Section  20C.    For  the  purposes  of  this  and  the 
preceding   section,    sections    one,   nine   and   nine    A    of 
chapter  two  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  sections  thir- 
teen A  and  thirteen   B   of  chapter   two  hundred   and 
twenty, —  (a)    A   case    shall   be   held   to   involve    or   to 
grow   out   of   a   labor   dispute   when   the   case   involves 
persons  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  industry,  trade, 
craft  or  occupation ;  or  who  are  employees  of  the  same 
employer;    or   who    are   members   of   the    same    or    an 
affiliated    organization    of     employers     or    employees; 
whether    such    dispute    is    (1)    between    one    or    more 
employers    or    associations    of    employers    and    one    or 
more  employees  or  associations  of  employees;    (2)   be- 
tween  one   or  more  employers  or  associations   of   em- 
ployers and,  one  or  more  employers  or  associations  of 
employers;   or    (3)    between  one  or  more  employees  or 
associations  of  employees  and  one  or  more  employees 
or   associations    of   employees;    or   when    the    case    in- 
volves   any    conflicting    or    competing    interests    in    a 
"labor   dispute"    (as   hereinafter   defined)    of  "persons 
participating    or    interested"    therein     (as    hereinafter 
defined),    (b)   A  person  or  association  shall  be  held  to 
be  a  person  participating  or  interested  in  a  labor  dis- 
pute if  relief  is  sought  against  him  or  it,  and  if  he  or 
it  is  engaged  in  the  same  industry,  trade,  craft  or  oc- 
cupation in  which  such  dispute  occurs,  or  has  a  direct 
or  indirect  interest  therein,  or  is  a  member,  officer  or 


agent  of  any  association  composed  in  whole  or  in  part 
of  employers  or  employees  engaged  in  such  industry, 
trade,  craft  or  occupation,     (c)    The  term  "labor  dis- 
pute," when  used  in  the  sections  hereinbefore  referred 
to,  includes  any  controversy  concerning  terms  or  condi- 
tions of  employment,  or  concerning  the  association  or 
representation  of  persons  in  negotiating,  fixing,  main- 
taining, changing,  or  seeking  to  arrange,  terms  or  con- 
ditions of  employment.    SECTION  2.     Section  one  of 
chapter    two    hundred    and    fourteen    of    the    General 
Laws,   as   appeai-ing   in   the    Tercentenary    Edition,   is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing:— ,   except  that   the   superior   court   shall   have 
exclusive  original  jurisdiction  of  all  suits  in  which  in- 
junctive  relief  is   sought   in   any  matter  involving   or 
growing  out  of  a  labor  dispute  as  defined   in  section 
twenty  C   of  chapter  one  hundred  and  forty-nine, — so 
as     to     read     as     follows: — Section     1.     The     supreme 
judicial   and   superior   courts  shall  have   original   and 
concurrent  jurisdiction  in  equity  of  all  cases  and  mat- 
ters of  equity  cognizable  under  the  general  principles 
of   equity   jurisprudence   and,   with   reference   thereto, 
shall  be   courts   of  general   equity  jurisdiction,   except 
that  the  superior  court  shall   have   exclusive   original 
jurisdiction   of  all   suits   in  which  injunctive   relief  is 
sought  in  any  matter  involving  or  growing  out  of  a 
labor  dispute  as  defined  in  section  twenty  C  of  chapter 
one    hundred    and    forty-nine.     SECTION    3,     Section 
nine   of   said   chapter   two    hundred    and    fourteen,    as 
amended  by  chapter  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  of 
the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  is  hereby 
further   amended   by   striking   out   all   after  the  word 
"notice"  in  the  eighth  line  down  to  and  including  the 
word  "order"  in  the  twelfth  line, — by  striking  out  in 
the  thirteenth  line  the  word   "any"  and  Inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  words: — such  a, — by  inserting  after 
the   word   "granted'*'    in   the    same    line   the    words: — 
without  notice, — and  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the 
words: — or    to    labor    disputes    as    defined    in    section 
twenty  C  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  forty-nine, — so 
as  to  read  as  follows: — Section  9.    No  preliminary  in- 
junction shall  be  granted  without  notice  to  the  opposite 
party.      No     temporary     restraining     order     shall     be 
granted  without  notice  to  the  opposite  party,  unless  it 
shall  clearly  appear  from  specific  facts,  shown  by  affi- 
davit or  by  the  verified  bill,  that  immediate  and  irre- 
parable  loss    or   damage   will   result   to   the   applicant 
before  the  matter  can  be  heard  on  notice.    If  in  such 
a  case  a  temporary  restraining  order  is  granted  with- 
out notice,  notice  of  the  application  for  a  preliminary 
injunction  shall  be  made  returnable  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible time,  and  in  no  event  later  than  ten  days  from 
the  date  of  the  order,  and  shall  take  precedence  of  all 
matters   except  older  matters  of  the   same  character. 
When  the  matter  comes  up  for  hearing,  the  party  who 
obtained    the   temporary    restraining    order    shall    pro- 
ceed with  his  application  for  a  preliminary  injunction, 
and  if  he  does   not  do   so  the   court   shall   dissolve  the 
temporary  restraining   order.    Upon   two   days'  notice 
to    the    party    obtaining    such    temporary    restraining 
order,   the   opposite   party  may   appear   and   move   the 
dissolution   or  modification   of  the   order,  and   in  that 
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event   the   court   or   judge   shall   proceed   to   hear   and 
determine  the  motion  as  expeditiously  as  the  ends  of 
justice    may    require.     Every    temporary    restraining 
order  shall  be  filed  or  noted  forthwith  in  the  clerk's 
office.    This  section  shall  not  apply  to  proceedings  in 
the  probate  courts  or  to  labor  disputes  as  defined  in 
section  twenty  C   of  chapter  one  hundred  and   forty- 
nine.     SECTION    4.     Said    chapter    two    hundred    and 
fourteen  is  hereby  further  amended  by  inserting  after 
said   section  nine   the   following   new   section: — Section 
9A.     (1)    No  court   shall  have  jurisdiction  to  issue   a 
preliminai-y  or  permanent  injunction  in  any  case  in- 
volving or  growing  out  of  a  labor  dispute,  as  defined 
in  section  twenty  C  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine,  except  after  hearing  the  testimony  of  witnesses 
in    open   court    (with    opportunity   for    cross-examina- 
tion)   in    support    of    the    allegations    of    a    complaint 
made  under  oath,  and  testimony  in  opposition  thereto, 
if   offered,   and   except   after   findings   of   fact   by   the 
court,  to  the  effect — (a)  That  unlawful  acts  have  been 
threatened  and  will  be  committed  unless  restrained  or 
have  been  committed  and  will  be  continued  unless  re- 
strained, but  no  injunction  or  temporary  restraining 
order  shall  be  issued  on  account  of  any  threat  or  un- 
lawful  act   excepting   against   the   person   or   persons, 
association  or  organization  making  the  threat  or  com- 
mitting  the   unlawful    act   or   actually   authorizing    or 
ratifying  the  same  after  actual  knowledge  thereof;   (b) 
That   substantial   and   irreparable   injury   to  the   com- 
plainant's property  will  follow;    (c)    That  as  to  each 
item  of  relief  granted  greater  injury  will  be  inflicted 
upon  the  complainant  by  the  denial  of  relief  than  will 
be   inflicted   upon   the   defendants   by   the   granting   of 
relief;   (d)  That  the  complainant  has  no  adequate  rem- 
edy at  law;  and    (e)    That  the  public  officers  charged 
with  the   duty  to   protect   the   complainant's    property 
are  unable  or  unwilling  to  furnish. adequate  protection. 
(2)   Such  hearing  shall  be  held  after  due  and  personal 
notice  thereof  has  been  given,  in  such  manner  as  the 
court  shall  direct,  to  all  known  persons  against  whom 
relief  is  sought,  and  also  to  the  chief  of  those  public 
officials  of  the  city  or  town  within  which  the  unlawful 
acts  have  been  threatened  or  committed  charged  with 
the  duty  to  protect  the  complainant's  property;    pro- 
vided, however,  that  if  a  complainant  shall  also  allege 
that,   unless   a   temporary   restraining   order    shall    be 
issued   without   notice,    a    substantial    and    irreparable 
injury  to  the  complainant's  property  will  be  unavoid- 
able,   such    a    temporary    restraining    order    may    be 
issued   upon   testimony   under   oath,    sufficient,    if   sus- 
tained, to  justify  the  court  in  issuing  a  preliminary 
injunction  upon  a  hearing  after  notice,   and  a   state- 
ment of  the  grounds  justifying  the  issuance  of  such 
order  shall  be  made  a  matter  of  record  by  the  court. 
Such  a  temporary  restraining  order  shall  be  effective 
for  no  longer  than  five  days  and  shall  become  void  at 
the  expiration  of  said  five  days  and  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  renewal.    No  temporary  restraining   order   or 
preliminary  injunction  shall  be  issued  except  on  con- 
dition that  the  complainant  shall  first  file  an  under- 
taking  with   adequate    security    in    an    amount    to    be 
fixed  by  the  court  sufficient  in  its  opinion  to  recom- 


pense those  enjoined  for  any  loss,  expense  or  damage 
caused   by  the   improvident   or   erroneous   issuance   of 
such  order  or  injunction,  including  all  reasonable  costs 
(together  with   a  reasonable   attorney's   fee)    and   ex- 
pense   of    defense    against    the    order    or    against    the 
granting  of  any  injunctive  relief  sought  in  the  same 
proceeding  and  subsequently  denied  by  the  court.   (3) 
The  undertaking  herein  mentioned  shall  be  understood 
to  signify  an  agreement  entered  into  by  the  complain- 
ant and  the  surety  upon  which  a  decree  may  be  ren- 
dered in  the  same  suit  or  proceeding  against  said  com- 
plainant and  surety,  upon  a  hearing  to  assess  damages 
of   which    hearing   the   complainant    and    surety    shall 
have    reasonable    notice,    the    said    complainant    and 
surety  submitting  themselves  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  for  that  purpose.    But  nothing  herein  contained 
shall   deprive   any  party  having  a   claim  or  cause   of 
action  under  or  upon  such  undertaking  from  electing 
to   pursue   his   ordinary  remedy  by  action   at  law   or 
suit   in   equity.     (4)    No   restraining   order  or   injunc- 
tive  relief  shall  be  granted  to  any  complainant  who 
has  failed  to  comply  with  any  obligation  imposed  by 
law  which  is  involved  in  the  labor  dispute  in  question, 
or  who  has  failed  to  make  every  reasonable  effort  to 
settle   such  dispute  either  by  negotiation  or  with  the 
aid  of  any  available  governmental  machinery  of  medi- 
ation   or    voluntary    arbitration.     (5)    No    restraining 
order,  other  than  a  temporary  restraining  order  issued 
without  notice  as   provided   in   subdivision    (2)    of  this 
section,   and   no   preliminary  or   permanent  injunction 
shall  be  granted  in  a  case  involving  or  growing  out  of 
a  labor  dispute,  except  on  the  basis  of  findings  of  fact 
made  and  filed  by  the  court  in  the  record  of  the  case 
prior  to  the  issuance  of  such  restraining  order  or  in- 
junction;   and    every    restraining   order   or   injunction 
granted  in  a  case  involving  or  growing  out  of  a  labor 
dispute  shall  include  only  a  prohibition  of  such  specific 
act  or  acts  as  may  be  expressly  complained  of  in  the 
bill  of  complaint  or  petition  filed  in  such  case  and  as 
shall    be    expi-essly    included    in     said     statement    of 
grounds  or  findings  of  fact  made  and  filed  by  the  court 
as  provided  herein.    (6)  Whenever  the  court  shall  issue 
or  deny  a  preliminary  injunction  in  a  case  involving 
or  growing  out  of  a  labor  dispute,  the  court,  upon  the 
request  of  any  party  to  the  proceeding,  shall  forthwith 
report  any  questions  of  law  involved  in  such  issue  or 
denial  to  the  supreme  judicial  court  and  stay  further 
proceedings    except    those    necessary    to    preserve    the 
rights  of  the  parties.    Upon  the  filing  of  such  report, 
the  questions  reported   shall  be  heard  in  a  summary 
manner  by  a  justice  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  who 
shall  with  the  greatest  possible  expedition  affirm,  re- 
verse or  modify  the  order  of  the  superior  court.    The 
decision  of  such  justice  of  the  supreme  judicial  court 
upon  the  questions  so  raised  shall  be  final,  but  without 
prejudice  to  the  raising  of  the  same  questions  before 
the  full  court  upon  exceptions,  appeal  or  report  after 
a  final  decree  in  the  case.    SECTION  5.    Chapter  two 
hundred   and   twenty  of  the   General   Laws   is  hereby 
amended  by  inserting  after  section  thirteen,  as  appear- 
ing in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  the  two  following  new 
sections: — Section  13A.    Any  person  who  shall  wilfully 
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disobey  any  lawful  writ,  process,  order,  decree  or  com- 
mand of  the  court  in  any  suit  in  which  injunctive  relief 
is  sought  in  any  matter  involving  or  growing  out  of  a 
labor  dispute,  as  defined  in  section  twenty  C  of  chapter 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine,  by  doing  any  act  or  thing 
in  or  by  such  writ,  process,  order,  decree  or  command 
forbidden  to  be  done  by  him,  if  the  act  or  thing  so 
done  by  him  is  of  such  character  as  to  constitute  also 
a  criminal  offence  under  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial  for 
his  said  contempt  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  county 
wherein  it  shall  have  been  committed;  provided,  that 
this  right  shall  not  apply  to  contempts  committed  in 
the  presence  of  the  court  or  so  near  thereto  as  to  in- 
terfere directly  with  the  administration  of  justice  or 
apply  to  the  misbehavior,  misconduct  or  disobedience 
of  any  officer  of  the  court  in  respect  to  the  writs, 
orders  or  process  of  the  court.  Section  13B.  The  de- 
fendant in  any  proceeding  for  contempt  of  court  in 
such  a  case  may  file  with  the  court  a  demand  for  the 
retirement  of  the  justice  sitting  in  such  case,  if  the 
contempt  arises  from  an  attack  upon  the  character  or 


conduct  of  such  justice  and  the  attack  occurred  else- 
where than  in  the  presence  of  the  court  or  so  near 
thereto  as  to  interfere  directly  with  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.  Upon  the  filing  of  any  such  demand, 
prior  to  the  hearing  in  the  contempt  proceeding,  the 
justice  shall  thereupon  proceed  no  further,  but  an- 
other justice  shall  be  assigned  by  the  chief  justice  of 
the  court.  SECTION  6.  If  any  provision  of  this  act 
or  the  application  thereof  to  any  person  or  circum- 
stance is  held  unconstitutional  or  otherwise  invalid,  the 
remaining  provisions  of  the  act  and  the  application  of 
such  provisions  to  other  persons  or  circumstances  shall 
not  be  affected  thereby. 

House  of  Representatives,  July  9,   1935. 

Passed  to  be  enacted,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  July  10,  1935. 

Passed  to  be   enacted,   James   G.   Moran,   President. 
July  12,  1935. 

Approved,   James    M.    Curley,    Governor. 
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TUESDAY,  AUGUST  6,   1935 
SECOND  DAY  — MORNING  SESSION 


.  The  Morning  Session  of  the  50th  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Federation,  A.  F.  of  L.  was  called  to 
order  by  President  John  Gatelee  at  10.20  o'clock  in 
the  Springfield  Auditorium,  Springfield,  Mass. 

He  called  upon  Secretary  Watt  who  read  the  follow- 
ing telegram  from  the  American  Federation  of  Musi- 
cians: 

ROBERT   J.   WATT,   SECRETARY 

MASSACHUSETTS    STATE    FEDERATION    OF 

LABOR 
RIDGEWAY   HOTEL, 
SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. 

DEAR  SIR  AND  BROTHER: 

THE  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  MUSICIANS 
OFFERS  ITS  FELICITATIONS  TO  THE  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR  ON 
ITS  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY.  IN  ALL  EFFORTS 
OF  THE  GREAT  LABOR  MOVEMENT  TO  IM- 
PROVE THE  ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
WORKERS  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FED- 
ERATION OF  LABOR  HAS  FOREVER  PLAYED  A 
CONSPICUOUS  PART.  IT  IS  THE  WISH  OF  ALL 
OF  OUR  ENTIRE  MEMBERSHIP  THAT  IT  MAY 
CONTINUE  TO  BE  SUCCESSFUL  IN  ITS  EFFORTS 
WHICH  ARE  AND  ALWAYS  HAVE  PROVEN  OF 
INESTIMABLE  VALUE  TO  THE  LABOR  MOVE- 
MENT IN  GENERAL  AND  TO  THE  MEMBERSHIP 
OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION 
OF  LABOR  IN  PARTICULAR. 

FRATERNALLY  YOURS, 

JOE   N.  WEBER,   PRESIDENT, 
AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  MUSICIANS. 


Mr.  John  F.  Gatelee,  President 

Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor 
Room  404,  Lawyers  Building 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

On  Monday,  August  5,  I  have  a  conference  in  Wash- 
ington with  the  ship  owners  of  the  Pacific  Coast  and 
the    International    Longshoremen's   Association. 

On  Tuesday,  the  6th,  I  have  a  similar  conference 
with  the  Masters,  Mates  and  Pilots  and  the  Marine 
Engineers  Associations  and  the  ship  owners  of  the 
Pacific  Coast. 

On  Wednesday,  the  7th,  I  must  be  in  Cleveland 
to  confer  with  the  milk  wagon  drivers  and  their  em- 
ployers, hoping  to  prevent  a  city-wide  strike,  and  I 
have  also  promised  to  look  into  the  strike  of  the  bak- 
ery wagon  drivers  on  the  same  date. 


It  is,  therefore,  questionable  whether  or  not  I  can 
get  to  the  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  before  its  adjournment. 

In  case  I  am  unable  to  be  with  the  leaders  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the  Bay  State,  and 
many  of  my  associates  in  days  gone  by,  I  want  you 
t,o  know  that  in  scanning  the  record  of  accomplish- 
ments by  labor  in  the  forty-eight  states,  Massachu- 
setts stands  out  preeminently  for  its  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  working  men  and  women  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 

I  congratulate  the  present  officers  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Federation  of  Labor  on  the  splendid  con- 
tribution they  have  made,  and  their  tireless  and  con- 
tinuous work.  They  have  truly  been — "The  Watch- 
men on  the  Tower." 

With  every  good  wish  to  you  and  all  the  delegates, 
I  remain, 

Sincerely, 

EDWARD   F.    McGRADY, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Robert  J.  Watt,  Secretary 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor 
11  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Watt: 

I  assure  you  that  I  am  most  grateful  for  your  in- 
vitation to  be  present  at  the  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Federation  of  Labor  to  be  held  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts  the  week  of  August  5th. 
I  had  hoped  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress  so  that 
I  could  personally  attend  your  Convention  but  it  now 
appears  Congress  will  be  in  session  until  late  in 
August. 

The  leaders  of  organized  labor  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated for  the  progress  made  in  the  present  session  of 
Congress  on  matters  of  labor  legislation.  Under  the 
leadership  of  William  H.  Green,  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  his  associates, 
much  constructive  legislation  in  behalf  of  the  workers 
was  enacted  into  law.  These  are  important  times  for 
labor  and  capital.  I  am  indeed  pleased  to  learn  that 
labor  and  capital  in  many  instances  have  reached 
a  common  understanding. 

Please   extend   my   greetings   to    the    Delegates    as- 
sembled.   I  trust  I  may  have  an  opportunity  to  meet 
with  the  Delegates  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  on  some  other  occasion. 
Very  truly  yours, 

MARCUS  A.  COOLIDGE. 
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ROBERT  J.  WATT,   SECRETARY 

MASS.  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 
F.  OF  L.  CONVENTION,  SPRINGFIELD 

REGRET  THAT  MY  PUBLIC  DUTIES  HERE  IN 
WASHINGTON  PREVENT  MY  BEING  ABLE  TO 
JOIN  WITH  YOU  AND  YOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN 
CELEBRATING  ITS  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY. 
BE  ASSURED  OF  MY  HEARTIEST  CONGRATULA- 
TIONS AND  BEST  WISHES  FOR  A  CONTINUA- 
TION OF  THE  PROGRESS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR  HAS  MADE  IN 
BEHALF  OF  THE  LEGAL  ECONOMIC  RIGHTS  OF 
THE  WORKERS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

DAVID  I.  WALSH, 

UNITED  STATES  SENATOR. 


President  Gatelee  at  this  time  introduced  MR. 
LEON  ARKIN,  New  England  Manager  of  the  Jew- 
ish Daily  Forward  who  was  here  today  representing 
the  Jewish  Labor  Committee  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man. 

Mr.  Arkin  greeted  the  delegates  to  the  50th  anni- 
versary convention  and  in  speaking  with  reference 
to  the  organization  he  was  representing  stated  the 
convention  was  meeting  at  a  time  when  the  entire 
civilized  world  was  amazed  at  the  horrible  Nazi  atroci- 
ties in  Germany  perpetrated  against  the  Jews,  the 
Catholics,  the  Protestants,  Labor  and  other  progres- 
sive groups;  stated  the  newspapers  bring  us  daily  re- 
ports of  the  horrors  carried  on  by  the  Hitler  Regime 
against  innocent  men,  women  and  children,  not  be- 
cause they  are  guilty  of  any  crime,  but  because  of 
the  sole  reason  tha.t  their  religious  beliefs  differ  from 
those  described  by  the  officials  of  Germany.  He  lik- 
ened the  delegates  to  a  veritable  melting  pot,  stating 
every  nationality  was  here  represented  in  the  field  of 
labor,  and  felt  fully  convinced,  however,  that  the 
minds  of  the  assembled  delegates  were  united  on  this 
major  problem,  namely  "how  can  we  best  combat  the 
Fascist  movement  not  only  in  this  country  but  in 
Europe  as  well,"  a  problem  he  stated  which  was  ours 
as  well  as  theirs  and  he  stated  if  Fascism  gains  a 
fur'ther  hold  in  Germany  or  any  other  European 
country  we  could  not  tell  how  soon  the  same  menace 
would  confront  us  here,  and  the  sooner  that  menace 
disappeared  the  quicker  he  felt  the  world  would  be 
rid  of  its  greatest  enemy. 

He  mentioned  the  downfall  of  the  labor  movements 
in  the  Fascist  countries  as  Germany,  Italy,  Austria, 
whicli  governments  he  compared  and  likened  to  the 
rule  of  Nicholas  II  of  Russia  who  used  at  that  time 
the  same  tactics  now  employed  in  these  mentioned 
countries  and  went  into  detail  as  to  the  atrocities 
committed  there  in  the  overthrow  of  the  labor  parties 
and  labor  governments.  He  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  delegates  the  action  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  at  its  last  convention  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  one  held  previous  to  that  in  Washington  where 


the  horrible  stories  of  the  crimes  committed  and  that 
at  the  San  Francisco  convention  a  resolution  was 
adopted  to  combat  Fascism  to  its  very  roots  and  to 
appeal  to  the  American  people  to  fight  Hitlerism 
through  the  boycott  of  German  made  goods  and  by 
organizing  a  Labor  Chest  for  the  Liberation  of  the 
Workers  in  Europe.  He  stated  President  Green  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  was  the  chairman  of 
this  committee  and  eight  international  vice  presidents 
are  its  vice  chairmen.  He  stated  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
strongly  urged  the  boycott  of  German  made  goods  to 
force  Hitler  by  economic  pressure  to  stop  his  horrible 
destruction.  He  stated  many  such  committees  had 
been  organized  to  assist  President  Green  and  his  com- 
mittee on  the  Labor  Chest;  stated  he  was  selected 
Chairman  of  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee,  a  group 
representing  the  Jewish  Labor  Organizations;  men- 
tioned one  of  the  outstanding  German  labor  leaders 
who  had  been  sent  to  one  of  the  concentration  camps 
but  who  was  fortunate  enough  to  have  gained  his  free- 
dom and  recently  in  speaking  at  a  meeting  in  Boston 
he  told  of  the  terrible  struggle  the  German  workers 
were  going  through  in  an  effort  to  bring  back  their 
organization  and  the  German  labor  movement;  he 
stated  those  brothers  and  sisters  of  ours  were  waging 
that  terrific  battle  and  it  was  our  duty  as  trade  union- 
ists to  help  them  in  every  possible  way,  that  they 
were  looking  for  financial  assistance  only.  He  felt  we 
could  not  close  our  eyes  to  such  an  appeal.  He  ad- 
vised the  delegates  he  was  a  member  of  organized 
labor,  carrying  a  card  in  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  He  told  of  the  work  being  carried  on  by  the 
Jewish  workers  in  behalf  of  this  great  movement  to 
help  our  brothers  and  sisters  across  the  water;  stated 
that  every  central  body  in  every  city  should  see  to  it 
that  Labor  Chest  committees  are  organized  for  this 
purpose  in  behalf  of  the  workers  in  Europe;  stated 
Boston  has  one  already  and  he  hoped  every  other  city 
would  follow  that  example.  He  stated  the  labor  move- 
ment was  the  only  movement  to  whom  these  workers 
could  appeal  and  he  appealed  to  the  Mass.  State 
Federation  of  Labor  to  do  its  utmost  in  this  great 
cause.  He  thanked  the  officers  and  delegates  for  the 
opportunity  given  him  to  speak  and  wished  the  con- 
vention much  success. 

BROTHER  MICHAEL  J.  FLYNN,  Newswriters,  re- 
quested the  floor  at  this  time  stating  he  understood 
there  was  to  be  a  huge  protest  meeting  held  in  Boston 
on  Wednesday  evening,  August  7,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee  and  the  American 
Jewish  Congress  where  plans  would  be  discussed  to 
help  liberate  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Europe  and 
he   offered   the   following: 

MOTION,  seconded  by  Brother  Velleman,  Stenog- 
raphers 14965,  that  the  chair  be  authorized  to  desig- 
nate somebody  to  represent  this  convention  at  that 
meeting  tomorrow  night  and  to  express  to  them  our 
sympathy   and   our   wholesome   support. 

On  the  question  BROTHER  JOHN  CARROLL, 
Cement  Finishers  534  felt  the  Resolution  Committee 
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should  be  instructed  to  draw  up  a  resolution  regard- 
ing this  matter;  BROTHER  McCLAREN,  Stone 
Masons  Local  9,  felt  a  copy  of  a  resolution  should  be 
given  to  the  delegate  designated  to  attend  the  said 
conference. 

Secretary  Watt  stated  he  had  before  him  a  resolu- 
tion on  this  subject. 

BROTHER  HERMAN  KOSTER,  Firemen's  Local 
3,  felt  the  resolution  should  be  refeiTed  to  the  spon- 
sors of  the  same  to  further  amend  it  upon  the  request 
of  the  last  speaker  of  providing  for  Labor  Chests. 

The  Motion  was  at  this  time  put  to  a  vote  and 
carried  by  the  body. 

Secretary  Watt  was  requested  to  read  the  said 
resolution  which  dealt  with  the  Nazi  atrocities  and 
urged  a  further  boycott  on  German  made  goods. 

President  Gatelee  stated  at  this  time  that  unless 
rules  were  suspended  all  resolutions  had  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

MOTION,  by  BROTHER  VELLEMAN,  Stenogra- 
phers 14965,  that  we  suspend  the  Rules  of  Order 
and  bring  this  resolution  before  the  body  for  imme- 
diate action.    Motion  put  to  a  vote  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  31 

"BOYCOTT  GERMAN  GOODS" 

WHEREAS:  The  American  Labor  Movement  has 
opposed  religious,  political  and  industrial  persecution, 
irrespective  as  to  which  country  it  is  practised,  and 

WHEREAS:  The  Nazi  Government  has  unceasingly 
oppressed  and  persecuted  minority  religious  groups 
and  the  German  Trade  Union  Movement,  and 

WHEREAS:  The  A.  F.  of  L.  as  a  protest  against 
such  policies  has  asked  organized  labor  and  all  lovers 
of  justice  and  liberty  to  refrain  from  purchasing  Ger- 
man made  goods  until  such  time  as  the  German  gov- 
ernment will  again  guarantee  political,  industrial  and 
religious  freedom,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  That  we  reaffirm  our  stand  by  de- 
manding that  all  members  of  organized  labor  in  Mass. 
carry  on  this  economic  boycott  against  German  made 
goods  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  That  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 
request  its  affiliated  Central  Bodies  and  Local  Unions 
to  appoint  committees  to  visit  the  merchants  and  stores 
in  their  vicinities  and  request  them  to  refrain  from 
handling  German  made  goods  until  religious,  political 
and  industrial  rights  have  been  re-established. 


Submitted  by 

AARON  VELLEMAN 
JOSEPH  JACOBS 
HERMAN  KOSTER 
GARRETT  CONNOLLY 
MARTIN  J.  CASEY 
ABRAHAM  PEARLSTEIN 
H.  R.  RUNEL 
M.  J.  FLYNN 
JOHN  J.  KEARNEY 
N.  SIDD 

JOSEPH  A.  SALERUD 
A.  L.  RAMSAY 
MICHAEL  FLAHERTY 
OTTO   BUCHWALD 
ADOLPH  MARTINI,  A.  C.  W.  of  A. 
HERBERT  R.  HOFFER, 
A.  C.  W.  of  A. 

MOTION  by  BROTHER  VELLEMAN,  Stenogra- 
phers 14965,  that  the  Resolution  as  read  be  adopted. 
Upon  being  put  to  a  vote  the  Motion  was  carried. 

MOTION  by  HERMAN  KOSTER,  Firemen  Local  3, 
that  copy  of  said  resolution  be  given  to  the  duly  ap- 
pointed delegate  who  will  attend  the  meeting  in  Bos- 
ton.   Motion  put  to  a  vote  and  carried. 

President  Gatelee  designated  at  this  time  Brother 
John  J.  Kearney  of  the  Hotel  &  Restaurant  Em- 
ployes 34,  to  represent  the  50th  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Federation,  A.  F.  of  L.  at  the  protest 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Statler,  Boston,  on 
Wednesday,  August  7th. 

Delegate  Nathan  Sidd  announced  at  this  time  the 
drawing  to  be  held  for  the  Union  Label  articles  in  the 
lobby  and  stated  a  committee  would  pass  to  the  dele- 
gates and  guests  tickets  for  the  same;  he  further 
stated  the  articles  to  be  given  away  amounted  to 
about  $100  and  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing to  the  attention  of  the  delegates  the  necessity  of 
purchasing  and  patronizing  union  label  goods. 

A  telegram  was  read  advising  that  His  Excellency, 
Governor  James  M.  Curley,  intended  being  present 
at  the  session  on  Wednesday  afternoon  to  address  the 
convention. 

Vice  President  John  Carroll  took  the  chair.  He  in- 
troduced at  this  time  BROTHER  FREEMAN  SALTUS, 
Editor  of  one  of  the  oldest  labor  papers  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  the  Worcester  Labor  News. 

Brother  Saltus  greeted  the  convention  and  stated 
he  was  pleased  to  attend  this  one,  and  that  he  had 
attended  them  for  the  past  35  years.  He  spoke  of  the 
splendid  work  done  by  the   State  Branch;  mentioned 
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the  intensive  organizing  campaigns  put  on  the  past 
months  and  spoke  of  the  great  accomplishments  along 
this  line,  especially  in  the  textile  industry,  where 
locals  had  been  formed  in  cities  and  towns  where  they 
had  never  had  unions  before,  and  that  some  of  those 
towns  were  100%  organized  in  this  industry.  He 
stated  the  campaign  had  resulted  in  an  increase  of 
25,000  in  membership  and  he  hoped  this  good  work 
would  continue.  He  spoke  of  the  young  organizations, 
of  the  new  blood  coming  into  the  movement,  stating 
they  were  anxious  to  learn  what  was  going  on,  what 
it  was  all  about  and  hoped  the  labor  movement  would 
cooperate  in  the  future  as  they  had  in  the  past.  He 
felt  by  cooperation  in  the  labor  movement  a  great 
many  things  could  be  accomplished  to  the  welfare  of 
the  workers,  as  had  been  manifested  in  the  past  year. 
He  wished  the  convention  to  be  a  successful  one  and 
thanked  the  delegates  for  the  opportunity  of  address- 
ing them. 

Vice  President  Carroll  expressed  the  thanks  of  the 
delegates  to  Brother  Saltus  for  his  remarks. 

Further  resolutions  were  read  by  Secretary  Watt 
and  referred  to  the  Resolutions  Committee.  Also  a 
Resolution  on  the  reapportionment  of  district  dues  in 
District  2  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constitution. 

BROTHER  NATHAN  SIDD,  representing  at  this 
time  his  International  Organization,  was  called  upon 
by  Vice  President  Carroll.  He  stated  he  had  been 
designated  to  address  a  few  remarks  to  the  delegates 
in  behalf  of  his  International  Organization,  wished 
the  convention  much  success  and  hoped  the  coming 
year  would  prove  just  as  successful  as  the  past  year. 

Announcement  that  buses  for  the  clam  bake  would 
leave  outside  at  1  o'clock  was  made  at  this  time. 

Brother  John  J.  Kearney  of  Hotel  &  Restaurant 
Employees  announced  a  meeting  of  members  of  his  In- 
ternational Organization  at  the  Hotel  Bridgeway  for 
this  evening. 

BROTHER  EDWARD  FLORE,  General  President 
of  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  and  Beverage 
Dispensers,  was  at  this  time  introduced  by  Vice  Presi- 
dent Carroll  who  addressed  the  delegates,  welcoming 
them  at  this  50th  jubilee  convention;  he  stated  he  was 
pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  of  being  here; 
thanked  the  officers  and  the  State  Federation  for  their 
efforts  in  behalf  of  his  organization.  Stated  he  was 
International  President  of  his  organization  for  the 
past  24  years,  that  the  International  was  born  in  the 
City  of  Boston  at  Faneuil  Hall  24  years  ago,  and 
that  they  had  made  wonderful  strides  during  that 
period,  but  that  during  the  prohibition  period  they  had 
been  very  hard  hit  and  since  the  repeal  of  prohibition, 
however,  they  had  made  many  gains  until  today  they 
numbered  more  than  70,000  members  in  their  Inter- 
national organization.  He  stated  they  were  making 
progress  and  hope  to  continue  to  do;  he  requested  the 
support  of  the  organized  labor  movement  in  the  State 


of  Massachusetts  in  this  respect,  to  see  that  union 
men  and  women  were  employed  where  they  patron- 
ized hotels,  restaurants,  etc.,  and  by  so  doing  they 
would  help  not  only  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant  em- 
ployees but  themselves.  He  mentioned  that  with  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
doing  away  with  the  N.  R.  A.  many  hotels  and  em- 
ployers had  immediately  taken  advantage  and  in- 
creased the  hours  of  labor  and  stretched  them  to  12 
and  as  high  as  14  a  day,  that  they  do  not  regard  the 
6  day  week  in  many  places  and  that  wages  had  been 
reduced  to  starvation  pay  and  that  the  only  way  those 
things  can  be  eliminated  is  through  the  help  and  co- 
operation of  the  workers  affiliated  with  this  group 
represented   here   today. 

He  felt  we  could  not  expect  very  much  nationally 
from  the  legislation  so  far  as  his  particular  industry 
is  concerned  and  he  stated  that  industry  was  intra- 
state and  therefore  they  must  depend  on  the  legisla- 
tion enacted  in  the  individual  states  and  he  appealed 
to  the  State  Federation  and  the  delegates  to  work  to- 
ward this  end,  to  regulate  the  hours  of  employment  for 
hotel,  restaurant  and  beverage  workers  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  possibly  create  a  minimum  wage  for  the 
industry.  He  felt  this  could  be  accomplished  and  if 
done  would  prove  helpful  to  both  organized  and  un- 
organized workers  engaged  in  his  line  of  work.  He 
stated  they  deeply  appreciate  the  assistance  rendered 
their  organization  and  extended  the  fraternal  greet- 
«  ings  of  his  organization  to  the  State  Federation,  asked 
their  support  and  hoped  they  would  continue  as  they 
had  done  in  the  past  and  felt  if  that  w'ere  done  the 
next  convention  would  find  a  considerably  larger  num- 
ber of  delegates  than  ever  before. 

Vice  President  Carroll  thanked  International  Presi- 
dent Flore  for  his  address,  stating  the  contribution 
made  by  that  organization  in  the  work  at  the  State 
House  and  otherwise  was  very  valuable. 

Chairman  Short  of  the  Credentials  Committee  at 
this  time  continued  with  a  further  report,  naming 
delegates  who  had  arrived  this  morning  and  recom- 
mended the  seating  of  said  delegates. 

Upon  Motion  made,  seconded  and  carried,  the  dele- 
gates were  seated  at  this  convention. 

At  this  time  Chairman  E.  A.  Johnson  of  the  Reso- 
lutions Committee  gave  a  partial  report  on  the  reso- 
lutions. 


RESOLUTION  4 

"RETAIL  CIGAR  CLERKS" 

WHEREAS:  the  Cigar  Clerks  employed  in  the  A. 
Schulte  Cigar  Stores  have  organized  under  a  Charter 
issued  by  The  Retail  Clerks'  Inte^->ational  Protective 
Association,  affiliated  with  The  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  and 
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WHEREAS:  the  A,  Schulte  Cigar  Stores  Company 
have  signed  an  Agreement  with  Retail  Cigar  Clerks 
Union  No.  874  in  which  the  right  of  the  Employes  to 
Organize  is  recognized,  regulation  of  Working  Time, 
Vacations,  with  pay  provided  for,  and  an  increase  in 
Wages  to  All  Employees,  which  amounts  to  more  than 
A  Quarter  Million  Dollars,  and 

WHEREAS:  one  or  more  of  the  A.  Schulte  Cigar 
Stores  are  located  in  the  following  cities  in  Massa- 
chusetts: Boston,  Brockton,  Cambridge,  Fall  River, 
Fitchburg,  Framingham,  Greenfield,  Haverhill,  Hol- 
yoke,  Lawrence,  Lowell,  Lynn,  New  Bedford,  North- 
ampton, Pittsfield,  Quincy,  Salem,  Springfield,  Taun- 
ton and  Worcester,  and 

WHEREAS:  for  the  present  and  until  such  time  as 
we  are  successful  in  establishing  local  unions  in  all 
or  some  of  the  cities  mentioned,  these  men  employed 
in  the  A.  Schulte  Stores  are  members  of  Retail  Cigar 
Clerks  Union  No.  874  of  Boston,  and 

WHEREAS:  we  believe  the  Organization  of  All 
Cigar  Clerks  can  be  more  speedily  brought  about 
through  the  Consistent  Patronage  of  Organized  Labor 
with  Cigar  Stores  where  the  Cigar  Clerks  are  mem- 
bers of  Organized  Labor,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  by  the  delegates  to  this  convention, 
do  pledge  ourselves  to  patronize  only  Cigar  Stores  who 
employ  members  of  Retail  Cigar  Clerks  Unions,  and 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED :  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent 
to  each  Central  Labor  Union  in  the  cities  mentioned 
therein,  by  the  Secretary  at  his  convenience. 

Presented  by 

JOHN  J.   DONOHUE, 
Retail  Clerks  Union  No.  874. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  and  Brother 
Johnson  MOVED  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report. 

On  the  question  Brother  Donohue  of  the  Retail 
Cigar  Clerks  Local  874  of  Boston  took  the  floor, 
stating  they  had  only  been  organized  a  short  time; 
paid  a  tribute  to  Brother  Austin  P.  Keaveney  of  Bos- 
ton who  he  stated  was  well  known  to  most  of  the  dele- 
gates and  who  had  organized  them;  further  that 
they  had  been  successful  in  obtaining  a  signed  agree- 
ment with  the  A.  Schulte  stores  where  all  clerks  in  all 
New  England  cities  and  towns  were  organized,  where 
many  changes  in  conditions  and  wages  had  been  in- 
stituted. Stated  they  expected  a  new  agreement  would 
be  drawn  up  in  about  2  months,  that  they  wanted  a 
48  hour  week  which  they  did  not  now  enjoy  and  other 
changes,  that  they  had  locals  in  about  20  cities  and 
towns  in  Massachusetts,  and  stated  his  International 
Organization  had  requested  him  to  ask  the  organized 
labor  movement  of  this  state  through  its  local  unions 
and  central  bodies  to  assist  them  in  the  formation  of 


local  unions  in  each  of  the  cities  where  they  reside 
and  further  asked  the  assistance  of  labor  in  patroniz- 
ing the  Schulte  Cigar  Stores  where  their  members  are 
employed. 

Resolution  4  Approved  and  Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  5 

"SCHENLEY  PRODUCTS  CORP." 

WHEREAS:  the  Schenley  Products  Corporation 
have  their  cooperage  manufactured  by  the  Chess  & 
Wymond  Cooperage  Company,  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
and 

WHEREAS :  the  Chess  &  Wymond  Cooperage  Com- 
pany of  Louisville  is  unfair  to  the  Coopers'  Interna- 
tional Union,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Fiftieth  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  request  the  Schenley  Products  Corpora- 
tion to  have  their  cooperage  made  by  a  Union  cooper- 
age manufacturer,  and  be  is  further 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  in- 
structed to  convey  the  action  of  this  Convention  to 
Mr.  Carey,  New  England  representative  of  the  Schen- 
ley Product  Corporation. 

By 

DELEGATE  JAMES  J.  DOYLE, 

Coopers'  Union  Local  No.  89. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  and  Brother 
Johnson  MOVED  its  adoption. 

Brother  Harry  Grages,  Boston  Central  Labor  Union 
and  Brother  Michael  J.  Flynn,  Newswriters,  spoke 
briefly  on  the  question.  It  was  then  put  to  a  vote 
and   carried  by  the   delegates. 


RESOLUTION  6 

"MODIFICATION  OF  TAXES  ON  WINES" 

WHEREAS:  the  production  of  grapes  and  wine  in 
the  United  States  is  an  important  industry  repre- 
senting an  investment  of  approximately  $500,000,- 
000,  embracing  over  500,000  acres  of  vineyards  and 
1,000  wineries,  providing  a  livelihood  for  in  excess 
of  250,000  persons,  and  providing  employment  for 
labor  in  more  than  thirty  allied  industries  in  all  parts 
of  the  Nation,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Coopers'  trade  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal crafts  allied  with  the  wine  industry  and  de- 
pendent upon  the  wine  industry  for  the  employment 
of  many  of  its  members,  and 
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WHEREAS:  the  development  of  this  industry  after 
fifteen  years  of  compulsory  stagnation  due  to  Pro- 
hibition, depends  upon  the  increased  use  of  wine  as 
an  article  of  food  throughout  the  United  States,,  which 
development  will  greatly  help  Labor,  Agriculture  and 
Industry,  and 

WHEREAS:  increased  sales  of  wine  and  extensive 
development  of  the  grape  and  wine  industries  arei  now 
prevented  by  excessive  taxation,  excessive  licensing 
and  regulatory  restrictions  in  many  States,  which  ob- 
stacles increase  the  cost  of  wine  beyond  the  average 
family  budget  and  prevent  it  from  being  made  con- 
veniently available  for  use  in  the  home,  and 

WHEREAS:  such  excessive  taxes,  licenses  and  reg- 
ulatory restrictions  are  primarily  due  to  the  widely 
prevalent  misunderstanding  of  the  true  function  of 
wine,  which  is  a  regular  part  of  the  diet,  entitled  to  be 
classified  and  treated  as  an  article  of  food,  now  there- 
fore be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Fiftieth  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  urge  the  President  and  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  recognize  wine  as  an  article  of  food 

1  do  all  in  their  power  to  modify  excessive  taxes, 
licenses  and  restrictions,  so  that  wine  may  be  made 
conveniently  available  to  consumers  of  moderate 
means  at  reasonable  prices,  so  that  the  wine  and 
grape  industry  may  be  allowed  to  recover,  and  so  that 
employment  in  all  lines  of  allied  industries  may  be 
increased. 

By 

DELEGATE   JAMES   J.   DOYLE, 

Coopers'  Union  Local  No.  89. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  and  MOTION 
by  Brother  Johnson  to  adopt  the  committee's  report 
was  carried. 


RESOLUTION    7 

"MERGER  OP  CLOTH  HAT,   CAP  AND 
MILLINERY    WORKERS" 

WHEREAS:  the  recent  merger  of  the  United  Hat- 
ters and  the  Cloth  Hat,  Cap  and  Millinery  Workers 
Unions,  resulting  in  the  formation  of  one  union  in 
the  headwear  industry,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  merger  has  changed  the  titles  of 
these  former  unions  to  the  present  title  as — United 
Hatters,  Cap  and  Millinery  Workers  International 
Union,  and 

WHEREAS:  each  of  these  former  unions  have  used 
a  Union  Label  for  many  years  and  will  continue  the 
Union  Label  in  Union-made  headgear,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Union  Label,  Shop  Card,  and  work- 
ing button  guarantee  the  purchaser  value,  good  work- 
manship and  sanitary  conditions,  be  it 


RESOLVED:  when  purchasing  any  hat  or  cap,  we 
ask  for  and  insist  on  getting  the  one  bearing  the 
UNION  LABEL. 

Submitted  by, 

DELEGATE  CHAS.  MORRIS, 

United  Hatters,  Cap  and 
Millinery  Workers  Local  6. 

On  the  question  Brother  Charles  Morris,  Boston, 
spoke  of  the  formation  of  the  State  Branch  50  years 
ago  when  his  organization  was  represented  and  one 
of  the  very  early  discussions  was  the  question  of  the 
union  label,  the  effect  it  had  had  at  the  time  on  em- 
ployers, their  action  in  using  counterfeit  labels,  and 
the  action  taken  against  them  by  organized  labor.  He 
spoke  of  the  necessity  of  patronizing  union  label  prod- 
ucts and  helping  the  members  of  this  international 
organization;  stated  in  the  past  years  the  industry 
had  fallen  considerably  as  the  patronage  for  union 
label  hats  had  become  less;  advised  the  delegates  that 
due  to  the  recent  merger  of  the  3  organizations,  there 
would  be  many  hats  with  the  original  labels  of  these 
organizations  and  that  they  were  bona  fide  labels  but 
that  store  keepers  had  stocked  up  before  the  merger 
took  place  and  he  urged  all  members  of  organized 
labor  to  patronize  union  label  headgear.  He  stated 
that  although  a  good  many  millinery  shops  were  or- 
ganized, they  had  no  label  for  that  particular  class  of 
headgear  as  yet. 

There  being  no  further  discussion  the  Motion  was 
put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by  the  body. 


RESOLUTION  10 

"WORKERS  EDUCATION" 

WHEREAS:  it  has  been  made  clear  during  this  de- 
pression that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  membership 
have  not  shown  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
problems  arising  from  the  depression,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  is  due  to  inadequate  opportunities 
being  given  by  School  Committees  for  the  study  of 
Industrial  History,  Economics,  Government,  etc., 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  create  a  Department  for  Workers  Education, 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  all  C.  L.  U.'s  be  requested  to 
create  Educational  Centres  as  in  the  case  of  Boston, 
Lawi'ence,  etc. 

Submitted  by 

JOHN  McLaren. 

Brother  Johnson  stated  the  committee  submits  the 
following,  that  we  concur  in  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  the  resolution  and  recommend  it  be  referred  to 
the  Local  Central  Labor  Unions  for  adoption. 
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He  MOVED  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  re- 
port which  was  seconded  and  carried  by  the  dele- 
gates. 


RESOLUTION   11 

"POLITICAL  OFFICE" 

WHEREAS:  it  is  imperative  that  the  Labor  Move- 
ment be  a  movement  free  from  political  obligation  to 
any  party,  except  one  of  its  own  making,  and 

WHEREAS:  a  considerable  number  of  men  and 
women  holding  office  in  the  Labor  Movement  are  in 
public  life — holding  elective  and  appointive  positions 
through  their  respective  party  affiliations  of  Federal, 
State,  City  or  Town  authorities,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  all  members  of  Unions  be  re- 
quested by  their  respective  Locals  to  relinquish  office 
in  their  Locals  if  they  hold  any  elective  or  appointive 
positions  under  the  Federal,  State,  City  or  Town 
authorities,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED :  that  all  Locals  of  the  State  Federation 
of  Labor  be  asked  to  change  their  constitutions  to 
meet  this  condition. 

Submitted  by 

JOHN  McLAREN. 

Committee  recommended  non-concurrence  and  MO- 
TION by  Brother  Johnson  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  adopted  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by 
the  delegates. 


RESOLUTION   12 

"PRE-CONVENTION" 

WHEREAS:  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  in  con- 
vention assembled  affords  a  splendid  opportunity  to 
delegates  to  become  intimately  acquainted  with  legis- 
lative, educational  and  other  matters  affecting  the 
lives  of  the  workers,  and 

WHEREAS:  there  is  too  little  opportunity  for  pre- 
study  of  such  legislative  matters  that  come  before  the 
convention  in  the  form  of  Resolutions  or  arising  from 
Officers'  Reports,  due  to  the  fact  that  no  one  knows 
until  the  second  day  of  the  convention  when  the  sec- 
retary reads  out  the  list  of  Resolutions,  Officers'  Re- 
ports, Recommendations  and  Amendments  to  Constitu- 
tions, and 

WHEREAS:  large  committees  of  the  most  experi- 
enced men  are  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  take  care  of 
such  resolutions,  recommendations  and  amendments 
to  constitution  by  corresponding  committees  who  inci- 
dentally are  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  participat- 
ing normally  in  the  convention  discussions  because  of 
their  committee  duties  absorbing  much  of  their  time, 
and 


WHEREAS:  such  procedure  is  undemocratic,  un- 
economical and  an  inefficient  method  educationally, 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  all  affiliated  locals  in  the  first 
week  of  June  call  a  special  meeting  to  consider  Reso- 
lutions, Amendments,  and  Nominations  for  officers 
with  all  such  resolutions,  etc.,  being  sent  in  to  the 
Sec.-Treas.  of  the  Federation  not  later  than  the  sec- 
ond week  of  June  so  that  he  may  get  proof  copies  of 
same,  with  proof  copies  of  Officers'  Reports  and  Rec- 
ommendations for  all  affiliates,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED :  that  all  affiliates  be  required  to  call  a 
special  meeting  in  the  third  week  of  July  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  the  matters  of  proof  sheets  and 
Officers'  Reports  to  date  and  instructing  delegates  to 
the  convention  when  thought  proper. 

Submitted  by 

JOHN  McLAREN. 
Stone  Masons  &  Marble  Setters  No.  9. 

Committee  recommended  non-concurrence  and 
Brother  Johnson  MOVED  the  adoption  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report. 


Brother  John  McLaren,  Stone  Masons  No.  9  took 
the  floor  on  this  question  stressing  the  need  for  edu- 
cation among  the  members  of  organized  labor,  stat- 
ing further  it  would  be  much  better  should  matters 
that  came  up  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  be  dis- 
cussed by  the  local  unions  at  their  meetings  before 
the  convention  so  that  all  might  be  enlightened  and 
instruct  their  delegates  as  to  what  action  to  take;  he 
felt  that  due  to  experience  and  intelligence  of  the 
older  labor  leaders  the  younger  element  was  not  given 
as  much  opportunity  to  educate  themselves  as  they 
should  have  and  felt  by  doing  this  it  would  create  a 
true  spirit  of  democracy  and  when  that  spirit  of 
democracy  was  understood  and  felt,  more  progress 
could  and  would  be  made. 

Brother  Johnson  for  the  committee  stated  that  while 
the  committee  was  quite  sympathetic  with  the  aims 
and  purposes  as  stated  by  Brother  McLaren  the  spon- 
sor of  the  resolution,  they  felt  it  would  create  a 
hardship  and  an  additional  burden  of  expense  upon 
the  secretary  of  the  State  Federation  and  the  affiliated 
locals;  that  the  committee  appreciated  the  educational 
advantages  the  resolution  set  forth  because  of  these 
reasons  the  committee  recommended  non-concurrence. 

The  question  upon  being  put  to  a  vote  was  carried 
by  the  body. 

President  Gatelee  took  over  the  gavel  at  this  time. 

Brother  Johnson  continued  with  the  reading  of 
resolutions  which  had  been  acted  upon  by  the  Reso- 
lutions Committee. 
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RESOLUTION   16 

"CHEST  FOR   LIBERATION   OF   WORKERS 
IN  EUROPE" 

WHEREAS:  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  at 
its  54th  Annual  Convention  in  San  Francisco  last 
October  in  a  resolution  urged  the  fullest  support  for 
the  Chest  for  Liberation  of  Workers  of  Europe  or- 
ganized by  interested  and  affiliated  national  and  inter- 
national unions  for  the  pui'pose  of  extending  aid  and 
support  to  the  labor  victims  of  Fascism,  and  to  com- 
bat Fascism  in  the  United  States,  and 

WHEREAS:  President  William  Green  in  circular 
letters  of  February  28  and  June  11,  1935,  urged  the 
appointment  of  local  Chest  Committees  by  all  city 
central  bodies  and  international  unions,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  endorse  and  urge  fullest  support  by  all 
Organized  Labor  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  of  the 
work  and  activities  of  the  Chest  for  Liberation  of 
Workers  of  Europe,  3  West  16th  Street,  New  York 
City,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  city  central 
bodies  that  local  Labor  Committees  be  appointed  at 
the  earliest  practicable  date  where  this  has  not  al- 
ready been  done  and  the  New  York  office  of  the  Chest 
be  advised  of  such  Committee  appointments.  And  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  appoint  a  committee  of  seven  to  co- 
operate with  the  central  labor  unions  in  promoting 
the  furtherance  of  the  work  of  the  Chest  for  Libera- 
tion of  Workers  of  Europe,  usually  referred  to  as  the 
Labor  Chest. 

JOHN   D.    CONNORS, 

New  Bedford  C.  L.  U. 
NORA  OUIMETTE, 

A.  C.  W.   of  A. 

ADOLPH  MARTIN, 

A.  C.  W.  of  A. 
HERBERT  R.  HAFFER, 

A.  C.  W.  of  A. 

SAMUEL  HERMAN, 

A.  C.  W.  of  A. 
WILLIAM  E.  G.  BATTY, 

Loomfixers  No.  2,  New  Bedford,   Mass. 
ANTONIO  ENGLAND, 

New  Bedford  Local  No.  36-A. 

FREDERICK  W.  RINGDALL, 
New  Bedford  Teachers. 

The  Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the 
resolution  by  "striking  out  the  last  Resolve,"  stating 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  had  circularized  all  central  bodies  and 
local  unions,  that  the  central  bodies  were  also  sup- 
posed to  have  done  this  and  the  committee  felt  this 
added  burden  should  not  be  put  on  the  State  Federa- 
tion. 


MOTION  by  Brother  Johnson  that  the  Recommen- 
dation of  the  Committee  on  the  resolution  as  amended 
be  adopted.    Put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by  the  body. 


RESOLUTION   19 

"BIENNIAL  SESSIONS" 

WHEREAS:  the  agitation  of  some  newspapers  and 
property  interests  for  biennial  sessions  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Legislature  is  in  reality  but  an  effort 
to  remove  the  state  government  still  further  from  the 
influence  of  the  common  people,  and  establish  in  the 
Commonwealth  a  political  and  financial  oligarchy,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  1935  session  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  distinguished  itself  by  several  displays  of 
political  jellyfish-ism,  as  was  evidenced  by  their 
squirming  attitude  on  the  lottery  bill  when  disap- 
proval of  lotteries  was  voiced  by  a  high  church  dig- 
nitary, and  their  shivering  flop  on  the  child  labor 
amendment  because  of  opposition  from  the  same 
source,  and 

WHEREAS:  while  such  acts  in  themselves  are  a 
strong  argument  for  biennial  or  even  quadrennial  ses- 
sions of  the  august  body,  nevertheless  biennial  ses- 
sions are  in  reality  a  disfranchisement  of  the  voters, 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  we  overlook  the  "jittering"  and 
servile  attitude  displayed  by  our  present  crop  of  legis- 
lators and  record  ourselves  as  opposed  to  biennial  ses- 
sions. 

MICHAEL  FLAHERTY, 

Painters  No.   11. 

Committee  recommended  non-concurrence  and  upon 
MOTION  by  Brother  Johnson  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  be  adopted,  same  was  put  to  a  vote  and 
carried  by  the  delegates. 

At  this  time  Vice  President  Batty  took  the  chair. 


RESOLUTION   20 

"TYDINGS-McCORMACK  DISAFFECTION  BILL" 

WHEREAS:  HR  5843,  better  known  as  the  Tydings- 
McCormack  "Disaff'ection  Bill,"  which  reads:  "Who- 
ever advises,  counsels,  urges  or  solicits  any  member 
of  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States 
...  to  disobey  the  laws  or  regulations  governing  such 
military  or  naval  forces,  or  whoever  publishes  or  dis- 
tributes any  book,  pamphlet,  paper,  print,  article,  let- 
ter or  other  wi'iting  which  advises,  counsels,  urges  or 
solicits  any  member  of  such  military  or  naval  forces 
of  the  United  States  to  disobey  the  laws  or  regula- 
tions governing  such  military  or  naval  forces  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  $1000  or  by  im- 
prisonment of  not  more  than  two  years  or  both,"  is 
a  direct  attack  upon   fundamental  liberties,   and 
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WHEREAS:  if  this  bill  were  enacted  into  law  any 
protest  by  a  trade  union,  newspaper  or  individual 
against  the  use  of  the  National  Guard  in  strikes  would 
subject  such  organization,  newspaper  or  individual  to 
punishment  under  the  above  bill,  and 

WHEREAS:  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  exist- 
ing laws  which  punish  disobedience,  disaffection  in 
the  army  or  navy,  or  any  conspiracy  among  civilians 
to  incite  mutiny  or  disobedience,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  bill  is  sponsored  chiefly  by  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  the  business  men's  lobby  and  super 
patriotic  organizations,  whose  primary  purpose  gen- 
erally is  to  enlist  the  services  of  the  National  Guard 
in  labor  disputes,  therefore  be  it 

'^ESOLVED:  that  the  50th  annual  convention  of 
the  Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor,  protest  against 
the  passage  of  HR  5843  as  written,  and  notify  United 
States  Senators  Walsh  and  Coolidge  and  also  the 
Congressmen  from  Massachusetts  of  our  opposition 
to  it  unless  it  be  amended  to  prohibit  the  application 
of  the  bill  to  industrial  disputes.     And  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  we  condemn  the  Fascist  tendency 
of  introducing  in  the  National  Congress  a  measure 
which  is  at  once  undemocratic  and  unAmerican. 

MICHAEL  FLAHERTY,  Painters  11. 
A.    MURECAUX,   Painters   257. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE,  Typo.  13. 
H.  A.  FAULKNER,  Teachers  230. 

Committee  recommended  adoption  of  the  resolution 
as  amended  and  upon  MOTION  by  Brother  Johnson 
to  accept  the  Committee's  recommendation,  same  was 
put  to  a  vote  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION   21 

"ELECTRICIANS'   LICENSE   LAW" 

WHEREAS:  we  desire  to  raise  the  standard  of  the 
workers  in  certain  branches  of  the  "electrical  in- 
dustry," to  protect  our  men  against  the  unskilled 
worker,  and 

WHEREAS:  we  believe  that  the  work  in  this  in- 
dustry constitute  hazards  that  require  legislation  for 
the  safety  of  the  public  and  the  worker,  who  should  be 
equipped  with  the  knowledge  of  these  hazards,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  increase  of  dangerous  automatic 
equipment  is  absorbing  certain  classes  of  workers  in 
this  industry,  we  feel  that  every  effort  should  be  made 
in  the  present  unemployment  emergency  to  retard  the 
advancement  of  automatic  machinery  that  diminishes 
the  number  of  workers  in  our  industry. 

WHEREAS:  the  outside  local  unions  of  electrical 
workers  will  file  with  the  incoming  session  of  the  legis- 


lature, a  bill,  to  include  in  the  present  "Electricians 
License  Law,"  amendments  to  include  linemen,  cable- 
splicers,  operators  and  others  who  work  on  certain 
high  voltages,  within  the  industry,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of 
Labor  request  its  Legislative  Agent  and  members  to 
give  their  hearty  support  to  this  measure  and  assist 
in  the  enactment  of  the  bill 

Respectfully   submitted   by, 

J.  O'KEEFE, 

Electrical  Workers,  Local  Union  104,  Boston. 
CHARLES  E.  CAFFREY,  Elec.  Wks.  7,  Spfg. 
GRACE  BARRY, 

Local  1-A,  Boston. 
MARY  REAGAN, 

Local  1-A,  Boston. 

FRANK  J.   SMITH, 

Cambridge  C.  L.  U. 
EDWARD  C.  ENO, 

Lowell  C.  L.  U. 

JOHN  F.   O'NEILL, 
Local  326,  L  B.  E.  W. 

CHARLES   D.    KEAVENEY, 
Local  622,  I.  B.  E.  W. 

SAMUEL  J.  DONNELLY, 
Worcester  C.  L.  U. 

Committee  recommended  adoption  of  the  resolution 
as  amended. 

MOTION  by  Brother  Johnson  to  adopt  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

On  the  question  Brother  O'Keefe,  Local  104,  Inter- 
national Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers,  stated  the 
amended  resolution  changed  the  intent  of  the  original 
resolution  and  wished  to  know  whether  the  action 
on  said  resolution  could  not  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow morning. 

AMENDMENT  by  Brother  Michael  J.  Flynn, 
Newswriters,  that  the  Resolution  be  referred  back  to 
the  committee  with  instructions  to  confer  with  the 
signers  of  the  resolution. 

Resolution  21  then  conferred  on  by  all  parties  and 
the  foregoing  amended  form   approved   and   adopted. 


RESOLUTION  25 

"ORGANIZING  OFFICE  WORKERS" 

WHEREAS:  the  Local  Union  of  Stenographers, 
Bookkeepers,  Accountants  and  Office  Employes  No. 
14965  has  been  organized  for  the  past  number  of 
years  and  has  been  attempting  to  organize  the  office 
workers,  and 
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WHEREAS:  the  necessity  for  organization  amongst 
office  employes  is  costly  and  a  handicap  to  a  small 
organization  and  becomes  further  more  apparent  each 
day  due  to  the  great  number  of  unemployed  amongst 
such  class  of  workers  and  the  continued  reductions 
in  wages  to  them,  and 

WHEREAS:  there  are  thousands  of  sons  and 
daughters  of  members  of  organized  labor  who  are  not 
affiliated  with  the  office  workers  local  union,  therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED:  by  this  50th  Convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Federation,  A.  F.  of  L.  that  they  emphasize  the 
necessity  of  organization  among  this  class  of  work- 
ers and  make  a  special  appeal  to  all  members  of  or- 
ganized labor  affiliated  with  the  State  Federation  to 
have  their  sons  and  daughters  join  the  organization  of 
their  craft,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  we  call  upon  all  union  officers  in 
Mass.  employing  stenographers,  bookkeepers,  office 
employes  or  public  accountants  to  employ  none  but 
members  of  Local  Union  14965  and  that  we  request 
where  help  is  needed  either  permanent  or  temporary, 
that  organized  labor  patronize  this  Local  Union's  em- 
ployment bureau  for  the  purpose  of  giving  preference 
to  office  employes  carrying  union  cards. 

Submitted  by, 

AARON  VELLEMAN, 

Stenographers   14985. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  reso- 
lution as  amended  as  follows:  "calling  upon  all  union 
officials  having  office  workers  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts." 

MOTION  by  Brother  Velleman,  Stenographers  14965, 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  resolution  as 
amended  be  adopted.  Same  was  put  to  a  vote  and 
carried. 


RESOLUTION   27 

"SENIORITY   IN    SERVICE" 

WHEREAS:  promotions  and  transfers  of  Drawtend- 
ers  and  Assistant  Drawtenders  employed  by  the  City 
of  Boston  have  for  the  past  17  years,  with  but  a  few 
exceptions,  been  made  according  to  Seniority  in  Serv- 
ice, be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
American  Fedei'ation  of  Labor,  endorse  the  Seniority 
Rule  as  applied  to  men  in  the  Drawtending  Service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  and  pledge  whole  hearted  sup- 
port for  a  continuance  of  this  system  of  Promotions 
and  Transfers,  and  be'  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  be 
forwarded  to  Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor  of 


Boston,  and  Hon.  James  M.  Hurley,   Commissioner  of 
Civil  Service. 

FRANCIS  F.   MORSE, 
Bridgetenders  Union  12333. 

Chairman  Johnson  stated  the  committee  felt  this 
matter  was  one  of  local  trade  autonomy  and  recom- 
mended it  be  referred  to  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union  for  action  and  assistance.  He  stated  further 
the  reference  was  made  to  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
Bridge  Tenders  in  that  division  and  that  is  why  they 
recommended  same  be  referred  to  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Union. 

He  MOVED  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report. 
Same  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by  the  delegates. 


RESOLUTION  28 

"MOTOR  VEHICLE   TRANSPORTATION 
OF   FREIGHT" 

WHEREAS:  the  Motor  Vehicle  transportation  of 
Freight  directly  concerns  the  safety  of  the  public  in 
general,  as  well  as  the  physical  and  mental  well  being 
of  the  men  employed  in  the  operation  of  the  same,  and 

WHEREAS:  these  operators  are  compelled  at  the  ex- 
pense of  losing  their  jobs  to  maintain  schedules,  which 
force  flagrant  and  complete  violation  of  the  speed  laws 
of  our  Commonwealth,  and 

WHEREAS:  there  is  an  additional  hazard  caused 
by  the  overloading  of  these  trucks  beyond  their  capac- 
ity, which,  in  an  emergency,  would  make  the  vehicle  un- 
controllable, and 

WHEREAS:  many  of  these  trucks  are  driven  by 
persons  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  who  are  inex- 
perienced and  physically  incapable  of  properly  handling 
these  trucks  without  great  danger  to  the  public  in  gen- 
eral, therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  incoming  Executive  Council 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  im- 
mediately confer  with  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  secure  strict 
enforcement  of  existing  laws,  and  where  these  are  in- 
adequate, to  draft  suitable  legislation  to  cover  the  in- 
tent and  purpose  contained  in  this  resolution,  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  in  the  enforcement  of  these  laws 
that  the  office  of  the  Registrar  investigate  the  time 
schedules  established  by  the  employer  and  where  incon- 
sistent with  safety  either  legislate  a  reasonable  speed 
limit  or  affix  the  responsibility  upon  the  employer  un- 
der the  law  rather  than  upon  the  blameless  operator 
who  is  compelled  to  maintain  these  schedules  to  further 
his  employer's  interest,  and  be  it  further 
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RESOLVED:  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
and  another  copy  to  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles 
of  this  Commonwealth. 

Submitted  by  Local  25,  Truck  Drivers  of  Boston 

JOHN  M.  SULLIVAN,  Pres. 
NICHOLAS  P.  MORRISSEY,  B.  A. 
JOHN  J.  BUCKLEY,  B.  A. 
JOSEPH   LACEY 
WALTER  ELLS 
NATHAN  HIGGINS 
TIMOTHY  O'NEIL,  B.  A., 
Local  477,  Lawrence. 

Committee  recommended  this  entire  subject  be  i-e- 
ferred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  to  take  suitable  action  as  outlined  by  the 
resolution. 

Chairman  Johnson  MOVED  the  adoption  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  which  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by 
the  delegates. 

Chairman  Johnson  stated  he  had  received  a  resolution 
on  the  death  of  the  late  Leo  F.  Greene,  past  President 
of  Typographical  Local  13,  and  that  the  same  would 
be  referred  to  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

Delegate  Michael  Flynn,  Newswriters,  requested  the 
floor  and  stated  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Brother 
Greene  recently  passed  away,  and  was  so  well  known 
to  almost  every  delegate  to  this  convention,  he  offered 
the  following: 

MOTION  that  we  suspend  the  rules  and  permit  the 
immediate  reading  of  the  Resolution  and  that  immediate 
action  by  the  convention  be  taken  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  Motion  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by  the 
delegates. 

Secretary  Watt  proceeded  to  read  the  Resolution  on 
the  death  of  Brother  Leo  F.  Greene. 


RESOLUTION  41 

"LEO  F.  GREENE" 

WHEREAS:  on  July  30,  1935,  it  pleased  the  Supreme 
Being  to  call  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors 
LEO  F.  GREENE,  for  seven  consecutive  years  Presi- 
dent of  Boston  Typographical  Union,  No.  13,  and  for 
the  past  ten  years  a  delegate  to  the  Conventions  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  served  on  many  important  committees  and 
worked  diligently  for  the  success  of  the  labor  move- 
ment. Leo  Francis  Greene  was  born  in  Charlestown, 
November  15,  1887.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  in  the 
oflBce  of  the  Boston  Herald,  and  was  admitted  a  mem- 
ber of  Boston  Typographical  Union  in  1913.  From  that 
time  on  he  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  trade-union 


movement,  and  was  soon  recognized  as  a  leader.  He 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Labor  Relations  Board 
of  the  NRA,  and  assisted  in  settling  many  disputes. 
During  the  troublous  times  of  the  past  few  years  he 
had  been  acting  as  New  England  representative  of  the 
International  Typographical  Union,  a  position  which 
called  for  many  sacrifices  in  the  cause  to  which  he  had 
devoted  his  life.  For  the  past  two  and  a  half  months  he 
had  been  on  duty,  almost  continuously,  at  Springfield, 
but  death  intervened  before  he  was  permitted  to  see  a 
successful  termination  to  this  labor  dispute.  In  the 
midst  of  his  work  he  passed  on,  leaving  behind  him 
sweet  memories  of  a  lovable  nature,  a  genial  person- 
ality and  a  true  friend.  Therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  delegates  assembled  at  the 
50th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor,  in  Springfield,  deplore  the  un- 
timely death  of  our  friend  and  brother,  Leo  F.  Greene; 
express  our  deep  appreciation  of  the  efforts  put  forth 
by  him  in  the  cause  of  labor,  and  recognize  his  sincer- 
ity of  purpose  and  the  inspiration  he  has  given  us  to 
carry  on  in  the  movement  in  which  we  are  engaged; 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent 
to  the  widow  and  family  of  our  deceased  brother,  with 
the  assurance  of  our  sympathy  in  their  hour  of  sorrow. 

J.   ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 
Boston   Typographical    No.    13. 

DUGALD   MacCALLUM, 

Boston  Typographical  No.  13. 

S.  J.  McBRIDE, 

Boston  Typographical  No.  13. 

THOMAS  J.  FITZMAURICE, 
Boston  Typographical  No.  13. 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY, 

Boston  Electrotypers  No.  11. 

HENRY  W.   NELSON, 
Boston  Stereotypers  No.  2. 

THOMAS  J.  GETHINS, 

Boston   Typographical   No.   13. 

ANTHONY   J.   DE    ANDRADE, 
Boston  Press  Assistants  No.  18. 

EDWARD  T.  GAY, 

Boston  Pressmen  No.  67. 

M.  J.  FLYNN, 

Newspaper  Writers. 

MOTION  by  Brother  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers, 
that  the  Resolution  be  adopted  as  read  and  that  the 
convention  stand  in  silence  for  one  minute  as  a  mark 
of  respect  to  the  deceased. 

AMENDMENT  by  Brother  Flynn,  Newswriters,  that 
a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Typographical 
Local  13  for  its  records,  and  a  copy  to  the  family  of 
Brother  Greene. 
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The  delegates  stood  in  silence  for  one  minute  in  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  the  dear  departed  Brother. 

President  Gatelee  took  over  the  gavel  at  this  time 
and  announced  he  had  received  a  message  that  Gover- 
nor Curley  would  address  the  convention  on  Thursday 
afternoon  at  2  o'clock  and  he  hoped  all  delegates  would 
be  in  attendance. 

President  Gatelee  further  announced  that  the  dead 
line  for  filing  of  resolutions  was  5  o'clock  this  after- 
noon and  due  to  the  fact  that  we  would  adjourn  at 
1  P.  M  for  the  day,  it  would  create  a  hardship  on  those 
delegates  who  wished  to  file  resolutions. 

MOTION  by  Brother  Velleman,  Stenographers,  that 
we  suspend  the  regular  order  of  business  and  that  the 
time  for  filing  resolutions  be  set  for  Wednesday  morn- 
ing at  10  o'clock.  Motion  put  to  a  vote  and  carried 
by  the  body. 

President  Gatelee  announced  that  the  first  Order  of 
Business  tomorrow  morning  would  be  an  address  by 
Congressman  Connery  and  he  hoped  all  delegates  would 
attend  and  listen  to  this  man  who  had  fought  so  hard 
in  labor's  behalf. 

Upon  question  by  Brother  McLaren,  Stone  Masons 
Local  9,  as  to  whether  General  Hugh  Johnson  or  Sec- 
retary of  Labor  Perkins  would  attend  the  convention. 
President  Gatelee  stated  they  had  not  as  yet  received 
any  definite  information. 

Chairman  Johnson  further  reporting  for  Committee 
on  Resolutions. 


RESOLUTION   29 
"UNION  TEAMSTERS" 

WHEREAS:  conditions  in  the  trucking  and  delivery 
industry  as  far  as  organization  is  concerned  is  not  in 
keeping  with  other  organized  activities  despite  the  ef- 
forts of  Truck  Drivers  Union  Local  25  of  the  Inter- 
national Union  of  Teamsters  and  Chauffeurs,  espe- 
cially in  the  delivery  of  commodities  to  the  homes  of 
the  workers,  conditions  are  deplorable  owing  to  lack  of 
proper  organization,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  because  of  the  conditions  that  are 
prevailing  in  the  transportation  industries,  now  would 
be  the  proper  time  to  have  all  of  our  brothers  and 
sisters  become  union-minded  and  look  for  a  union  man 
with  a  union  button  handling  all  commodities  that  pass 
through  the  various  crafts  and  into  their  homes. 

Submitted  by 

Local  25,  Truck  Drivers  of  Boston 
JOHN  M.  SULLIVAN,  Pres.,  Local  25 
NICHOLAS  P.  MORRISSEY,  B.  A.,  Local  25. 


JOHN  J.  BUCKLEY,  B.  A.,  Local  25. 
TIMOTHY  O'NEIL,  B.  A.,  Local  477. 
NATE  HIGGINS,  Local  25. 
WALTER  ELLS,  Local  25. 
JOSEPH  LACEY,  Local  25. 

Committee  recommended  adoption  of  the  resolution 
and  Brother  Johnson  MOVED  the  Committee's  report 
be  accepted. 

On  the  question  Brother  Michael  O'Donnell,  Local  25 
of  Teamsters,  Chauffeurs  and  Helpers  urged  upon  the 
delegates  the  necessity  of  seeing  to  it  that  delivery  men 
wear  the  union  button  of  his  organization.  In  this  way 
they  would  be  helping  his  organization  and  patronizing 
those  whom  they  would  look  to  for  assistance  also.  He 
requested  the  cooperation  of  the  delegates  and  asked 
that  when  they  return  to  their  respective  localities  they 
give  recognition  to  the  drivers  in  an  effort  to  help  his 
organization  make  further  progress.  He  stated  they  had 
made  inroads  into  towns  and  cities  they  had  never  ex- 
pected to  do  so  and  hoped  that  by  the  next  convention 
the  Teamsters  and  Chauffeurs  would  be  100%  organ- 
ized in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

The  MOTION  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried. 
Chairman  Johnson  of  the  Resolutions  Committee. 


RESOLUTION   30 

"POLITICAL  RECORDS" 

WHEREAS:  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor  publishes  bi-annually  the  labor  record  of  the 
members  of  both  the  House  and  Senate  of  the  Great 
and  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  labor  record  has  become  famous  as 
a  means  of  truly  defining  the  friends  of  labor  and  those 
opposed  to  our  interests,  and 

WHEREAS:  regardless  of  this  labor  record,  legis- 
lators seeking  reelection  are  sometimes  given  the  stamp 
of  approval  and  the  endorsement  of  organized  labor 
through  Central  Labor  Union  Committees  motivated  by 
political  or  other  considerations  with  the  labor  record 
disclosing  the  legislator  as  one  who  has  used  the  office 
to  oppose  legislation  introduced  by  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  Fiftieth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  go  on 
record  as  opposed  to  the  endorsement  of  candidates  seek- 
ing re-election  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  unless 
their  record  has  been  considered  satisfactory  according 
to  the  standards  outlined  in  the  labor  record,  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED:  that  before  a  candidate  of  the  above- 
mentioned  office  may  be  endorsed  by  any  central  body, 
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he  must  carry  the  endorsement  of  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

THOMAS  F.  BURNS, 
F.  L.  U.  No.  18363, 
Chicopee  Falls,  Mass. 

JOHN  CARROLL, 

Cement  Finishers  Local  534. 

DAVID  A.  GOGGIN, 
Plumbers  89. 

BART  SHEA, 
Local  No.  18734. 

HARRY  P.  HOGAN, 

Carpenters  No.  177. 

J.  R.  BRITTON, 
Bricklayers  1,  Mass. 

FRED  PEZZINI, 
F.  L.  U.  No.  18363. 

JAMES  McQUEEN, 
L.  L.  U.  19469. 

JOS.  T.  MASUCCI, 
F.  L.  U.  18476. 

A.  L.  RAMSAY, 

Typographical  216,  Springfield. 

MARY  OKRONGLY, 
Local  18476. 


Committee  recommended  concurrence  with  the  resolu- 
tion by  "striking  out  the  last  Resolve  and  adopting  the 
resolution  as  amended." 

MOTION  by  Brother  Johnson  to  adopt  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters,  re- 
quested information  because  he  felt  there  was  some 
contradiction  in  the  wording  of  the  same. 

Chairman  Johnson  explained  if  the  resolution  as 
amended  were  adopted,  the  same  system  would  prevail 
as  is  now  in  force;  that  the  State  Federation  would 
publish  labor  records  on  roll  calls  of  labor  legislation 
and  give  all  that  information  to  the  city  central  bodies 
and  they  to  set  up  their  non-partisan  committees  and 
be  guided  by  these  records. 

Brother  Burns,  Springfield,  stated  the  resolution  was 
introduced  to  bring  more  forcibly  to  the  attention  of 
the  labor  movement  the  records  of  those  seeking  office. 

The  MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  resolution  as  amended  was  put  to  a  vote  at  this 
time  and  carried. 

With  the  announcement  that  the  buses  were  waiting 
to  take  the  delegates  and  guests  to  the  clambake,  the 
session  adjourned  at  1  P.M.  to  reconvene  Wednesday 
morning  at  9.30  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  7,   1935 
THIRD  DAY  — MORNING  SESSION 


Session  was  called  to  order  by  President  Gatelee  at 
10  a.  m.  who  called  upon  Secretary  Watt  to  read  fur- 
ther resolutions  and  communications.  A  telegram  from 
the  International  President  of  the  Theatrical  Stage  Em- 
ployees congratulating  us  on  the  50th  jubilee  con- 
vention, also  advising  of  the  appointment  of  Brother 
Gatelee  to  the  office  of  International  Organizer  for  that 
organization.     Telegram  reads  as  follows: 

Robert  Watt,  Secretary, 

Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  Convention, 

Headquarters,  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

JUST  A  WORD  OF  GREETING  TO  THE  LABOR 
MOVEMENT  WHICH  YOUR  BODY  REPRESENTS 
IN  THE  STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  I  WANT 
TO  TAKE  THIS  OPPORTUNITY  OF  THANKING 
THE  UNION  MEN  REPRESENTED  BY  YOUR 
CONVENTION  AND  THEIR  MEMBERSHIP  FOR 
THE  WHOLE  HEARTED  SUPPORT  YOU  HAVE 
ALWAYS  GIVEN  OUR  INTERNATIONAL  IN  ANY 
CONTROVERSY.  FOR  THE  SPLENDID  WORK 
JOHN  F.  GATELEE  YOUR  STATE  PRESIDENT 
HAS  DONE  IN  THE  PAST  FOR  YOUR  MOVE- 
MENT AND  FOR  OURS  IN  PARTICULAR.  I 
HAVE  THE  PLEASURE  TO  ANNOUNCE  HIS 
ACCEPTANCE  OF  APPOINTMENT  AS  AN  INTER- 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE  OF  OUR  INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION.  WITH  BEST 
WISHES  FOR  A  SUCCESSFUL  MEETING  I  AM 
FRATERNALLY  YOURS 

GEORGE  E.  BROWNE, 

International  President  International  Al- 
liance of  Theatrical  Stage  Employees  and 
Moving  Picture  Machine  Operators  of  the 

United  States  and  Canada. 

President  Gatelee  at  this  time  introduced  JOSEPH 
SCHLOSSBERG,  General  Secretary  Treasurer  of  the 
Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers  of  America,  one  who 
he  said  was  a  labor  leader  for  over  30  years  and  was 
a  prominent  labor  journalist  in  his  organization  of  over 
150,000  members.  Brother  Schlossberg,  congratulated 
the  convention  on  its  50th  anniversary,  telling  of  the 
accomplishments  of  labor  in  that  period  of  time; 
stressed  upon  the  delegates  the  need  for  social  legis- 
lation and  impressed  emphatically  upon  the  minds  of 
the  delegates  the  need  of  the  passage  of  the  Child  Labor 
Amendment,  which  if  not  enacted  into  law,  he  declared 
was  allowing  the  future  generation  to  be  brought  up 
as  slaves.  He  went  into  detail  on  this  question,  telling 
of  the  work  which  had  been  done  in  several  states  to 
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foster  its  enactment,  that  in  some  states  it  had  lain  for 
11  years  awaiting  passage,  telling  of  the  tremendous 
pressure  brought  to  bear  to  withhold  its  passage  into 
law  and  urged  upon  the  delegates  the  necessity  of 
working  and  making  an  exceptional  effort  to  pass  this 
law.  He  spoke  highly  of  the  work  performed  by  the 
officers  and  the  State  Federation  and  thanked  them  for 
their  cooperation.  He  advised  it  was  only  a  short  time 
since  his  organization  was  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  although  they  had  been  in  exist- 
ence for  a  good  many  years.  He  spoke  of  the  con- 
ditions as  they  existed  in  Europe  and  stated  we  had  no 
assurance  that  the  effects  of  Naziism  or  Fascism 
might  not  find  its  echo  in  this  country.  He  spoke  of 
the  N.R.A.  and  the  action  of  the  Supreme  Court  on 
this  measure  which  was  of  such  vital  importance  to 
his  organization  especially  and  stated  they  had  taken 
action  in  that  they  had  issued  a  call  to  their  local 
unions  for  the  raising  of  a  one  million  dollar  fund 
which  they  would  use  to  combat  the  employers  of  labor 
who  would  try  to  destroy  and  break  down  the  stand- 
ards which  they  through  their  strength  of  organi- 
zation had  gained  for  their  membership.  He  wished  the 
convention  much  success  and  hoped  that  we  would 
meet  again  in  the  future,  having  made  further  prog- 
ress, having  a  greater,  better  organization,  a  better 
trained  army — the  organization  of  all  workers  in  this 
country. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  Brother  Schlossberg  on 
behalf  of  the  delegates  for  his  very  splendid  and  in- 
spiring address  and  felt  that  all  the  delegates  would 
benefit  by  his  words. 

At  this  time  President  Gatelee  introduced  a  speaker, 
who  he  stated  it  was  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  have 
here,  one  who  needed  little  introduction,  who  has  been 
a  friend  to  organized  labor  in  the  halls  of  the  legis- 
lature for  a  great  number  of  years  and  has  never  been 
found  wanting;  stated  he  was  sincere  to  the  working 
people  of  this  Commonwealth  in  every  particular  and 
when  at  times  the  legislature  was  filled  with  doubt 
this  man  could  always  be  depended  upon;  stated  he 
was  not  a  fair  weather  friend  of  labor  but  has  been 
with  them  from  the  time  he  entered  and  up  to  the 
present  day,  wished  him  further  success  in  his  future 
career  and  introduced  at  this  time  the  Honorable  ED- 
WARD J.  KELLEY  from  the  city  of  Worcester, 
present  Democratic  Floor  Leader  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr.  Kelley  stated  he  was  very  grateful  for  the  invi- 
tation extended  to  him  and  stated  he  brought  with 
him  the  greetings  and  best  wishes  and  congratulations 
of  our  friends  in  the  Legislature  who  have  been  our 
friends  for  some  time  and  wished  the  state  branch 
many  years  of  success.  He  felt  it  a  distinct  honor 
and  pleasure  to  be  allowed  to  speak.  He  felt  the  pio- 
neers of  the  labor  movement  in  Massachusetts  had  in 
years  gone  by  done  very  fine  work;  stated  he  knew  and 
watched  the  progress  made  by  this  organization  for 
the  last  13  years  and  stated  he  did  not  think  at  any 


time  he  had  seen  a  more  militant  organization  of  labor 
people  to  whom  more  attention  was  paid  than  has  been 
paid  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  under  the 
guidance  and  inspiring  leadership  of  those  who  led  the 
State  Federation  in  the  past  year  and  he  paid  high 
tribute  to  President  Gatelee  and  Secretary  Watt  and 
felt  there  were  no  other  two  men  who  would  have 
given  so  much  time  and  energy  as  did  these  two  rep- 
resentatives of  the  labor  movement  in  this  state.  He 
spoke  of  the  hard  work  in  the  halls  of  the  legislature 
at  different  times;  spoke  of  the  legislation  enacted; 
of  the  makeup  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  in  this 
state  and  stated  also  he  felt  that  practically  all  legis- 
lation passed  in  this  state  was  primarily  introduced 
by  organized  labor.  He  spoke  of  the  work  and  efforts 
put  forth  by  the  officers  in  the  past  year  to  defeat 
those  who  were  not  honestly  representing  the  workers 
of  this  state  and  how  their  efforts  had  met  with  suc- 
cess; and  praised  the  Labor  Senator  from  Lawrence, 
Brother  James  Meehan  who  together  with  Represen- 
tative Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.  comprised  the  Com- 
mittee on  Labor  and  Industries  which  was  a  very  im- 
portant committee  and  to  whom  the  laws  for  social 
legislation  favored  by  labor  were  entrusted,  and  stated 
the  committee  worked  harmoniously  and  in  accord  on  all 
measures,  this  being  exceptional  in  that  Brother  Mee- 
han was  a  Labor  Man,  Mr.  Lodge  a  Republican  and  he, 
a  Democrat. 

He  felt  organized  labor  should  stand  behind  the 
members  of  their  choice  as  officers  to  guide  them  and 
felt  the  State  Federation  would  continue  to  success  and 
make  further  progress.     He  closed  with  the  following: 

Good  wishes  for  the  future. 

Remembrances  in  the  past. 

Action  in  the  present 

And  friendship  till  the  last. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  Mr.  Kelley  for  his  won- 
derful speech  and  next  introduced  Mr.  HARRY  B. 
FRANKLIN,  Executive  Secretary  for  the  Chest  for 
the  Liberation  of  Workers  in  Europe.  Mr.  Franklin 
spoke  of  the  conditions  in  Germany,  told  of  the  years 
he  had  spent  there  and  of  the  atrocities  committed  and 
felt  the  stories  published  in  this  country  which  some 
thought  were  exaggerated  as  it  referred  to  the  crimes 
committed  in  Germany,  were  rather  under-exagger- 
ated if  anything.  Told  of  the  many  friends  he  had 
there,  of  their  sufferings  and  hardships,  of  the  ter- 
rible catastrophe  to  organized  labor  which  had  been  a 
powerful  body;  went  into  detail  as  to  the  actions  on 
the  part  of  Hitler  who  was  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
destroy  a  beautiful  country;  he  told  of  the  large  labor 
movement  which  was  destroyed,  the  number  of  unions, 
the  membership,  the  headquarters,  the  publications  and 
the  funds  which  were  confiscated  by  Mr.  Hitler  and  of 
the  great  men  who  had  been  forced  to  leave  that  coun- 
try; he  spoke  of  the  destruction  and  the  arrests  and 
the  sending  of  labor  men  to  concentration  camps  and 
went   into   much   detail   as   to   conditions.      Stated  the 
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American  Federation  of  Labor  at  its  national  conven- 
tions in  Washington  and  San  Francisco  had  deplored 
this  situation  as  it  exists  in  that  country,  had  resolved 
to  place  a  boycott  on  German  made  goods  and  to  as- 
sist as  much  as  possible  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
the  German  people,  Jews,  Catholics,  Protestants, 
Labor.  All  had  formed  this  organization,  the  Chest  for 
the  Liberation  of  Workers  in  Europe,  of  which  Presi- 
dent Green  was  Chairman,  Matthew  Woll,  vice  Chair- 
man, etc.  and  they  had  issued  calls  to  all  Central 
Bodies  and  Federal  Locals  to  assist  in  this  work  in 
order  to  show  our  German  brothers  and  sisters  that 
the  American  Labor  Movement  was  with  them.  He  had 
with  him  pamphlets  which  he  requested  the  delegates 
to  take  and  read  so  as  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
horrors  that  were  being  committed;  wished  the  or- 
ganizations would  endorse  and  take  action  on  this  work 
and  hoped  our  efforts  would  be  crowned  with  success. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  Mr.  Franklin  for  his  de- 
tailed story  of  the  conditions  in  Germany. 

At  this  time  President  Gatelee  introduced  a  man, 
who  he  said  needed  no  introduction  inasmuch  as  his 
actions  spoke  more  eloquently  for  him,  that  he  had 
always  been  a  great  friend  of  labor,  was  a  union  man 
of  his  own  craft  and  introduced  amid  much  applause 
Honorable  WILLIAM  P.  CONNERY,  Representative 
from  Massachusetts,  who  he  said  was  better  known  as 
"Billy  Connery." 

Mr.  Connery  expressed  his  extreme  pleasure  at  being- 
able  to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  50th  jubilee 
convention  of  the  State  Federation,  stating  it  must  be 
a  wonderful  thing  to  the  delegates  to  know  that  we 
had  gone  through  50  years  of  work  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts.  He  spoke  of  the  30-hour  week 
which  he  had  introduced,  spoke  of  the  many  labor 
measures  he  had  introduced  and  upon  which  he  had 
fought;  stated  that  even  in  his  campaign  he  had  been 
accused  of  being  the  tool  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  should  he  have  had  an  opportunity  to  be 
the  tool  of  any  organization,  he  would  be  very  proud  to 
choose  that  organization,  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  He  thanked  at  this  time  many  of  the  members 
of  Organized  Labor  who  during  his  campaign  did  so 
much  to  re-elect  him  and  who  assisted  in  every  way 
possible  with  the  result  that  he  was  sent  back  to  Con- 
gress by  a  majority  of  22,000. 

He  spoke  of  the  Wagner-Connery  Disputes  Bill  and 
of  many  other  bills  which  were  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  welfare  of  the  workers.  He  told  of  the 
different  members  of  the  House  and  Senate  at  Wash- 
ington who  felt  he  was  "labor  crazy",  or  a  Bolshevik 
or  a  Socialist  or  a  Radical  and  to  whom  he  was  pleased 
to  say  that  he  was  working  for  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing people  of  America.  Spoke  of  his  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  tax  on  cigarettes  where  the  same  tax  was  placed 
on  the  10c  cigarette  as  on  the  15c  and  that  the  10c 
cigarette  was  made  by  Union  Manufacturers  entirely 
and  some  of  the  15c  ones  and  that  he  felt  the  tax  was 
unfair  to  those  manufacturing  a  10c  cigarette;  he 
stated  many  times  he  hears  these  people  say  that  when 


anything  comes  up  all  he  could  see  was  the  "American 
Federation  of  Labor."   I  have  told  them  time  and  again 
that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  coming  into 
these  halls  of  Congress  not  only  to  fight  the  battle  for 
its  own  members  but  for  the  entire  working  class,  men 
and  women  alike  throughout  the  country.     He  had  ex- 
plained to  them  that  the  reason  a  non  union  factory  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  union  factory  paid  a  higher  rate  than 
other  non  union  factories  was  because  the  standards 
had  been  raised  by  the  union  men  and  they  were  cre- 
ating the  conditions  which  the  non  union  man  was  en- 
joying.   He  told  the  delegates  that  anything  labor  ever 
got  did   not   come  to  them  by  their  sitting  back  and 
being  conservative  or  doing  nothing,  but  it  was  through 
hard  work,  continuous  effort  and  toil  that  social  legis- 
lation or  standards  of  living,  conditions  of  hours  and 
wages  were  obtained.    He  felt  every  man  and  woman 
was  put  here  with  a  soul  and  that  they  had  the  right 
to  expect  they  could  live  like  free  men  and  not  like 
slaves.    He  stressed  the  fact  that  he  was  not  quoting 
labor   constitution,   was   not  quoting  what  he   himself 
had  invented  or  thought  up  but  that  he  used  as  his 
text  and  followed  very  closely  the  greatest  document 
ever  written  by  the  greatest  man  who  ever  lived  and 
that  was  Pope  Leo  XIII  which  told  of  the  rights  of  the 
workingman.     He   spoke  of  the  questions  which  were 
put    to    him    on    the    matter    of   the    Wagner-Connery 
bill  and  he  stated  the  answers  were  all  ready;  he  felt 
that  there  was  not  a  man  or  a  woman  who  could  get 
along  without  the   other   in   any  city  or  town  in  the 
United  States,  everything  depended  on  someone  as  we 
needed  labor  to  put  on  lights,  to  manufacture  bulbs, 
to  turn  on  water,  etc.  and  one  could  not  exist  without 
the  efforts  of  the  other.     Stated  he  was  not  opposed  to 
capitalism  or  that  he  felt  the  system  should  be  changed 
but  he  wanted  to  see  that  the  men  and  women  who 
work  in  the  factories,  in  the  mines,  in  the  several  in- 
dustries get  what  they  are  entitled  to.     Mentioned  the 
Death    Sentence  bill  in  favor  of  which  he  had  voted 
and  felt  he  would  do  so  a  hundred  times,  stating  it  was 
a  clever  piece  of  propaganda.     He  spoke  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  bills  as  we  had  experienced  it  in  recent 
months  stating  when  the  big  corporations  wanted  any- 
thing, or  big  business,  it  was  always  found  to  be  con- 
stitutional, but  when  the   workers  wanted   something, 
then  it  was  found  to  be  unconstitutional.     He  quoted 
from  a  clipping  regarding  the  Schector  case  which  re- 
ferred to   the   30-hour   and   Wagner-Connery  bill    and 
which  case  dealt  with  interstate  and  intra-state  com- 
merce.   He  felt  there  was  very  little  chance  of  putting 
through    an    amendment    regarding    the    question    of 
making  constitutional    such   amendments   as  had  been 
passed  by  Congress  or  the  President,  as  he  stated  it 
took  only  12  or  13  states  to  stop  an  amendment  going 
through  and  felt  we  would  not  have  the  support  of  the 
south   or   the  west  and  certain   other   sections   of  the 
country.     He  went  into  detail  of  the  contents  of  the 
Wagner-Connery  Labor  Disputes  act,  and  the  Connery 
30-hour  bill  which  had  many  valuable  sections  for  the 
welfare  of  labor  and  which  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  worker.    He   cited  instances  of   violations  and  ac- 
tions of  the  Supreme  Court  on  different  questions. 
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He  spoke  of  the  firm  of  Johnson  &  Johnson,  whose 
president  is  a  multi-millionaire  who  had  seat  a  repre- 
sentative to  see  him  when  the  30-hour  bill  had  been 
drawn  up  and  whom  he  expected  to  urge  him  to  stop 
any  legislation  on  such  a  question  and  he  was  very 
highly  pleased  to  learn  that  Mr.  Johnson  had  desig- 
nated his  representative  to  state  that  until  industry 
understands  that  by  putting  labor  on  a  30-hour  weeK, 
placing  men  and  women  back  to  work  and  off  the 
relief  rolls  and  the  welfare  rolls,  until  then  would  the 
depression  continue  and  no  prosperity  be  in  sight.  He 
also  asked  what  he  could  do  in  this  instance  to  help 
the  hastening  of  prosperity  once  again  in  this  country. 
He  spoke  of  the  12  millions  of  people  out  of  work,  a 
number  which  Mr.  Johnson  thought  could  be  put  back 
to  work  should  the  30-hour  bill  prevail  and  if  men 
and  women  were  given  decent  wages  it  would  create 
purchasing  power  which  would  again  put  others  to 
work.  He  spoke  very  highly  of  one  of  our  own  dele- 
gates who  he  stated  was  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the 
country  today,  who  had  a  colossal  mind,  who  was  with 
him  a  great  deal  and  who  had  helped  him  draw  up 
many  bills  in  behalf  of  labor,  that  he  could  work  for 
employers  but  refused  to  turn  on  his  brothers  and 
sisters  and  referred  to  Brother  Michael  J.  Flynn  of 
the  Newswriters.  He  stated  Brother  Flynn  had  drawn 
up  the  McCarron  amendment,  that  he  had  worked 
long  hours,  days  and  weeks  in  an  effort  to  do  all  that 
was  possible  in  behalf  of  the  worker.  He  spoke  of  his 
own  background,  stating  his  father  had  been  very  con- 
siderate of  the  underdog  as  he  called  the  worker, 
stated  he  himself  had  pledged  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  help  the  worker  and  would  always  be  fighting  for 
and  with  labor.  He  congratulated  the  officers,  the 
president  and  secretary  of  our  State  Federation  for 
the  splendid  showing  they  had  made  at  the  State 
House  this  past  year;  he  wished  the  Federation  suc- 
cess and  hoped  we  would  soon  have  the  most  wonder- 
ful and  most  powerful  organization  in  the  history  of 
the  state.  He  mentioned  one  of  the  previous  speakers, 
Edward  Kelley,  also  spoke  of  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts, James  Curley,  and  felt  with  such  friends. 
Labor  need  not  fear.  He  thanked  the  delegates  and 
stated  when  he  returned  to  Washington  he  would  do 
his  utmost  in  behalf  of  labor,  stating  it  was  his  job 
and  he  would  continue  to  work  in  that  way. 

Representative  Connery  was  given  a  splendid  ovation 
by  the  delegates  and  was  recalled  to  the  platform  to 
tell  some  of  his  many  humorous  stories  for  which  he 
is  well  known,  which  were  received  with  much  laughter 
amid  tremendous  applause. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  him  for  his  splendid  ad- 
dress, his  instructive  words  and  wished  him  continued 
success  in  behalf  of  the  delegates  present. 

President  Gatelee  at  this  time  called  upon  Chairman 
Miller  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  who  read  the 
following  resolution  with  reference  to  the  re-appor- 
tionment of  District  2. 


RESOLUTION  36 

"CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT" 

WHEREAS:  District  two  (2)  of  our  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  comprises  all  the  territory  south 
of  Boston,  Cities  of  Fall  River,  New  Bedford,  Taunton 
and  Attleboro  in  Bristol  County,  Brockton  in  Plymouth 
County,  Quincy  in  Norfolk  County  and  all  the  towns 
therein;  and 

WHEREAS:  We  believe  that  District  two  (2) 
should  be  reapportioned  so  as  to  provide  two  districts 
of  our  Massachusetts  American  Federation  of  Labor  in 
the  area  south  of  Boston  now  District  two  (2)  ;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Fiftieth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  hereby 
instructs  its  Committee  on  Constitution  to  consider 
this  matter  with  the  purpose  of  so  amending  our  Con- 
stitution to  provide  for  two  separate  districts  in  what 
is  now  District  two  (2)  of  our  Massachusetts  Feder- 
ation of  Labor. 

Submitted  by: 

JAMES  O'CONNELL,  Brockton  C.L.U. 
DANIEL  HARRINGTON,  Brockton  C.  L.  U. 
JOS.  A.  JOHNSON,  Brockton  B.T.C. 
BERNARD  F.  SMITH,  Local  38,  B.  &  L.U.W. 
WM.  E.  G.  BATTY,  Local  2,  Loomfixers, 
New  Bedford 

The  Committee  cannot  conscientiously  approve  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  vice  presidents  but  are  swayed 
by  the  logic  of  the  petition  and  we  recommend  that 
the  Suffolk  County  district  (with  3  vice  presidents) 
be  extended  so  far  as  to  include  Middleboro. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  their  report 
and  upon  MOTION  by  Brother  Miller  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee,  same  was  put  to  a  vote  and 
carried  by  the  delegates. 

Chairman  Johnson  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  at 
this  time  read  further  resolutions  which  had  been  acted 
upon  by  the  Committee. 


RESOLUTION  38 

"POSTAL  TELEGRAPHERS" 

WHEREAS:  The  Labor  Movement  is  not  aware 
that  the  Postal  Telegraph  has  recognized  organized 
labor  throughout  the  system  covering  the  country  and 

WHEREAS:  Considerable  business  will  arise  in  this 
convention  involved  in  the  use  of  telegraph  communi- 
cation including  the  press,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  All  business  arising  at  this  conven- 
tion involving  the  use  of  the  telegraph  industry  that 
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the  Postal  Telegraph  be  given  the  business  as  the 
Western  Union  is  still  working  under  a  strong  anti 
union  policy. 

ROSE  NORWOOD,  Organizer. 
MARGARET  REILLY,  Vice  President. 
Commercial  Telegraphers  Union  Div.  55. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  of  the  reso- 
lution and  MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  made  and  seconded. 

On  the  question  delegate  Norwood  requested  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  be  given  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Commercial  Telegraphers  Union  55  at  this  time. 
There  was  no  objection  and  HARRY  WINER  was 
given  the  privilege  of  the  floor  who  stated  since  1919 
this  was  the  first  convention  to  which  any  representa- 
tive of  that  organization  had  been  sent;  that  the  local 
was  very  new,  had  recently  been  organized  by  Rose 
Norwood  to  whom  they  were  very  grateful;  spoke  of 
the  400,000  commercial  telegraphers  throughout  the 
country  who  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  employers,  ad- 
vised the  delegates  the  Postal  Telegraph  had  allowed 
them  to  organize  under  Section  7A  but  that  the  West- 
ern Union  Telegraph  still  dominated  their  employes 
through  their  company  union;  he  urged  the  assistance 
and  support  of  the  delegates  not  only  in  this  con- 
vention but  upon  their  return  to  their  respective  cities, 
to  help  them  in  organizing  wherever  possible  and  to 
use  the  Postal  Telegraph  in  place  of  the  Western  Union 
and  in  this  way  help  increase  their  membership  and 
build  up  a  strong  organization  of  Commercial  Teleg- 
raphers and  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

There  being  no  further  discussion  the  MOTION  was 
put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by  the  delegates. 


RESOLUTION  53 

"POSTAL  WORKERS" 

WHEREAS:  H.  R.  6990,  a  bill  known  as  the  Forty 
Hour  Week  Bill  for  Postal  Employees,  has  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Senate  has  passed  the  same  num- 
bered bill,  but  upon  a  point  of  order  because  of  cer- 
tain differences  in  "miles  of  service"  and  "time  of  serv- 
ice" payments,  this  bill  has  been  held  up  in  the  Senate 
for  reconsideration,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  Convention  now  in  its  fiftieth 
anniversary  session,  telegraph  Senator  David  I.  Walsh 
asking  his  further  good  help  in  bringing  this  bill  up 
for  immediate  consideration  on  the  Senate  floor. 

JAMES  E.  WALSH,  Delegate. 

Springfield,  Mass. 
Local  497,  N.  F.  P.  O.  C, 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  upon  MOTION  by  Brother  Johnson  the  sarne 
was  put  to  the  delegates  and  carried. 

At  this  time  the  drawing  for  the  union  label  articles 
was  held. 

Announced  the  official  photograph  of  the  convention 
would  be  taken  on  Thursday  at  1  P.M.  immediately 
after  adjournment. 

MOTION  to  adjourn  at  this  time  to  reconvene  at 
2  P.M.  this  afternoon  was  carried  when  the  first  order 
of  business  would  be  the   Nomination  of  Officers. 

Adjourned  at  1.00  P.M. 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  7,   1935 
THIRD  DAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION 


The  afternoon  session  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Gatelee  at  2.25  o'clock. 

A  beautiful  basket  of  flowers  was  at  this  time  pre- 
sented to  the  convention  by  the  Needle  Trades  Unions 
represented  at  the  convention,  and  President  Gatelee 
in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  delegates  expressed  his 
thanks  for  this  same. 

JOHN  EGAN,  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Federation  of  Labor  was  introduced  by  President  Gate- 
lee to  address  the  delegates.  Brother  Egan  welcomed  the 
officers  and  delegates  to  the  50th  annual  convention  of 
the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  hoped  our  delibera- 
tions would  be  most  beneficial  to  the  labor  movement 
He  spoke  briefly  of  the  problems  confronting  labor,  of 
the  conditions  prevailing,  and  the  struggles  they  had 
recently  experienced  in  his  state  through  large  strikes 
in  different  cities,  some  of  which  were  very  success- 


fully concluded.  He  spoke  of  the  coming  convention  of 
his  own  State  Federation  and  felt  the  reports  at  that 
time  would  show  the  greatest  progress  ever  made.  He 
extended  the  felicitations  of  the  labor  movement  and 
invited  all  to  attend  the  sessions  which  would  be  held 
at  Danbury. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  Brother  Egan  for  his 
fraternal  greetings  and  his  kind  invitation  to  attend 
the  State  Federation  convention  of  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut. 

President  Gatelee  announced  that  Nominations 
for  Officers  was  now  in  order  and  called  upon  Secre- 
tary Watt  to  read  from  the  constitution  that  section 
pertaining  to  the  Nomination  of  Officers. 

Under  section  dealing  with  vice  presidents,  Brother 
Watt   stated  that  by  the   amendment  adopted   at  the 
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morning  session,  District  1  would  now  be  extended  so 
far  as  to  include  Middleboro. 

Vice  President  Caffrey  took  the  chair  and  stated 
we  would  proceed  to  nominate  candidates  for  the  office 
of  PRESIDENT  of  the  State  Federation  for  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

HARRY  A.  RUSSELL,  Engineers  Local,  Springfield, 
rose  at  this  time  stating:  One  year  ago  I  asked  the 
indulgence  of  this  group  in  the  nominating  of  a  man 
for  president  of  this  State  Federation  who  had  a  con- 
tribution to  make,  who  had  the  things  that  'took  to 
made  a  good  president.  Quite  fittingly  you  joined  with 
me  in  making  that  possible.  He  completed  the  50th 
year  of  our  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  records 
speak  for  themselves.  Today  I  am  simply  going  to  say 
this  again,  that  we  need  that  type  of  a  leader,  we 
need  someone  who  has  the  energy,  who  has  the  ability, 
who  has  the  time,  and  who  has  the  wisdom  to  carry  us 
into  our  51st  year.  And  again  I  wish  to  ask  that  the 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  nominate 
and  elect  as  its  PRESIDENT  this  year,  JOHN  F. 
GATELEE  of  Springfield.  (Much  applause  greeted  this 
nomination). 

Kenneth  Taylor,  Typographical  Union,  Spring- 
field stated  at  the  last  convention  he  had  the  honor  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Gatelee  as  President 
of  the  State  Branch;  stating  he  had  then  said,  "there 
was  no  man  more  able  in  the  labor  movement  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  take  over  the  presidency  and  that  members 
of  western  Massachusetts  loved  Brother  Gatelee  for 
his  accomplishments,  for  his  sincerity  and  for  the 
efforts  he  has  made  in  behalf  of  labor  and  he  wished 
to  reiterate  those  statements  and  repeat  those  remarks." 
He  spoke  of  the  struggle  his  local  is  now  engaged  in 
in  this  city  and  spoke  of  the  wonderful  support  and  as- 
sistance Brother  Gatelee  was  giving  his  members  and 
he  felt  it  indeed  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  an  honor 
to  second  the  nomination  of  the  man  who  was  a  friend 
to  all,  John  F.  Gatelee. 

Brother  Hull,  Moving  Picture  Operators  Union  of 
Springfield  and  a  member  of  the  same  Local  of  which 
John  Gatelee  is  business  agent  stated  he  was  pleased 
in  Boston  and  is  more  so  this  year  to  second  the  nom- 
ination of  Brother  Gatelee.  He  spoke  very  highly  of 
his  work,  of  his  sincerity  in  the  movement  and  in  behalf 
of  Local  186  he  wished  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Brother  John  F.  Gatelee  as  president  of 
the  State  Federation  of  Massachusetts. 

MOTION  by  Harry  W.  Joel,  Cambridge  Central 
Labor  Union  that  the  nominations  close.  This  motion 
was  unanimously  accepted  by  the  delegates  and  Brother 
Gatelee  was  given  a  rising  ovation  by  the  delegates. 

President  GATELEE  resumed  the  chair  and  called 
for  nominations  for  vice  presidents  in  the  First  Dis- 
trict where  three  were  to  be  elected. 


Rudolph  Marginot,  L  B.  E.  W.  103,  Boston, 
rose  at  this  time  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  a 
delegate  as  vice  president  in  the  first  district  who  he 
stated  was  a  junior  member  as  far  as  the  vice  presi- 
dency was  concerned  but  a  senior  member  in  experi- 
ence; stated  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Housing 
Commission  and  in  that  capacity  had  rendered  valuable 
services,  characterizing  him  as  being  one  who  was  bet- 
ter versed  on  Housing  Problems  than  any  other  man. 
He  stated  it  was  that  character  of  work  that  is  neces- 
sary and  vital  to  the  counsels  and  deliberations  of  the 
state  executive  council  and  he  deemed  it  a  great  plea- 
sure to  place  in  nomination  for_VICE  PRESIDENT 
in  the  FIRST  DISTRICT,  the  name  of  JOHN  CAR- 
ROLL, Cement  Finishers  Local  534  Boston. 

Alfred  Ellis,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  Local  17, 
Boston,  rose  to  concur  in  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Carroll  and  wished  to  be  recorded  as  seconding  the 
nomination. 

Brother  James  O'Connell,  Brockton,  rose  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  Delegate  John  Carroll  and  spoke 
of  the  good  work  he  had  done  in  his  particular  district. 

Delegate  John  J.  Carey,  Carmen's  Union,  Boston, 
rose  at  this  time  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of 
MICHAEL  J.  O'HARE,  Member  Local  589  Street  Car- 
men's Union  of  Boston  who  he  stated  had  served  in 
the  capacity  of  Vice  President  in  the  first  district  for 
the  past  six  years  and  was  a  sincere  worker  and  had 
done  much  in  behalf  of  his  organization. 

Delegate  Matthew  J.  McLaughlin,  member  Street 
Carmen's  Union,  Boston,  rose  to  second  the  nom- 
ination of  Brother  O'Hare  and  trusted  he  would  be  re- 
elected to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  State  Fed- 
eration. 

Delegate  Joseph  Jacobs,  Somerville  Central  La- 
bor Union,  rose  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
O'Hare  stating  this  was  the  third  time  he  had  the  plea- 
sure to  second  the  nomination  of  this  brother  who  had 
been  of  great  assistance  in  every  way  to  the  Somerville 
Central  Labor  Union,  and  the  labor  movement  as  a 
whole;  spoke  of  his  splendid  work  and  untiring  efforts 
in  behalf  of  labor  and  felt  he  was  a  valuable  asset  to 
the  organization  and  hoped  he  would  be  returned  to 
the  vice  presidency. 

Delegate  De  Andrade,  Press  Union  Assistants  18, 
Boston,  at  this  time  rose  to  place  in  nomination  the 
name  of  one  of  the  present  incumbents,  one  who  had 
served  faithfully  for  the  past  4  or  5  years,  was  an 
active  member  of  Typographical  Local  13  of  Boston 
which  had  just  reached  its  2000  mark  in  membership, 
and  of  which  he  was  Secretary  Treasurer,  and  who  is 
always  ready  and  willing  to  answer  the  call  for  as- 
sistance and  at  this  time  he  placed  in  nomination  the 
name  of  J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY,  Boston  Typographi- 
cal Union  13,  as  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the  FIRST 
DISTRICT. 
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Delegate  D.  B.  Mclnnis,  Boilei-makers  Local,  Bos- 
ton, rose  to  second  the  nomination  of  J.  Arthur  Mori- 
arty  stating  he  had  given  much  of  his  time  and  efforts 
in  behalf  of  Organized  Labor  and  hoped  he  would  be 
re-elected  to  the  office  of  Vice  President. 

Delegate  M.  J.  Flynn,  Newswriters  Local,  Boston, 
stated  it  was  a  pleasure  to  ask  the  delegates  of  this 
convention  to  honor  J.  Arthur  Moriarty,  representative 
of  the  printing  trades  membership  on  the  executive 
council  of  the  Boston  District,  to  suppoi-t  him  for  the 
office  of  Vice  President  and  wished  to  also  second  the 
nomination  of  Delegate  Moriarty. 

Delegate  KEEFE,  I.  B.  E.  W.  104,  Boston,  rose  to 
place  in  the  running  the  name  of  Delegate  HERMAN 
KOSTER,  Firemen's  Local  3,  Boston,  as  VICE  PRESI- 
DENT in  the  FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Delegate  Harry  W.  Joel,  Cambridge  Central 
Labor  Union  rose  to  second  the  nomination  of  Delegate 
Koster  and  hoped  he  would  be  elected  to  this  office, 
stating  he  had  served  in  that  capacity  before  but  had 
not  been  returned  at  the  last  election  and  he  felt 
Brother  TCoster  would  be  an  asset  to  the  council  and 
hoped  the  delegates  would  vote  for  his  return. 

MOTION  made,  seconded  and  carried  to  close  the 
nominations  for  candidates  for  Vice  Presidents  in  the 
First  District 

Nominations  for  VICE  PRESIDENT  in  the  SEC- 
OND DISTRICT— one  to  be  elected. 

Delegate  Severs,  New  Bedford,  rose  to  place  in 
nomination  a  man  for  re-election  who  served  the  last 
year  and  he  felt  in  order  to  have  a  perfect  functioning 
executive  board,  to  have  represented  on  that  board  one 
who  had  the  knowledge  of  one  of  the  major  indus- 
tries in  the  state,  and  who  had  been  very  useful  to  the 
president  and  secretary  in  the  past  year  and  rendered 
much  service,  and  he  felt  it  an  honor  to  place  in  nom- 
ination the  name  of  WILLIAM  E.  G.  BATTY,  Loom- 
fixers  2  of  New  Bedford  for  VICE  PRESIDENT 
of  the  SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Delegate  England,  Carpenters  1416,  rose  to  sec- 
ond the  Nomination  of  Brother  Batty,  stating  he  had 
come  in  personal  contact  with  him  and  that  he  had  been 
untiring  in  his  efforts  in  bringing  about  better  condi- 
tions in  the  Textile  Industry. 

Delegate  Devlin,  Local  100,  Bar  Tenders,  New 
Bedford,  rose  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of 
DELEGATE  JOHN  D.  CONNORS,  member  of 
Teachers  Federation  of  New  Bedford  for  the  office  of 
VICE  PRESIDENT  in  the  SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Delegate  Ringdahl,  Teachers  Union  263,  New 
Bedford,  rose  to  second  the  nomination  of  Delegate 
Connors,  stating  he  had  been  president  of  his  union  for 
the  past  three  years  and  had  done  very  fine  work  in 
that  organization. 


MOTION  by  Delegate  F.  M.  Curran,  Firemen  Local 
4,  Holyoke,  that  the  nominations  close.  Same  seconded 
and  carried  by  the  delegates. 

President  Gatelee  called  for  nominations  for 
VICE  PRESIDENT  in  the  THIRD  DISTRICT— one  to 
be  elected. 

Delegate  Sidley,  School  Teachers  of  Lawrence,  rose 
to  place  in  nomination  of  one  who  was  now  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  State  Federation,  one 
who  had  done  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  and  had 
ever  been  ready  and  willing  to  answer  each  and  every 
call,  a  man  who  was  well  known  and  had  much  experi- 
ence in  the  labor  movement  and  he  was  very  pleased  to 
place  the  name  of  MATTHEW  P.  MANEY,  Carpenters 
111,  Lawrence,  for  the  office  of  VICE  PRESIDENT  of 
the  THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Delegate  Charles  Keaveney,  I.  B.  E.  W.  Lynn, 
rose  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Maney,  tell- 
ing of  the  excellent  work  he  had  done  in  the  third  dis- 
trict since  his  election  last  year  and  was  pleased  to 
record  himself  as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Maney  to  this  office. 

Delegate  Eno,  Lowell  Central  Labor  Union,  stated 
he  was  glad  to  be  able  to  second  the  nomination  of  a 
man  who  gave  him  so  much  assistance  in  the  past  year 
and  hoped  he  would  be  re-elected  to  the  office. 

Delegate  Winchester,  Carpenters  Local  885,  Wo- 
burn,  wished  to  be  placed  on  record  as  favoring  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Matthew  P.  Maney  to  the  office 
of  Vice  President  in  the  third  district. 

Delegate  Leonard,  Street  Carmen  of  Lawrence 
stated  all  that  had  been  said  of  the  activities  of  Brother 
Maney  was  little  in  comparison  to  the  actual  work  per- 
formed by  him;  stated  he  was  always  willing  to  co- 
operate to  build  up  the  labor  movement  and  wished  to 
second  the  nomination. 

Delegate  John  Wade,  Typographical,  Lawrence, 
wished  to  be  recorded  as  seconding  the  nomination  of 
Brother  M.  P.  Maney. 

MOTION  at  this  time  to  close  the  nominations  was 
seconded  and  carried  by  the  delegates. 

President  called  for  nominations  for  the  office  of 
VICE  PRESIDENT  in  the  FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Delegate  Donnelly,  Worcester  Central  Labor  Un- 
ion, wished  to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  one 
who  had  done  much  in  his  district  in  behalf  of  organ- 
ized labor  and  had  been  of  much  assistance  and  whom 
he  felt  would  be  an  asset  to  the  executive  board  in  the 
Worcester  district  and  named  to  the  office  of  FOURTH 
VICE  PRESIDENT,  BROTHER  PATRICK  J.  BEG- 
NEY  of  Worcester. 

Delegate  George  Miller,  I.  B.  E.  W.  Worcester,  rose 
to   second  the  nomination  of  Brother   Begney  stating 
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he  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  delegates  from  the 
Worcester  District. 

MOTION  to  close  the  nominations  was  seconded  and 
carried  by  the  delegates. 

Nominations  for  office  of  VICE  PRESIDENT  to  the 
FIFTH  DISTRICT— one  to  be  elected. 

Delegate  Thomas  Burns,  Rubber  Workers,  Chi- 
copee,  rose  to  nominate  one  who  had  taken  the  place 
of  President  Gatelee  and  which  task  he  stated  was  a 
hard  one  but  that  the  man  who  had  been  elected  and 
filled  that  office  had  fulfilled  his  duties  in  a  fine  way 
and  he  placed  the  name  of  CHARLES  CAFFREY, 
Electrical  Workers  7,  of  Springfield  in  nomination  for 
the  office  of  FIFTH  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the  State 
Branch. 

Delegate  Raleigh,  Street  Carmen,  Springfield,  rose 
to  second  the  nomination,  stating  all  that  had  been  said 
of  all  other  candidates  could  be  wrapped  up  and  applied 
to  Brother  Caffrey  and  he  hoped  he  would  be  returned 
to  the  office  of  Fifth  Vice  President, 

Delegate  Dave  Goggin,  Springfield,  rose  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Delegate  Charles  Caffrey,  stating 
he  had  worked  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  him  and  in 
Springfield  he  was  sometimes  referred  to  as  John  F. 
Gatelee,  Jr. 

Delegate  Britton,  Bricklayers,  Springfield,  felt  he 
should  not  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass  without  saying 
something  of  the  fearlessness,  the  honesty  and  integrity 
of  the  man  just  nominated,  that  the  locals  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  Massachusetts  wanted  him  returned  and 
he  wanted  to  be  recorded  as  seconding  the  nomination. 

Delegate  Frank  Smith,  Cambridge  Central  Labor 
Union  while  coming  from  the  eastern  section  of  the 
state,  stated  he  knew  what  a  man  Brother  Caffrey  was, 
the  efforts  he  had  put  forth  in  behalf  of  the  labor 
movement  and  he  deemed  it  an  honor  to  be  able  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Charles  Caffrey  to 
the  office  of  Fifth  Vice  President. 

Delegate  Charles  Keaveney,  I.  B.  E.  W.  Lynn, 
spoke  very  highly  of  Brother  Caffrey,  of  the  wonderful 
work  he  had  accomplished  and  the  great  assistance  he 
had  been  in  the  past  year;  stated  he  was  a  member  of 
the  same  International  of  which  he  was  a  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  that  when  the  International  had  promoted 
Brother  Kenefick  to  the  office  of  Organizer,  Brother 
Caffrey  had  been  selected  as  Business  Manager  of  the 
Local  and  had  proven  very  able  in  that  office  and  he 
felt  it  was  a  very  wise  choice,  and  he  wished  to  second 
the  nomination  and  hoped  he  would  be  returned. 

MOTION  by  Delegate  Velleman,  Stenographers  Lo- 
cal, Boston  to  close  the  nominations  for  the  office  of 
Vice  President.  Motion  seconded,  put  to  a  vote  and  car- 
ried by  the  delegates. 


President  called  for  nominations  for  the  office  of 
SECRETARY  TREASURER  LEGISLATIVE  AGENT. 

Delegate  A.  Pearlstein,  News  Drivers  Local  259, 
Boston:  "It  is  my  conviction  that  this  office  is  the  most 
important  office  in  our  organization.  This  carries  two 
tremendous  responsibilities,  first  that  of  handling  the 
finances  of  the  organization,  and  secondly,  the  awful 
responsibility  of  being  the  steering  head  of  the  labor 
movement  in  matters  legislative.  In  nominating  a  man 
for  this  important  position,  it  is  of  essential  importance 
that  the  candidate  for  the  office  possess  several  virtues, 
such  as — first,  he  must  be  scrupulously  honest;  2nd, 
he  must  be  intelligent;  3rd  he  must  be  well  grounded 
in  economics;  4th,  he  must  have  both  initiative  and 
executive  ability;  5th,  he  must  have  that  rare  talent 
of  transmitting-  the  aims,  aspirations  and  ideals  of  the 
workers,  into  intelligent  words  and  actions  so  that 
those  opposed  to  those  aims,  aspirations  and  ideals  will 
not  have  any  doubt  as  to  what  the  workers  want.  6th, 
he  must  be  courageous  and  have  the  capacity  to  stand 
up  under  the  worst  kind  of  misrepresentation  and  still 
keep  fighting  for  the  workers.  7th,  he  certainly  must 
have  tact  so  that  he  can  reconcile  and  harmonize  the 
various  and  conflicting  factors  that  obtrude  themselves 
into  legislative  and  other  matters. 

In  short,  he  must  possess  those  virtues  that  make  for 
splendid  force  of  character;  we  have  that  man;  I  be- 
lieve that  he  is  one  of  the  ablest  young  men  that  or- 
ganized labor  has  produced  in  the  last  25  years.  His 
fine  mental  coordination  coupled  with  his  tremendous 
physical  energy,  makes  him  the  ideal  man  for  the  job. 
My  only  fear  is  that  he  will  give  so  much  of  himself  to 
his  work  that  he  will  break  down  and  to  the  loss  of  the 
American  Labor  movement.  I  want  to  place  in  nomina- 
tion a  man  who  I  believe  measures  up  to  this  standard 
I  have  just  quoted,  and  I  wish  to  place  in  nomination 
the  present  incumbent,  Robert  J.  Watt,  Central  Labor 
Union,  Lawrence,  for  the  office  of  Secretary  Treasurer 
Legislative  Agent.  (Brother  Watt  was  given  a  splen- 
did ovation,  all  delegates  rising). 

Delegate  James  Menzie,  Lawrence,  stated  he 
could  not  afford  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  sec- 
onding the  nomination  of  Bob  Watt;  stated  he  had 
introduced  him  to  the  State  Federation,  had  told  them 
he  could  and  would  produce,  and  was  very  pleased  with 
the  success  he  had  made  in  behalf  of  labor. 

Delegate  Dailly,  Bricklayers  3,  Boston,  wanted  to 
be  recorded  as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Watt. 

Delegate  Marcieux,  Springfield,  stated  he  had 
been  associated  with  Brother  Watt  for  ten  years  and 
from  the  start  he  had  distinguished  himself  as  a  leader 
of  men  and  wished  to  second  the  nomination. 

Brother  Winchester,  Carpenters  885,  deemed  it  an 
honor  to  be  able  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Watt. 
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Delegate  Leonard,  Street  Carmen,  Lawrence,  con- 
sidered it  a  privilege  to  second  the  nomination  of  Bobby 
Watt. 

Delegate  Buckley,  Local  25,  Teamsters,  Boston, 
rose  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Watt. 

Delegate  Keaveney,  I.  B.  E.  W.,  Lynn,  rose  also 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Watt,  referred  to 
his  address  made  the  first  day  of  the  convention  in 
which  he  had  stated  Brother  Watt  was  an  invaluable 
asset  to  the  labor  movement.  Stated  he  had  worked 
with  him  often  in  the  past  2  or  3  years  around  the 
State  House  and  had  never  met  one  who  was  so  con- 
scientious, so  honest  and  sincere,  and  who  applied  him- 
self to  the  duties  of  his  office  as  Brother  Watt.  He 
went  into  detail  about  the  splendid  work  accomplished 
by  him  and  feared  as  did  Brother  Pearlstein  only  that 
his  overwork  might  cause  a  break  down  which  would 
be  a  great  loss  to  the  movement  and  he  hoped  Brother 
Watt  would  be  returned  to  the  office. 

Delegate  Russell,  Bricklayers  Union,  rose  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  Brother  Watt,  stating  his  or- 
ganization was  100%   in  favor  of  him. 

Delegate  Sullivan,  Local  25,  Boston,  stated  it 
was  an  extreme  pleasure  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Watt  whom  he  knew  only  a  very  short  time 
and  wished  to  be  recorded  as  favoring  the  nomination. 

Delegate  Davis,  Local  42,  Lynn,  wished  to  go  on 
record  for  his  local  union  as  favoring  the  candidacy  of 
Brother  Watt. 

Delegate  Goggin,  Springfield,  also  seconded  the 
nomination. 

'     Delegate    Donahue,    Retail    Cigar    Clerks    wished    to 
be  recorded  as  seconding  the  nomination. 

Delegate  Britton,  Bricklayers,  Springfield  recorded 
himself  as  seconding   Secretary  Watt's  nomination. 

MOTION  by  Brother  Velleman,  Stenographers,  that 
nominations  close  and  it  be  declared  unanimous.  Mo- 
tion put  to  a  vote  and  carried. 

President  called  for  nomination  of  convention  city. 

Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters,  Boston,  requested 
the  floor  stating  he  felt  the  incoming  executive  board 
would  have  full  knowledge  of  conditions  as  would  exist 
at  the  time  of  the  next  convention  and  he  felt  it  better 
to  leave  the  selection  of  a  convention  to  that  body  there- 
fore offering  the  following  motion. 

MOTION  that  the  convention  city  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  incoming  executive  council. 

The  motion  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by  the  body. 

Vice  President  Michael  O'Hare  in  the  chair. 


President  Gatelee  of  Springfield  stated  at  this 
time  he  wished  to  make  a  nomination  for  delegate  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  convention.  He 
stated  usually  representatives  from  State  Federations 
of  Labor  were  referred  to  as  "one-lungers",  that  they 
were  supposed  to  have  no  power  or  influence  in  a  na- 
tional American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  and  he 
felt  if  one  is  found  who  makes  himself  known  that  man 
must  be  an  extraordinary  personality.  He  stated  for 
the  past  4  or  5  years  we  had  sent  such  a  man  to  rep- 
resent the  state  federation  at  these  conventions,  who 
has  gone  down  and  made  his  way  against  the  indif- 
ferences that  exist  against  state  and  central  bodies;  he 
stated  he  was  very  pleased  to  have  heard  such  wonder- 
ful comment  about  our  representative  throughout  the 
country;  he  stated  he  was  well  grounded  in  economics 
and  had  the  power  to  make  himself  heard.  He  stated 
in  such  times  it  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that 
our  official  be  present  at  such  conventions  to  make  him- 
self heard  and  to  obtain  first  hand  information;  he 
stated  he  is  tireless,  he  is  a  human  dynamo."  Stated 
he  had  all  the  respect  for  him  and  he  placed  in  nom- 
ination the  name  of  our  Secretary  Treasurer  Legisla- 
tive Agent,  Brother  Robert  J.  Watt  as  delegate  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  Convention. 

MOTION  made,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  nom- 
inations for  delegate  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention  close. 

Nominations  for  ALTERNATE  were  called  for. 

Delegate  Gethins,  Typographical  13,  Boston, 
MOVED  that  John  F.  Gatelee,  President  of  the  State 
Federation  be  nominated  as  Alternate. 

MOTION    seconded   and   carried. 

MOTION  to  close  nominations  was  seconded  and 
carried  at  this  time. 

MOTION  by  Brother  Velleman,  Stenographers,  that 
all  nominations  do  now  close.  Motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

President  Gatelee  introduced  at  this  time,  one 
who  made  great  progress  in  public  life,  who  received 
his  training  from  our  ranks  of  labor,  a  man  who  sits 
today  in  the  senior  seat  of  government  in  Boston  and 
who  brings  into  that  august  body  the  viewpoint  of 
labor  and  its  philosophy.  He  has  retained  his  associa- 
tions in  our  movement  and  brought  our  philosophy  into 
the  halls  of  the  legislature;  stated  he  had  received  the 
honor  of  being  selected  as  chairman  of  the  important 
committee  of  Labor  and  Industries;  he  felt  the  accom- 
plishments of  this  brother  in  one  year  amounted  to 
more  than  those  of  others  in  the  past  20  years  and  he 
felt  very  pleased  to  introduce  to  the  delegates  SEN- 
ATOR JAMES  P.  MEEHAN. 

Senator  Meehan  greeted  the  delegates  and  con- 
gratulated them  on  the  occasion  of  the  50th  Jubilee 
convention.  He  spoke  of  the  history  of  labor  through 
the  years,   especially   as  it  pertained  to  the   state  of 
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Massachusetts.  He  told  of  having  "been  honored  with 
the  position  of  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Labor  and  Industries  in  the  General  Court,  and  stated 
there  were  few  measures  this  year  upon  which  they 
did  not  receive  favorable  reports.  He  spoke  of  the  sev- 
eral bills  introduced  by  the  State  Branch  and  of  the 
untiring  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary Legislative  Agent  in  behalf  of  labor.  He  men- 
tioned several  of  the  important  bills  such  as  the  bill 
regarding  "weekly  payment  of  wages,"  the  "48-hour 
law,"  "one  day's  rest  in  7,"  this  for  Firemen  and 
Watchmen;  "one  day's  rest  in  7  for  watchmen  and 
guards,"  installation  of  "pick  clocks  on  looms,"  laws 
with  reference  to  Workmen's  Compensation,  law  re- 
garding advertising  during  strikes,  etc.,  and  many  more. 
He  spoke  of  the  "Prevailing  Rate  of  Wage"  law  and 
the  Anti-Injunction  bill.  He  stated  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  had  many  reasons  to  be  proud  to 
be  celebrating  the  50th  jubilee  especially  after  the  most 
progressive  year  known  at  the  Legislature,  one  at 
which  the  trade  union  movement  met  with  greater 
success  than  ever  before.  He  stated  when  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  chairmanship  of  the  committee  on  Labor 
and  Industries,  he  had  a  Republican  House  Chairman 
and  that  they  had  many  problems  to  contend  with,  but 
nevertheless  they  worked  hand  in  hand,  keeping  in  ses- 
sion long  hours  and  doing  all  possible  and  everyone  was 
given  an  opportunity  of  being  heard.  He  spoke  of  a 
good  friend  they  had  lost  in  the  person  of  Senator 
Pierce  of  Salem  who  had  passed  away.  He  stated  it 
was  a  great  pleasure  and  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to 
be  present  at  this  convention  to  be  with  those  whom  he 
had  worked  with  for  so  many  years,  to  hear  of  the 
splendid  progress  and  thanked  the  officers  for  the  co- 
operation they  had  extended  to  him.  He  at  this  time 
spoke  of  his  co-worker  on  the  Committee  of  Labor  and 
Industries  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.,  of  Beverly,  who  he 
stated  had  worked  hand  in  hand  with  him  all  through 
the  year.  He  wished  the  convention  success  and  hoped 
for  future  progress. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  Brother  Meehan  for 
his  splendid  address  and  at  this  time  introduced  one 
of  the  finest  examples  of  Americanism  working  hand 
in  hand  with  the  officers,  one  who  came  of  a  famous 
family  and  of  whom  we  could  be  proud,  and  he  called 
upon  REPRESENTATIVE  HENRY  CABOT  LODGE, 
JR. 


Mr.  President  and  Delegates: 

I  appreciate  the  privilege  of  coming  before  you  to- 
day to  make  my  report  on  the  work  which  the -Com- 
mittee on  Labor  and  Industries  did  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature.  It  is  appropriate  that  I  should 
make  a  report  to  you,  because  no  one  has  a  more  direct 
interest  in  our  work  than  you  have.  It  is  also  a  privi- 
lege for  any  man  interested  in  public  affairs  to  have 
this  access  to  a  group  which  in  its  influence  and  polit- 
ical power  is  surpassed  by  no  other  one  in  Massachu- 
setts. 


The  Committee  on  Labor  and  Industries  has  not,  as 
you  well  know,  always  shown  that  sympathy  with  the 
aims  of  labor  which  you  desire.  I  feel  justified  in  say- 
ing that  in  the  year  just  passed  there  may  have  been 
differences  of  opinion  on  the  method  for  achieving 
your  aims,  but  there  was  approval  of  the  aims  them- 
selves and  a  very  sincere  desire  to  promote  them. 

The  Senate  chairman  of  the  Committee  is  one  of 
your  own  number,  a  man  acquainted  through  a  life- 
time of  active  union  work  with  your  problems.  You  all 
know  Jim  Meehan  so  well  that  I  need  not  describe  him 
to  you,  although  I  would  like  to  say  for  my  own  sake 
that  it  was  a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  associated  with  him 
and  that  we  cooperated  at  all  times,  although  there 
were  plenty  who  predicted — -and  some  who  hoped — that 
we  would  have  a  falling  out.  We  both  felt  that  the  job 
facing  us  was  bigger  than  any  one  man  and  we  both 
acted  accordingly. 

The,  House  chairman,  that  is  myself,  came  to  the  job 
with  much  less  knowledge  of  the  problems  which  he 
would  confront.  About  all  that  I  had  were  solemn 
warnings  that  the  job  was  an  impossible  one.  I  could 
not  take  that  warning  very  seriously  at  the  time  it 
was  made  and  I  certainly  do  not  take  it  seriously  now. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  the  relations  between  employer 
and  employee  were  the  most  important  single  problem 
facing  the  United  States  and  that  if  this  problem  was 
hopeless  then  the  future  of  the  country  was  hopeless 
too.     This  I  refused  to  admit. 

It  is  true,  as  I  have  just  said,  that  I  did  not  have 
the  benefit  of  the  Senate  chairman's  long  association 
with  organized  labor.  On  the  other  hand  my  only  ex- 
perience of  industry  was  as  an  employee,  having  worked 
in  newspapers  all  of  my  adult  life.  While  ignorant  of 
many  things,  I  had  a  keen  and  personal  knowledge  of 
the  importance  of  an  adequate  wage,  of  hours  which 
were  on  a  human  basis  and  of  working  conditions  in 
which  a  man  could  preserve  his  health  and  his  spirit. 
I  know  too  the  importance  of  security — of  being  able 
to  make  reasonable  plans  for  the  future.  I  may  also 
say  that  the  district  which  twice  honored  me  by  send- 
ing me  to  the  State  House  is  composed  in  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  working  people  and  that  if  they 
had  not  thought  that  I  had  these  causes  at  heart  they 
would  certainly  not  have  voted  for  me. 

I  approached  the  job  with  two  distinct  convictions. 
One  was  that  if  words  and  promises  and  rantings  and 
roarings  could  give  labor  what  it  wants,  every  work- 
ingman  would  indeed  be  a  king  today.  Consequently  I 
believed  that  actions  were  more  important  than  words. 
In  my  two  previous  years  I  had  heard  many  brave 
labor  speeches  and  seen  many  consistent  labor  votes. 
The  one  thing  I  had  not  seen  were  big  labor  results. 
A  measure  might  pass  the  House  only  to  be  killed  in 
the  Senate.  It  might  pass  the  Senate  only  to  be'  lost  in 
the  House  in  some  last  minute  shuffle.  It  might  pass 
both  branches  and  meet  a  Governor's  veto. 
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In  politics  it  is  easier  to  talk  than  to  do.  You  get  a 
lot  of  applause  if  you  land  on  the  front  page  and  you 
get  none  at  all  for  hours  of  quiet  work.  But  the  road 
to  reform  is  not  plastered  with  the  front  page  stories. 
It  is  easier  to  come  otit  openly  for  some  proposition 
that  suits  you  perfectly  but  which  has  no  chance  of 
adoption  than  it  is  to  negotiate  a  compromise  which  will 
eventually  be  enacted  into  law. 

The  Committee  took  the  latter  course.  Where  the 
Committee  had  only  ten  bills  before  it  in  1926,  in  the 
year  just  passed  it  had  more  than  a  hundred.  More 
than  half  of  these  related  to  workmen's  compensation 
and  I  think  that  in  this  field  we  did  some  good.  As  a 
result  of  the  Committee's  work  it  is  no  longer  possible 
for  a  man  injured  in  industry  to  get  an  average  weekly 
wage  as  low  as  fifty  cents.  Due  to  our  work  a  man 
who  is  totally  disabled  in  industry  gets  paid  as  long  as 
he  is  totally  disabled.  Another  measure  should  give 
the  workman  suffering  from  some  obscure  occupational 
disease  the  best  medical  treatment  available  anywhere. 
We  increased  the  amount  which  a  man  can  obtain  for 
a  specific  injury  to  some  one  part  of  his  body.  We 
took  steps  jto  speed  up  the  trial  of  cases  in  the  courts 
because  of  our  belief  that  the  injured  workman,  of  all 
people,  can  least  afford  to  wait.  We  raised  the  amount 
paid  when  a  man  dies  without  dependents.  We  abol- 
ished the  "serious  and  wilful  misconduct"  disqualifica- 
tion where  payments  to  widows  are  concerned. 

The  noteworthy  thing  here  is  that  some  of  these 
measures  were  advocated  for  fifteen  years  and  that  now 
they  are  not  an  aspiration,  but  a  fact.  The  reason 
for  this,  I  believe,  lies  in  the  fact  that  representatives 
of  industry  agreed  to  them.  This  meant  that  once  we 
had  reported  them  there  would  not  be  the  usual  or- 
ganized sniping  in  House  and  Senate  or  the  frequent 
veto  by  a  Governor.  This  illustrates  my  point  that 
there  is  no  object  in  committee  reports  which  do  not  get 
results.  If  we  had  reported  these  measures  and  then 
they  had  been  defeated,  I  could  have  come  to  you  today 
with  a  pretty  looking  set  of  resolutions  or  declarations 
of  sentiment.  But  you  cannot  eat  declarations  of  sen- 
timent and  you  cannot  pay  doctors  bills  with  resolu- 
tions. 

There  were  a  great  many  other  matters.  We  reported 
the  unemployment  compensation  bill,  as  approved  by 
the  representative  of  your  organization.  We  extended 
the  principle  of  the  48-hour  law  to  cover  virtually 
every  woman  employed  in  industry  in  Massachusetts. 
We  extended  the  principle  which  comes  down  to  us 
from  the  Bible  that  a  man,  be  he  a  watchman  or  a 
janitor,  is  entitled  to  one  day's  rest  in  seven.  We 
furthered  the  principle  that  people  have  a  right  to  be 
paid  weekly.  Anticipating  the  breakdown  of  the  NRA 
we  reported  legislation  strengthening  our  State  mini- 
mum wage  law.  We  prolonged  the  life  of  the  Commis- 
sion on  Interstate  Compacts  with  a  view  to  preventing 
as  much  as  possible  the  undercutting  of  Massachusetts 
business  and  hence  Massachusetts  employment  by  the 
chiseling  practices  of  other  States 


There  in  brief  is  our  record,  which  I  am  glad  to  lay 
before  you.  It  has  strengthened  my  conviction  that 
labor  is  better  served  by  men  who,  when  they  agree  to 
do  something,  go  through  to  the  very  limit  than  it  is 
by  men  who  promise  everything  and  then  forget.  My 
own  experience  as  a  voter  is  that  I  have  never  seen 
a  public  man  and  never  expect  to  see  one  who  agrees 
with  me  about  everything,  but  that  my  vote  will  go  to 
the  man  who  may  not  give  his  word  often,  but  will 
"deliver  the  goods"  when  he  does  give  it. 

My  experience  has  also  led  me  to  believe  a  few  other 
things.  One  is  that  any  good  thing  can  be  carried  so 
far  that  it  kicks  back  on  itself.  For  example,  we  all 
approve  the  minimum  wage  principle  to  prevent  sweat- 
shops, but  we  have  learned,  I  think,  that  the  minimum 
can  become  the  maximum  if  too  much  reliance  is  placed 
on  it.  We  can  all  favor  unemployment  compensation 
remembering,  however,  that  if  carried  too  far  it  will 
cause  every  employer  to  hesitate  so  long  before  he 
hires  a  man  that  it  may  actually  create  unemployment. 
We  favor  adequate  payments  to  men  injured  in  in- 
dustry, but  we  know  that  these  can  be  carried  to  a  point 
where  they  impose  a  burden  on  industry  which  retards 
employment  and  hurts  the  worker  who  does  not  get 
injured. 

I  realize  that  this  factor  of  competition  by  other 
States  has  been  used  as  a  smokescreen  to  obscure  every 
reform  and  I  think  Bob  Watt  will  back  me  up  when 
I  say  that  I  am  not  over-impressed  by  it.  But  I  do 
believe  that  there  is  real  truth  in  it.  It  is  just  like  the 
Constitution,  which  some  groups  seem  to  think  is  their 
own  special  preserve.  I  must  confess  that  I  am  just 
a  little  angered  when  I  see  the  Constitution  described 
as  a  device  to  sweat  labor  or  suppress  free  speech.  I 
shall  continue  to  believe  that  the  Constitution  means 
what  it  says  and  that  the  men  who  wrote  it  were  on 
the  level  about  it.  I  shall  not  regard  it  as  unpatriotic 
to  suggest  and  promote  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  is  to  me  a  guide  post  for  future  action  and 
not  a  hitching  post  for  inaction. 

In  conclusion  let  me  apologize  for  taking  so  much 
time  in  describing  the  work  of  our  Committee.  While 
it  represents  a  good  deal  of  work  I  realize  how  small  it 
seems  compared  with  the  major  problems  confronting 
American  labor.  Reading  American  history  and  the 
history  of  your  organization,  what  an  opportunity  and 
what  a  responsibility  confronts  you!  Only  a  few  years 
ago,  a  labor  organizer — and  I  imagine  there  are  many 
here  who  will  bear  me  out — ^was  faced  with  a  steady 
stream  of  foreign  labor  with  whom  he  often  was  un- 
able to  make  himself  understood  and  who  could  be 
counted  on  to  accept  wages  which  would  depress  the 
general  level.  His  own  membership  often  had  the  pros- 
pect of  moving  away  to  better  things.  It  must  have 
been  hard  to  keep  a  bona  fide  labor  movement  going. 

Today  immigration  has  ceased  and  at  the  present 
time  there  seems  to  be  no  alternative  confronting  any 
of  us  other  than  that  of  staying  where  we  are  and  mak- 
ing the  best  of  it.     For  all  of  our  history  we  Ameri- 
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cans  have  been  able  to  move  on.  We  have  not  had  to 
sit  down  and  wrestle  with  difficult  social  problems.  For 
the  first  time  in  our  history  we  must  learn  to  live  with 
ourselves.  This  means  that  every  element  in  the  com- 
munity must  learn  the  art  of  give  and  take.  It  means 
that  every  group  must  be  represented  by  the  best  men 
it  has.  At  one  time  we  could  afford — or  thought  we 
could — to  have  misfits,  lazy  men  or  racketeers  in  poli- 
tics, in  business  in  labor  and  in  industry — -men  who 
scratched  the  surface  of  things,  who  skimmed  the 
cream  and  then  "called  it  a  day."  We  bred  a  lot  of 
shallow  self-seekers.  The  men  who  could  be  counted 
on  to  be  just  and  to  be  thorough  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween and  if  we  had  had  them  we  might  have  escaped 
the  worst  part  of  this  depression.  Men  who  are  just 
and  men  who  will  work  hard  enough  to  translate  justice 
into  tangible  results — is  not  that  what  we  need? 

This  is  as  true  in  labor  circles  as  it  is  in  my  own 
field  of  politics  and  I  would  not  be  surprised  to  be 
shown  that  there  are  more  such  men  in  your  field  than 
^h-^re  are  in  mine.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  believe 
that  the  future  of  organized  labor  does  not  lie  in  ex- 
changing the  advantages  of  independent  bargaining 
for  the  temporary  gains  derived  from  legislation.  I 
believe  with  Samuel  Gompers  and  Matthew  Woll  that 
while  the  government  has  a  clear  duty  in  these  ques- 
tions and  must  discharge  its  duty  to  the  full,  that  you 
run  a  grave  risk  when  you  depend  too  much  on  govern- 
ment. It  may  be  all  right  to  be  under  the  govern- 
ment's thumb,  when  the  thumb  is  that  of  a  friendly 
hand.    But  how  about  the  future? 

With  such  an  able  legislative  agent  as  Bob  Watt  the 
temptation  must  be  strong  to  seelc  legislation  at  the 
expense  of  doing  the  hard  discouraging  work  of  in- 
creasing your  membership  along  the  highways  and 
by-ways.  But  that  must  be  your  principle  aim  and 
your  strongest  weapon.  Let  me  be  perfectly  clear.  I 
am  not  suggesting  that  you  stop  legislative  endeavors. 
There  is  still  much  that  government — particularly  the 
national  government — must  do. 

It  was  that  great  statesman  of  western  Massachu- 
setts, George  Frisbie  Hoar,  who  said  in  1899  that  one 
of  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  was  "to  secure 
for  every  workman  and  for  every  working  woman 
wages  enough  to  support  a  life  of  comfort  and  an  old 
age  of  leisure  and  quiet,  as  befits  those  who  have  an 
equal  share  in  a  self-governing  state."  The  poet,  Walt 
Whitman,  said  that  "the  justification  and  main  pur- 
pose of  these  United  States  are  plowing  up  in  earnest 
the  interminable  average  fallows  of  humanity."  We 
have  not  achieved  these  purposes.  Instead  we  see  a 
tax  burden  falling  principally  on  homes,  which  not 
only  injures  working  men  in  their  capacity  as  home 
owners  and  rent  payers,  but  depresses  the  fundament- 
ally important  building  trades.  We  see  an  increase  in 
living  costs  which  actually  means  that  millions  have 
thereby  had  their  pay  cut.  As  Massachusetts  men  we 
see  our  State,  which  contributed  so  heavily  to  the  na- 
tional  public  works   fund,   receiving  far  less   than   it 


should  receive  either  on  the  basis  of  population  or  of 
need.  All  three  of  these  things  hurt  labor  more  than 
they  hurt  any  other  element. 

Clearly  while  these  conditions  exist — and  I  have  only 
mentioned  a  few — ^you  cannot  be  satisfied.  You  must 
always  be  moving  ahead,  insisting  that  government 
undo  the  harm  which  government  has  done  and  insist- 
ing further  that  government  fulfill  its  function  of  mak- 
ing just  rules  and  enforcing  them  vigorously.  But 
what  I  do  say  is  that  governmental  action  alone  can- 
not achieve  your  purposes.  After  all  is  said  and  done, 
the  best  way  and  the  quickest  way  to  distribute  wealth 
is  in  decent  wages— high  in  terms  of  what  you  can  buy 
with  them.  By  following  this  method  you  not  only 
distribute  wealth;  you  also  create  it. 

From  my  knowledge  of  your  chosen  leaders  I  be- 
lieve that  this  is  your  position  too.  You  do  not  demand 
the  ownership  of  industry.  You  do  not  demand  the 
keeping  of  the  books  or  the  responsibilities  of  manage- 
ment. But  you  do  demand  a  voice  in  the  treatment  of 
the  human  factors.  I  think  you  have  the  right  to  have 
such  a  voice  and  I  believe  further  that  your  own  lead- 
ers are  well  able  to  supply  it.  My  association  with 
them  has  taught  me  that  they  are  sincere,  that  they 
are  industrious,  that  they  are  willing  to  sit  up  into  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning  to  solve  a  problem — and 
that  they  have  the  courage  to  stand  for  what  is  best 
for  their  members,  even  if,  at  first  blush,  it  does  not 
seem  popular.  That  is  why,  Mr.  President  and  gentle- 
men, my  association  with  the  representatives  of  or- 
ganized labor  during  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  the 
enriching  and  highly  prized  experiences  of  my  life. 

Vice  President  Batty,  in  Chair,  in  the  name  of  the 
convention  thanked  Representative  Lodge  for  his  in- 
spiring speech  and  also  for  his  cooperation  on  the 
committee. 

MOTION  by  Delegate  Pearlstein,  News  Drivers  Un- 
ion 259,  Boston,  that  the  first  Order  of  Business  Thurs- 
day morning  be  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Secre- 
tary Treasurer  Legislative  Agent.  Motion  put  to  a 
vote  and  carried  by  the  delegates. 

At  this  time  FRED  J.  DEMPSEY,  General  Secre- 
tary Treasurer  of  the  International  Alliance  of  Theat- 
rical Stage  Employes  and  Moving  Picture  Operators 
was  introduced.  Brother  Dempsey  greeted  the  convention 
on  its  50th  anniversary,  stating  he  was  highly  honored 
by  having  one  of  their  members  as  president  of  the 
State  Federation  and  stated  Brother  Gatelee  had  been 
honored  by  the  International  President  in  having  re- 
ceived appointment  of  International  Representative 
for  New  England.  He  also  felt  honored  in  that  a  good 
friend  of  his  had  been  selected  to  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary, Brother  Robert  Watt,  who  he  stated  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  A.  F  of  L.  held  at  San  Francisco  had 
made  him  feel  proud  that  he  came  from  this  state,  that 
we  in  this  state  could  well  be  proud  of  the  name 
Brother  Watt  had  made  at  the  last  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  Convention.    He  spoke  of  the  law  of  their 
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International  Organization  whereby  all  locals  are  re- 
quested to  affiliate  with  State  Federations  and  Central 
Bodies  which  he  felt  was  a  fundamental  law;  that  he 
understands  there  are  38  locals  unions  of  his  Interna- 
tional present  at  this  convention.  He  stated  the  work 
accomplished  during  the  past  year  by  the  officers  of 
the  State  Federation  was  well  worthy  of  mention.  He 
was  gratified  to  learn  of  the  progress  made  and  to  hear 
the  bills  as  mentioned  by  Senator  Meehan  and  Repre- 
sentative Lodge,  some  of  which  had  been  before  the 
legislature  for  a  good  many  years.  In  the  name  of  his 
International  Organization  he  thanked  the  delegates  for 
the  privilege  of  speaking  and  wished  them  success  in 
all  their  deliberations  and  God  Speed. 


Vice  President  Batty  thanked  Brother  Dempsey 
for  his  very  fine  speech. 

President  Gatelee  at  this  time  resumed  the  chair  and 
advised  the  members  of  the  trip  to  Mt.  Tom,  stating 
the  buses  were  waiting  and  would  take  all  delegates 
and  guests. 

MOTION  at  4.50  p.  m.  to  adjourn  to  reconvene  on 
Thursday,  August  8,  at  10.00  a.  m. 


THURSDAY,  AUGUST  8,   1935 
FOURTH  DAY  — MORNING  SESSION 


President  Gatelee  called  the  session  to  order  at  10.00 
A.  M. 

Delegate  Herman  Koster,  Firemen's  Local  3,  Boston, 
who  had  "been  nominated  for  the  office  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  the  First  District  at  this  time  requested  the 
floor  stating  he  had  thought  the  matter  over  and  wished 
to. withdraw  as  a  Candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  First  District,  thanking  his  friends  for  the 
consideration  they  had  given  him.  Brother  Koster's 
remarks  were  met  with  much  applause  from  the  dele- 
gates. 

President  Gatelee  announced  the  vidthdrawal  of  Dele- 
gate Herman  Koster  as  Candidate  for  Vice  President 
in  the  First  District. 

Secretary  Watt  at  this  time  read  a  telegram  from 
Robert  Hesketh  of  the  Hotel  &  Restaurant  Employees 
Union  as  follows: 

Robert  J.  Watt,  Secretary  Treasurer, 
Massachusetts    State    Federation   of   Labor, 
Springfield  Auditorium, 
Springfield,    Massachusetts. 

ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  HOTEL  AND  RESTAU- 
RANT EMPLOYEES  INTERNATIONAL  ALLI- 
ANCE AND  BARTENDERS  INTERNATIONAL 
LEAGUE  WE  WISH  YOU  A  PROGRESSIVE  AND 
SUCCESSFUL  CONVENTION.  WE  HOPE  OUR 
LOCALS  ARE  REPRESENTED  IN  LARGE  NUM- 
BERS AND  ACTIVE  AS  THEY  GENERALLY  ARE. 
THE  BEST  IN  THE  WORLD  TO  YOU. 

BOB  HESKETH,  Secretary  Treasurer. 

John  F.  Gatelee,  President, 
Massachusetts   State   Federation   of   Labor, 
City  Auditorium, 
Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

CONFERENCE  HERE  PREVENTS  MY  APPEAR- 


ANCE IN  PERSON  BEFORE  YOUR  CONVENTION. 
I  REGRET  MY  INABILITY  TO  BE  PRESENT  AND 
EXPRESS  MY  SINCERE  APPRECIATION  OF  THE 
LOYAL  SUPPORT  AND  COOPERATION  I  HAVE 
RECEIVED  FROM  THE  OFFICIALS  OF  YOUR 
FEDERATION  IN  PROMOTING  THE  UNION  LA- 
BEL AND  UNION  SERVICES.  I  HAVE  ASSIGNED 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENYWCK  TO  PERSONALLY 
REPRESENT  THE  UNION  LABEL  TRADES  DE- 
PARTMENT. BEST  WISHES  FOR  A  SUCCESS- 
FUL CONVENTION. 

L  M.  ORNBURN. 

President  Gatelee  at  this  time  called  upon  Brother 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK  representing  I.  M. 
Ornburn  of  the  Label  Trades  Department  who  spoke  as 
the  personnel  representative. 

Mr.  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  behalf  of  Brother  Ornburn 
greeted  the  delegates  to  this  convention  and  extended 
in  his  behalf  his  sincere  congratulations  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Federation  of  Labor.  He  stated  Brother 
Ornburn  had  expressed  his  extreme  pleasure  as  being 
the  International  President  of  one  of  the  organiza- 
tions that  had  played  a  part  in  the  founding  of  our 
State  Federation.  He  spoke  of  the  work  performed  by 
Secretary  Ornburn  of  the  Label  Trades  Department, 
to  bring  to  all  local  unions,  central  bodies  and  state  fed- 
erations, also  national  and  international  unions  the 
need  for  label  agitation  and  patronage,  in  an  effort  to 
bring  to  the  rank  and  file  the  value  of  such  work.  He 
spoke  of  the  broadcasts  over  the  radio  in  this  behalf, 
of  the  story  carried  forth  to  show  the  difference  be- 
tween American  Union  made  products  and  the  Non- 
Union,  sweat  shop,  child  labor  and  foreign  products 
through  circulars,  posters,  etc.  Spoke  of  the  cooper- 
ation solicited  from  the  women  who  controlled  about 
80%  of  the  spending  money  and  they  had  organized 
Women's  Auxiliaries  in  many  organizations.  He  spoke  of 
the  return  to  activity  of  Union  Label  Sections  in  many 
districts  and  stated  one  could  not  stress  too  strongly 
the  value  of  the  labor  press  as  a  weapon  open  to  or- 
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ganized  labor  to  tell  the  story  of  the  workers  in  their 
struggles  for  better  conditions,  wages  and  economic 
justice.  He  stressed  the  need  of  cooperation  in  this 
work  and  again  brought  the  greetings  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  the  delegates  in  behalf  of  Secretary  Treasurer 
Ornburn  and  thanked  the  convention  for  allowing  him 
to  speak  at  the  convention. 

President  Gatelee  thanked  Brother  Van  Vaerenewyck 
for  his  interesting  speech  and  hoped  the  delegates 
would  carry  back  to  their  respective  locals  the  neces- 
sity of  patronizing  union  labels,  shop  cards  and  but- 
tons. 

President  Gatelee  then  called  on  Chairman  Pearl- 
stein  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Agent's  Report 
to  make  a  report  for  the  Committee. 

LEGISLATIVE  AGENT'S  REPORT 

The  COMMITTEE  ON  SECRETARY  TREASURER 
LEGISLATIVE  AGENT'S  REPORT  begs  leave  to 
submit  the  following: 

BILLS  FAVORED  BY  LABOR  AND  ENACTED 
INTO  LAW 

The  passage  of  Senate  27,  Prevailing  Rate  of  Wages, 
House  2149,  Total  incapacity;  House  2148,  Defining 
average  weekly  wages;  House  2150,  Compensation  for 
Specific  Injuries;  House  2151,  Serious  and  willful  mis- 
conduct; House  717,  Accident  Records;  Senate  268, 
Industrial  Disease  Report;  House  1402,  Employers' 
Reports;  House  2217,  Safeguarding  compensation  law; 
Senate  510,  Written  assent  by  the  Injured  Employee 
for  discontinuance;  House  2204,  Compensation  to  de- 
pendents of  deceased  minor  employees;  House  1280,  re: 
notices  from  employers  not  insured  under  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act;  House  2146,  re:  Amount  to  be  paid 
into  Commonwealth's  Treasury  in  certain  industrial 
accident  cases;  House  2147,  reference  to  certain  in- 
dustrial accident  cases  to  Industrial  Disease  Referees; 
House  195-2110,  Weekly  Payment  of  Wages;  Senate 
492,  One  day's  rest  in  seven  for  firemen;  House  1619, 
One  day's  rest  in  Seven  for  Watchmen  and  Guards  in 
bank;  House  133,  Pick  clocks  on  Looms;  House  530,  48 
hour  law  for  women;  House  2269,  48  hour  law  for 
State  Employees;  House  2203,  Attachment  of  Wages; 
Senate  132  and  House  2250,  State  Examiners  of  Elec- 
tricians; House  456,  Ventilation  in  garages;  House 
1112,  Advertising  during  a  strike;  House  1905,  Dis- 
crimination against  elderly  workers;  House  1872, 
Interstate  Compact  Commission;  House  2013,  Minimum 
Wage  Law;  House  332,  Industrial  Life  Insurance; 
House  1943,  Foreign  Embargoes;  House  1678,  Unfair 
Competition  in  Shoe  Industry;  House  93,  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance;  House  435,  Unemployment  Insurance; 
House  962,  Profits  out  of  War — is  an  achievement,  the 
crowning  glory  of  which  was  the  passage  of  House 
2234,  the  Anti-Injunction  Bill.  If  no  other  legislation 
would  have  passed,  the  passage  of  House  2234  justified 
all  our  many  years  of  effort. 

Report  Approved  and  Adopted. 


The  following  measures,  at  the  time  of  writing  this 
report,  had  received  a  favorable  committee  report,  and 
were  pending  before  either  House  or  Senate. 

House  2225:  Report  of  Special  Commission  on  Un- 
employment Insurance,  Reserves  and  Benefits. 

Senate  61:  Raising  the  School  Age. 
House  2212:    Housing  Legislation. 
House  2144:    Old  Age  Pensions. 
Report  Approved  and  Adopted. 

BILLS  OPPOSED  BY  LABOR  AND  DEFEATED 

House  1274,  1284  and  1286  are  perennial  bills  sub- 
mitted annually  by  the  insurance  interests  in  an  at- 
tempt to  break  down  the  provisions  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act.  The  legislative  agent  has  seen  so 
many  of  these  bills  brought  up  that  he  is  able  to  spot 
them  and  they  usually  live  a  very  short  life.  These  are 
the  type  of  bills  we  can  expect  to  have  with  us  as  long 
as  insurance  interests  can  fool  the  Associated  Indus- 
tries into  believing  that  they  have  a  common  interest 
in  such  legislation. 

Senate  82  is  the  type  of  act  than  can  be  expected  to 
be  presented  annually  in  some  form  or  other  as  it  seeks 
to  establish  the  open  shop  on  all  road  building  and  pub- 
lic works  by  removing  any  control  over  the  contractor. 
This  bill  not  only  favors  open  shop  conditions  but  would 
create  a  situation  of  endless  confusion  and  make  ex- 
tremely difficult  decent  conditions  in  the  building  indus- 
try. 

House  923  is  a  clumsy  attempt  to  create  jobs  for  a 
small  group  and  upon  analysis  it  shows  that  officials 
appointed  would  have  the  power  to  throw  thousands  out 
of  work  by  making  welding  a  separate  trade  and  by 
setting  up  exorbitant  license  fees  both  for  employers 
and  employees.  It  would  have  disrupted  thousands  of 
small  places  of  business  and  would  have  prohibited 
thousands  of  men  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  the 
building  industry  from  following  that  occupation.  The 
vigorous  and  spirited  opposition  of  the  building  trades 
and  of  the  legislative  agent  to  this  bill  was  a  striking 
demonstration  of  the  quickness  with  which  labor  can 
rise  to  defend  its  interests. 

Approved   and  Adopted. 

BILL  OPPOSED  BY  LABOR  AND  ENACTED 
INTO   LAW 

With  regard  to  Senate  537,  Teachers  Oath  Bill,  your 
committee  feels  that  adequate  recognition  should  be 
given  to  the  work  of  your  legislative  agent  in  cham- 
pioning the  cause  of  the  Mass.  Teachers  in  fighting  the 
Teachers  Cath  Bill.  It  was  due  to  his  spirited  opposi- 
tion almost  single  handed  that  this  bill  which  is  op- 
posed to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
was  given  an  airing  and  not  railroaded  through  the 
legislature.  In  his  opposition  of  this  bill  our  legislative 
agent  was  subjected  to  the  most  unjustifiable  and  dis- 
gracefvil  personal  vilification.    Despite  this  he  did  not 
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flinch  in  his  duty.  The  major  problem  before  the  teach- 
ers of  America  today  is  that  of  academic  freedom.  If 
the  schools  are  to  realize  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  founded,  namely,  to  perpetuate  democracy,  teach- 
ers must  not  only  be  allowed,  they  must  be  encouraged 
critically  to  examine  all  controversial  subjects  and 
freely  to  express  their  opinions  and  conclusions  on  them. 
The  American  Federation  of  Teachers  opposes  bills  of 
this  type  because,  first,  loyalty  oaths  are  one  of  the 
steps  toward  a  regimented  or  coordinated  American 
Fascist  state;  secondly,  loyalty  oaths  insult  the  teach- 
ing profession  whose  record  of  loyalty  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned; thirdly,  oaths  undermine  academic  freedom, 
hampering  discussion,  shackling  critical  study,  creating 
fear;  fourthly,  oaths  sap  the  morale  and  professional 
integrity  of  teachers;  fifth,  oaths  give  reactionary  ad- 
ministrators a  weapon  for  penalizing  or  discharging 
teachers  who,  as  citizens,  take  the  progressive  and 
labor  point  of  view  on  social  legislation. 

May  we  call  attention  to  the  courageous  stand  of 
former  Governor  Alfred  E.  Smith  who  in  vetoing  a  sim- 
ilar bill  said:  "It  limits  the  teaching  staff  of  the  pub- 
lic school  to  those  only  who  lack  the  courage,  or  the 
mind  to  exercise  their  legal  right  to  just  criticism  of 
existing  institutions." 

In  concluding  our  comments  on  this  bill  we  feel  that 
we  would  not  be  faithful  to  the  principles  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  if  we  regarded  this  unfavor- 
able action  of  the  1935  legislature  as  final. 

Report  Approved  and  Adopted. 

BILLS   FAVORED   BY   LABOR  AND    DEFEATED 

In  regard  to  Senate  Bill  39,  Child  Labor  Amendment, 
while  it  is  regrettable  this  legislation  was  defeated,  we 
believe  the  bill  is  a  meritorious  one  and  is  part  of  the 
general  legislative  program  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  we  therefore 

Recommend  that  the  incoming  officers  continue  their 
efforts  for  the  passage  of  this  legislation. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

State  Fund  Workmen's  Compensation,  House  Bills 
340  and  2145.  In  view  of  our  experience  this  year  we 
recommend  that  the  executive  council  be  authorized  to 
secure  competent  advice  and  to  draft  a  new  bill  pro- 
viding for  a  State  Fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation 
which  will  meet  the  present  needs  of  the  injured  wage 
earners. 

We  further  Recommend  that  the  executive  council  be 
instructed  to  report  back  their  findings  and  proposed 
legislation  to  the  next  convention  for  the  consideration 
of  the  delegates. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

House  357 — We  Recommend  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  our  Legislative  Agent  on  the  question  of  Em- 
ployment of  Minors  be  adopted. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 


House  1136 — We  Recommend  that  our  Legislative 
Agent  be  instructed  to  continue  his  effort  for  the  regu- 
lation of  private  employment  agencies. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

House  Bills  1456  —  903  —  904  —  1314  —  1647  — 
1002  —  832  —  2115  and  Senate  Bill  246.  The  various 
bills  which  are  shown  in  the  report  which  were  filed 
as  individual  bills  by  various  trades  and  Central  Labor 
Unions,  will  no  doubt  be  filed  next  year  by  some  of 
these  same  organizations  individually. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Time  was  when  it  was  necessary  to  solicit  contri- 
butions from  delegates  to  help  liquidate  the  financial 
burden  that  was  pressing  at  the  vitals  of  our  organi- 
zation. Happily  that  condition  has  passed.  A  perusal 
of  the  statement  by  the  certified  public  accountant 
of  the  finances  of  the  Federation,  shows  a  healthy 
financial  structure. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  gone  through  5 
years  of  the  most  serious  depression  the  world  has 
ever  seen  we  feel  that  the  present  condition  of  our 
state  organization  is  a  miraculous  achievement  when 
we  find  that  there  are  more  paid  up  affiliations  now 
than  in  many  years  and  that  instead  of  being  in  debt 
to  the  tune  of  some  thousands  of  dollars,  as  we  were 
a  few  years  ago,  we  find  that  all  of  that  indebtedness 
has  been  wiped  out  and  your  organization  is  now  in 
a  sound  healthy  financial  condition  with  funds  in  re- 
serve. All  of  this  has  been  accomplished  during  a 
period  when  the  activities  of  your  organization  and 
its  officers  have  increased  manifold. 

Report  Approved   and  Adopted. 

We  call  your  special  attention  to  the  conclusions 
on  page  42  of  the  report  of  your  Legislative  Agent 
which  should  bring  to  the  mind  of  every  delegate 
how  very  thoroughly,  practically  every  subject  vital 
to  the  life  of  the  organization  and  its  affiliated  or- 
ganizations has  been  given  attention  and  covered, 
this  to  our  mind  shows  thoroughness  of  effort  and 
application  of  business  policies  to  the  affairs  of  the 
movement  as  a  whole. 

It  is  the  conclusion  of  your  committee  that  the  ac- 
complishments of  your  Legislative  Agent,  working  in 
harmony  and  unity  with  the  other  officers  of  your  or- 
ganization, and  building  up  that  harmony  and  unity 
with  the  representatives  of  Labor  in  all  sections  of 
the  state  as  well  as  nationally,  has  been  marvelous, 
when  you  consider  that  in  addition  to  the  other  im- 
provements in  our  organization  we  have  secured  more 
necessary  workable  legislation  during  the  past  year 
than  has  been  secured  during  the  past  two  decades. 
We  stress  this  point  as  forcibly  as  possible  because 
we  feel  that  it  is  hard  for  the  average  delegate  to 
grasp  the  significance  of  it  all  and  its  full  meaning 
to  the  future  of  our  affiliated  organizations  and  their 
members.     Therefore  we   say  that  our  words  cannot 
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fully  express  our  approval  of  the  report  of  your  legis- 
lative agent  and  the  accomplishments  of  the  past  year. 

A.   PEARLSTEIN,   Chairman, 

Newspaper  Chauffeurs  259,  Boston. 

MARY  V.  MURPHY,  Secretary, 
Musicians  9,  Boston. 

THOMAS  F.  BURNS, 

United  Rubber  Workers  18363,  Chi- 
copee. 

CHARLES  D.   KEAVENEY, 

Electrical  Workers  622,  Lynn. 

JOHN  D.  CONNORS 

New  Bedford  C.L.U. 
HAROLD    W.    FAULKNER 

Federation  of  Teachers  230,  North- 
ampton. 

CHARLES  B.  CAMPFIELD 

Machinists    264,    Boston. 
FRANK   SMITH 

Cambridge  C.L.U. 
ROBERT   STRACHAN 

Gas  &  Coke  Ees.  18538,  Everett. 
M.  F.  DONOVAN, 

Gas  Plant  Workers  19139,  Lawrence. 
A.  MARCIEUX 

Painters  257,   Springfield. 
JACOB  BLUME 

Amal.    Clothing    Workers,    Boston. 
JOHN  M.  SULLIVAN 

Teamsters  25,  Boston. 

JOHN  F.  PERKINS 

Typographical  13,  Boston. 
EDWARD   M.   FOLEY, 

Moving  Picture   Operators   397, 
Haverhill. 

CHRIS  LANE 

Hotel  &  Rest.  Ees.  34,  Boston. 
JOHN  J.  FLYNN 

Metal  Polishers  95,  Boston. 

MOTION  by  Chairman  Pearlstein  that  the  Com- 
mittee's report  as  a  whole  be  adopted.  Motion  was 
put  to  a  vote  and  declared  unanimously  carried  by 
President  Gatelee. 

DELEGATE  MICHAEL  J.  HINES,  Bottlers  and 
Drivers  122,  Boston,  was  called  upon  at  this  time  and 
spoke  on  a  subject  of  great  importance,  especially  to 
his  organization  as  well  as  to  the  health  of  all  mem- 
bers of  organized  labor.  He  spoke  of  the  canned  beer 
now  being  placed  on  sale,  told  of  the  difference  in  the 
brewing  of  the  beer,  the  containers  which  were  dif- 
ferent, etc.,  and  stated  it  was  not  a  healthy  article 
to  purchase.  Also  that  through  this  many  men  would 
be  thrown  out  of  work.  He  urged  the  members  of  or- 
ganized labor  to  continue  patronizing  the  beers  manu- 
factured under  wholesome,  healthy  conditions  by  union 
men,  beer  which  could  be  seen,  beer  which  was  put 


into  bottles  sterilized  and  not  into  cans  which  would 
spoil  the  article  and  would  also  hurt  the  organization 
a  great  deal  and  he  hoped  when  any  such  commodity 
was  brought  into  a  district  that  the  members  of  or- 
ganized labor  would  refuse  to  patronize  the  same. 

COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORT 

Called  upon  Chairman  Harry  Russell  of  the  COM- 
MITTEE on  OFFICERS'  REPORT. 

Brother  Russell  suggested  the  delegates  follow  the 
report  along  with  the  copy  of  the  Officers'  Reports  on 
the  tables  as  the  same  would  be  given  item  by  item. 
The  first  caption  acted  upon  was 

ORGANIZATION 

Any  success  which  we  may  achieve  as  workers  can 
be  obtained  only  through  organization.  We  must  con- 
tinue to  preach  the  gospel  of  working  class  unity  on  as 
an  intensive  scale  as  possible  and  enlist  the  fullest  co- 
operation of  every  bona-fide  labor  union  to  the  end 
that  a  well  disciplined  and  militant  labor  movement 
may  be  firmly  established.  An  intelligent,  militant 
and  democratically  organized  Labor  Movement  is  the 
best  security  for  the  preservation  of  our  present  demo- 
cratic institutions. 

Approved    and    Adopted. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

Your  Committee  is  firmly  convinced  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  shorter  work  week  would  aid  con- 
siderably in  relieving  the  deplorable  situation  with 
which  the  workers  are  confronted.  We  are  painfully 
aware  of  the  cruel  and  heartless  forces  which  in  their 
mad  chase  for  profits  will  oppose  shorter  working 
hours,  irrespective  of  whether  their  greedy  anti-social 
outlook,  may  not  in  time  bring  about  a  collapse  of  the 
present  social  order.  Their  motto  seems  to  be  "After 
us  the  deluge."  We  agree  with  your  officers  that  "Or- 
ganized Labor  should  throw  its  full  weight  into  the 
battle  so  that  every  man  and  woman  in  this  country 
who  wishes  to  work  ....  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  do  so." 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE 

Your  Committee  agrees  with  the  recommendation 
of  your  officers  and  are  unalterably  opposed  to  un- 
employment reserves  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Wm.  L. 
Stoddard  in  a  minority  report  of  the  Special  Com- 
mission on  Unemployment  Insurance. 

MOTION  to  adopt  committee's  report. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Kearney,  Local  34,  Hotel 
and  Restaurant  Employees  Union,  Boston,  stated  the 
report  did  not  mention  contributory  or  non-contribu- 
tory insurance  and  he  felt  the  State  Federation  should 
go  on  record  as  favoring  non-contributory  insurance 
and  opposed  to  any  contributory  insurance  on  the  part 
of  the  worker. 
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President  Gatelee  stated  the  question  was  that  of 
adopting  the  principle  of  "unemployment  insurance" 
and  not  the  kind  of  insurance  and  that  there  was 
ajiother  recommendation  on  the  same. 

Brother  Kearney  again  on  the  floor  felt  this  would 
be  the  proper  time  to  insert  such  "kind  of  insurance." 
He  was  granted  privilege  by  the  President  to  speak 
on  the  same  even  though  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Agent's  Report  had  been  adopted. 
Brother  Kearney  offered  at  this  time  the  following 
amendment  to  the  motion: 

'  AMENDMENT  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
and  the  Joint  Report  of  the  Officers  as  shown  on  page 
4  in  the  last  paragraph  have  inserted  the  word  before 
"unemployment  insurance",  the  word  "non-contribu- 
tory" so  that  it  will  read  that  the  "state  federation 
of  labor  endorse  the  principle  of  non-contributory  un- 
employment insurance."  Amendment  was  seconded. 

A  point  of  order  was  called  for  by  Delegate  Mc- 
Laren stating  as  the  Federation  had  gone  on  record 
last  year  in  favor  of  "contributory"  insurance  we  had 
no  right  to  change  same.  President  Gatelee  stated 
that  a  convention  could  change  or  alter  action  of  a 
previous  convention  and  stated  the  point  of  order  not 
well  taken. 

Chairman  Russell  in  speaking  for  the  committee, 
read  the  report  again  advising  they  had  not  recom- 
mended any  kind  of  insurance,  whether  contributory 
or  non-contributory,  but  rather  felt  the  principle  of 
unemployment  insurance  was  the  question  before  the 
body  to  decide  whether  to  adopt  the  principle  of  un- 
employment insurance.  The  report  also  contained  a 
resolve  as  against  reserves,  and  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment, he  felt,  would  place  the  legislative  agent  in  an 
embarrassing  position  and  might  halt  the  progress  of 
the  same  and  he  hoped  the  Officers'  Report  would  be 
adopted. 

Delegate  Kearney  spoke  at  length  on  the  amend- 
ment stating  it  had  taken  years  of  hard  work  to  ac- 
complish legislation  favorable  to  labor,  spoke  of  the  dan- 
ger of  having  a  contributory  unemployment  insurance, 
which  was  adopted  at  the  last  convention  and  spoke 
of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  the  Pension  Law, 
the  Old  Age  Law,  all  of  which  were  non-contributory 
and  he  felt  the  worker  should  not  contribute  toward 
an  unemployment  insurance  any  more  than  he  did  to 
the  above.  He  felt  the  fault  of  unemployment  should 
be  borne  by  the  employer  the  same  as  the  accident 
in  an  establishment  and  not  to  be  contributed  by  the 
worker.  He  quoted  from  the  law  which  called  for 
payment  of  11/2%  by  the  worker,  3%  by  the  em- 
ployer and  a  further  percentage  by  the  state.  He 
felt  the  burden  of  payment  would  be  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  worker  and  not  the  state  or  the  employer.  He 
went  into  lengthy  detail  on  the  law  and  its  effect  upon 
industry  and  the  worker.  He  wished  to  be  at  this 
time  recorded  as  against  any  contributory  unemploy- 


ment insurance   system  in   Massachusetts   and  hoped 
the  amendment  would  prevail. 

Secretary    Watt,    Lawrence    Central    Labor    Union, 
took  the  floor  at  this  time  feeling  there  was  an  honor- 
able  disagreement  on  this  question  of  opinion  in  the 
American     Trade     Union     Movement     in     regard     to 
whether   unemployment   insurance   should   be  contribu- 
tory or  non-contributory.   In   Massachusetts  the   State 
Federation   of   Labor   first   introduced   such   legislation 
in   1916;    the   national  American   Federation   of   Labor 
opposed    any    form    of    unemployment    insurance    until 
the    1932    convention    at    Cincinnati.     Last    year    they 
realized   it  was  an  extremely  important  measure   and 
in  his  report  from  which  he  quoted  he  spoke  of  this 
legislation.     He    stated    Brother    Kearney    had    a   very 
sound   argument    against    contributory    insurance,    but 
he  felt  all  monies  put  into  the  contributory  insurance 
fund  would  be  used  for  that  purpose  only  and  not  a 
cent  would  be  used  for  administration.    He  stated  the 
commonwealth  would   pay,  the  employer  and  the   em- 
ployee, and  the  money  would  be  used  for  unemployed 
workers  only.    He  spoke  of  the  three  most  progressive 
federations  in  the  country  which  had  already  adopted 
such    systems;    spoke    of    the    commission    which    had 
been    appointed    of   which   he    was    a    member,    where 
meetings   had  been   called  to  get   the   opinions   of  the 
workers  on  this  all  important  question  and  there  had 
been  no  opposition  by  labor  to  a  contributory  system. 
He    spoke   of  the   amount  allowed,   $15   for   16  weeks. 
He  stated  the  only  decent  unemployment  insurance  bill 
which    had    been    introduced    and   which    would    really 
give    to    the    worker    anything   was    the    Lundeen    bill 
which  was  a  real  bill.    Stated  however,  whichever  way 
the  convention  voted  he  would  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions and  felt  at  this  time  having  a  bill  on  the  statute 
books  would  make  it  so  much  easier  to  accomplish  a 
better  piece  of  legislation  later  on. 

Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters,  Boston,  stated  the 
question  needed  much  consideration;  that  the  em- 
ployee and  labor  should  have  a  right  to  say  something 
on  the  matter  and  if  it  were  a  non-contributory  sys- 
tem then  labor  would  not  have  any  right  in  the  same. 
He  hoped  the  same  would  be  given  careful  considera- 
tion. 

Delegate  Mclnnis,  Boilermakers,  Boston  stated  the 
Central  Labor  Union  of  Boston  had  gone  on  record  as 
favoring  non-contributory  unemployment  insurance. 
He  felt  that  the  honest  opinion  of  the  majority  of  dele- 
gates at  this  convention  was  against  contributory  un- 
employment insurance. 

Delegate  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  Boston,  fav- 
ored the  amendment  as  proposed  by  Delegate  Kearney, 
stating  according  to  the  law  now  proposed,  the  em- 
ployee would  be  asked  to  contribute  1%%,  the  em- 
ployer 3%,  but  knowing  that  the  employer  would  never 
lose  anything  on  such  an  adventure,  it  would  mean  the 
employee  would  be  taxed  4%%  rather  than  1%%  as 
the  employer  would  put  his  amount  into  the  price  to 
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the  consumer,  thus  causing  so  much  more  to  be  paid 
by  the  consumer.  He  spoke  also  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Law,  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Law  and 
the  Pension  Law  and  stated  there  was  no  contribu- 
tion on  the  part'  of  the  recipients  toward  this  fund 
and  felt  we  should  not  go  on  record  as  favoring  con- 
tributory unemployment  insurance  and  he  hoped  the 
amendment  as  proposed  by  Delegate  Kearney  would 
prevail. 

Delegate  McLaren,  Stone  Masons  Local  9,  Boston, 
spoke  of  the  argument  put  up  by  Delegate  Kearney, 
stated  the  action  of  the  last  convention  had  been  fav- 
oring contributory  insurance  during  unemployment 
and  he  hoped  the  report  of  the  committee  would  be 
adopted  by  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mitee  stated  there  was  a  resolution  No.  68,  introduced 
by  delegates  from  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union, 
dealing  with  that  matter  and  at  this  time  offered  the 
following  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  AMENDMENT: 

"That  the  subject  matter  of  employee  contribution 
be  referred  to  the  Resolution  Committee." 

Delegate  Kearney  stated  he  had  no  objection  to  such 
amendment  if  it  did  not  deprive  discussion  later  on. 

The  same  was  changed  to  read  as  follows:  MOTION 
as  Amended — "that  the  subject  matter  of  unemploy- 
ment insurance  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Res- 
olutions and  that  the  amended  motion  of  Delegate 
Kearney  be  placed  on  the  table  pro  tem." 

Delegate  Flaherty,  Painters  11,  Boston,  stated  he 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  Reports  of  Officers 
and  the  reason  they  had  brought  in  this  report  was 
because  they  understood  the  other  subject  matter 
would  be  introduced  in  the  form  of  a  resolution.  He 
felt,  though,  that  this  matter  should  be  given  much 
thought  and  consideration  and  hoped  the  delegates 
would  discuss  it. 

The  MOTION  as  amended  was  put  to  a  vote  at  this 
time  and  carried,  same  being  referred  to  the  Resolu- 
tions Committee. 

Chairman  Russell  of  the  Committee  continued 
further  with  the  report. 

THE   SHORTER  WORK  WEEK 

Your  Committee  is  in  complete  accord  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  your  officers  that  "Now  is  the  opportune 
time  for  Labor  to  fight  militantly  for  the  enactment 
of  the  thirty  hour  week  with  no  reduction  in  weekly 
earnings."  We  pledge  our  unqualified  support  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  the  thirty  hour  week  and 
our  fullest  cooperation  with  any  and  all  trade  unions 
which  are   struggling  towards  this  objective. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 


THE  LABOR  INJUNCTION 

We  agree  with  the  report  relative  to  Labor  Injunc- 
tions and  appreciate  the  team  work  and  cooperation 
displayed  in  the  passage  of  the  Anti-Injunction  Bill 
recently  enacted  into  Law. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

COMPANY  UNIONS 

Your  Committee  is  in  full  agreement  with  your 
Officers'  Report  on  Company  Unions  and  in  this  con- 
nection point  out  that  the  rapid  growth  of  this  un- 
American  fungus  is  a  distinct  menace  to  orderly  social 
progress.  A  company  controlled  organization  of  work- 
ingmen  and  women,  promotes  among  its  members  a 
consciousness  of  fear,  inculcates  a  psychology  of  tim- 
idity and  cowardice  which  is  entirely  foreign  to  the 
traditions  of  the  American  people. 

The  Company  Union  must  be  abolished  root  and 
branch.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  use  every  legitimate 
means  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  worthy  end. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

HOUSING 

Your  Committee  approves  of  your  Officers'  recom- 
mendation that  "The  time  is  very  auspicious  to  make 
housing  one  of  the  State  Federation's  main  objectives." 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

DISCRIMINATION  IN  EMPLOYMENT 

Your  Committee  agrees  with  your  Officers'  Report 
dealing  with  discrimination  in  employment  because 
of  age,  and  we  commend  their  activities  in  behalf  of  a 
State  Fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation,  inasmuch  as 
the  discrimination  practiced  is  wholly  due  to  the 
viscious  anti-social  activities  in  this  field  of  private 
insurance  companies 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

INTER-STATE   COMPACTS 

Your  Committee  feels  that  even  if  nothing  of  a  ma- 
terial benefit  in  the  immediate  future  may  accrue  from 
Inter-State  conferences,  the  educational  value  of  such 
meetings  may  in  time  influence  the  public  of  the  states 
participating  in  such  conferences,  to  demand  the  en- 
actment of  uniform  labor  laws. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

SCHOOLS — WORKERS'  EDUCATION 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  the  recommendation  on 
Schools  and  Workers'  Education.  The  organization  of 
Teachers  is  of  paramount  importance.  Their  influ- 
ence would  be  a  valuable  asset  to  the  Organized  Labor 
Movement.  We  urged  that  our  incoming  Executive 
Boards  make  an  effort  to  co-ordinate  existing  Teachers 
Unions  and  also  a  Co-operative  enterprise  between  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor,  the  Teachers  Union  and 
the  Workers  Education  Bureau. 
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AFFILIATIONS 

It  is   gratifying  to  note  a  further  increase   during 
the  past  year  of  many  new  affiliations. 
Approved  and  Adopted. 

LABOR  PRESS 

Your  Committee  agrees  with  the  recommendation 
and  urge  continued  support  of  local  and  National 
Labor  Papers.  The  influence  of  the  Labor  Press  of 
Worcester  is  far-reaching  and  has  been  instrumental 
in  promoting  a  better  understanding  of  Labor's  aims 
and  ideals.  We  need  more  such  papers  not  alone  in 
this  state  but  throughout  the  country. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

REGIONAL  CONFERENCES 

Your     Committee     recommends     their     continuance. 
,  Through  these  conferences  a  better  understanding  of 
political  problems  and  legislation  is  promoted. 
Approved  and  Adopted. 

UNION  LABELS 

Your  Committee  approves  of  the  report  and  urges 
all  members  to  patronize  union-made  products. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
made  and  seconded. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Kearney  spoke  of  the  prog- 
ress which  had  been  made  by  his  organization  since 
the  repeal  of  prohibition.  He  requested  the  patronage 
of  the  delegates  and  the  rank  and  file  of  their  respec- 
tive locals  in  supporting  only  those  restaurants,  hotels, 
etc.,  where  the  waiters,  waitresses,  cooks  and  bartend- 
ers wear  the  buttons  of  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Employes  organization. 

The  MOTION  was  put  to  a  vote  at  this  time  and  car- 
ried by  the  delegates. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  COLLEGE 
CURRICULUM 

Your  Committee  approves  of  this  report  and  recom- 
mends that  its  provisions  be  carried  out. 
Approved  and  Adopted. 

COMMITTEE  ON  POWER 

Your  Committee  approves  the  report  of  this  Com- 
mittee on  Power  and  urges  for  the  adoption  of  rec- 
ommendations contained  therein. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

1.  Finances — Your  Committee  is  much  pleased  at 
the  healthy  financial  condition  of  the  State 
Branch. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 


2.    New  Affiliations — The  continued  addition  of  new 
affiliations    is   highly   encouraging. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

BIENNIAL  SESSIONS 

Your  Committee  agrees  with  the  recommendation  of 
your  Executive  Council. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

PRE-PRIMARY    CONVENTION 

Your  Committee  concurs  with  your  Executive  Coun- 
cil that  pre-primary  conventions  are  an  undemocratic 
method  of  selecting  candidates  for  Public  Office. 

Approved  and  Adopted. 

CONCLUSION 

The  State  Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  is  indeed  fortunate  in  having  during  these  try- 
ing times  John  F.  Gatelee  as  President.  His  militant 
and  courageous  leadership  is  a  tremendous  asset  and 
his  tireless  activity  whether  in  our  legislative  halls 
or  giving  strength  and  encouragement  to  striking 
workmen,  is  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  partial  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  made,  seconded  and  carried. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Hotel  &  Restaurant  Employees 
34  desired  information  as  to  whether  or  not  the  com- 
mittee had  taken  any  action  on  the  question  of  "Day- 
light Saving  Time"  and  was  advised  that  would  be 
taken  up  later. 

MOTION  to  adjourn  at  this  time  to  take  the  con- 
vention photograph,  and  to  reconvene  at  2  o'clock 
P.M.    Motion  carried. 

Adjourned  at  1:00  P.M. 
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FOURTH  DAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Session  called  to  order  by  President  Gatelee  at  2.15 
P.M. 

Chairman  Sidd  of  the  Union  Labels  Committee  was 
called  upon  at  this  time  to  make  report  for  said  com- 
mittee. 


RESOLUTION  24 
"TOBACCO  WORKERS" 

WHEREAS:  the  organized  workers  of  Mass.  have 
been  giving  their  support  to  the  International  Tobacco 
Workers  Union  in  their  request  for  the  patronage  of 
the  products  made  by  their  members  and  bearing  the 
Tobacco  Workers  Union  Label,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Big  Four,  better  known  as  the 
manufacturers  of  Lucky  Strikes,  Old  Gold,  Chester- 
field and  Camel  will  not  allow  their  workers  to  or- 
ganize in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  are  making  mil- 
lions of  dollars  upon  these  poor  unorganized  slaves, 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  thati  we -reaffirm  our  determination  to 
patronize  and  request  those  we  represent  to  do  like- 
wise, all  goods  bearing  the  Union  Label  of  the  Tobacco 
Workers  International  Union  and  that  we  urge  our 
delegates  to  the  convention  here  assembled  to  request 
their  membership  to  carry  this  agitation  for  union 
made  cigarettes  and  tobaccos  to  the  stores  in  the  vicin- 
ities where  they  live  to  the  end  that  union  made  goods, 
cigarettes  and  tobaccos  will  be  on  sale  in  all  stores. 

Submitted  by 

AARON  VELLEMAN,  Stenographers,  14965. 
JOHN  J.  DONAHUE,  Cigar  Clerks  874. 

Committee  approved  resolution  and  MOTION  made 
and  seconded  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Velleman,  Stenographers, 
took  the  floor  speaking  on  the  label  of  the  Tobacco 
Workers,  told  of  the  union  shops  as  compared  with  the 
non  union  shops,  told  of  the  big  four,  Chesterfield,  Old 
Gold,  Camel  and  Lucky  Strike  which  were  all  made 
in  non-union  factories;  urged  the  purchasing  of  all 
tobaccos  and  cigarettes  with  the  label  on  same; 
thanked  at  this  time  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the 
State  Federation,  the  Central  Labor  bodies  throughout 
the  state,  and  the  many  local  unions  who  had  co- 
operated with  him  during  the  four  months  he  had 
been  on  the  road  for  the.  Tobacco  Workers  Interna- 
tional Union  and  he  hoped  the  delegates  would  bring 
back  the  story  to  their  own  local  unions  asking  them 
to  support  the  blue  label  of  the  Tobacco  Workers  In- 
ternational Union. 

Motion  was  at  this  time  put  to  a  vote  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  26 
"BOOT  AND  SHOE  WORKERS" 

WHEREAS:  for  over  25 — twenty-five — years  cer- 
tain shoe  manufacturers  were  in  contractual  relations 
with  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  Union;  and 

WHEREAS:  at  the  present  time  certain  shoe  manu- 
facturers, some  of  them  nationally  advertised,  who  are 
no  longer  permitted  to  use  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers 
Union  Stamp  and  are  stamping  their  shoes  "Union 
Made";   and 

WHEREAS:  we  appeal  to  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention to  use  all  the  means  at  their  disposal  to  offset 
this  subterfuge;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  by  the  delegates  to  this  Fiftieth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  session  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
to  pledge  ourselves  to  promote  the  use  of  the  Boot 
and  Shoe  Workers  Union  Stamp  and  all  other  Union 
Labels  approved  and  endorsed  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to 
the  end  that  we  may  provide  employment  for  trade- 
unionists,  thereby  promoting  and  maintaining  the  sys- 
tem of  collective  bargaining  in  the  industrial  field. 

Submitted  by 

DANIEL  HARRINGTON, 

Brockton  Central  Labor  Union. 

BERNARD   F.  SMITH, 
Local  38  B.  &  S.  W.  U. 

JOHN  L   REARDON, 

Local  40,  Milford  B.  &  W.  Union 

JAMES  O'CONNELL, 

Brockton    Central    Labor   Union. 

Committee  approved  resolution  and  MOTION  made 
and  seconded  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  carried. 


RESOLUTION  44 
"UNION   LABELS" 

WHEREAS:  there  is  a  rule  adopted  by  the  Mass. 
State  Federation  of  Labor  that  all  delegates  shall  have 
at  least  five  labels  on  their  wearing  apparel,  and 

WHEREAS:  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  credential 
committee  to  examine  all  delegates  as  to  whether  or 
not  they  have  the  necessary  number  of  labels,  and 

WHEREAS:  in  the  past  couple  of  years  the  custom 
of  examining  of  delegates  seems  to  have  been  aban- 
doned, therefore  be  it. 

RESOLVED:  that  the  credential  committee  be  in- 
structed   that   at   future   conventions    all    delegates   be 
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examined  and  to  see  to   it  that   each  delegate   shows 
at  least  five  labels  on  his  wearing  apparel. 

Submitted  by 

NATHAN  SIDD, 

United  Garment  Workers. 

ANTHONY  D'AMORE, 

United  Garment  Workers. 

DANIEL  HARRINGTON, 

Martin  J.  Casey  Electrotypers  11. 

Committee  approved  the  Resolution  and  MOTION 
was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Kearney,  Hotel  &  Res- 
taurant Employes  Local  34,  Boston,  wished  to  know 
whether  or  not  there  was  such  a  law  in  the  constitu- 
tion to  which  President  Gatelee  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Delegate  Kearney  then  desired  information  as 
to  whether  this  resolution  was  put  in  because  the  Cre- 
dential Committee  did  not  carry  out  the  law.  Chair- 
man Sidd  of  the  Committee  stated  last  year  at  Boston 
this  law  had  not  been  carried  out  and  this  was  intro- 
duced so  as  to  enforce  the  constitution.  Delegate 
Kearney  felt  the  fact  that  a  delegate  was  supposed 
to  show  5  labels  was  casting  suspicion  on  his  or  her 
ti-ade  unionism.  He  felt  to  come  to  a  convention  once 
a  year  and  to  have  to  show  5  labels  did  not  show  the 
proper  spirit,  for  if  a  man  or  woman  did  not  think, 
talk  and  act  labels  during  the  entire  year,  the  fact  that 
he  came  with  5  labels  in  order  to  be  seated  at  a  con- 
vention did  not  make  him  a  proper  trade  unionist.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  examining  of  a  delegate  for  5 
labels  to  be  seated  at  a  convention.  He  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  defeated,  as  he  felt  it  was  a  selfish 
piece  of  legislation  on  the  part  of  some. 

Chairman  Sidd  felt  it  was  proper  and  that  all  dele- 
gates should  be  requested  to  show  labels  on  their 
wearing  apparel  at  least  in  convention  assembled  and 
felt  it  was  not  only  the  question  of  having  the  5  labels 
for  a  convention  but  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  all 
delegates,  to  take  back  to  their  respective  locals  the 
necessity  of  purchasing  and  patronizing  union  labels, 
and  union  houses  where  union  help  is  employed.  He 
stated  Samuel  Gompers  had  all  his  life  advocated  the 
use  of  the  union  label;  he  felt  it  was  being  consistent 
by  asking  that  delegates  wear  the  union  label  on  their 
clothing,  just  as  consistent  as  the  delegates  who  re- 
quest patronage  for  a  union  shop  card  or  button,  and 
he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted 

Delegate  Hull,  Moving  Picture  Operators  Union 
of  Springfield,  stated  he  felt  there  were  delegates  who 
did  not  need  education  along  union  label  lines,  but  he 
felt  it  was  necessary  to  do  this  so  that  the  delegates 
could  go  back  to  their  respective  unions  and  ask  the 
rank  and  file  to  patronize   only  union  label  products. 

Delegate   Britton,   Bricklayers,   Springfield,   felt  this 


was    a    constitutional   amendment    and    should    be    re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Constitution. 

Delegate  Kearney,  after  speaking  further  on  the 
question  rose  to  a  point  of  order  that  the  resolu- 
tion he  felt  was  out  of  order  insofar  as  our  present 
rules  made  provision  for  the  same. 

AMENDMENT,  by  Charles  Morris  Hatters  6,  Bos- 
ton, that  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted  and 
Article  III,  Section  13  of  the  constitution  be  enforced 
at  all  future  conventions.     Seconded. 

Delegate  Kearney  rose  again  to  a  point  of  order 
stating  the  motion  and  the  amendment  were  out  of 
order  as  the  constitution  provided  for  the  same,  and 
he  hoped  if  his  point  of  order  were  not  well  taken 
that  the  resolution  would  be  defeated. 

Vice  President  Caffrey,  who  was  in  the  chair  at 
this  time,  put  the  amendment  to  a  vote  and  by  voice 
vote  same  was  lost. 

The  MOTION  was  then  put  to  a  vote  and  the  same 
was  lost. 


RESOLUTION  54. 
"CIGARMAKERS  LABEL" 

WHEREAS:  the  Cigarmakers  International  Union 
was  the  first  international  organization  to  adopt  a 
union  label,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Organized  Cigarmakers  through 
their  local  unions  affiliated  with  the  Massachusetts 
State  Federation  of  Labor  have  done  their  part  in  the 
making  of  the  history  of  the  labor  movement  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and 

WHEREAS:  All  cigars  bearing  the  blue  union  label 
are  made  by  members  of  the  Cigarmakers  Interna- 
tional Union,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  50th  convention  of  the  State 
Branch,  American  Federation  of  Labor,  re-affirm  its 
endorsement  of  their  support  of  the  Cigarmakers  Blue 
Union  Label  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  the  delegates  to  this  convention 
be  requested  to  carry  this  most  important  message  of 
the  cigarmakers  back  to  their  local  unions  for  the 
purpose  of  again  giving  the  blue  label  of  the  cigar- 
makers a  prominent  and  permanent  place  on  the 
counters  and  in  the  show  cases  of  our  cigar  stores. 

Submitted  by 

ROSE  ELLIS  ELFMAN, 

Cigar  Machine  Operators'  Union  No.  101. 

AARON  VELLEMAN, 
Stenographers  14965. 
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MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Committee  made 
and  seconded. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Velleman,  Stenographers 
Union,  took  the  floor,  traced  the  history  of  the  blue 
label  of  the  cigarmakers  union,  told  of  the  assistance 
that  organization  had  rendered  to  organized  labor  in 
the  past,  told  of  the  condition  they  were  in  today  and 
urged  upon  the  delegates  to  bring  back  the  story  to 
their  members  in  their  respective  locality  to  patronize 
the  blue  label  of  the  cigarmakers,  to  bring  back  to  the 
counters  of  the  stores,  the  union  made  products  of 
one  of  the  organizations  which  had  been  the  strongest 
and  best  in  the  country  and  in  this  way  bring  back 
a  good  solid  international  union. 

Motion  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by  the  dele- 
gates. 


RESOLUTION   55 
"MILK  WAGON  DRIVERS" 

WHEREAS:  the  Milk  Wagon  Drivers  Local  Union 
No.  380  of  Boston,  after  a  long  struggle  have  suc- 
ceeded in  organizing  the  drivers  of  certain  companies 
in  the  Metropolitan  district,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  drivers  of  other  large  milk  com- 
panies of  Boston,  including  Hood's,  United  Farmers, 
and  White  Brothers,  are  NOT  organized,  therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  urge  that  all  union  members  and  those 
sympathetic  with  organized  labor,  patronize  only  those 
milk  companies  whose  drivers  are  members  of  Locals 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and 
be  it  known  by  the  delegates  that  the  Hood  Company 
is  not  incorporated  with  the  Whiting  Milk  Company 
or  any  other  union  or  milk  company. 

Submitted  by 

JOHN  F.  DONOVAN, 
DAVID  A.  FLYNN, 
HARRY   N.   LE  CLAIR, 

Local  380. 

Committee  approved  resolution  and  MOTION  to 
adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  made,  seconded 
and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  58 
"UNION   LABELS" 

WHEREAS:  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  has 
a  special  department  known  as  the  Union  Label  Trades 
Department,  dealing  with  the  patronage  of  all  union 
labels,  buttons  and  shop  cards,  and 


WHEREAS:  the  purchasing  power  of  the  workers, 
when  used  in  the  right  direction,  can  be  made  a  pow- 
erful weapon  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union  Workers 
and  their  families,  and 

WHEREAS:  Union  Employers  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand our  support  and  patronage  for  their  products 
and  the  maintenance  of  union  plants  and  employment 
of  members  of  Organized  Labor,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  50th  Convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Branch,  A.  F  of  L.,  endorses  the  ef- 
fort of  the  Union  Label  Trades  Department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  their  endeavor  to 
place  before  the  American  public  all  products  bearing 
union  labels  and  request  the  patronage  of  those  em- 
ployers employing  union  labor  and  using  union  buttons 
and  shop  cards. 

Submitted  by 

AARON   VELLEMAN, 
MICHAEL  J.   FLYNN. 

Committee  approved  the  resolution  and  MOTION 
made,  seconded  and  carried  to  adopt  report  of  the 
committee. 


RESOLUTION  61 
"UNION  SCHOOL  AND  TEXT  BOOKS" 

WHEREAS:  the  business  depression  existing 
throughout  these  United  States  have  compelled  efforts 
to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  those  unemployed  and 
these  relief  efforts  have  been  centered  mainly  on  pub- 
lic works,  such  as  road  building  and  other  public 
improvements,  thereby  resulting  in  the  curtailment  of 
other  purchases  resulting  in  further  decrease  in  the 
employment  afforded  these  industries  by  failure  to 
continue  purchases  of  necessaries  amongst  which  are 
school  and  text  books,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  health  of  our  children  demands 
that  every  possible  safeguard  be  erected  to  protect 
their  health  which  is  endangered  by  using  school  and 
text  books  by  various  pupils,  resulting  in  the  spread- 
ing of  disease,  thereby  endangering  the  health  and 
lives  of  our  children ;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  we,  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  call  at- 
tention to  conditions  endangering  these  children  by 
the  use  of  books  handled  by  others;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  we  exert  every  possible  influence 
to  awaken  the  public  to  the  present  dangers,  and  to 
prevent  same  that  we  urge  the  purchase  of  school  and 
text  books  manufactured  under  Union  conditions;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  we  ask  the  cooperation  of  not 
only  all  labor  organizations,  but  all  organizations,  in- 
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terested  in  the   education,  welfare  and   health   of  our 
children,  to  that  end. 

Submitted  by 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY,  Electrotypers  11. 
ANTHONY  J.  DeANDRADE,  Bos.  Press.  Asst.  18. 
HENRY  W.  NELSON,  Stereotypers,  2. 
DUGALD   MacCALLUM,   Typographical  13. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY,   Boston   Typo.,   13. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE,  Boston  Typographical  Union  13. 
MICHAEL  J.  FLYNN,  Newswriters  17662,  Boston. 
THOMAS  FITZMAURICE,   Typographical  13. 
EDWARD  T.  GAY,  Print.  Pressman,  67. 

DANIEL  J.  McDonald, 

Boston   Allied  Printing   Trades   Council. 
JOSEPH  A.   DART, 
FRANK  H.  CALLAHAN,  Bookbinder  16. 

Committee  approved  report  and  MOTION  to  adopt 
same  was  made,  seconded  and  carried. 

RESOLUTION  62 
"UNION    LABEL    COMMITTEES" 

WHEREAS :  the  union  label  is  the  most  potent  weap- 
on of  the  workers  against  the  attacks  and  injustices 
of  unfair  employers,  associations,  courts  and  others 
antagonistic  to  labor,  and 

WHEREAS :  through  purchasing  of  union  label  prod- 
ucts these  injustices  can  be  removed,  union  men  and 
women  steadily  employed,  wages  and  working  condi- 
tions improved,  and 

WHEREAS:  there  is  a  union  label  covering  all  arti- 
cles necessary  to  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  all  work- 
ers and  their  families,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this,  the  50th  annual  convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A  F.  of  L.  request  mem- 
bers of  organized  labor  and  their  families  to  purchase 
none  but  articles  bearing  the  union  label ;  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Mass. 
State  Branch  are  hereby  instructed  to  request  all 
unions  to  appoint  a  Union  Label  Committee  of  three, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  urge  their  members  and 
families  to  buy  only  products  bearing  the  union  label 
and  to  encourage  stores  to  handle  and  feature  union 
label  products. 

Submitted  by 

MARTIN  J.   CASEY,   Electrotypers  11. 
-       ANTHONY  J.  DeANDRADE,  Bos.  Press.  Asst.  18. 
HENRY  W.  NELSON,  Stereotypers  2. 
DUGALD   MacCALLUM,   Typographical   13. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY,  Boston  Typo.  13. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE,  Boston   Typographical  13. 


MICHAEL  J.  FLYNN,  Newswriters  17662,  Boston. 
THOMAS  J.  FITZMAURICE,  Typo.  No.  13. 
EDWARD   T.   GAY,  Print.  Pressmen  67. 

DANIEL  J.  McDonald, 

Boston   Allied   Printing   Trades   Council. 
JOSEPH  A.  DART. 
FRANK  H.  CALLAHAN,  Bookbinder  16. 

Committee  approved  of  the  resolution  and  MOTION 
made,  seconded  and  carried  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee. 


RESOLUTION  63 
"ALLIED   PRINTING   TRADES   LABEL" 

WHEREAS:  the  International  Allied  Printing 
Trades'  Association  comprising  all  unions  in  the  print- 
ing industry,  is  waging  a  country  wide  campaign  to 
place  the  Allied  Printing  Trades'  Council  union  label 
on  all  school  text  books  and  religious  printing,  and 

WHEREAS :  orders  for  school  text  books  and  relig- 
ious printing  are  placed  through  various  school  boards, 
city  councils  and  various  religious  organizations; 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  50th  annual  convention  of 
the  Mass.  State  Branch  A.  F.  of  L.  endorses  this 
campaign  and  calls  on  all  local,  central  and  trade  dis- 
trict bodies  to  assist  in  the  work  by  appointing  com- 
mittees to  wait  on  their  respective  school  boards,  city 
councils  and  religious  societies,  to  the  end  that  only 
printed  matter  bearing  the  Allied  Printing  Trades' 
Council  Union  label  shall  be  purchased,  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED:  that  the  officers  of  the  Mass.  State 
Federation,  A.  F.  of  L.,  be  instructed  to  lend  every  as- 
sistance possible  to  the  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council 
in  their  efforts  to  have  this  work  printed  and  bound 
under  union  conditions,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  all  unions  in  Massachusetts. 

Submitted  by 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY,  Electrotypers  11. 
ANTHONY  J.  DeANDRADE,  Press.  Asst.  18. 
HENRY   W.  NELSON,    Stereotypers  2. 
DUGALD    MacCALLUM,    Typo.   13. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY,  Typo.  13. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE,  Typo.  13. 
MICHAEL  J.   FLYNN,   Newswriters  17662. 
THOMAS  J.   FITZMAURICE,   Typo.   13. 
EDWARD  T.  GAY,  Print.  Press.  67. 
JOSEPH  A.   DART. 

DANIEL  J.  McDonald, 

Boston  Allied   Printing  Trades'   Council. 
FRANK  H.  CALLAHAN,  Bookbinder  16. 
Report  of  the  committee  approving  Resolution  was 
MOVED,  seconded  and  carried  to  be  adopted. 
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"UNION  LABEL  COMMITTEE  REPORT" 

In  submitting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  But- 
tons, Labels  and  Shop  Cards. 

The  Committee  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  very 
little  effort  has  been  made  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
workers  to  encourage  the  use  of  same. 

Union  Labels,  Shop  Cards  and  Buttons  should  be  of 
the  greatest  assistance  to  Union  Workers  in  securing 
steady  employment  if  members  of  organized  labor  and 
their  friends  would  be  consistent  in  demanding  these 
Emblems  of  fair  conditions  of  employment. 

The  employers  of  labor  would  be  forced  to  pay  fair 
wages  and  give  to  workers  decent  conditions  of  em- 
ployment and  shorter  hours  of  labor. 

Therefore  your  Committee  recommends  that  the  in- 
coming Executive  Council  do  their  utmost  to  encourage 
the  formation  of  label  committees  in  every  local  Union 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  so  that  a  greater  interest  may  be 
inanifested  by  the  wage  earners  and  their  friends. 

Submitted  by 

Committee  on  Labels,  Buttons  and  Shop  Cards. 

NATHAN   SIDD,  Chairman, 

DANIEL  HARRINGTON. 

MICHAEL  J.  McLAIN. 

MARY   OKRONGLY. 

ARTHUR  J.  CADIEUX. 

HENRY  W.  NELSON. 
NIK.   SCHILZ. 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY. 

EVA  M.  RANKIN. 

Chairman  Sidd  in  concluding  the  report  for  the 
committee  on  Union  Labels  stated  he  would  like  to 
make  special  mention  of  union  water  marked  paper, 
stating  it  seems  very  little  attention  is  given  this  im- 
portant matter  and  he  urged  that  all  locals  give  con- 
sideration to  the  purchasing  of  union  water  marked 
papers  and  envelopes. 

MOTION  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  as  a 
whole  be  adopted  was  made,  seconded  and  carried. 

At  this  time  a  representative  of  the  Typographical 
Union,  in  behalf  of  the  International  President  Brother 
Howard,  was  introduced,  in  the  person  of  BROTHER 
WILLIAM  WEINLEIN. 

Brother  Weinlein  greeted  the  convention  in  behalf 
of  his  international  president,  spoke  of  the  good  work 
accomplished  by  the  State  Federation,  laid  stress  on 
the  cooperation  they  had  given  to  his  organizatio:n 
especially  during  the  controversy  now  going  on  in 
Springfield.  He  hoped  the  deliberations  of  the  conven- 
tion would  be  successful  and  trusted  all  workers  in 
the  state  would  benefit  by  the  actions  of  the  convention. 


President  Gatelee  introduced  GEORGE  BOWEN, 
Acting  Vice  President  of  the  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Machinists  who  greeted  the  convention 
on  the  occasion  of  its  50th  anniversary  and  felt  we 
could  be  pi'oud  of  the  record  made  during  the  past 
year  in  behalf  of  the  workers  in  the  state.  He  spoke 
of  the  NRA  and  the  effect  it  had  had  in  some  parts 
by  having  been  declared  unconstitutional  by  the  Su- 
preme Court.  He  mentioned  in  particular  the  State  of 
Vermont  where  they  had  immediately  reduced  the 
wages  and  increased  the  hours  of  labor,  this  having 
been  learned  through  a  questionnaire  which  showed  50% 
of  the  employers  had  taken  that  stand.  He  stated  that 
without  the  strength  of  organization  we  could  not  tell 
when  this  condition  would  reach  other  sections  of  the 
country.  He  stated  in  the  past  two  years  his  organ- 
ization had  put  on  an  aggressive  organizing  campaign, 
had  tried  hard  to  organize  the  unorganized  and  he 
felt  if  in  the  different  organizations  the  same  spirit 
of  cooperation  existed  as  it  did  in  the  state  body, 
there  would  be  a  much  better  report.  Mentioned  his 
own  international  where  after  such  campaigning  such 
cities  like  Springfield  had  no  local  union  of  his  inter- 
national union.  He  spoke  of  different  plants  where  all 
organizations  worked  on  a  uniform  policy  having  a 
council  to  take  care  of  grievances  and  matters  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  the  workers.  He  hoped  the 
spirit  of  organization  would  be  carried  back  to  the 
local  unions,  that  all  would  put  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  and  help  build  up  a  good  strong  labor  movement, 
one  which  would  be  able  to  combat  any  such  move  on 
the  part  of  employers  as  had  been  done  in  Vermont. 
He  stated  there  were  thousands  of  men  and  women 
in  large  industrial  plants  who  should  be  organized 
into  their  respective  unions  and  he  hoped  this  would 
be  accomplished  thus  strengthening  the  forces  of  or- 
ganized labor. 

International  President,  SAMUEL  SQUIBB  of  the 
Granite  Cutters  Association  was  called  upon  at  this 
time;  he  greeted  the  delegates  and  congratulated  them 
on  the  wonderful  progress  in  the  past  year  especially. 
He  spoke  highly  of  the  officers  of  the  State  Branch 
and  extended  the  appreciation  in  behalf  of  his  organi- 
zation to  them  for  their  cooperation  in  the  past.  He 
spoke  of  the  conditions  confronting  his  organization 
particularly.  He  spoke  of  two  of  the  oldest  labor  men 
who  had  come  more  than  50  years  ago  from  the  state 
of  Massachusetts  v/ho  had  laid  down  the  philosophy 
of  labor  which  was  the  determined  philosophy  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  that  philosophy  was 
that  as  the  force  of  production  increased  so  there  must 
be  a  greater  consumption,  and  that  as  the  force  of 
consumption  increased  so  there  must  be  a  shortening 
of  a  work  day,  of  the  hours,  and  he  felt  all  would 
agree  that  those  principles  will  either  have  to  be  put 
into  effect  or  this  system  under  which  we  now  exist 
must  pass  away  and  give  way  to  a  better  and  more 
equitable  system.  He  spoke  of  the  "class  struggle"  in 
the  country  and  stated  only  the  other  day  he  had  read 
an  article  in  which  the  writer  said:  "there  was  not  a 
class  struggle  in  the  country,  but  there  was  a  battle 
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of  intelligence  against  stupidity,  of  justice  against  in- 
justice, liberty  against  tyranny."  He  felt  the  labor 
movement  was  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle  for  those 
principles  and  he  felt  the  labor  movement  in  Massachu- 
setts had  been  battling  for  such  principles  in  the  past 
and  would  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future. 

Secretary  Watt  at  this  time  read  to  the  delegates 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  49th  convention,  the  action 
on  Resolution  1  with  reference  to  Daylight  Saving  as 
follows : 

"That  the  matter  of  Daylight  Saving  be  referred  to 
the  incoming  Executive  Council  for  investigation." 

President  Gatelee  advised  this  matter  was  now  be- 
fore the  convention  for  disposition. 

Delegate  Batty,  New  Bedford,  MOVED  that  insofar 
as  this  Federation  is  concerned,  that  the  matter  of 
Daylight  Saving  be  left  as  it  is.    Motion  seconded. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Mclnnis,  Boilermakers, 
Boston,  expressed  his  views. 

The  Motion  was  then  put  to  a  vote  and  carried. 

President  Gatelee  at  this  time  stated  that  Special 
Representative  John  Kearney  who  had  been  selected 
to  attend  the  protest  meeting  of  the  Joint  Labor  Com- 
mittee against  the  Nazis  would  give  his  report. 

Delegate  Kearney  took  the  floor,  stated  he  had  at- 
tended the  anti-Nazi  conference,  that  there  were  about 
1000  delegates  representing  many  different  organiza- 
tions; he  had  been  accorded  a  fine  reception.  He 
spoke  in  behalf  of  Labor,  stated  he  had  taken  some  of 
the  pamphlets  which  had  been  distributed  here  at  the 
convention  and  gone  through  the  same  so  as  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  matter  in  hand.  He  spoke  of  the 
terrible  crimes  committed  at  the  hands  of  the  German 
government;  told  of  the  destruction  of  the  great  labor 
movement  which  that  country  had  once  been  very 
proud  of;  of  the  doing  away  with  organizations  not 
only  of  Jews,  but  Catholics,  Protestants,  the  Free 
Masons  and  the  Labor  Movement;  spoke  of  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  headquarters,  the  monies,  the  presses 
and  all  that  these  organizations  possessed  and  all  be- 
cause they  would  not  prescribe  to  the  Religion  of  the 
Nazis.  He  quoted  figures  of  the  atrocities,  went  into 
detail  of  the  actions  of  the  German  leaders  and  the 
Government  and  felt  it  was  the  duty  of  the  American 
Labor  Movement  to  assist  as  much  as  possible  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  that  country.  He  stated  1%  of 
the  German  population  now  receive  $17.50  per  week 
in  wages  while  35%  receive  from  $3.50  to  $7.50  per 
week  and  the  rest  receive  less  than  $3.50  per  week. 
"that",  he  stated  "is  the  condition  of  the  labor  move- 
ment in  Germany  and  I  want  to  have  you  know  and 
we  want  to  join  with  the  Jew,  with  the  Catholic,  the 
Protestant  and  all  others  who  are  oppressed  that  we 
will  resolutely  and  solidly  and  religiously  apply  this 
boycott  to  German  goods  and  to  aid  those  people." 


Delegate  Kearney's  report  was  accepted  with  much 
applause. 

Chairman  Johnson,  on  Committee  on  Resolutions  at 
this  time  made  further  report  for  that  committee. 


RESOLUTION  32 
"BRIDGETENDERS" 

RESOLVED:  that  the  State  Branch,  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  request  his  Excellency  Governor 
James  M.  Curley  to  appoint  a  man  affiliated  with  or- 
ganized labor  as  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission. 

FRANCIS  F.  MORSE, 

Bridgetenders  12333. 

The  committee  reported  and  recommended  the  entire 
subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union. 

MOTION  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  as 
amended  be  adopted  was  made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  43 
"UNION  SCHOOL  AND  TEXT  BOOKS" 

WHEREAS:  the  Houghton  Mifflin  Co.,  also  known 
as  the  Riverside  Press  of  Cambridge  and  Boston,  Mass., 
publishers  of  school,  text,  also  Printers  of  Webster's 
Dictionary  and  other  books  are  antagonistic  to  or- 
ganized labor;   and 

WHEREAS:  due  to  lack  of  organization  its  em- 
ployees are  being  exploited  and  are  paid  wages  far 
below  those  existing  in  fair  shops  in  the  printing  and 
binding  industry;  and 

WHEREAS:  the  product  of  this  unfair  concern  is 
sold  to  States,  Cities,  and  Towns  for  use  in  public  and 
private  schools  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  the  50th  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  does 
hereby  take  this  method  to  bring  to  the  attention  of 
the  public  the  exploiting  of  these  unorganized  workers 
by  this  concern  and  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  delegates  to  this  convention 
acquaint  their  respective  school  Boards  and  Commit- 
tees or  other  purchasers  of  school  and  text  books  of 
the  unfair  attitude  of  this  concern  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  lend  every 
assistance  possible  in  this  matter  to  the  end  that  only 
School  or  text  books  produced  under  union  conditions 
be  purchased  with  public  funds. 
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Submitted  by 

MARTIN   J.    CASEY,    Electrotypers    11. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE,  Typo.  13. 
M.  J.  FLYNN,  Newswriters  17762. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY,  Typo.  13. 

DANIEL  J.  McDonald, 

Boston  Allied  Printing  Trades'  Council. 
EDWARD   T.  GAY,   Boston  Printing  Press. 
JOSEPH  A.  DART,  Printing  Pressmen. 
HENRY  WHELSON,  Stereotypers  2. 
ANTHONY  DeANDRADE,  Press  Assts.  No.  18. 

Committee  recommended  adoption  of  the  Resolution. 
MOTION   to   accept  the   same  was  made,   seconded 
and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  52 
"WPA  AND  PWA  PROJECTS" 

WHEREAS:  the  Building  Trades  Unions  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  Special  Convention  assembled  at  Worcester, 
Mass.,  on  Saturday,  July  27th,  called  for  the  purpose 
of  deliberating  the  work  orders  of  WPA  and  PWA 
did  by  a  large  majority  vote  order  the  officers  of  all 
affiliated  unions  to  oppose  any  order,  instruction  or 
notice  of  wage  or  working  conditions  which  are  below 
the  prevailing  scales  that  may  apply  to  governmental 
work,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  50th  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  pledge 
their  support  and  active  assistance  to  the  Building 
Trades  Unions  in  their  effort  to  defeat  the  low  wage 
scales  and  unfair  working  conditions  that  it  is  ordered 
that  workers  shall  accept  as  a  condition  of  employment 
on  all  projects  financed  wholly  or  in  part  by  virtue  of 
the  Emergency  Appropriation  Act  of  1935. 

Submitted  by 

E.  A.  JOHNSON,  Asbestos  Workers  6. 
JAS.  McDonald,  ironworkers  7. 
JAS.  R.  J.  McDonald,   Engineers  4. 
THOS.  BURNS,  Boston  C.  L.  U. 
GEO.  CAPELLE,  Electrical  Wrks.  103. 
ALFRED  ELLIS,  Sheet  Metal  Wrks.  17. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  with  the  res- 
olution. 

MOTION  to  adopt  report  of  committee  was  made, 
seconded  and  carried. 


matters  affecting  the  workers  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  enforce  laws  affecting  the  workers  and  to  protect 
their  interests  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Chairman  of  various  State  Com- 
mittees are  appointed  because  of  their  knowledge  of 
the  particular  work  such  as  Banking,  Insurance,  and 
Public  Utility,  etc.,  and 

WHEREAS:  whenever  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Labor  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  the  50th  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  re- 
spectfully requests  the  Governor  of  our  Commonwealth 
to  appoint  a  member  of  the  Labor  Movement  to  this: 
important  position  to  the  end  that  the  interests  of 
the  workers  and  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  protected 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  Governor  and  that  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  are  hereby 
instructed  to  make  every  effort  to  the  end  that  a  mem- 
ber of  organized  Labor  be  appointed  Commissioner  of 
Labor. 

Submitted  by 

MARTIN   J.    CASEY,    Electrotypers    11. 
T.  J.  FITZMAURICE,  Typographical  Union  13. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE,  Typographical  Union  13.  '. 

J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY,  Typographical  Union  13.J 
HENRY  W.   NELSON,   Stereotypers   2. 
MICHAEL  J.   FLYNN,   Newswriters. 
EDWARD  T.  GAY,  Boston  Printing  Pressman  67. 
ANTHONY  De  ANDRADE,  Press  Assts.  18         \ 

DANIEL  J.  McDonald, 

Boston  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council. 
JOSEPH  A.  DART,  Printing  Pressmen. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu-:. 
tion  and  upon  MOTION  to  adopt  same  was  carried..     -•.-, 


RESOLUTION  42 
"COMMISSIONER  OF  LABOR" 

WHEREAS:  the  department  of  Labor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  was  created  to  treat  with 


RESOLUTION  40 
"BOARD  OF  REGISTRATION  OF  BARBERS" 

WHEREAS:  as  at  presently  formed,  the  Board  of 
Registration  of  Barbers  has  no  member  who  belongs 
to  the  Journeymen  Barbers  Union,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  organization,  which  was  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  enactment  of  the  law,  should  have 
a  part  of  its  administration,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  his  Excellency,  Governor  James 
M.  Curley,  be  requested  to  fill  the  vacancy  occurring 
in  December  of  this  year,  from  the  ranks  of  the  Jour- 
neymen Barbers  Union 

Local  No.   30,   Springfield,   Mass. 

CHAS.  W.  SHORT,  President. 
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Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  Reso- 
lution. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
made  and  seconded. 

On  the  question  Delegate  SHORT,  Local  30,  Bar- 
bers, Springfield,  stated  that  for  more  than  30  years 
the  Barbers  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
had  campaigned  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  for  the 
Registration  in  Barbering  and  finally  in  1925  such  a 
law  was  passed.  This  includes  that  one  member  of 
the  Board  at  least  should  be  a  journeyman  barber  and 
they  requested  the  governor  be  requested  to  carry  out 
this  law  and  to  see  that  on  this  Board  of  Registration 
for  Barbers  a  journeyman  barber  be  selected.  He 
spoke  of  those  who  had  been  appointed  but  that  they 
had  not  represented  the  journeymen,  but  the  employ- 
ers, and  he  urged  the  support  of  the  State  Federation 
in  this  matter. 

Vice  President  Maney  in  the  Chair  called  for  a  vote 
oil  the  Motion,  which  was  carried. 


RESOLUTION  39 
"GUFFEY  BILL" 

WHEREAS:  the  Guffey-Snyder  Coal  Stabilization 
Bill  now  pending  in  Congress  has  for  its  main  purpose 
the  conservation  of  a  great  natural  resource,  the  sta- 
bilization of  industrial  relations  and  the  promotion  of 
the  public  welfare,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED  by  the  delegates  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  convention  assembly  that 
we  favor  the  speedy  passage  of  the  Guffey-Snyder 
measure,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  ap- 
proved by  the  annual  convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  held  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, the  week  beginning  August  fourth  (4), 
1935,  be  sent  to  each  of  the  Congressional  Repre- 
sentatives, urging  their  support  and  vote  for  the 
Guffey-Snyder  Bill. 

Submitted  by 

JOHN     COLLINS,     Brockton     Gas     Workers,     Local 
18583. 

MILES     O'CONNOR,     Boston     Gas     Workers,     Local 
15268. 

FRANK  L.  McDERMOTT,   Bartenders,  Local  90. 

SEYMOUR  E.  ALLEN,  Federal   Labor  Union   18385, 
Springfield. 

B.  W.    SHEA,   Local   18734. 

MARY   OKRONGLY,   Local   18476,    Springfield,  Mass. 

JAMES  McQueen,  19469,  Chicopee  Falls. 

GRACE  BARRY,  Local  lA,  Boston,  T.  O.  A. 

MARY  REAGAN,  Local  lA,  Boston  L  B  E.  N. 


MICHAEL    A.    DONOVAN,    Lawrence    19139,    Law- 
rence, Mass. 

M.  J.  HINES,  Bottlers  &  Drivers,  T.  U.  122. 

B.  P.  WINCHESTER,  885,  U.  B.  C.  &  J.  of  A. 

JOHN   F.   WADE,    51,    Typographical,   Lawrence. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  reso- 
lution. MOTION  to  adopt  same  was  made,  seconded 
and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  71 
"PUBLIC    UTILITY    INSPECTORS" 

WHEREAS:  the  Public  Utilities  Commission  is 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  law  regulating 
the  hours  of  labor,  the  character,  type  and  kind  of 
motor  vehicle  used  in  the  commercial  transportation 
industry  for  hire  in  this  Commonwealth,  and, 

WHEREAS:  these  laws  are  ineffectual  and  unen- 
forceable because  of  an  inadequate  and  inexperienced 
force  of  inspectors,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  this  fiftieth  annual  convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  now  assem- 
bled in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  hereby  direct  its 
incoming  Executive  Board  to  prepare  suitable  legis-^ 
lation  so  that  merit  shall  be  given  to  persons  having 
occupational  experience  in  the  industry  when  selecting 
persons  for  the  position  of  inspector  under  the  Public 
Utilities  Commission  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A.  PEARLSTEIN,  Newspaper  Chauffeurs,  259. 

JOHN  M.  SULLIVAN,  Local  25,  Teamsters. 

NICHOLAS  P.  MORRISSEY,  Local  25,  Teamsters. 

JOHN  J.  BUCKLEY,  Local  25,  Teamsters. 

MICHAEL  J.   O'DONNELL,  Local   25,   Teamsters. 

NATHAN  HIGGINS,  Local  25,  Teamsters. 

WALTER  ELLS,  Local  25,  Teamsters. 

JOSEPH  LACEY,  Local  25,  Teamsters. 

TIMOTHY   O'NEIL,  Local  477,  Truck  Drivers,  Law- 
rence. 

WILLIAM    F.    BROOKS,    Local    49,    Truck    Drivers, 
Lowell. 

THOMAS  J.  ENWRIGHT,  Local  170,  Truck  Drivers, 

Worcester. 

CHARLES    A.    BURNS,    Local    379,    Truck    Drivers, 
Boston. 

JOHN  F.  DONOVAN,  Local  380,  Milk  Drivers,  Boston. 

WILLIAM  H.  DAVIS,  Local  42,  Lynn. 

BENJAMIN    E.    NAYLOR,    Chauffeurs,    Teamsters   & 

Helpers,  Local  404,  Springfield. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence.    MOTION   to 
adopt  same  was  made,  seconded  and  carried. 
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RESOLUTION  1 
"AMENDMENT  TO   CONSTITUTION" 

WHEREAS:  the  textile  industry  is  one  of  the  most 
important  in  our  state,  by  which  a  large  portion  of 
the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  depend  for  a  living, 
and 

WHEREAS:  the  industry  is  notoriously  a  low  paid 
one  even  in  prosperous  times,  always  necessitating 
more  than  one  wage  earner  in  a  normal  size  family  in 
order  to  provide  the  reasonable  comforts  of  life,  and 

WHEREAS:  through  the  application  of  principles 
of  fair  practices  to  effectuate  the  N.R.A.  policies, 
some  little  relief  was  obtained  and  the  way  seemed  set 
for  permanent  relief  in  the  matter  of  wage  differen- 
tials until  the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  whole 
N.R.A.  structure  unconstitutional,  and 

WHEREAS:  important  though  the  processing  tax 
may  be  to  the  textile  manufacturers  in  general  (and 
this  is  not  disputed  by  labor)  the  matter  of  equalizing 
wages  North  and  South  through  acknowledging  stand- 
ards by  skill  and  work  load  (in  order  that  labor  costs 
shall  be  fair  enough  not  only  to  give  the  workers  suffi- 
cient for  existence,  but  to  give  manufacturers  in  all 
sections  of  the  country  a  fair  chance  to  compete  in  the 
opeM  markets)  is  by  far  the  more  important  in  that  it 
directly  affects  the  consuming  purchasing  masses,  with 
other  industries  suffering  in  consequence,  therefore  be 
it 

RESOLVED:  that  our  State  Branch  immediately 
get  busy  on  drafting  a  petition  to  Congress  to  create 
an  amendment  to  our  Constitution  that  will  give  Con- 
gress the  right  in  this  unquestionable  emergency  of 
enacting  legislation  that  will  outlaw  the  aforesaid  un- 
fair practices,  and  rehabilitate  industries  in  general, 
and  the  cotton  textile  industry  in  particular. 

Submitted  by 

HERBERT  SEVERS. 


RESOLUTION  8 
"AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION" 

WHEREAS:  recent  decisions  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  on  the  railway  pension  act  and  the 
N.R.A.  have  endangered  the  future  of  all  social  and 
labor  legislation  and  legislation  which  would  give  the 
government  greater  control  over  industry,  and 

WHEREAS:  Representative  Vito  Marcantonio  of 
New  York  has  introduced  into  Congress  H.J.R.  327, 
which  proposes  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  known  as  the  Workers'  Rights 
Amendment,  and 

WHEREAS:  said  resolution  is  now  before  the  ju- 
diciary committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and 


WHEREAS:  the  passage  of  this  amendment  would 
legalize  afore-mentioned  legislation,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  in  convention  assembled,  goes  on  record  in 
favor  of  said  Workers'  Rights  Amendment,  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED:  that  we  call  on  all  local  unions  affili- 
ated with  the  Federation  of  Labor  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  rally  support  for  the  Workers'  Rights 
Amendment,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  we  request  from  the  House  Ju- 
diciary Committee  an  immediate  hearing  on  H.J.R. 
327  so  this  vital  amendment  can  soon  be  brought  on 
the  floor  of  Congress  for  action,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  Representative  Hatton  W.  Summers,  chair- 
man of  the  House  Judiciary  Committee,  and  to  all 
Massachusetts  members  of  Congress. 

JOS.  T.  MASUCCI,  Fed.  Labor  Union,  18476,  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

EMANUEL  HERMAN,  Amalgamated  Cloth  Makers 
of  America,  Local  177,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

NATHAN  SIDD,  United  Garment  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica. 

THOMAS  F.  BURNS,  Fed.  Labor  Union,  18363. 

FRED  PEZZIM,  F.  L.  W.,   18363. 

BART  W.  SHEA,  F.  L.  U.,  18734. 

HAROLD  A.  FAULKNER,  Teachers,  230. 

JOHN  D.  CONNORS,  New  Bedford  C.  L.  U. 

FREDERICK  W.  RINGDAHL,  Teachers,  263. 

JACK  BLUME,  A.  C.  W.  of  A. 

JOSEPH  A.  SALERNO,  Amalgamated  C.  W.  of  A., 
Boston. 

NORA  OUIMETTE,  A.  C.  W.  of  A. 

ADOLPH  MARTINI,  A.  C.  W.  of  A. 


RESOLUTION  60 
"AMENDMENT  TO   CONSTITUTION" 

WHEREAS:  by  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  the  powers  delegated  by  the  con- 
vention of  the  original  thirteen  agricultural,  self-suf- 
ficient states  to  the  legislative  and  executive  branches 
of  our  Federal  Government  are  deemed  to  be  insuffi- 
cient to  cope  with  the  social  and  economic  problems 
arising  from  the  commerce  within  the  forty-eight  in- 
terdependent states  of  the  goods  produced  or  manu- 
factured within  the  borders  of  each  of  these  states; 
and 

WHEREAS:  the  freedom  and  equality  of  every  citi- 
zen of  these  United  States  are  today  but  a  political 
fiction  because  of  the  transcendent  influence  of  eco- 
nomic forces  created  by  the  mechanizing  of  industry, 
mining,  and  even  of  agriculture;  and 
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WHEREAS:  the  history  of  the  past  decade  has  dem- 
onstrated that,  without  the  centralized  planning  and 
administration  established  under  Acts  of  Congress 
which  recently  were  deemed  unconstitutional,  the 
whole  people  of  these  United  States  again  face  the 
grim  prospct  of  social  and  economic  ruin  whenever 
circulation  of  merchandise  is  thrown  out  of  balance  by 
the  existence  of  unmarketable,  demoralizing  surpluses 
of  any  of  the  basic  products  of  industry,  mining  or 
agriculture;  and 

"WHEREAS:  if  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  we  revere  as  our  fundamental  guaran- 
tee of  political  equality  and  liberty  of  every  individ- 
ual, was  once  before  interpreted  to  deny  the  freedom 
of  one  class  of  our  people  and  '  subsequently,  though 
tardily,  amended  by  due  process;  and 

WHEREAS:  by  these  recent  decisions  the  people  of 
each  state  are  denied  protection  from  economic  ex- 
ploitation and  social  demoralization  against  which  no 
mere  state-wide  legal  fences  can  be  erected;  and 

WHEREAS:  it  is  our  belief  that  under  the  defini- 
tions of  inter-state  commerce  as  set  forth  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  so-called  Schecter  Case,  as  well  as 
in  the  Railway  Retirement  Law  Case,  the  child  labor 
law  cases  and  similar  decisions,  there  is  no  adequate 
protection  possible  today  for  the  people  of  this  great 
country  against  a  repetition  of  sweatshop  exploita- 
tion, excessive  hours  of  labor,  starvation  rates  of  pay, 
the  practical  denial  of  the  rights  of  collective  bargain- 
ing, the  exploitation  of  the  labor  of  young  children, 
the  destruction  of  the  standards  of  living  to  which  our 
mechanical  progress  and  the  productiveness  of  our 
labor  entitle  our  people,  and  the  stagnation  of  trade 
and  demoralization  of  our  communities;  and 

WHEREAS:  even  if  the  Constitution  had  intention- 
ally established,  which  we  respectfully  doubt  and  vig- 
orously deny,  the  dictatorship  of  the  lifeless  written 
word  as  against  the  welfare  of  our  people  and  the 
progress  of  our  social  and  economic  institutions,  still 
no  constitutional  convention  could  properly  or  for  long 
deny  to  posterity  the  right  of  self  preservation;  and 

WHEREAS:  the  doctrine  of  states'  rights  was  origi- 
nally enacted  for  the  protection  of  the  individual 
against  usurpation  of  excessive  powers  by  a  federal 
government  and  not  for  the  denial  to  the  individual 
of  the  protection  and  assistance  of  that  federal  gov- 
ernment against  the  lowering  of  economic  standards 
within  one  state  by  the  competition  of  exploited  labor 
from  within  other  states;  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Lawrence, 
believing  that  a  uniform  national  law  by  which  maxi- 
mum hours  of  work,  minimum  rates  of  pay,  the  pro- 
hibition of  child  labor  and  the  right  of  every  citizen 
to  obtain  economic  equality  through  collective  bargain- 
ing can  constitutionally  be  enacted  and  administered 
is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  liberty  and 
livelihood  of  the  American  citizenry;  therefore  be  it 


RESOLVED:  that  the  delegates  to  the  Fiftieth  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F  of 
L,  instruct  the  delegate  chosen  to  represent  the  State 
Federation  at  the  national  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  introduce  the  following  reso- 
lution for  adoption  as  the  solemn  mandate  of  the  or- 
ganized men  and  women  workers  of  America;  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  President  and  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  people  of  the 
forty-eight  sovereign  states  in  conventions  respectively 
assembled  enact  an  amendment  to  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution whereby  the  right  of  the  Congress  to  enact  and 
of  the  Executive  Department  to  administer  such  laws 
as  they  deem  necessary  for  the  public  welfare,  to  es- 
tablish and  regulate  maximum  hours  of  labor  mini- 
mum rates  of  pay,  the  restriction  or  prohibition  of  the 
labor  of  children  under  18,  and  the  right  to  collective 
bargaining  shall  be  established  as  a  part  of  the  funda- 
mental law  of  our  land. 

MICHAEL  F.  DONOVAN,  Fed.  Union,  19139. 

JOHN  F.  O'NEIL,  Elec,  326,  Lawrence. 

JOHN  F.   LEONARD,   Lawrence   Street  Carmen,  261. 

JOHN  WADE,  Typographical  51,  Lawrence. 

FRANK  McDERMOTT,  Lawrence  Bartenders,  9. 

MATTHEW  P.  MANEY,  Lawrence  Carpenters,  111. 

FRED  J.  GRAHAM,  Lawrence  C.  L.  U. 

JAMES  R.  MENZIE,  Lawrence  Carpenters,   1092. 

TIMOTHY  O'NEIL,  Local  477. 

GEDEON    CHAMPAGNE,    Carpenters,    551. 

WALTER  A.  SIDLEY,  Teachers,  244. 

Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  on 
Resolutions  1,  8,  or  60,  pending  the  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Executive 
Council,  and  that  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Federation,  A,  F.  of  L.,  be  guided  by 
the  same. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  57 
"HEALTH  INSURANCE" 

WHEREAS:  only  8  per  cent  of  the  population  has 
the  necessary  annual  health  examination; 

WHEREAS:  a  total  of  47  per  cent  of  the  people  in 
the  lowest  income  group  have  no  medical,  dental  or 
optical  care  whatsoever ; 

WHEREAS:  illness  is  most  frequent  among  the 
people  least  able  to  bear  the  cost  of  it; 

WHEREAS:  even  in  normal  times,  illness  is  one  of 
the  chief  causes  of  dependency; 

WHEREAS:  health  insurance  if  instituted  on  a 
compulsory    basis,    will    provide   a    fair    and    equitable 
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method  whereby  the  mass  of  our  people  can  meet  the 
burden  of  illness  most  easily,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion, A.  F.  of  L.,  in  convention  assembled,  introduce 
legislation  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  pro- 
viding for  compulsory  health  insurance  to  be  financed 
by  contributions  from  the  employer,  the  employee  and 
the  state. 

HERBERT  SEVERS, 

Local  36,  New  Bedford. 

Committee  recommended  this  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  and  they  be  in- 
structed to  bring  in  a  complete  report  of  the  recom- 
mendation to  the  next  annual  convention. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  56 
"WIRE  WEAVERS  PROTECTIVE  ASSOC." 

WHEREAS:  members  of  the  Wire  Weavers  Pro- 
tective Association  of  America,  Eastern  Division,  of 
Holyoke,  Mass.,  have  been  locked  out  by  the  Holyoke 
Wire  Cloth  Company  of  that  city,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  company  has  insisted  upon  15 
per  cent  reduction  in  wages  after  similar  manufac- 
turers throughout  the  country  granted  a  5  per  cent 
increase  to  their  respective  employees,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  company  has  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
organized  labor  and  has  hired  unscrupulous  scabs  in 
their  endeavor  to  defeat  labor,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  all  Central  Labor  Bodies  and 
affiliated  Unions  be  requested  to  contact  all  paper 
mills  in  their  localities  and  urge  that  they  cooperate 
with  organized  labor  by  refraining  from  placing  fur- 
ther orders  with  this  company. 

Submitted  by 

ALBERT  J.  JEFFERSON, 
American  Wire  Weavers. 

Committee  recommends  concurrence  In  the  resolu- 
tion, i 

MOTION  to  adopt  report  of  the  committee  made, 
seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  49 
"COMMUNISM" 


WHEREAS:  Congressman  John  W.  McCormack,  of 
Massachusetts,  Chairman  of  the  Congressional  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  Un-American  activities,  has  un- 
earthed positive  evidence  that  -proves  that  the  Union 


of  Soviet  Republics,  co-called,  of  Russia,  has,  and  is 
deliberately  violating  its  supposed  sincere  agreement 
with  the  Department  of  State,  at  Washington,  to  re- 
frain from  encouraging  and  promoting  propaganda 
that  has  as  its  objective  the  undermining  of  our  con- 
stitutional form  of  government  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  fomentation  of  uncalled  for  disorder  and  vio- 
lence against  lawfully  constituted  authority,  local, 
state,  and  national,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  in  session  assembled  at  Springfield,  August 
6th,  1935,  registers  its  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
service  rendered  for  the  safeguarding  and  the  preser'-" 
vation  of  American  ideals  by  Congressman  McCor- 
mack, and  pledges  its  unwavering  support  to  him  and 
his  associates  on  the  investigating  committee  above 
named  in  their  sincere  efforts  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  revolutionary  Communism  in  our  state  and  nation. 

Submitted  by 

DANIEL     B.     McINNES,     Boilermakers,     Iron     Ship 
Builders,  etc.,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Committee  recommends  that  this  resolution  and 
subject  matter  contained  therein  be  referred  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Board. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee made  and  seconded. 

Delegate  Mclnnis  felt  he  could  not  understand  why 
the  body  could  not  take  action  rather  than  refer  this 
matter  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board. 

Chairman  put  the  Motion  to  a  vote,  there  being  no 
further  discussion,  and  declared  same  carried. 


RESOLUTION  48 
"CONGRESSMAN  CONNERY" 

WHEREAS:  the  labor  movement  in  the  United 
States,  realizing  the  need  of  understanding  statesman- 
ship in  the  working  out  of  industrial  problems,  best 
fitted  to  promote  the  health,  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  millions  of  Americans  who  have  felt  so  sorely  the 
blight  of  the  depression  of  the  past  five  years,  has 
recognized  in  Congressman  William  P.  Connery  a  na- 
tional legislator  who,  by  his  advocacy  of  the  30-hour 
work  week,  has  proposed  a  remedy  which  will  appre- 
ciably decrease  the  number  of  so  many  millions  of 
men  and  women  in  this  country  who,  being  unemployed, 
are  forced  to  eke  out  an  existence  on  Federal  and 
local  dole  and  relief.     Be  it 

RESOLVED:  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  in  session  assembled  at  Springfield,  on 
August  6th,  1935,  expresses  its  gratitude  to  Congress- 
man Connery  for  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
wage  earners  of  the  country  and  congratulates  him 
on  the-  success  he  has  attained  in  promoting  humane 


no 
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national  legislation  that  is  causing  the  long  suffering 
toilers  of  the  nation  to  feel  that  their  prospects  for  a 
better  existence  are  ultimately  to  be  realized  when 
their  cause  is  championed  by  intellectual  leaders  such 
as  he  has  shown  himself  to  be. 

Submitted  by 

DANIEL  B.  McINNES,  Delegate  of  Bay  State  Lodge 
No.  29,  Boilermakers,  Iron  Ship  Builders,  etc.,  of 
Boston,  Mass. 

Committee   recommended  concurrence  in  the   resolu- 
tion. 

MOTION    to   adopt    same  was   made,    seconded    and 
carried. 


RESOLUTION  51 
"PRISON  LABOR" 

WHEREAS:  it  has  been  definitely  demonstrated 
that  at  various  times  in  the  progress  of  repair,  alter- 
ation and -construction  work,  at  state  institutions  build- 
ings, that  involuntary  inmates  of  said  structures  have 
been  allowed  to  perform  work  of  the  mechanical  re- 
quirements of  which  they  have  had  little  or  no  knowl- 
edge, which  has  resulted  in  additional  expense  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  when  such  inferior 
work  had  to  be  corrected  by  free,  law-abiding  Ameri- 
can citizens.     Be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  assembled  at  Springfield,  August  6th, 
1935,  registers  its  protest  against  the  further  contin- 
uance of  such  a  system  and  calls  upon  all  in  positions 
of  authority  in  the  awarding  of  contracts,  large  or 
small,  to  insist  that  none  but  skilled  mechanics  be  al- 
lowed to  perform  such  important  work  so  that  effi- 
ciency, safety  and  reasonable  economy  in  state  insti- 
tution administration  shall  prevail. 

Submitted  by 

DANIEL  B.  McINNES,  Delegate  of  Bay  State  Lodge 
No.  29,  Boilermakers,  Iron  Ship  Builders,  etc.,  of 
Boston,  Mass. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

MOTION  to  adopt  same  was  made,  seconded  and 
carried. 


RESOLUTION  47 
"COMMUNISM" 

WHEREAS:  it  appears  to  be  that  a  concerted 
movement  is  on  foot  by  certain  radical  forces  to  in- 
ject the  poison  of  their  Moscow  inspired,  unethical, 
and  un-American  social  and  industrial  modes  of 
thought  and  action  into  the  ranks  of  the  American 
.Federation  of  Labor.     Be  it 


RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  in  session  assembled,  in  the  city  of  Spring- 
field, on  August  6th,  1935,  goes  on  record  as  reaffirm- 
ing its  denunciation  of  such  unwholesome  tactics  and 
proclaims  its  purpose  of  taking  all  legitimate  steps  to 
avert  what,  if  allowed  to  go  on  uncurbed,  will  injure 
the  cause  of  real,  logical,  American  organized  labor 
and  will  therefore  place  a  barrier  before  the  members 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  their  honest 
efforts  to  advance  the  material  and  intellectual  well 
being  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  re- 
gardless of  race,  creed  or  color. 

Submitted  by 

DANIEL  B.  McINNES,  Delegate  of  Bay  State  Lodge 
No.  29,  Boilermakers,  Iron  Ship  Builders,  etc.,  of 
Boston,  Mass. 

Committee  recommended  that  Resolution  47  be 
printed  in  the  records  without  endorsement  by  the 
convention. 

MOTION  to  adopt  committee's  recommendation 
made  and  seconded.  Delegate  Mclnnis  spoke  on  the 
question. 

The  Motion  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  by  the 
body. 


RESOLUTION  46 
"EDUCATION  COMMITTEE" 

WHEREAS:  organized  labor  in  Massachusetts 
played  such  a  conspicuous  part  in  both  the  establish- 
ment and  the  development  of  our  present  free  public 
school  system,  and 

WHEREAS  labor  is  vitally  concerned  in  knowing 
that  the  text  books  purchased  for  use  in  the  public 
schools  are  produced  by  workers  who  enjoy  the  privi- 
leges of  free  citizens,  among  which  is  the  right  to 
organize  and  to  bargain  collectively,  and 

WHEREAS:  labor  is  opposed  to  having  public 
schools  which  are  supported  with  public  funds  use  the 
products  of  exploited  workers,  and 

WHEREAS:  organized  labor  desires  to  have  a  full 
and  true  picture  of  labor's  contribution  to  the  eco- 
nomic, political  and  social  development  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  other  leading  nations  of 
the  world  presented  to  our  school  children  in  the 
books  they  use  in  the  public  schools,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  we,  the  fiftieth  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation,  instruct 
the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  appoint  a  standing  committee  on 
Education  to  consist  of  fifteen  members  to  compile, 
analyze   and  interpret   the   material    dealing   with   the 
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problems  of  labor  contained  in  the  text  books  now  and 
hereafter  to  be  used  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  and  the  working  condi- 
tions under  which  these  text  books  are  produced. 

JOHN  D.  CONNORS,  New  Bedford  Central  Labor 
Union. 

WALTER  A.  SIDLEY,  Lawrence  Federation  of 
Teachers. 

FRED  W.  RINGDAHL,  New  Bedford  Federation  of 
Teachers. 

HAROLD  FAULKNER,  New  Bedford  Federation  of 
Teachers. 

M.  J.  FLYNN,  Boston  Newspaper  Writers  Union. 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY,  Boston  Electrotypers  Union. 

J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY,  Boston  Typographical 
Union. 

DONALD  McCULLUM,  Boston  Typographical  Un- 
ion. 

THOMAS  FITZMORRIS,  Boston  Typographical  Un- 
ion. 

ANTHONY  D'ANDREA,   Printing  Pressmen's  Union. 

DANIEL  J.  McDonald,  Printing  Pressmen's  Union. 

JOHN  B.  CONNOLLY,  Bookbinders. 

JOHN  N.  BADARACCO,  Web  Pressmen's  Union. 

JOHN  WADE,  Typographical  51,  Lawrence. 

SYLVESTER  McBRIDE,  Typographical  13. 

HENRY  NELSON,  Stereotypers. 

EDWARD  GAY,  Printing  Pressmen's  Union. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  MOTION  to  adopt  report  of  the  committee 
was  made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  45 
'RADIO  REGULATION" 


WHEREAS:  at  the  present  time  the  Power  Trust, 
through  its  influence  and  control,  now  is  in  a  position 
through  its  domination  of  the  Radio  Trust,  namely, 
the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  to  mold  public 
opinion,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Broadcasting  Company 
and  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System,  which  two 
networks  dominate  the  radio  broadcasting  field,  organ- 
ized Company  Unions  and  denied  to  their  workers  the 
right  to  organize  and  to  bargain  collectively,  and 

WHEREAS:  while  the  government  itself  is  denied 
the  right  or  the  power  of  censorship  the  radio  trust 
exercises  the  power  of  censorship  in  that  nothing  is 
permitted  to  be  broadcasted  unless  OKed  by  those  in 
control  of  the  various  radio  broadcasting  stations,  and 

WHEREAS:  as  a  result  of  the  diversion  of  adver- 
tising from  newspapers  and  magazines  to  radio  not 
less  than  40,000  printing  trades  workers  are  deprived 
of  the  opportunities  of  employment  at  their  trade,  and 


WHEREAS:  such  conditions  are  detrimental  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  members  of  all  trade  unions, 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  we,  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  annual  convention  assembled, 
petition  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  enact 
legislation  whereby  the  government  itself  will  exclu- 
sively control  and  operate  all  radio  broadcasting  sta- 
tions and  that  advertising  on  the  radio  be  restricted 
to  not  more  than  two  hours  of  each  day,  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED:  that  our  officers  be  instructed  to  send 
a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  Senators  Walsh  and 
Coolidge  and  to  each  of  the  Congressmen  from  this 
State,  and  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to 
each  State  Federation  of  Labor  that  they  may  do 
likewise. 

M.  J.   FLYNN,   Boston   Newspaper  Writers. 
ANTHONY  DeANDRADE,  Printing  Pressmen's  Union. 
DANIEL  J.  McDonald,  Printing  Pressmen's  Union. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY,  Typographical  Union. 
JOHN  N.  BADARACCO,  Pressmen's  Union. 
THOMAS   FITZMORRIS,   Typographical  Union. 
DONALD    McCALLUM,    Typographical    Union. 
MARTIN  J.  CASEY,  Electrotypers'  Union. 
JOHN  J.  CONNOLLY,  Bookbinders'  Union. 
HENRY  NELSON,  Printing  Pressmen's  Union. 
JOHN  D.  CONNORS,  New  Bedford  C.  L.  U. 
WALTER  A.   SIDLEY,  Lawrence  Teachers'  Union. 
FRED    W.  RINGDAHL,    New   Bedford   Federation   of 

Teachers. 
JOHN  WADE,  Typographical   51,  Lawrence. 
SYLVESTER  McBRIDE,   Typographical  13. 
EDWARD  GAY,  Printing  Pressmen's  Union. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  MOTION  to  adopt  the  same  was  carried  by 
the  delegates. 


RESOLUTION  37 
"BARBERS  UNION  LABEL" 

WHEREAS:  the  fact  that  many  men  who  earn  their 
livelihood  under  union  conditions  fail  to  demand  the 
shop  card  of  J.  B.  I.  U.  of  A.  when  having  their  bar- 
ber work  done,  has  brought  about  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
tress among  the  barbers  and  cause  non-union  shops  to 
spring  up  like  mushrooms  in  every  section  of  the  state, 
and 

WHEREAS:  if  all  members  of  organized  labor  pat- 
ronize only  union  shops  the  Barbers  Union  would  very 
soon  become  a  strong  and  healthy  organization  and 
scab  shops  would  disappear  from  our  cities,  therefore 
be  it 
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RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion, A.  F,  of  L.,  requests  all  its  affiliated  unions  to  ask 
their  members  to  help  the  barbers  by  demanding  the 
shop  card  of  that  organization. 

CHAS.  W.  SHORT, 

J.  B.  I.  U.  of  A., 
Local  No.  30, 
Springfield,    Mass. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

MOTION  made  and  seconded  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Short,  Barbers,  Springfield, 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Barbers  Union,  stating  due  to 
lack  of  patronage  the  Barbers  Locals  had  lost  tremen- 
dously in  membership,  had  lost  many  shops  and  felt 
it  was  the  duty  of  organized  labor  to  assist  that  or- 
ganization by  patronizing  only  those  shops  which  dis- 
play a  Journeymen  Barbers'  Union  Shop  Card,  and  if 
that  were, done  he  felt  the  locals  of  the  Barbers  In- 
ternational would  soon  come  into  their  own,  and  in- 
stead of  only  four  delegates  from  that  trade,  there 
would  be  many  more,  and  he  appealed  to  the  delegates 
to  do  all  possible  in  this  respect. 

The  Motion  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried. 

President  GATELEY:  I  wish  to  say  to  the  dele- 
gates and  to  our  distinguished  visitor  this  afternoon 
that  it  has  been  the  custom  of  organized  labor  after 
each  state  election  to  go  tapping  at  the  door  of  the 
Governor-elect,  sometimes  hopelessly,  seldom  expect- 
antly, and  never  confidently,  and  beg  the  considera- 
tion of  those  governor-elects  to  give  consideration  to 
our  problems  in  behalf  of  the  workers  of  this  state. 
And  so  after  the  recent  election,  much  to  our  great 
pleasure  and  gratification,  we  received  from  the 
Governor-elect  at  that  time  a  summons  to  appear  be- 
fore him  and  explain  to  him  some  of  the  program 
which  we  wished  adopted  in  this  state.  We  gathered 
a  committee  together  and  were  given  a  long,  serious 
audience  with  the  Governor-elect  and  at  that  time  we 
went  into  detail  in  regard  to  the  program  that  labor 
wished  to  have  enacted,  and  when  the  Governor's  in- 
augural message  came  forth  it  contained  practically 
all  of  the  major  propositions  in  which  labor  was  in- 
terested. 

Of  course  we  have  had  governors  who  have  given 

us  lip  service — ^plenty  of  lip  service — in  their  inaug- 
ural addresses  and  gave  us  apparent  support  in  our 
appeals  for  their  assistance  before  the  legislature,  but 
I  want  to  say  that  the  present  governor  is  the  first 
governor  who  has  gone  all  the  way  through,  using 
every  possible  effort  and  power  within  his  office  to 
force  the  passage  of  the  legislation  in  which  labor  was 
interested.  And  I  want  to  give  him  acknowledgment 
for  his  services,  particularly  in  regard  to  our  anti- 
injunction  bill.    Well  do  I  know  the  amount  'of  pressure 


that  was  put  on  that  office  to  get  the  governor  to  re- 
fuse to  sign  that  kind  of  legislation;  we  made  our  way 
against  great  odds  in  the  Senate,  and  we  came  up 
against  great  odds  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  we  came  forth  with  a  complete  document  that 
had  the  approval  of  labor,  and  as  a  court  of  last  re- 
sort, the  governor's  office  was  besieged  by  the  business 
heads  of  this  state,  urging  and  threatening,  yes, 
threatening  and  demanding  the  governor  not  to  sign, 
and  that  if  he  dared  to  sign  this  piece  of  legislation 
and  ignored  this  tremendous  amount  of  pressure,  he 
would  suffer  great  political  losses.  And  in  our  presence 
he  affixed  his  signature  to  this  wonderful  piece  of  pro- 
gressive legislation.  And  so  delegates  I  want  to  say 
to  the  Governor  that  at  this  time  we  want  to  do  him 
honor  for  his  sincerity.  We  have  the  greatest  respect 
for  his  fine  intelligence  and  we  love  him  for  his  hu- 
maneness, and  without  going  into  any  further  details 
I  want  to  present  to  you  the  greatest  humanitarian 
governor  of  the  people  and  for  the  people,  that  ever 
graced  the  office  of  the  seat  of  governor  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  James  M.  Curley 

HONORABLE  JAMES  M.  CURLEY:  "Mr  Chair- 
man, honored  officers  and  friends,  it  is  an  extreme 
pleasure  as  chief  executive  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
be  permitted  to  come  here  and  extend  the  greetings 
and  expression  of  good  wishes  in  behalf  of  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  upon  this,  the  jubilee  anniver- 
sary of  organized  labor  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. And  when  you  use  the  term  'golden  jubi- 
lee' I  believe  it  implies  everything  the  term  itself 
would  suggest.  It  has  been  a  long,  tedious,  hard,  uphill, 
fight  for  a  period  of  50  years  to  secure  these  measures 
of  social  and  economic  justice  that  common  sense  and 
intelligence  should  have  accepted  nearly  a  half  cen- 
tury ago.  But  we  move  exceedingly  slow  in  the  matter 
of  liberal  and  humane  legislation  and  I  sometimes 
wonder  just  what  we  would  have,  outside  perhaps  of 
the  story  of  the  deeds  of  the  women  and  men  that 
made  possible  the  establishment  of  the  American  Re- 
public, were  it  not  for  organized  labor.  Everything  that 
is  inspiring  in  the  life  of  America,  that  re-tells  the 
story  of  the  progress  upward  of  the  America  of  today 
may  be  traced  not  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  great 
political  parties  but  to  Organized  Labor  in  America. 
And  what  is  there  in  which  we  take  pride?  We  pride 
ourselves  upon  the  measures  that  have  been  enacted 
in  the  law  compelling  one  element  of  society  to  recog- 
nize the  rights  of  another  element  of  society.  One  ele- 
ment of  society  that  has  forgotten  its  obligation  to 
the  other  element  and  in  doing  so  has  disregarded 
its  obligation  to  our  common  country  and  the  entire 
American  people  and  organized  labor  has  carried  on. 
I  sometimes  wonder  what  would  have  been  the  fate  of 
organized  labor  in  the  early  days  were  it  not  for  the 
courageous  and  inspiring  message  that  emanated  from 
the  seat  of  spiritual  wisdom,  from  the  famous  encycli- 
cal issued  by  Pope  Leo  XIII,  calling  upon  the  em- 
ployer to  recognize  his  obligation  to  the  employee  and 
the  employee  to  recognize  his  obligation  to  the  em- 
ployer  and   both   to   recognize   their   obligation   to  the 
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community  and  society.  It  came  at  a  time  when  just 
such  was  essential  to  strengthen  the  spirit  of  the 
movers  for  the  establishment  of  this  wonderful  or- 
ganization and  it  gave  to  the  organized,  security,  cour- 
age, vision  and  added  dignity  that  has  made  possible 
the  enactment  of  the  law  which  we  take  such  pride 
in  today,  the  8-hour  day,  the  40-hour  week,  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  bills,  the  Anti-Injunction  law  and 
measures  of  that  character  so  essential  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  worker  and  so  necessary  for  the  welfare 
of  every  individual  in  our  common  country. 

"In  the  past  two  years  we  have  perhaps  gone  far- 
ther afield  than  at  any  previous  time  in  the  history 
of  the  nation  in  what  we  are  pleased  to  term,  a  'social 
security  program.'  There  are  those  in  America  who 
regard  the  outcome  of  the  recent  election  in  Rhode 
Island  as  an  indication  of  the  passing  of  one  political 
party  and  its  present  leader  and  the  resurrection  of 
a  party  that  forfeited  the  right  to  consideration  of 
the  people  and  part  of  intelligent  America.  I  do  not 
subscribe  to  the  passing  and  I  do  not  subscribe  to 
the  resurrection  because  the  election  is  more  than  a 
year  away  and  an  opportunity  is  presented  for  the 
correction  of  errors,  if  they  happened,  and  they  did 
insofar  as  our  section  of  America  is  concerned,  and 
in  my  opinion  personally  as  far  as  the  entire  nation 
itself  is  concerned.  But  regardless  of  errors,  re- 
gardless of  evil,  the  fact  stands  clearly  forth  that 
no  man  in  the  leadership  of  America,  has  demon- 
strated more  courage  or  a  firmer  desire  that  jus- 
tice be  done  for  all  the  people  of  America  than  the 
great  present  leader  of  the  nation,  Franklin  D.  Roose- 
velt. He  has  been  traveling  as  Columbus  traveled  in 
his  day,  on  unchartered  seas,  a  sea  with  reefs  and  rocks 
that  would  move  any  individual  but  he  has  gone  forth 
with  courage.  Yes,  he  has  made  mistakes,  of  course, 
because  he  is  a  human  individual.  That  doesn't  take 
away  from  the  courage  of  his  progress  or  his  desire 
to  serve  his  fellow  Americans.  Oh,  we  can  correct  one 
of  those  mistakes  if  we  can  impress  on  those  in  author- 
ity in  America,  that  in  business  there  is  no  such  word 
as  'altruism'  that  every  nation  in  the  world  buys  in 
the  cheapest  markets  and  the  security  of  the  happiness 
and  well  being  of  the  American  people  would  at  least 
be  reached  if  there  was  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  America  to  buy  anything  but  American  made 
goods.  I  believe  it  is  about  time  to  put  the  American  un- 
employed to  work  and  let  Japan  consume  their  products 
in  Japan  and  elsewhere,  and  let  the  citizens  of  Japan 
go  on  the  bread  lines.  Some  one  says  it  is  our  duty  to 
rebuild  the  social  structure  of  the  law.  We  don't  elect 
presidents  here  to  run  the  world,  we  elect  presidents 
here  to  look  after  the  affairs  of  the  American  people 
and  the  sooner  they  realize  it,  the  better  for  the 
American  people.  Hoover's  great  mistake  was  he  be- 
lieved the  salvation  of  America  was  to  loan  money 
to  foreign  nations  to  buy  our  goods.  They  accepted 
the  money  but  they  did  not  buy  our  goods  and  now  they 
refuse  to  pay  us  back  either  the  principle  or  the  in- 
terest on  the  money.  Another  man  might  say,  we  won't 
loan  them  any  money  but  will  give  them  a  chance  to 


1  bring  their  goods  into  America  but  when  you  do  you 
are  taking  away  the  opportunity  from  your  own  people 
to  make  a  livelihood,  and  I  believe  the  first  duty  of  the 
President  is  to  the  people  of  this  country  and  this 
task  is  to  get  them  from  those  bread  lines  and  welfare 
rolls  and  put  them  back  on  pay  rolls.  It  is  essential 
not  only  to  every  fraternal,  every  social,  every  labor 
and  religious  organization,  but  to  the  continued  ex- 
istence of  the  American  Republic.  I  believe  the  time 
has  arrived  for  a  lot  of  clear  thinking  on  the  part  not 
only  of  organized  labor  but  on  the  part  of  every  Amer- 
ican, and  more  particularly  those  that  are  in  the 
cloistered  atmosphere  of  Washington  where  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  visualize  just  what  affairs  or  con- 
ditions are  in  the  United  States.  There  is  a  hostility 
here  because  of  the  closing  of  our  factories  in  New 
England.  It  is  perfectly  natural.  Washington  saw 
fit  to  embark  upon  a  program  they  thought  was  all 
right  by  letting  down  the  bars  and  allowing  goods  of 
other  countries  to  come  in  here.  Naturally  it  created 
enmity  and  antagonism.  It  brought  about  unemploy- 
ment to  the  citizens  of  New  England  and  they  resented 
it.  But  we  have  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  to  correct 
that,  and  if  we  could  abolish  such  tactics,  I  think  then 
we  could  arrange  some  system  of  regulation  on  manu- 
factured goods,  for  example  a  duty  equivalent  to  the 
increases  of  production  on  American  goods  and  10% 
additional,  and  that  would  close  the  doors  on  inferior 
goods  and  put  to  work  3,000,000  of  our  unemployed  in 
the  United  States.  I  never  realized  how  much  neglect 
there  has  been  of  the  rights  of  the  individual  worker 
until  I  became  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
lo  and  behold,  I  learned  that  organized  labor  had  been 
fighting  for  a  bill  such  as  the  anti-injunction  bill  for 
30  years,  and  never  was  able  to  bring  about  its  enact- 
ment, and  every  measure  that  came  to  me  last  year, 
I  signed,  yes,  and  even  the  teacher's  oath  bill.  You 
know  the  most  responsible  office  in  the  United  States  is 
that  of  the  President  and  when  he  takes  office  he  has 
to  take  an  oath  and  he  promises  or  pledges  himself 
to  support  and  uphold  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  yet  there  were  teachers  who  believe  they 
should  not  be  requested  to  take  such  oath.  They  are 
going  to  be  compelled  to  do  it  and  they  should  do  it. 
They  get  their  living  here. 

"Just  one  word  in  conclusion,  I  want  to  thank  my 
good  friends,  Mr.  Gatelee  and  Mr.  Maney  and  Bob 
Watt  for  the  co-operation  which  they  have  extended 
during  the  year;  we  got  along  very  harmoniously.  We 
haven't  accomplished  the  impossible  from  my  view 
point,  but  apparently  we  have  accomplished  the  im- 
possible from  the  view  point  of  state  labor  legisla- 
tion on  Beacon  Hill,  which  is  so  vital  and  to  the 
benefit  of  organized  labor.  It  again  is  a  privilege  to 
say  that  it  is  a,  pleasure  to  be  with  you." 

MOTION  by  Delegate  M.  J.  Flynn,  Newswriters, 
Boston,  that  we  suspend  with  the  regular  ord-^r  ^f 
business  and  remain  in  session  until  6.30  P.  M.  MO- 
TION seconded  and  carried  by  the  delegates. 
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Chairman  Miller,  Committee  on  Constitution  was 
called  upon  at  this  time  to  give  a  report. 

ARTICLE  IIIA— LEGISLATIVE   MEETING 

Section  lA — Legislative  meeting  of  delegates  to  the 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  shall  be  held 
on  the  second  Sunday  of  January  of  each  year  at  such 
place  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Executive  Council. 

Section  2 — The  purpose  of  the  Legislative  Meeting 
will  be  to  discuss  the  legislative  program  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Branch  re:  acts  before  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Court  and  mobilize  the  membership  of 
the  State  Branch  in  furtherance  of  its  program. 

Section  3 — The  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
Branch  shall : 

a — Issue  the  call  for  said   Legislative   Meeting. 

b — Designate  the    time    and   present    rules    for    said 

convention. 
c — Prepare  the  agenda  for  discussion  and  action. 

d — Designate,   if  available,  and  invite,   if  necessary, 
expert    opinion    on     important     sections    of    the 
agenda. 
SYLVESTER  J.  McBRIDE,  Typographical  13. 
A.  PEARLSTEIN,  Newspaper  Distributors,  Local  259. 
AARON  VELLEMAN,  Stenographers  14965. 
MARTIN  J.  CASEY,  Electrotyper  No.   11. 
JOHN   E.  HAUSER,  Electrotypers  No.   96. 

"Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  any  and  all 
advantages  that  might  result  from  the  subject  matter 
of  this  constitutional  amendment  are  now  obtained 
from  our  regional  conferences,  held  annually  in  the 
several  districts  and  dealing  directly  with  legislative 
matters   of  both  local   and   state-wide   appeal. 

"The  regional  conference  method  is  quite  effective 
and  far  less  expensive  than  calling  a  convention  in  Bos- 
ton; we  feel,  however,  that  we  should  not  let  this  op- 
portunity pass  without  reminding  the  delegates  of  the 
necessity  of  having  each  and  every  local  union  in  their 
district  participate  in  these  conferences,  and  give  their 
entire  co-operation  to  the  officers  of  this  organization 
to  the  end  that  our  legislators  will  fully  understand 
the  wishes  of  organized  labor. 

"We,   therefore,    non-concur." 

MOTION  to  adopt  recommendation  was  made,  sec- 
onded and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  34 
"AMENDMENT   TO   CONSTITUTION" 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  50th  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Xabor : 


WHEREAS:  the  policies  of  the  officials  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  in  the  past  have  been  to  appear 
before  various  political  gatherings  to  inform  the  work- 
ers as  to  the  attitude  of  their  representatives  in  the 
General  Court  when  dealing  with  matters  pertaining 
to  the  workers;  and 

WHEREAS:  the  development  of  the  radio  has  now 
attracted  all  political  activities  to  be  conducted  over  its 
system  thereby  practically  eliminating  the  old-time  pol- 
icy of  street  corner  rallying  which  was  so  popular  in 
the  past,  causing  Labor  to  be  at  a  disadvantage  in  dis- 
seminating information  to  the  voters  on  the  activities 
of  their  elected  representatives;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  there  be  inserted  in  a  suitable 
place  in  the  constitution  an  amendment  as  follows: 

There  shall  be  created  a  permanent  radio  educa- 
tional council  within  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 
by  the  appointment  of  ten  members  in  addition  to 
the  officers  of  the  Federation,  and  there  shall  be 
created  a  fund  of  $5,000  which  shall  be  established 
in  the  following  manner: 

$2,000  from  the  general  fund  of  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  and 

$3,000  to  be  levied  as  a  special  tax  within  the  next 
year  as  follows: 

Central    Labor    Unions $10.00 

Local  Unions  of  200  Members  or  over 12.00 

Local  Unions  of  100  to  200  members 10.00 

Local  Unions  of  50  to  100  members 6.00 

Local  Unions  of  50  members  or  less 4.00 

The  council  shall  use  this  money  in  an  experi- 
mental series  of  broadcasts  at  a  time  and  place 
which  in  its  judgment  it  deems  best  in  the  dissemi- 
nation of  information  advising  the  workers  what 
the  State  Federation  is  doing  in  their  behalf. 

It  shall  inform  the  voters  of  the  actions  of  their 
elective  representatives  in  their  law-making  bodies. 

It  shall  approve  all  broadcasts  and  see  that  they 
are  prepared  in  sufficient  time  to  do  so. 

It  shall  not  advocate  the  election  of  any  candidate 
for  public  office.  Its  limits  in  this  respect  shall  be 
to  inform  the  voters  of  the  good  and  bad  qualities 
of  candidates  for  public  office  in  an  impartial  way. 

It  may  invite  subscriptions  from  persons  who  may 
be  interested,  but  must  not  in  any  way  obligate 
itself  or  its  broadcasts  to  any  policy  on  account  of 
such  subscription. 

It  may  solicit  free  radio  time. 

It  shall  make  a  report  annually  to  the  Conven- 
tion. 
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NORA  OUIMETTE,  A.  C.  W.  A. 

HERMAN  KOSTER,  Firemen  &  Oiler,  Local  3,  Bos- 
ton. 
SYLVESTER  J.  McBRIDE,  Typographical  13. 
E.  A.  JOHNSON,  Asbestos  Workers  6. 
W.  J.  REYNOLDS,  Iron  Workers,  7,  Boston. 
JOHN  McLAREN,  Stone  Masons,  9,  Boston, 
CHARLES  L.   O'REILLY,  15268. 
CHARLES   N.  CLASBY,  Gas   Workers,   15268. 
J.  RAYMOND  BRITTON,  1  Mass.  Bricklayers. 
DAVID  A.  GOGGIN,  Plumbers,  89. 
JOHN  CARROLL,  Cement  Finishers,  534. 
H.  A.  RUSSELL,  Engineers  602,  Springfield. 
JOHN  J.  BANNON,  Westfield  C.  L.  U. 
R.  N.  MARGINOT,  Elec.  103,  L  B.  E.  W. 
THOMAS    F.    BURNS,    18363. 

GRACE  BARRY,  Local  1-A,  Telephone  Operators. 
MARY  REGAN,  Local  1-A,  Springfield. 
MARY    OKRONGLY,    Local    18746. 
AARON  VELLEMAN,  Stenographers  14965. 
MYLES  CONNORS,  Gas  Workers,  15268. 
JOSEPH  A.  SALERNO,  Elec.  Workers,  104. 
JACK  BLUME,  Elec.  Workers,  104. 
J.  O'KEEFE,  Elec.  Workers,  104. 

"Your  committee  is  heartily  in  accord  with  the  pur- 
pose of  this  resolution  which,  briefly  stated,  calls  for 
the  utilization  of  the  radio  in  the  legislative  work  of 
this  organization.  We  feel  that  it  is  a  timely  and 
highly  valuable  suggestion,  and  we  concur  in  the  sub- 
ject matter  with  the  exception  of  the  plan  for  raising 
it. 


"We  feel  that  the  amount  of  money  called  for  in  the 
resolution  will,  no  doubt,  be  required,  and  it  should  be 
furnished,  but  we  disagree  with  the  method  of  securing 
it. 

"We  recommend  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  circularize  the  affiliated  locals,  and  any 
other  source  that  in  his  opinion  may  be  interested, 
with  the  purpose  of  raising,  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion, the  amount  called  for  in  the  resolution ;  and  in 
the  further  event  that  this  method  is  not  entirely  suc- 
cessful, we  recommend  that  the  Executive  Council  be 
empowered  to  complete  the  establishment  of  this  Radio 
Educational  Fund,  but  with  the  distinct  understand- 
ing that  no  increase  in  per  capita  tax,  or  mandatory 
assessment  on  the  locals  will  be  levied,  and  no  money 
taken  from  the  Treasury  to  increase  this  fund." 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
made,  seconded  and  carried. 

MOTION  by  Delegate  Velleman,  Stenographers, 
Boston,  that  the  partial  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  be  adopted,  was  carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  at  this  time  a 
MOTION  was  made,  seconded  and  carried  to  adjourn. 

Session  declared  adjourned  at  5:30  P.M.  to  recon- 
vene Friday  morning  at  9:30  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  AUGUST  9,   1935 
FIFTH  DAY  —  MORNING  SESSION 


President  GATELEE  called  the  session  to  order  at 
10.15  a.m.  He  urged  all  delegates  to  give  their  utmost 
attention  to  the  resolutions  which  would  come  before 
the  delegates  this  morning  which  were  of  vital  impor- 
tance, and  also  so  as  to  expedite  matters  so  that  we 
may  possibly  get  away  from  here  this  afternoon. 

He  introduced  at  this  time  MARY  GORDON 
THOMPSON,  of  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League  of 
Boston  who  greeted  the  golden  jubilee  convention  of  the 
Mass.  State  Branch,  stating  she  was  proud  to  be  here 
on  this  occasion  as  Springfield  had  produced  her,  also 
that  she  was  celebrating  with  the  State  Federation  for 
she  had  recently  passed  her  half  century  mark.  She 
congratulated  the  State  Federation,  spoke  of  the  splen- 
did work  performed  by  them,  especially  in  the  past  year, 
thanked  them  for  their  co-operation  to  the  League  and 
hoped  the  delegates  would  take  back  with  them  the  story 
of  purchasing  union  label  goods  and  patronizing  union 
shops.  She  told  of  her  work  with  the  International 
Ladies'  Garment  Workers  Union  for  which  she  had 
worked  recently  and  had  gone  through  several  strikes 
with  the  members  of  that  organization.  She  hoped  all 
men  and  women  in  the  trade  union  movement  would 
put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  do  a  job  such  as 
we  had  never  done  before. 


Secretary  WATT  at  this  time  read  telegrams  from 
Robert  Fechnor, 

Robert  Watt,  Convention  Hall. 

Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  Convention,  Spring- 
field. 

KEENLY  REGRET  I  CANNOT  ARRANGE  TO 
COME  TO  SPRINGFIELD  THIS  WEEK.  BEST 
WISHES   FOR  A  CONSTRUCTIVE  CONVENTION. 

ROBERT  FECHNER,  Director, 

Emergency  Conservation  Work. 

John  F.  Gatelee,  President. 

Massachusetts'  Federation  of  Labor  Convention,  Bridge- 
way  Hotel,  Springfield,  Mass. 

WE  ARE  DELIGHTED  TO  THANK  YOU  MOST 
PROFOUNDLY  IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  JOINT 
ANTI-NAZI  CONFERENCE  ORGANIZED  BY  THE 
AMERICAN  JEWISH  CONGRESS  AND  THE  JEW- 
ISH LABOR  COMMITTEE  ATTENDED  BY  OVER 
A  THOUSAND  DELEGATES  REPRESENTING 
TWO  HUNDRED  AND  SIX  ORGANIZATIONS 
WITH  A  MEMBERSHIP  OF  OVER  ONE  HUNDRED 
THOUSAND   FOR   THE   REMARKABLE    SERVICE 
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RENDERED  BY  YOUR  POWERFUL  ORGANIZA- 
TION IN  ITS  HEROIC  FIGHT  IN  THE  NAME  CF 
JUSTICE  AND  RIGHTEOUSNESS  AGAINST  THE 
CRUEL  NAZI  REGIME  WHICH  HAS  CRUSHED 
ALL  FREEDOM  BE  IT  THAT  OF  RELIGIOUS 
GROUPS  OR  OF  THE  EXEMPLARY  LABOR 
MOVEMENT  OF  GERMANY.  RESOLUTION  TO 
THIS  EFFECT  WAS  ADOPTED  UNANIMOUSLY 
BY  ACCLAMATION  INDICATING  SINCEREST 
APPRECIATION  OF  YOUR  STRONG  SUPPORT  OF 
SACRED  CAUSE  OF  HUMANITY.  WE  LIKEWISE 
THANK  YOU  EXTREMELY  FOR  SENDING  JOHN 
J.  KEARNEY  AS  YOUR  SPOKESMAN  WHO  REP- 
RESENTED YOUR  ORGANIZATION  WITH  DIS- 
TINCTION AND  PLEADED  OUR  CAUSE  WITH 
ELOQUENCE. 

Joint  ANTI-NAZI  Conference, 
SAMUEL  KALESKY,  Chairman; 
RABBI  JOSEPH  S.   SHUBOW,  Secretary; 
LEON  ARKIN,  Chairman  of  Arrangements. 

Delegate  O'Connor,  Central  Labor  Union,  New  Bed- 
ford at  thfs  time  requested  permission  of  the  floor,  stat- 
ing that  this  being  the  golden  jubilee  convention,  ses- 
sions having  been  very  harmonious  and  that  it  was 
called  to  his  attention  that  there  is  only  one  contest  on 
the  ballot  which  would  be  the  last  order  of  business.  He 
felt  the  printing  of  ballots  which  would  be  necessary, 
the  expense  and  time  would  be  great  and  as  there  were 
many  important  resolutions  to  come  before  the  delegates 
he  felt  in  order  to  expedite  matters,  that  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman  and  good  brother  who  was 
kind  enough  to  nominate  him  for  the  office  of  vice  pres- 
ident in  the  second  district,  he  desired  to  withdraw  his 
name  from  the  contest. 

President  Gatelee  stated  that  Delegate  O'Connor 
had  withdrawn  from  the  contest  of  vice  president  in 
the  second  district. 

Delegate  Batty  at  this  time,  also  a  candidate  for 
vice  president  in  the  second  district,  rose  to  express  his 
personal  gratitude  to  Brother  O'Connor  for  his  with- 
drawal, as  he  knows  Brother  O'Connor  to  be  a  cour- 
ageous, upright  and  straight  trade  unionist  and  he  per- 
sonally felt  very  grateful  for  the  honor  given  him. 

President  Gatelee  at  this  time  introduced  MR. 
ALLEN,  Chairman  of  the  New  England  American 
Newspaper  Guild,  which  he  stated  had  been  recently 
formed  and  we  hoped  some  day  would  become  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Mr.  Allen  greeted  the  delegates  and  stated  that  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  on  September  5th  of  this  year 
they  were  conducting  a  nation  wide  referendum  on  the 
question  of  affiliation  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  it  is  only  proper  and  fitting  for  him  to 
extend  the  greetings  of  the  New  England  Newspaper 
Guild.   Stated  they  have  400  members  in  New  England ; 


in  some  sections  of  the  country  they  were  reaching  a 
condition  which  would  result  in  a  closed  shop;  just 
completed  a  successful  19  weeks  strike  in  Newark, 
New  Jersey  and  just  now  have  one  in  Ohio.  He  stated 
the  convention  they  had  just  held  in  Cleveland  voted  by 
a  two-third  majority  to  affiliate  with  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  He  stated  although  they  were  only 
organized  for  2  years  that  they  had  already  grasped 
the  spirit  of  trade  unionism  and  he  was  pleased  to  bring 
the  greetings  of  his  organized  fellow  workers  to  th2 
convention. 

President  Gatelee  called  upon  Vice  President  JOHN 
CARROLL,  who  spoke  on  the  Federal  Housing  plan,  he 
being  a  member  of  said  commission. 

DELEGATE  JOHN  CARROLL:  One  year  ago  I 
talked  on  the  problem  of  housing  to  a  Convention  of 
this  Organization,  and  among  other  things  I  said  I 
hoped  to  be  able  to  report  one  year  hence  on  some 
major  accomplishments  in  the  housing  field.  I  am  very 
happy  indeed  to  be  able  to  make  a  progressive  report 
at  this  Convention. 

Our  struggles  over  the  past  fifty  years  have  been 
mainly  directed  to  shorten  the  hours  of  Labor  and  ob- 
tain more  wages,  in  addition  to  having  many  social 
measures  passed  by  our  Legislature  improving  living 
conditions  of  the  workers  in  this  Commonwealth.  In 
celebrating  our  50th  Annual  Convention  we  have  reason 
to  be  proud  of  our  many  accomplishments. 

The  State  Board  of  Housing,  with  the  co-operation 
of  Labor  in  this  Commonwealth,  was  successful  in  hav- 
ing adopted  legislation  permitting  the  cities  and  towns 
in  the  State  to  set  up  housing  authorities.  You  will  find 
on  page  36  of  the  Officers'  Report,  the  powers  and  duties 
of  these  housing  authorities. 

We  must  not  feel  that  we  have  reached  the  utopia 
in  housing.  There  is  a  great  deal  we  must  yet  do.  The 
legislation  sought  in  the  resolutions  before  you  for  con- 
sideration, are  some  of  the  things  we  must  strive  to 
accomplish  in  the  future. 

We  must  always  keep  in  mind  that  there  is  no  insti- 
tution more  sacred  to  the  hearts  of  men  and  women 
than  the  most  famous  of  all  institutions  —  the  home. 
If  we  continue  to  keep  this  thought  in  mind  it  will  en- 
able us  to  go  forward  together  in  carrying  out  the  good 
work  started  18  years  ago  by  our  late  beloved  veteran 
of  Labor  and  Legislative  Agent  of  this  Organization, 
Henry  Sterling, 

You  will  note  on  page  6  of  the  Officers'  Report  the 
high  spots  of  the  vision  and  forethought  of  this  dis- 
tinguished representative  of  Labor. 

I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  distinction 
that  I  believe  is  due  our  late  brother,  Henry  Sterling, 
He  was  the  first  man  in  Labor  in  the  United  States, 
if  not  in  any  organization,  to  advocate  housing  for  the 
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workers  by  public  funds.  Within  the  last  two  months 
the  Homesteads  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment in  Washington  admitted  in  my  presence  that  they 
had  no  precedent  outside  of  Massachusetts  to  enable 
them  to  go  forward  with  homesteading,  and  went  so 
far  as  to  send  a  man  to  Massachusetts  to  make  a  study 
of  the  efforts  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen  previously 
referred  to.  This  great  act  of  Henry  Sterling's  is  com- 
parable with  Judge  Brandeis'  effort  in  promoting  sav- 
ings bank  life  insurance,  in  which  Massachusetts  stands 
alone. 

Great  Britian  is  building  60,000  houses  per  year  by 
public  subsidy.  Labor,  having  been  both  producer  and 
consumer,  can  make  a  most  valuable  contribution  to 
the  success  of  housing  in  the  United  States  if  it  makes 
a  real  effort  in  this  direction.  Our  problem  is  to  make 
the  people  housing  minded. 

We  must  recognize  the  fact  that  congested  and  unde- 
sirable living  conditions  are  nothing  short  of  incuba- 
tors or  supply  bases  for  our  premental  and  medical 
institutions  for  which  a  large  portion  of  our  taxes  go 
to  maintain.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  do  anything 
about  it  in  the  past.  When  a  person  has  a  headache 
the  doctor  is  not  only  interested  in  the  condition  itself 
which  he  treats,  but  he  proceeds  to  find  the  cause  of 
the  condition. 

He  concluded  by  stating  that  the  members  of  the 
State  Board  of  Housing  are  going  to  make  an  effort 
to  visit  every  city  in  the  Commonwealth  and  requested 
the  delegates  to  participate  in  the  creation  of  the  local 
Housing  Authorities. 

Chairman  Johnson  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  re- 
ported further  for  the  Committee. 


RESOLUTION  33 
"INDUSTRIAL  UNIONS" 

WHEREAS:  conditions  of  the  past  have  made  it  in- 
creasingly evident  that  the  industrial  form  of  organi- 
zation is  the  only  adequate  method  of  dealing  effectively 
with  the  workers  problems  in  the  mass  production  in- 
dustries, and 

WHEREAS:  complete  unionization  of  the  workers 
in  mass  production  industries  can  be  obtained  only  by 
an  industrial  type  of  Union,  where  the  full  power  of 
Union  can  be  applied  to  the  task  of  organizing  the  un- 
organized workers,  and 

WHEREAS :  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in 
its  1934  Convention  assembled  in  San  Francisco,  has 
unanimously  endorsed  the  principle  of  industrial  or- 
ganization in  the  mass  production  and  other  miscella- 
neous industries,  and 

WHEREAS:  with  the  unionization  of  workers  in  a 
mass    production   industry,   collective   bargaining   with 


the  employers  can  be  accomplished  with  a  unity  of  pur- 
pose and  with  better  general  results  for  the  workers 
by  the  industrial  form  of  organization,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled,  that  endorsement 
be  given  to  the  action  taken  by  the  National  Convention 
with  respect  to  industrial  organizations,  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED:  that  our  delegate  to  the  1935  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  at  Atlantic 
City  be  instructed  to  work  and  vote  for  any  action  that 
will  expedite  the  application  of  this  principle  to  insure 
immediate  and  complete  organization  of  the  mass  pro- 
duction and  other  miscellaneous  industries. 

Respectively  submitted : 

JOSEPH  T.  MASUCCI, 

Westinghouse  Federal,  No.  18476. 

SALVATORE  CAMELIO, 

Mechanical  Rubber  Workers,  No.  19002. 

FRANK  J.  SHEEHAN, 

Mechanical  Rubber  Workers,  No.  19002. 

WILLIAM  F.  CRONIN, 

Cambridge  Gas  Workers,  No.  19353. 

JOHN  COLLINS, 

Brockton  Gas  Workers,  No.  18583.  - 

M.  J.  HINES, 

Bottlers  &  Drivers,  No.  122,  Boston. 

EUGENE  A.  PASINI, 

Bakers,  No.  32,  Springfield. 

JOSEPH  A.  SALERNO, 

Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers,  Boston. 

ADOLPH  MARTINI, 

Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers,  Boston. 

LESLIE  RICHARDS, 

Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers,  Boston. 

SAMUEL  HERMAN,  ■ 

Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers,  Boston. 

MYLES  CONNORS, 

Gas  Distribution  Workers,  Boston. 

ROBERT  STRACHAN, 

Everett  Gas  &  Coke  Employees,  No.  18538. 

SEYMOUR  E.  ALLEN, 

Federal  Union,  No.  18385,  Springfield. 

JAMES  McQUEEN, 

Federal  Union,  No.  19469. 

JOHN  H.  McANULTY, 
Carmen,  No.  589,  Boston. 

MATTHEW  J.  McLaughlin, 

Carmen,  No.  589,  Boston. 
THOMAS  MADDOX, 

Local,  No.  18538,  Everett. 

WILLIAM  J.  SMALL, 

Local,  No.  18538,  Everett. 
MICHAEL  FLAHERTY, 

Painters,  No.  11,  Boston. 


118 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 


THOMAS  J.  GETHINS, 

Typographical,  No.  13,  Boston. 

AARON  VELLEMAN, 

S.  B.  A.  &  O.  E.  U.,  No.  14965,  Boston. 
CHARLES  L.  O'REILLY, 

Local,  No.  15268. 

A.  L.  RAMSAY, 
Typographical,  No.  216,  Springfield. 

HAROLD  A.  FAULKNER, 
Teachers,  No.  230. 

EMILY  HALLER, 

Local,  No.  1929,  Silk  &  Rayon  Workers,  Holyoke. 

ADAM  KURTZ, 

Local,  No.  1372,  Easthampton. 

THOMAS  F.  BURNS, 

F.  L.  U.,  No.  18363,  Chicopee  Falls. 

WM.  E.  G.  BATTY, 

Loomfixers,  No.  2,  New  Bedford. 

ANTONIO  ENGLAND, 

Local,  No.  36-A,  New  Bedford. 
CHARLES  M.  CLASBY, 

Local,  No.  15268,  Boston. 
HUGH  F.  BOWEN, 

Local,  No.  14,  Boston. 
JOHN  H.  LEONARD, 

Local,  No.  261,  Street  Carmen,  Lawrence. 

JOHN  F.  WADE, 

Local,  No.  51,  Typographical,  Lawrence. 

B.  P.  WINCHESTER, 

Local,  No.  885,  U.  B.  of  C.  &  J.  of  A. 

OTTO  BUCHWALD, 

Brewery  Workers  &  Drivers,  Local,  No.  14. 

WILLIAM  KALISTA, 

Brewery  Workers,  No.  143,  Springfield. 

NICHOLOUS  SCHILZ, 

Brewery  Workers,  No.  141,  Chicopee. 

MICHAEL  F.  DONOVAN, 

No.  19139,  Lawrence. 
SAUL  HERSCORITZ, 

LL.  G.  W.  U.,  Boston. 

BART  W.  SHEA, 

Match  Workers  Local,  No.  18734. 

A.  TOCKMAN, 

L  L.  G.  W.  U.,  Boston. 
MARY  OKRONGLY, 

Local,  No.  18476. 

FRED  PEZZINI, 

F.  L.  U.,  No.  18363,  Chicopee. 

DANIEL  J.  GOGGIN, 

B.  &  S.  W.  U. 
JAMES  O'CONNELL, 

Brockton  C.  L.  U. 

BERNARD  F.  SMITH, 
B.  &  S.  W.  Union,  No.  38. 

ROSE  E.  ELFMAN, 
•     Cigar  Machine  Operators. 


ROSE  NORWOOD, 

Commercial  Telegraphers. 
WALTER  CARTER, 

No.  3,  Bricklayers,  Boston. 

Chairman  Johnson,  Resolutions  Committee:  The 
Committee  on  Resolutions  concurs  in  Resolution  33 
with  the  following  amendments.  In  place  of  the  third 
"Whereas"  we  recommend  the  following  —  "The  A.  F. 
of  L.  in  its  1934  convention  stated  'the  Executive  Coun- 
cil is  directed  to  issue  charters  for  National  or  Inter- 
national Unions  in  the  automotive,  cement,  aluminum, 
and  such  other  mass  production  and  miscellaneous  in- 
dustries as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Executive  Council 
may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  situation.'  " 

The  Committee  further  recommends  that  the  last  re- 
solve be  stricken  out,  and  the  following  be  inserted, — 
"Resolved:  that  endorsement  be  given  to  the  action 
taken  by  the  1934  convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  with  respect  to  industrial  unions." 

Delegate  Frank  J.  Smith,  Cambridge  Central  Labor 
Union  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  resolution  as  he  felt 
it  was  a  matter  which  should  be  decided  by  the  national 
body  rather  than  by  a  local  body.  He  spoke  of  a  meet- 
ing held  in  Boston  at  the  Hotel  Statler  with  President 
Green  in  attendance  where  the  members  of  the  mass 
production  plants  had  been  in  attendance,  that  an  agree- 
ment had  been  arrived  at  and  which  they  promised  to 
live  up  to,  and  now  they  were  here  trying  to  break  the 
same,  and  he  hoped  every  member  would  vote  against 
the  same  and  leave  the  disposition  of  this  matter  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Gethins,  Typographical  Local  13,  Boston, 
spoke  on  the  question,  stating  we  should  adopt  such 
legislation  within  the  ranks  of  labor,  that  it  was  some- 
thing that  was  coming  and  that  the  laws  of  nature 
could  not  be  stopped.  He  felt  it  should  be  given  earnest 
consideration  by  all  delegates  and  should  be  carried. 

Delegate  Campfield,  Machinists  264,  Boston,  spoke 
against  the  same  feeling  that  while  workers  in  the  mass 
production  industries  had  made  progress  and  should  be 
given  a  chance  for  advancement,  they  should  not  in- 
terfere with  the  craft  organizations  which  had  built 
up  the  labor  movement  of  today  and  he  hoped  the  reso- 
lution would  be  defeated. 

Delegate  McLaughlin,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston, 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution  feeling  it  was  the  only 
way  in  which  action  for  the  welfare  of  the  workers 
could  be  obtained.  He  mentioned  the  case  of  the  ele- 
vated street  railway  and  what  had  taken  place  there, 
and  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Flaherty,  Painters  11,  Boston,  felt  in  con- 
sidering the  matter  they  should  be  guided  by  facts.  He 
quoted  figures  on  the  increase  in  membership  in  craft 
organizations  and  in  the  industrial  unions  and  felt  that 
if  we  did  not  extend  the  hand  of  welcome  to  those  work- 
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ers,  they  would  all  become  company  unionists.  He  spoke 
of  some  of  the  larger  organizations  such  as  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  the  Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers 
and  others  and  hoped  the  resolution  would  prevail. 

Delegate  M.  J.  Flynn,  Newswriters  17662,  Boston, 
offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of 
the  Resolutions  Committee: 

"RESOLVED:  By  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  in  annual  convention  assembled,  that  endorse- 
ment be  given  to  the  action  taken  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Convention  in  1934  with  respect 
to  industrial  and  craft  organization." 

In  speaking  on  the  question,  Delegate  Flynn  felt  by 
taking  this  action  it  was  putting  aside  the  hard  work 
and  energy  put  forth  by  our  old  leaders  in  building 
up  the  labor  movement,  and  further  stated  that  the  sub- 
stitute motion  which  he  had  offered  did  not  in  any  way 
limit  the  authority  of  the  Federation  of  Labor  to  issue 
charters  to  industries  or  plants. 

He  further  stated  that  the  resolve  he  had  offered 
as  a  substitute  was  substantially  the  same  contained 
in  the  committees  report  only  that  he  had  stricken  out 
the  "whereas"  and  that  the  question  is  whether  or 
not  they  are  in  favor  of  issuance  of  charters  to  indus- 
trial form  organization  in  such  industries  or  plants 
where  they  are  necessary  and  where  they  can  only  be 
issued  by  such  authority  that  issues  them,  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  or 
its  convention.  And  he  felt  the  only  thing  he  was 
opposed  to  was  the  criticism  of  those  who  helped  create 
the  labor  movement  and  were  not  here  to  defend  them- 
selves. 

Chairman  JOHNSON  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions felt  the  delegates  had  not  properly  listened  to  the 
report  of  the  committee,  that  it  was  an  exact  copy  of 
the  action  taken  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
convention  in  1934,  and  he  felt  both  the  report  of  the 
committee  and  the  substitute  reaffirm  the  action  of  the 
national  body. 

Delegate  Gethins,  Typographical  13,  Boston,  wished 
to  know  if  the  meaning  of  the  word  "whereas"  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  law  and  definition  in  English  was 
not  for  a  matter  of  information  rather  than  of  much 
importance  to  the  resolve  made.  President  Gatelee  re- 
plied in  the  affirmative. 

Delegate  Burns,  Rubber  Workers,  Chicopee,  on  the 
question  felt  if  the  delegates  realized  that  the  question 
was  the  same  as  the  amendment  to  the  United  States 
Constitution.  He  stated  as  times  changed,  so  rules  and 
laws  had  to  be  changed  and  amended;  he  went  into 
detail  on  the  question  of  the  industrial  organizations, 
one  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  told  of  the  work 
performed  and  stated  it  was  something  we  could  not 
push  out  of  the  way  and  it  would  come  whether  we 
voted  in  favor  or  against. 


He  felt  these  workers  should  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  organize  under  the  banner  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  in  the  way  they  best  could  be  organ- 
ized. He  stated  however  if  the  resolution  were  defeated 
they  would  go  along  with  the  majority  and  work  for 
the  interests  of  the  labor  movement,  that  they  would 
take  their  defeat  and  requested  those  in  opposition  to 
be  sports  and  do  likewise. 

Delegate  Keaveney,  Electrical  Workers,  Lynn,  re- 
ferred to  his  opening  address  at  the  convention  when  he 
urged  the  delegates  to  think  earnestly  and  not  allow 
anyone  to  inject  questions  which  would  tend  to  divide 
the  labor  movement.  He  felt  this  was  a  matter  which 
would  divide  the  labor  movement  rather  than  strength- 
en its  forces;  he  spoke  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the 
long  line  of  labor  leaders  who  had  gone  before,  of  those 
giving  their  all  now  for  the  principles  of  organized 
labor,  and  traced  the  ?iistory  of  dual  organizations,  or 
industrial  organization,  which  had  long  since  gone  out 
of  existence.  He  felt  the  delegates  would  act  wisely  if 
they  were  to  adopt  the  substitute  as  introduced  by 
Delegate  Flynn. 

Delegate  McLaren,  Stone  Masons  9,  Boston,  speaking 
favorably  on  the  question,  traced  the  history  of  labor 
for  the  past  years,  told  of  the  development  of  industry 
in  this  country  which  inevitably  would  bring  about  the 
industrial  form  of  unionism  and  hoped  the  delegates 
would  vote  for  the  report  of  the  committee.  He  stated 
the  trade  unionists  of  the  past  were  due  all  credit  for 
their  work  but  that  as  times  had  changed  so  we  must 
change  laws  to  suit  such  conditions. 

Delegate  J.  Salerno,  Amalgamated  Clothing  Work- 
ers, Boston,  spoke  favorably  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, stating  his  organization  was  that  form  of  union 
and  they  had  been  very  successful  in  their  work  and 
he  felt  it  was  fitting  and  proper  that  this,  the  50th  con- 
vention of  the  State  Federation  take  such  action  to 
strengthen  the  forces  of  labor  by  organizing  those  in 
mass  production  industries. 

MOTION  by  Delegate  Goggin,  Plumbers,  Springfield, 
that  we  adjourn  until  2  o'clock,  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

Session  adjourned  at  12.50  p.m.  to  reconvene  at  2 
o'clock.  ^ 
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FRIDAY,  AUGUST  9,  1935 
FIFTH  DAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION 


President  Gatelee  called  the  session  to  order  at 
2.15  P.  M.  and  stated  the  matter  before  the  conven- 
tion was  the  discussion  on  the  Resolution  No.  33  on 
Industrial  Unions,  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the 
substitute  motion  as  a  whole. 

Delegate  Raleigh,  Street  Carmen  of  Springfield,  re- 
quested the  resolution,  the  report  of  the  committee, 
and  the  substitute  motion  be  read  again  so  that  the 
delegates  would  be  acquainted  with  their  contents. 
President  Gatelee  requested  Chairman  Johnson  to 
comply  with  this  request,  which  the  latter  did. 

Delegate  Raleigh  resumed  the  floor  stating  the  only 
difference  he  could  see  was  that  the  word  "craft"  was 
left  out  and  he  felt  the  substitute  as  offered  by  Dele- 
gate Flynn  should  be  adopted  in  place  of  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Angus,  A.  G.  Spaulding  Federal  Union, 
stated  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  convention 
had  some  further  important  measures  to  discuss  and 
at  this  time  offered  the  following 

MOTION,  that  further  debate  on  this  resolution  be 
limited  to  15  minutes  and  then  same  to  be  put  to  a 
vote.  Seconded  by  Delegate  Mclnnis,  same  puft  to  a 
vote  and  carried. 

Delegate  Strachen,  Local  18538,  Everett,  took  the 
floor  at  this  time  stating  the  years  he  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  industry  and  felt  he  knew  the  opinion 
and  the  feeling  of  the  workers  in  those  mass  produc- 
tion industries  and  felt  they  should  be  given  an  op- 
portunity to  become  affiliated  with  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  He  paid  his  respects  to  the  old 
leaders  of  the  labor  movement  but  felt  we  must 
change  with  the  times. 

Delegate  Connors,  Central  Labor  Union,  New  Bed- 
ford, stated  he  felt  as  a  school  teacher  that  were  it 
not  for  the  organized  labor  movement,  this  country 
would  not  have  the  splendid  public  school  system  we 
now  have,  as  he  felt  the  A.  F.  L.  had  been  the  spon- 
sors and  used  all  their  efforts  to  bring  about  that  sys- 
tem. He  felt  industrial  unionism  would  come  despite 
whatever  action  we  would  take.  He  hoped  the  craft 
unions  would  have  the  vision  displayed  by  the  craft 
unionists  at  the  close  of  the  19th  century  who  adapted 
themselves  to  that  type  of  organization.  Stated  he  was 
interested  in  the  future  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  felt 
however,  whatever  decision  this  body  would  make  he 
would  go  along  with  them,  but  he  felt  there  were  in- 
dustries that  could  be  much  better  organized  under 
the  industrial  form  of  unionism  rather  than  along 
craft  lines  and  he  hoped  the  original  resolution  as 
.introduced  would  prevail. 


Delegate  O'Reilly,  Local  15268,  Gas  Workers,  stated 
he  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  resolution  and  that 
they  were  not  opposed  to  craft  unionism  and  feels 
that  were  it  not  for  the  craft  unionists  there  would  be 
no  labor  movement.  He  felt  the  resolution  was  simply 
asking  this  body  to  reaffirm  the  action  taken  at  the 
national  convention.  He  felt  that  those  engaged  in 
the  mass  production  industry  were  of  the  opinion  that 
the  industrial  form  of  union  was  a  necessity  today. 
Stated  they  had  increased  their  membership  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  were  allowed  to  take  them  in  under 
one  charter.  He  urged  the  delegates  to  vote  for  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  go  out  hand  in  hand  with 
those  workers  in  the  mass  production  industries  and 
he  felt  sure  their  confidence  and  trust  would  be  re- 
spected and  he  urged  the  endorsement  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Delegate  Harrington,  Central  Labor  Union,  Brock- 
ton, felt  the  substitute  motion  was  right  and  that  the 
delegates  from  the  Brockton  Central  Labor  Union 
were  in  favor  of  the  same. 

Delegate  De  Andrade,  Assistant  Pressman,  Boston, 
stated  he  had  no  fear  of  industrial  unionism,  rather 
he  welcomed  it,  he  stated  we  should  accept  them  and 
educate  them  and  have  them  become  members  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor;  he  felt  they  should  be 
first  organized,  educated  and  then  segregated.  And 
he  hoped  the  substitute  motion  would  not  prevail  and 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  would  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Angus,  Federal  Union,  Chicopee,  stated  he 
was  president  of  one  of  the  federal  unions  and  wanted 
to  go  back  with  the  assurance  of  the  delegates  that 
they  could  go  out  and  organize  different  industrial 
plants  throughout  the  district  without  fear  of  inter- 
ference from  international  organizations,  that  they 
could  apply  for  a  charter  and  not  be  deprived  of  the 
same  by  different  craft  organizations. 

President  Gatelee  stated  the  allotted  time  was  up 
and  he  proceeded  to  take  a  vote  on  the  question,  of 
the  Substitute  Motion  offered  by  Delegate  Flynn  and 
seconded  by  Delegate  Campfield. 

Delegate   Flynn  requested   a  roll   call  vote   on   the 
question.    President  Gatelee  stated  25  were  needed  to. 
vote  on  same.     The  matter  was  put  to  a  vote  and  car- 
ried   and    President    Gatelee    stated    a   roll    call   vote 
would  be  taken. 

On  the  roll  call  vote,  the  substitute  motion  of  Dele- 
gate Flynn  was  defeated,  68  in  favor,  96  opposed. 

President  declared  the  vote  on  the  substitute  mo- 
tion was  lost. 

Chair  put  the  Motion  to  adopt  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  was  carried  by  the  convention. 
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Chairman  Johnson,  Resolutions  Committee  contin- 
ued with  his  report. 


RESOLUTION   72 
"C.  C.  C.  CAMPS" 

WHEREAS:  experience  has  proven  that  money  ap- 
propriated and  expended  by  the  U.  S.  Government  in 
construction  of  Civilian  Conservation  Corp  projects 
can  be  best  spent  when  officers  in  charge  of  these 
camps  follow  regulations  by  employing  "Skilled  Build- 
ing Trades  Mechanics  through  Local  Unions,"  who  are 
in  a  position  to  render  valuable  service  and  furnish 
the  highest  type  of  workmen;  then,  and  then  only  will 
the  people  of  this  country  who  are  paying  for  this 
work  be  assured  and  guaranteed  that  the  money  which 
has  been  entrusted  with  the  various  Government 
Agencies  will  not  be  wasted,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  Convention,  go  on  record  protesting 
the  action  of  Commanders  of  "C.  C.  C."  Camps  in 
not  following  regulations,  and  in  hiring  non-union 
building  mechanics. 

Submitted  by 

HARRY  P.  HOGAN, 

Carpenters  177,  Springfield. 

CHARLES  E.  CAFFREY, 

Electrical  Workers   7,   Springfield. 

J.  R.  BRITTON, 

Bricklayers  1,  Springfield. 

DAVID  A.  GOGGIN, 

Plumbers  89,  Springfield.  ' 

JOHN  J.  BANNON, 
Westfield  C.  L.  U. 
ROBERT  A.  BURNS, 

Engineers  75,  Worcester. 

B.  P.  WINCHESTER, 

Carpenters  885,  Woburn. 

COSTANZO  PAGNANO, 
Granite  Cutters,  Quincy. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion with  the  following  recommendation:  "That  a  tele- 
gram be  sent  to  Robert  Fechnor,  Director  of  the  Civil- 
ian Conservation  Corp  requesting  a  representative  of 
the  government  be  sent  into  Massachusetts  to  make 
investigations." 

MOTION  to  adopt  report  of  the  committee  was 
made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  73 
"N.  R.  A.  WAGE  REDUCTION  REPORTS" 

WHEREAS:  there  has  been  widespread  reductions 
in  wages  and  increases  in  the  number  of  working  hours 
since  the  N.  R.  A.  was  declared  unconstitutional  by 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and 


WHEREAS:  the  U.  S.  Government  is  engaged  in 
making  a  survey  of  all  such  departures  from  Code 
Standards;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  all  delegates  to  the  50th  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of 
Labor  be  requested  to  assist  the  Recovery  Adminis- 
tration by  reporting  promptly  to  Secretary-Treasurer 
Robert  J.  Watt  all  cases  where  wages  are  reduced  or 
hours  lengthened  in  any  industry  within  their  juris- 
diction. 

C.  B.  CAMPFIELD, 

Machinists  264. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 
Typographical  13. 


RESOLUTION  64 
WHEREAS:  we,  the  members  of  the  Mass.  State 
Federation  of  Labor  affiliated  with  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  do  hereby  protest  against  the  unfair 
and  un-American  tactics  used  by  certain  manufac- 
turing concerns  and  some  large  department  stores, 
also  some  hotels  or  any  other  business  establishments, 
who  have  and  are  at  the  present  time  taking  advantage 
of  the  recent  ruling  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  of  the  National  Recovery  Act  by  reducing  wages 
below  the  standard  of  a  living  wage,  and  increasing 
hours  of  those  now  employed,  and  laying  off  all  the 
workers  who  were  formerly  employed  due  to  various 
codes,  and 

WHEREAS:  we  believe  these  unfair  tactics  are  a 
serious  menace  to  the  prosperity  of  our  Government, 
which  if  continued  will  throw  thousands  out  of  em- 
ployment, millions  of  dollars  will  have  to  be  spent  for 
relief  increase,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  Mass.  State  Federation  of 
Labor  here  assembled  at  its  50th  convention  does 
hereby  condemn  most  vigorously  the  unfair  tactics 
used,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  a  committee  be  appointed  from 
every  local  in  this  state  affiliated  with  the  Mass.  State 
Federation  of  Labor  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
all  business  establishments  throughout  the  state  in- 
cludings  factories,  hotels,  stores  and  wherever  work- 
ers are  employed  and  if  it  is  found  that  wages  are 
below  the  standard  of  living,  and  hours  increased  to 
eliminate  employees,  these  committees  are  to  report 
their  findings  and  each  local  report  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor  who  will  in  return 
notify  all  local  unions  throughout  the  state,  the  name 
of  the  business  concern,  its  product  and  its  location, 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  we  as  members  of  organized  labor 
will  refrain  from  buying  or  patronizing  such  establish- 
ments. 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

Delegate  BENJ.  B.  HULL,  M.  P.  M.  O., 
Union  186  of  the  I.  A.  T.  S.  E.,  Springfield. 

LESLIE  RICHARDS, 

Boston  Joint  Board  Amalg. 

SIDNEY  LE  BOW, 

Local  546,  Lowell,  Mass.  « 

WALTER  J.  KENEFICK, 

Local  761,  Greenfield. 

M.  J.  SCANLAN, 
Springfield  C.  L.  U. 

HARRY  P.  HOG  AN, 

Carpenters  No.   177,   Springfield. 

JOHN  J.  BANNON, 
Westfield  C.  L.  U. 

D.  A.  HAGGERTY, 

Springfield  53,  Stage  Employees. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  on  Resolu- 
tions 73  and  64  and  MOTION  to  adopt  the  same  was 
made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION   65 
"STATE  PRINTING" 

WHEREAS:  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
through  its  laws  requires  that  printing  for  the  Com- 
monwealth be  given  to  lowest  bidder,  subject  to 
qualifications  which  are  ignored,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  system  gives  the  chiseling  em- 
ploying printer  the  preference  due  to  ability  to  quote 
a  low  price  through  chiseling  on  the  wages  of  em- 
ployees, working  them  under  excessive  hours  or  con- 
ditions not  up  to  standards,  and 

WHEREAS:  employing  printers  who  do  believe  in 
treating  employees  fairly  are  entirely  shut  out  from 
printing  of  Commonwealth  work  due  to  this  unfair 
and  unjust  system,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of 
Labor  hereby  denounces  this  system  of  favoring  chis- 
elers  as  setting  up  conditions  that  tear  down  instead  of 
building  up  our  Commonwealth,  and  demand  that  the 
regulations  governing  labor  conditions  be  rigidly  ob- 
served, and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
the  Governor  and  Presidents  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  with  a  re- 
quest that  this  unfair  system  be  corrected. 

* 

Submitted  by, 

MARTIN  J.   CASEY, 
Electrotypei's   11. 

MICHAEL  J.  FLYNN, 
Newswriters. 


THOMAS  J.  FITZMAURICE, 
Typographical  18. 

S.  J.  McBRIDE, 

Typographical  13. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 

Typographical  13. 
D.  MacCALLUM, 

Typographical  13. 

HENRY  W.  NELSON, 
Stereotypers  2. 

ANTHONY  DE  ANDRADE, 
Press.  Assistants  18. 

EDWARD  T.   GAY, 
Print.  Press  67. 

JOSEPH  A.  DART, 
Printing  Pressmen. 

-  DANIEL  J.    McDonald,   Boston 

Allied  Ptg.  Trades  Council. 

FRANK  H.  CALLAHAN, 
Bookbinders  16. 

Committee  recommended   concurrence  in  the.  reso- 
lution as  amended. 

MOTION  to    adopt   report    of   the    committee   was 
made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  70 
"ORGANIZING   GARMENT   WORKERS" 

WHEREAS:  Springfield  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of 
the  garment  centers  in  Mass.  with  a  number  of  gar- 
ment factories  moving  into  this  city  and  vicinity  since 
the  breakdown  of  the  N.  R.  A.,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  purpose  of  such  factories  moving 
out  of  other  centers  is  to  break  away  from  union 
standards  and  N.  R.  A.  conditions  still  being  enforced 
by  garment  unions,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  garment  industry  has  been  notori- 
ously sweatshop  wherever  unorganized  and  not  only  a 
danger  to  the  workers  in  this  industry  but  also  a  men- 
ace to  workers  in  all  industries  and  to  the  community 
where  it  establishes  low,  un-American  standards,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  tendency  of  this  industry  is  again 
to  pay  pre-N.  R.  A.  wages  of  $4  and  $5  a  week  for 
unlimited  hours,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  in  order  to  protect  the  workers 
in  this  community  the  jubilee  convention  of  the  Mass. 
Federation  of  Labor  recommends  to  workers  in  the 
garment  industry  in  Springfield  to  organize  and  bar- 
gain collectively  under  garment  unions  aflSiliated  with 
A.  F.  of  L. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Springfield  labor 
movement  give  every  assistance  to  the  organizing  staflFs 
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of  the  garment  unions   in  order  to    establish   decent 
working  conditions  in  Springfield  garment  factories. 

Submitted  by, 

DAVID  GINGOLD, 

Ladies  Garment  Workers,  Boston. 
HENRY  TUCKMAN, 

Ladies  Garmeht  Workers,  Boston. 
SOL.   HERSHKOWITZ, 

Ladies  Garment  Workers,  Boston. 
WILLIAM  ROSS, 

Inter.   Ladies   Garment   Workei's   Union, 

Local  178. 

NATHAN  SIDD, 

U.  G.  W.  of  A. 

JACK  BLUME, 

.A.  C.  W.  of  A. 

ANTHONY  D'AMCRE, 

U.  G.  W.  of  A. 

ADOLPH  MARTINI, 
A.  C.  W.  of  A. 
HERBERT  A.   HAFFER, 
A.  C.  W.  of  A. 

JOSEPH  A  SALERNO, 
A.  C.  W.  of  A. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion with  the  further  recommendation  "that  the  Spring- 
field Central  Labor  Union  be  requested  to  give  every 
possible  assistance  to  the  Union." 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  as 
amended  was  made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  66 
"UNION  LABOR  LIFE  INSURANCE" 

WHEREAS:  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany was  created  to  sell  life  insurance  to  the  workers 
on  a  non-profit  basis,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  stock  ef  the  Union  Labor  Life  In- 
surance Company  is  owned  by  Trades  Unions  and  mem- 
bers of  Trades  Unions,  and 

WHEREAS:  for  many  years  insurance  companies 
exacted  an  enormous  profit  from  policyholders  and  in 
some  cases  used  these  profits  to  offset  the  workers 
securing  a  just  wage  with  fair  working  conditions  and 
hours,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany is  serving  the  workers  in  an  ever  increasing 
number  every  year,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this,  the  50th  annual  convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor  hereby  en- 
dorses the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  and 
recommends  same  to  the  workers  of  this  State. 


Submitted  by, 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY, 

Electrotypers  11. 
MICHAEL  J.  FLYNN, 

Newswriters. 
THOMAS  J.  FITZMAURICE, 

Typographical  13. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE, 

Typographical  13. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 

Typographical  13. 
D.  MacCALLUM, 

Typographical  13. 
HENRY  W.  NELSON, 

Stereotypers  2.  ' 

ANTHONY  DE  ANDRADE, 

Press.  Assistants  18. 
EDWARD  T.  GAY, 

Printing  Press.  67. 
JOSEPH  A.  DART, 

Printing  Pressmen. 

DANIEL  J.  McDonald, 

Boston  Allied  Ptg.  Trades  Council. 
FRANK  H.  CALLAHAN, 
Bookbinders  16. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  upon  MOTION  made,  seconded  and  carried, 
same  was  adopted. 


RESOLUTION   67 
"PRINTING  TRADES  UNION  LABEL" 

WHEREAS:  the  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council 
union  label  is  the  insignia  of  the  Printing  Trades 
Unions,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council 
union  label  is  a  sign  that  printed  matter  bearing  same 
has  been  done  under  conditions  fair  to  the  printing 
trades  unions  and  under  union  contract,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this,  the  50th  annual  convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  hereby  requests  members  of  all  unions  to  see 
that  the  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council  union  label  is 
placed  upon  all  printed  matter  issued  by  their  various 
fraternal,  social,  religious,  political  and  business  or- 
ganizations. 

Submitted  by, 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY, 

Boston  Electrotypers  11. 
MICHAEL  J.  FLYNN, 

Newswriters. 
ANTHONY  DE  ANDRADE, 

Press.  Assistants  18. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE, 

Typographical  13. 


124 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 


DUGALD  MacCALLUM, 
Typographical  13. 

THOMAS  J.  FITZMAURICE, 

Typographical  13. 
J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 

Typographical  13. 

HENRY  W.  NELSON, 
Stereotypers  2. 

EDWARD  T.  GAY, 

Print.  Pressmen  67. 
JOSEPH  A.  DART, 

DANIEL  J.  McDonald, 

Boston  Allied  Ptg.  Trades  Council. 
FRANK  H.  CALLAHAN, 
Bookbinders  16. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  Resolu- 
tion. 

MOTION  made,  seconded  and  carried  that  same  be 
adopted. 


RESOLUTION  69 
"SPRINGFIELD  TYPO  STRIKE" 

WHEREAS:  the  members  of  the  Springfield  Typo- 
graphical Union  No.  216,  a  subordinate  local  of  the 
International  Typographical  Union  and  an  affiliate  of 
thft  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor,  on  May 
15,  1935,  were  locked  out  of  employment  from  the 
composing  rooms  of  the  Springfield  Daily  News,  the 
Springfield  Republican,  the  Springfield  Evening  Union, 
the  Springfield  Morning  Union  and  the  Springfield 
Union-Republican,  all  of  which  are  published  under 
the  personal  direction  of  Sherman  H.  Bowles,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  union  employees  of  the  foregoing 
named  newspapers  were  forced  out  of  employment 
because  they  dared  to  protest  against  the  illegal  dis- 
charge of  the  President  of  their  local  union,  Kenneth 
I.  Taylor,  who  was  dismissed  from  employment  in  the 
Daily  News  composing  room  for  refusing  to  accept  a 
position  as  foreman,  which  could  be  considered  tanta- 
mount to  betraying  his  membership  at  the  time,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  autocratic  and  arbitrary  actions  of 
Publisher  Bowles,  czar  of  the  newspaper  field  in  the 
city  of  Springfield,  has  prevented  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  the  existing  industrial  dispute,  even  to  the 
extent  of  refusing  to  abide  by  the  recommendations 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Arbitration  and  Concilia- 
tion Board,  and 

WHEREAS:  Publisher  Bowles  continues  to  employ 
professional  strikebreakers  in  his  composing  rooms  as 
well  as  to  train  young  local  men  and  women  to  strike- 
break,  causing  the  respectable  tax-paying  members  of 
the  Springfield  Typographical  Union  to  remain  idle  be- 
cause they  displayed  courage  enough  to  stand  for  their 
principles  and  right,  which  remain  precious,  therefore 
hd  it 


RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled,  condemn  the 
Publisher  of  these  Springfield  newspapers  for  his  un- 
fair, ruthless  and  cruel  actions  of  arbitrarily  locking 
out  members  of  the  Springfield  Typographical  Union, 
and  for  his  defiant  attitude  displayed  in  his  refusal  to 
accept  the  recommendations  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Arbitration  and  Conciliation  Board,  which,  in 
effect  would  have  ended  this  conflict  and  which  would 
return  the  community  again  to  normalcy,  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED:  that  these  Springfield  Newspapers  be 
placed  on  the  non-union  list  and  that  members  of  or- 
ganized labor  refrain  from  patronizing  merchants  who 
advertise  in  the  unfair  Bowles'  controlled  newspapers. 

KENNETH  I.  TAYLOR, 
Westfield  C.  L.  U. 

A.  L.  RAMSAY, 

Springfield  Typographical  216. 
D.  A.  HAGGERTY, 

Springfield  Stage  Employees  53. 
HARRY  P.  HOGAN, 

Springfield  Carpenters  177. 

B.  P.  WINCHESTER, 

No.  885  U.  B.  C.  and  J.  of  A. 
JOHN  F.  WADE, 

Local  51,  Typographical,  Lawrence. 

M.  J.  HINES, 

Brewery  Workers  Local  122,  Boston. 

JOSEPH  A.  SALERNO, 

Amalgamated    Clothing    Workers    of 
America,  Boston. 

BENJAMIN  G.  HULL, 

Local  186  M.  P.  M.  O. 
JACK  BLUME, 

864  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

ADOLPH  MARTINI, 
A.  C.  W.  A. 

HERBERT  R.  HAFFER, 

A.  C.  W.  A. 
NATHAN  SIDD, 

U.  G.  W.  of  A. 

ANTHONY  D'AMORE, 
United  Garment  Workers. 

THOMAS  F.  BURNS, 
U.  R.  W.,  No.  18363. 

DAVID  A.  GOGGIN, 

Plumbers  89,  Springfield. 
MYLES  CONNOR, 

Gas  Distributors,   15268. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  with  the  Reso- 
lution. 

MOTION  to  adopt  report  of  the  committee  made, 
seconded  and  carried. 
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RESOLUTION  68 
"UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE" 

WHEREAS:  House  Bill  2225  which  contains  report 
of  the  Special  Commission  appointed  to  make  investi- 
gation of  unemployment  insurance,  reserves  and  bene- 
fits, is  now  before  the  Mass.  Legislature,  and  a  major- 
ity of  the  commission  recommend  compulsory  contribu- 
tions and  provide  for  contributions  from  both  employers 
and  employes.  The  minority  report  calls  for  contribu- 
tions to  reserve  fund  from  employers  alone,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
favors  unemployment  compensation  made  compulsory 
by  law,  and  are  opposed  to  the  company  controlled 
unemployment  reserves,  but  do  recommend  that  no 
part  of  the  contributions  to  support  unemployment  in- 
surance should  be  paid  out  of  the  wages  of  labor,  but 
the  whole  should  be  paid  by  management  as  part  of  the 
cost  of  production,  and 

WHEREAS:  legislation  affecting  unemployment  in- 
surance is  one  that  will  have  far  reaching  effect  upon 
working  people  generally,  the  Mass.  Federation  of 
Labor  should  be  recorded  on  this  all  important  legisla- 
tion in  no  uncertain  terms,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of 
Labor  be  recorded  as  opposed  to  employee  contribu- 
tions in  any  form  of  proposed  legislation  of  unemploy- 
ment legislation  and  acting  under  instructions  by  vote 
of  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union  do  urge  that  all 
unemployment  insurance  legislation  should  contain  the 
principle  that  the  cost  of  such  insurance  should  be  a 
cost  that  industry  should  bear. 

Submitted  by, 

HARRY  P.  GRACES, 
THOS.  BURNS, 
Boston  C.  L.  U. 

Committee  recommended  non-concurrence  in  the 
resolution. 

MOTION  to  adopt  report  of  the  committee  made  and 
seconded. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Kearney  spoke  on  the  same 
relative  to  the  question  of  "non-contributory  unem- 
ployment insurance."  He  went  into  detail  on  the  mat- 
ter reiterating  his  statements  of  the  previous  day  re- 
garding this  matter,  that  he  was  opposed  and  labor 
should  be  opposed  to  any  form  of  contributory  unem- 
ployed insurance  on  the  part  of  the  workers. 

Delegate  Gethins,  Typographical  Local  13,  Boston, 
supported  Brother  Kearney  in  his  argument  for  non- 
contributory  unemployment  insurance. 

Delegate  McLaren,  Stone  Masons  9,  Boston,  felt  the 
action   of   the   last    convention    of   the    State    Branch 


should  be  reaffirmed,  that  of  the  principle  of  contribu- 
tory unemployment  insurance  and  gave  his  reasons  why 
he  favored  the  same. 

Delegate  Grages,  Boston  Central  Labor  Union 
stated  the  organization  he  represented  had  gone  on 
record  as  in  favor  of  non-contributory  insurance  and 
he  felt  the  same  principle  should  apply  in  the  case 
of  unemployment  insurance  as  applied  to  Workmen's 
Compensation,  for  labor  he  felt  would  pay  and  he 
hoped  the  report  of  the  committee  would  not  be  con- 
curred in. 

Delegate  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  Boston, 
stated  while  he  had  reported  for  the  committee  "non- 
concurrence,"  he  was  opposed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  being  favor  of  a  non-contributory  unem- 
ployment insurance  for  workers.  He  also  explained  as 
he  had  done  previously  his  reasons  for  these  views. 

Delegate  Watt  took  the  floor  explaining  to  the  dele- 
gates the  bill,  the  resolution,  and  stating  that  it  was 
not  a  social  securities  bill  as  had  been  suggested  by 
Delegate  Kearney.  He  felt  there  was  no  law  which 
would  benefit  the  workers  in  any  state  were  it  passed 
other  than  the  Lundeen  bill.  He  stated,  however,  the 
bill  now  passed  in  this  state  was  not  effective  until 
1937  and  until  that  time  changes  could  be  made,  that 
is  as  far  as  the  workers  contributions  were  con- 
cerned. The  employers  were  expected  to  contribute 
beginning  January  1,  1936. 

Upon  question  by  Delegate  Kearney  whether  or  not 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  has  recorded  itself  as  opposed  to  con- 
tributory unemployment  insurance  Delegate  Watt 
stated  the  A.  F.  of  L.  was  opposed  to  that  system  of 
unemployment  insurance  the  same  as  it  was  opposed 
to  other  legislation  which  had  been  introduced  by  the 
Mass.  Federation  of  Labor.  He  recalled  that  in  1916 
this  State  Federation  advocated  unemployment  in- 
surance and  that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
had  opposed  this  in  any  form  until  1932.  He  felt  that 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  was  guided  in  its  action  and  opinions 
by  the  48  state  f'- derations  of  labor.  He  went  into 
detail  on  the  merits  of  the  question  and  stated  which- 
ever way  the  convention  voted,  he  would  attempt  to 
carry  out  its  mandates.  He  felt  this  was  not  a  good 
bill  and  until  the  workers  realized  that  they  were  a 
power  they  would  not  attain  legislation  beneficial  to 
them.  He  hoped  the  committee's  report  to  non-concur 
in  the  resolution  would  be  adopted  by  the  convention. 

The  Previous  Question  was  called  for  at  this  time 
and  when  put  to  a  vote  declared  carried  by  the  pres- 
ident. 

Chairman  Johnson  read  the  i-esolution  and  President 
Gatelee  put  the  report  of  the  acceptance  of  the  Com- 
mittee's Report  to  a  vote  and  declared  same  carried. 

The  vote  was  doubted  and  by  a  rising  vote  taken 
the  result  was  61  in  favor,  20  against  and  the  chair- 
man declared  the  report  of  the  committee  adopted. 
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Delegate  Keaveney,  Electrical  Workers,  Lynn, 
^vished  information  as  to  whether  the  roll  call  on  Reso- 
lution 33  would  be  included  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention,  to  which  President  Gatelee  stated  if  it 
were  the  wish  of  the  convention  to  have  same  included, 
it  would  be  inserted. 

MOTION  by  Delegate  Keaveney,  I.  B.  E.  W,,  Lynn, 
that  the  roll  call  vote  be  inserted  in  the  records. 
Seconded. 

On  the  question  Delegate  Kearney,  Hotel  &  Rest. 
Emp.,  34,  Boston,  stated  he  did  not  feel  it  was  right 
to  put  a  man  on  record  as  to  how  he  voted  and  he 
hoped  Delegate  Keaveney  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  it  would  be  the  first  time  in  many  years  or  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  our  state  branch,  that  any- 
one would  be  put  on  record  in  that  way.  He  felt  it 
was  creating  suspicion  of  each  other;  that  the  records 
would  perhaps  be  used  by  some  who  would  create  an 
upheaval.  Again  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. 

Delegate  Britton,  Bricklayers,  Springfield  felt  the 
motion  was 'out  of  order  inasmuch  as  the  roll  call  vote 
had  been  a  vote  of  the  majority.  President  Gatelee 
declared  the  motion  a  proper  one. 

Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters,  17662,  Boston,  felt 
inasmuch  as  there  was  no  roll  call  printed  it  would 
be  a  hardship  to  furnish  the  same  for  the  records  to 
which  Delegate  Watt  stated  he  had  a  copy  of  the  same 
recorded. 

Delegate  Flynn  requested  information  as  to  whether 
or  not  a  delegate  who  wished  a  copy  of  the  roll  call 
vote  would  be  furnished  sam^e  and  was  advised  should 
the  convention  so  decide  it  would  be  done. 

AMENDMENT  by  Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters, 
Boston,  that  in  view  of  the  secretary's  statement  that 
such  roll  call  is  available  to  any  local  union  calling 
upon  him  for  such  record  of  the  vote  of  this  after- 
noon's proceedings,  that  the  secretary  furnish  such 
roll  call  to  any  local  union.  Seconded. 

At  this  time  Delegate  Keaveney  stated  he  approved 
of  the  amendment  and  with  the  approval  of  the  sec- 
onder to  his  motion  would  include  the  amendment  as 
the  original. 

The  Previous  Question  was  called  for  and  put  to 
a  vote. 

At  this  time  President  Gatelee  put  the  MOTION  to 
a  vote  and  declared  same  carried. 

The  vote  was  doubted  and  by  a  rising  vote  the  result 
was  as  follows: 
29  in  favor, 
39  against. 

President  Gatelee  therefore  declared  the  Motion 
Lost. 


Chairman  Johnson  of  the  Resolutions  Committee 
had  been  requested  to  refer  back  to  Resolution  46 
which  had  been  adopted  by  this  body,  as  Delegate 
Flynn  had  asked  the  privilege  of  the  floor  on  the 
matter.  Same  was  granted  and  Delegate  Flynn  spoke 
on  the  question  of  cities  and  towns  attempting  to  place 
on  the  school  boards,  at  least  one  member  of  organ- 
ized labor,  stated  in  the  fall  the  people  of  Boston 
would  be  asked  to  vote  for  Arthur  Moriarty  who  was 
to  be  a  candidate  for  such  oflRce  and  he  hoped  cities 
and  towns  throughout  the  state  would  use  every  effort 
to  see  that  labor  is  represented  on  such  an  important 
board  as  the  School  Committee. 

Delegate  Wade  of  Lawrence  stated  they  had  been 
working  on  this.  Delegate  Connors,  New  Bedford, 
spoke  of  the  necessity  of  such  legislation  and  hoped 
the  various  cities  and  towns  would  look  into  the  same. 


RESOLUTION   74 
"HOSIERY  WORKERS" 

WHEREAS:  the  American  Federation  of  Hosiery 
Workers  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  thru  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America, 
has  been  making  an  organization  drive  in  the  New 
England  district  for  the  past  two  years,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  effort  was  made,  mainly  toward 
organizing  the  workers  of  the  Mass.  Knitting  Mills  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  who  own  and  control  mills  at  Jamaica 
Plains,  Boston;  Gloucester,  Mass.;  Rochdale,  Mass.; 
and  Columbia,  Tenn.,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  Company  has  and  is  still  using  all 
sorts  of  acts  of  intimidation  and  coercion  to  prevent 
their  workers  from  organizing,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  Company  is  paying  at  least  thirty 
per  cent  less  wages  than  the  prevailing  rates  in  Union 
shops  and  violate  the  hours  provision  adopted  by  the 
Hosiery  Code  and  also  the  Mass.  state  laws,  and 

WHEREAS:  these  methods  tend  to  break  down  the 
■  standards  of  wages  and  conditions  set  up  in  the  hosiery 
industry,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  Company  also  owns  and  operates  a 
chain  of  retail  stores,  throughout  New  England  known 
as  the  Clearweave  Stores,  Inc.,  in  which  they  sell  their 
product,  known  as  Clearweave  hosiery  and  also  in 
Department  Stores  of  their  brand  known  as  M.  K.  M. 
hosiery, 

THEREFORE:    be    it    resolved    that   the    delegates 

assembled  to   the   Golden   Jubilee   Convention   of  the 

Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor  go  on  record  placing 

I     this  Company,  the  Mass.  Knitting  Mills  and  its  prod- 

i     ucts  known  as-  Clearweave  and  M.  K.   M.  hosiery  on 

I     the  non-union  list,  and  be  it  further 
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RESOLVED:  that  all  delegates  attending  this  Con- 
vention, upon  returning  to  their  respective  locals  in- 
form their  members  of  the  attitude  of  this  Company 
and  the  action  of  this  Convention  thereon. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

ROSE  NORWOOD, 

Com.  Tel.  Union,  Div.  55. 

MAUD  F.   VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 
I.  L,  Y.  W.  U.  Local  179,  Boston. 

WM.  E.  G.  BATTY, 

Local  No.  2  Loomfixers,  New  Bedford. 

MARY  GORDON  THOMPSON, 
W  T.  U.  L. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  reso- 
lution and  recommended  it  be  referred  to  the  executive 
board  for  investigation  and  action. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committer  w^as 
made,  seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  22 
"SAVINGS  BANK  LIFE  INSURANCE" 

"WHEREAS:  organized  labor  in  Massachusetts  sup- 
T^rt'^d  Mr.  Louis  D.  Brandeis  in  the  fight  which  re- 
sulted in  the  enactment  of  the  Savings  Bank  Life  In- 
surance Law  in  1907,  and  has  repeatedly  endorsed  the 
system  as  a  great  benefit  to  the  wage  earners  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  as  deserving  of  our  support,  and 

WHEREAS:  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Federation  of  Labor  and  a  local  labor  union 
in  Boston  a  survey  of  the  membership  of  said  local 
has  just  been  made  by  the  Division  of  Savings  Bank 
Life  Insurance  of  the  State  government,  and 

WHEREAS:  from  the  facts  disclosed  in  said  survey 
it  appears  that  a  high  percentage  of  the  members  of 
organized  labor  in  Massachusetts  are  carrying  weekly 
premium  insurance  and  paying  large  amounts  of 
money  therefore,  and 

WHEREAS:  this  weekly  premium  type  of  insurance 
is  excessively  costly  and  wasteful  of  the  money  of  the 
wage  earners,  and 

WHEREAS:  sound  legal  reserve  life  insurance  under 
policies  containing  proper  and  liberal  provisions  for  the 
benefit  of  the  policyholder  is  available  to  our  wage 
earners  under  the  Massachusetts  system  of  savings 
bank  life .  insurance  at  less  than  half  the  cost  of  the 
same  protection  under  weekly  premium  policies,  and 

WHEREAS:  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  benefits 
of  the  Massachusetts  system  of  savings  bank  life  in- 
surance be  made  still  more  widely  known  to  wage 
earners  in  Massachusetts,  now  therefore  be  it 


RESOLVED :  that  "the  President  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Federation  of  Labor  be  and  hereby  is 
directed  to  appoint  a  committee  to  be  known  as  the 
Committee  on  Savings  Bank  Life  Insurance  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  co-operate  with  the  State  Division 
of  Savings  Bank  Life  Insurance  in  bringing  the  advan- 
tages and  benefits  of  Savings  Bank  Life  Insurance  to 
the  attention  of  all  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Federation  of  Labor. 

FRED  J.  GRAHAM,  Lawrence  C.  L.  U. 
HERBERT  SEVERS,  New  Bedford,  No.  36. 
CHARLES  W.  SHORT,  Springfield. 
JOHN  E.  HAUSER,   No.  96,  Worcester. 
JOHN  W.  GILLIS,  Local  No.  201,  Haverhill. 


RESOLUTION  23 
"SAVINGS  BANK  LIFE  INSURANCE" 

WHEREAS:  the  Massachusetts  system  of  Savings 
Bank  Life  Insurance  has  now  been  in  successful  oper- 
ation for  more  than  27  years  with  the  constant  sup- 
port and  endorsement  of  organized  labor,  and 

WHEREAS:  under  this  system  wage  earners  in 
Massachusetts  are  greatly  benefited  and  are  enabled  to 
buy  sound  legal  reserve  life  insurance  at  a  saving 
of  at  least  one  half  of  what  they  would  pay  for  the 
same  protection  in  the  weekly  premium  companies, 
and 

WHEREAS :  organized  labor  in  Massachusetts  is 
eager  to  see  similar  opportunities  made  available  to 
wage  earners  everywhere,  and 

WHEREAS:  wage  earners  throughout  the  United 
States  pay  nearly  %  of  a  billion  dollars  each  year  for 
weekly  pTpmium  insurance,  while  by  the  substitution 
of  savings  bank  life  insurance  at  least  half  of  this 
money  could  be  saved  to  the  wage  earners  and  made 
available  for  the  purchase  of  other  necessaries  of  life 
and  for  improvement  in  their  living  conditions,  now 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  its  fiftieth  annual  convention  as- 
sembled at  Spjingfield,  this  fifth  day  of  August,  1935, 
hereby  directs  that  its  delegate  to  the  convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  be  held  October 
,  1935,  at  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey,  be  and  here- 
by is  instructed  to  request  said  convention  to  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  taking  such  action  as  will  as- 
sist in  bringing  about  the  establishment  of  a  system 
similar  to  the  Massachusetts  system  of  Savings  Bank 
Life  Insurance  in  every  state  of  the  Union. 

JAMES  R.  MENZIE, 

Carpenters  1092,  Lawrence. 

HERBERT  SEVERS, 
New  Bedford  No.  36. 
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CHAS  W.   SHORT, 
Springfield. 

JOHN  E,  HAUSER, 
Worcester. 

JOHN  H.  GILLIS, 

Local  No.  201,  Haverhill. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  reso- 
lutions. 

MOTION   to    adopt    same   was    made,    seconded    and 
carried. 


RESOLUTION  14 
"HOUSING   STANDARDS" 

WHEREAS:  the  natural  life  of  many  of  the  build- 
ings now  used  for  human  habitation  in  America  have 
been  prolonged  way  beyond  their  reasonable  use  and 
yet  through  the  absence  of  proper  laws  and  lack  of 
enforcement  of  existing  laws  people  have  been  per- 
mitted to  live  in  these  houses  under  conditions  which 
were  unfit  for  any  human  being,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  standard  of  living  in  such  houses 
brings  about  crime,  disease  and  degeneration  which 
should  be  controlled  through  laws  having  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  the  people  and  the  community,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  lives  and  safety  of  the  people  are 
protected  through  laws  providing  for  pure  water  and 
milk,  and  safety  on  the  highways  and  yet  we  have 
been  indifferent  to  all  the  attendant  evils  of  bad 
housing,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  existing  Tenement  House  Act  regu- 
lates to  a  certain  extent  the  planning  of  buildings  to 
be  used  for  habitation  but  does  not  provide  for  their 
proper  use  nor  prevent  their  decay  and  continued  oc- 
cupancy, therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  Convention  instruct  its  offi- 
cers to  petition  for  legislation  establishing  minimum 
housing  standards  prescribing  in  simple  terms  the  mini- 
mum standards  with  respect  to  sanitation,  light,  air, 
safety,  privacy  and  proper  use  to  which  all  structures 
to  be  occupied  by  human  beings  for  dwelling  purposes 
shall  conform. 

JOHN  CARROLL, 

Cement  Finishers  534. 
GEORGE   H.   MILLER, 

Electrical   Workers   96. 
R.  N.  MARGINOT, 

Electrical  Workers  103,  I.  B.  E.  W. 


RESOLUTION   15 
"TAXATION" 


WHEREAS:  one  of  the  serious  problems  now  con- 
fronting the  workers  and  particularly  the  home  own- 


ers, is  that  of  taxation,  especially  because  of  the  fact 
that  in  recent  years  our  Representatives  have  given 
very  little  consideration  to  the  proper  allocation  of 
taxes  when  deliberating  on  the  expenditures  of  monies 
by  our  city  and  state  governments,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  time  is  coming  in  the  near  future 
when  Labor  will  have  to  take  a  very  definite  stand  on 
this  all-important  matter  and  should  be  familiar  with 
the  many  problems  surrounding  the  levying  of  taxes 
so  that  the  workers  may  be  properly  represented  and 
acquainted  with  the  effects  of  future  legislation,  there- 
fore be  it 

RESOLVED:  the  President  of  the  State  Federation 
of  Labor  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Council,  whose  duty 
it  shall  ba  to  investigate  all  matters  pertaining  to 
taxation. 

It  shall  be  empowered  to  cooperate  with  all  other 
persons  who  have  for  their  purpose  a  similar  intent. 

It  shall  be  empowered  to  speak  for  Labor  between 
conventions. 

It  shall  also  be  empowered  to  present  legislation  or 

support  legislation  in  cooperation  with  others,  having 
to  do  with  the  problem  of  taxation. 

All  its  activities  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  President  of  the  Federation  and  the  Executive 
Council. 

Members  of  such  a  committee  shall  be  selected  from 
those  who  are  qualified  by  training  and  experience 
and  those  willing  to  give  of  their  time  to  this  subject. 

JOHN  CARROLL, 

Cement  Finishers  534. 

GEORGE  H.  MILLER, 
Electrical  Workers  96. 

R.  N.  MARGINOT, 

Electrical  Workers  103,  L  B.  E.  W. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  resolutions 
14  and  15  with  the  exception  of  constitutional  amend- 
ment in  Resolution  15,  and  recommend  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  five  members  by  the  president. 

MOTION  to  adopt  report  of  the  committee  made, 
seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION   18 
"RECONSTRUCTION  OF  SUB-STANDARD  AREAS" 

WHEREAS:  wealth  through  land  speculation  has 
been  the  great  American  dream  but  has  proved  a  de- 
lusion; prices  have  been  inflated  in  the  hope  of  great 
commercial  expansion  but  the  truth  of  the  matter  is 
that  in  all  the  large  American  cities  ninety  per  cent 
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of  the  land  area  is  and  will  continue  to  be  used  for 
housing  and  public  purposes,  and 

WHEEEAS:  it  has  been  like  buying  a  ticket  on  the 
sweepstakes  and  the  race  has  been  run  and  the  prizes 
paid  and  nothing  remains  now  but  to  sweep  up  the 
fragments  of  the  torn  tickets  of  those  who  lost  and 
this  is  best  accomplished  by  clearing  those  sub-stan- 
dard areas  of  our  cities,  centres  of  crime  and  disease 
which  are  a  product  of  the  process  of  speculation,  arid 

WHEREAS:  for  years  the  cities  have  participated 
in  this  by  permitting  congestion  because  it  led  to  in- 
creased taxes  on  inflated  values,  and  these  ill-gotten 
goods  should  now  be  returned  in  a  form  which  will 
remedy  the  harm  done,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  shrinking  of  population  in  practi- 
cally all  of  our  sub-standard  areas  proves  two  things 
— first,  that  people  do  not  enjoy  living  in  the  slums 
and  second,  a  death  blow  to  the  speculative  prices  of 
land.  Cities  must  be  educated  through  their  pocket- 
books  and  this  is  rapidly  being  accomplished  by  the 
facts  which  are  now  being  brought  to  light  that  the 
cost  of  maintaining  these  sub-standard  areas  is  ex- 
cessive, in  some  cases  amounting  to  ten  times  the  in- 
come received,  and 

WHEREAS:  these  areas  must  be  redeveloped  for 
low-cost  housing  or  public  use  and  the  only  way  in 
which  a  proper  use  of  the  land  may  be  had  is  through 
subsidy  either  from  the  Federal  Government  or  the 
city  itself,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  time  may  come  when  Federal 
funds  are  no  longer  available  for  this  purpose;  hous- 
ing must  go  forward  and  to  insure  this,  ways  and 
means  should  be  found  to  enable  the  cities  to  provide 
subsidies  for  housing  for  the  low-income  group,  there- 
by repairing  the  damage  already  done  and  bringing 
about  a  social  and  economic  regeneration  for  our 
cities,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  this  Convention  instruct  its  offi- 
cers to  petition  for  legislation  to  enable  the  Common- 
wealth, cities  and  towns  to  appropriate  one-half  of  one 
per  cent  of  the  total  tax  income  from  real  estate  for 
the  purpose  of  subsidizing  through  the  agency  of  the 
local  housing  authorities  the  rehabilitation  or  recon- 
struction of  sub-standard  areas  within  their  confines, 
provided  that  such  areas  be  deemed  proper  locations 
for  rehousing  and  are  in  accord  with  the  city  or  town 
plan. 

JOHN  CARROLL, 

Cement  Finishers  534. 

GEORGE  H.  MILLER, 
Electrical  Workers  96. 

R.  N.  MARGINOT, 

Electrical  Workers  103. 

Committee  recommended  this  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  that  will  be  appointed  under  Resolu- 
tion 15. 


MOTION  to  accept  report  of  the  committee  made, 
seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION    2 
'OLD   AGE   PENSION" 


WHEREAS:  the  Federal  Social  Security  measure 
passed  in  Congress  includes  "Old  Age  Pensions,"  pro- 
visions, and 

WHEREAS:  said  provisions  stipulate  a  minimum 
of  $15.00  per  month  which  would  have  to  be  matched 
with  a  similar  amount  of  $15.00  by  any  State  before  it 
can  obtain  the  Government  grant  making  a  joint 
$30.00  monthly  pension,  with  a  65  years  age  provision, 
and 

¥/HEREAS:  Mass.  Old  Age  Assistance  Law,  some- 
times erroneously  called  a  pension  law  is  so  obviously 
a  pauper  bill,  calling  for  complete  destitution  before 
applicants  of  70  years  and  over  can  obtain  a  measly 
pittance  under  its  provisions,  and 

WHEREAS:  industrial  conditions  which  culminated 
in  the  greatest  depression  of  all  time,  and  exhausted 
the  life  savings  of  thousands  of  hard  working,  thrifty 
citizens,  who  also  due  to  said  conditions  are  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  society,  with  no  hopes  in  their  ad- 
vance ages  of  ever  getting  employment,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  our  State  Branch  prepare  an  Old 
Age  Pension  Bill  to  confirm  with  the  Federal  measure, 
the  same  to  be  presented  to  our  legislative  body  as 
early  as  possible,  and  secretary  instructed  to  con- 
centrate all  our  economic  strength  toward  enactment. 

HERBERT  SEVERS, 

Card,    Picker   and   Ring   Spinner's 
Union,  Local  36,  New  Bedford. 

Committee  recommended  concurrence  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

MOTION  to  adopt  report  of  the  committee  made, 
seconded  and  carried. 


RESOLUTION  3 
"LABOR  PARTY" 


WHEREAS:  the  number  of  Local  Unions  is  larger, 
and  the  numerical  strength  greater  than  ever  before 
in  the  history  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and 

WHEREAS :  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  labor 
movement  is  cooperation  to  the  end  that  workers  may 
receive  a  reasonable  portion  of  profits  out  of  the  in- 
dustry in  the  form  of  wages,  and 

WHEREAS:  statistics  show  continued  increase  in 
numbers  of  unemployed  workers  due  to  the  applica- 
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tion  of  high  speed  machinery,  specialization,  stretch 
out,  etc.,  the  savings  to  the  industry  as  a  result  of  the 
application  of  these  various  devices  going  into  profits 
instead  of  reducing  hours  of  labor,  and  the  retention 
of  workers,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  continuance  of  these  uncontrolled 
tactics  over  a  period  of  years  has  resulted  in  the  con- 
centration of  wealth  in  fewer  hands  at  the  expense  of 
the  jobs  of  the  workers,  millions  of  whom  are  now  in 
enforced  idleness  as  a  result  of  the  system,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  two  major  political  parties  Demo- 
crat or  Republican  are  controlled  by  capitalists, 
pledged  to  the  perpetuation  of  this  system,  maintain- 
ing powerful  political  machines  and  lobbies  in  Wash- 
ington which  insures  them  greater  protection  of  prop- 
erty rights  than  workers  can  ever  hope  to  get  with 
the  present  set  up,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  existing  policy  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  of  rewarding  political  friends,  and 
defeating  their  political  enemies  has  proven  itself  to  be 
totally  inadequate,  and  prevents  organized  labor  from 
gaining  the  full  advantages  of  its  economic  strength, 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  State  Branch  Convention  go 
on  record  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  a  third  political 
Labor  Party  that  will  serve  labor  entirely,  and  so  add 
the  necessary  political  strength  of  our  economic 
•strenrrth  in  order  to  insure  the  workers  a  square  deal 
in  practice  as  well  as  in  theory,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  our  representatives  to  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  Convention  present  this  reso- 
lution with  their  full  support  at  the  forthcoming  Na- 
tional Convention. 

HERBERT  SEVERS, 

Card,    Picker    and    Ring    Spinner's 
Union,  Local  36,  New  Bedford. 


RESOLUTION  9 
'LABOR  PARTY" 


WHEREAS :  production  has  witnessed  so  complete  a 
revolution  in  the  past  100  years  that  today  each  fam- 
ily could  have  an  income  of  $5000  annually,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  use  of  plant  is  limited  by  private 
ownership  to  a  bare  subsistence  level  such  as  we  are 
now  experiencing  in  this  depression,  and 

WHEREAS:  the  only  way  open  to  bring  about  the 
desired  change  from  a  Production  for  Profit  System, 
such  as  we  now  experience  and  which  is  fostered  re- 
ligiously by  the  Republican  and  Democratic  Parties, 
to  a  Production  for  Use  System,  as  sponsored  by  the 
American  Commonwealth  Political  Federation  at  Chi- 
cago, July  5th  and  6th,  1935  and  whose  platform  calls 
for: 


PLATFORM 


L  As  a  means  of  transition  to  an  economy  of 
abundance  we  favor  unlimited  production  for  use  by 
and  for  the  unemployed. 

IL  We  declare  for  the  payment  of  high  wages  to 
all  those  at  work.  We  are  opposed  to  a  charity  dole 
for  the  unemployed  on  relief  or  in  public  w'ork.  We 
favor  union  wages  for  the  unemployed. 

IIL  We  declare  for  complete  economic  security  to 
all  through  abundant  provision  for  needs  and  emer- 
gencies such  as  maternity,  infancy,  education,  sick- 
ness, accident,  old  age,  and  unemployment. 

IV.  We  declare  that  every  worker  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  the  right  to  join  a  union  of  his  own  choosing, 
with  no  interference  by  his  employer.  We  are  opposed 
to  the  police  or  national  guard  being  used  to  break 
farm  or  labor  strikes.  We  favor  outlawing  the  com- 
pany union  and  the  yellow-dog  contract. 

V.  We  declare  that  there  should  be  government 
regulation  of  the  marketing  of  farm  commodities  on  a 
basis  of  the  farmer  receiving  for  that  portion  of  his 
farm  products  needed  for  consumption  within  the 
United  States,  a  price  of  not  less  than  cost  of  produc- 
tion. We  are  opposed  to  the  importation  of  farm 
products  in  competition  with  farm  products  produced 
in  the  United  States.  We  favor  government  refinanc- 
ing of  farm  indebtedness  at  1  V2  %  interest  and  1  %  % 
on  the  principal  of  the  indebtedness  per  annum. 

VI.  We  favor  moratorium  legislation  to  secure  ten- 
ure on  the  land  for  the  farmer  and  the  home  to  the 
city  homeowner. 

VII.  We  favor  heavy  taxation,  effectively  admin- 
istered, on  large  incomes,  including  income  from  all 
public  bonds  now  tax-exempt,  gifts,  inheritances  and 
corporate  surpluses,  to  provide  for  all  necessary  gov- 
ernment and  social  services. 

VIII.  We  reaffirm  our  faith  in  our  democratic  form 
of  government.  We  demand  that  the  right  of  free 
speech,  free  press  and  free  assembly  be  safeguarded, 
and  that  equal  political,  civil  and  economic  rights  be 
assured  for  all  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

IX.  We  favor  the  immediate  payment  of  the  sol- 
diers' bonus. 

X.  We  favor  immediate  public  ownership  and  oper- 
ation of  natural  resources,  transportation  and  com- 
munication, public  utilities,  mines,  munition  plants, 
and  basic  industries. 

XI.  We  favor  unified  federal  ownership  and  opera- 
tion of  the  banking  system  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
trolling the  issue  of  currency  and  credit. 

XII.  We  are  opposed  to  war  and  favor  strength- 
ening the  international  agencies  of  peace  through  in- 
ternational cooperation. 
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XIII.  We  favor  federal  aid  to  education  to  equalize 
educational  opportunities  between  the  states,  this  fed- 
eral aid  to  be  administered  by  a  federal  department 
of  education. 

XIV,  We  favor  a  constitutional  amendment  provid- 
ing that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws 
which  in  its  judgment  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for 
the  general  welfare  of  the  people. 

Therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 

Labor  declares  for  a  State  Labor  Party — for  1936 
election — under  its  guidance  and  control  and  in  co- 
operation with  the  American  Commonwealth  Political 
Federation  which  bars  the  Communist  Party  and  is 
made  up  at  present  of  the  Farmers  Union,  the  Farm- 
ers Holiday  Association,  the  Grange,  A.  F.  L.  Unions, 
Railroad  Brotherhood  Unions,  Unemployed  Groups, 
Minnesota  Farmer  Labor  Party,  Wisconsin  Progres- 
sive Party,  Washington  and  New  York  Commonwealth 
Parties,  the  California  Epic  Movement,  the  Michigan 
and  Iowa  Farmer  Labor  Parties,  Technocratic  Groups 
and  outstanding  men  in  Education,  the  liberal  Press 
and  the  Professions. 

Submitted  by 

JOHN  McLAREN, 

Stonemasons  and  Marble  Masons  No.  9. 


RESOLUTION  59 
"LABOR  PARTY" 


WHEREAS:  the  Federal  Government  allocated 
funds  for  a  study  of  America's  power  and  produce, 
and 

WHEREAS:  as  a  result  of  this  study— called  "The 
National  Survey  of  Potential  Product  Capacity" — 
which  required  eight  months  for  its  completion  it  was 
found  that  every  man,  woman  and  child  could  by  a 
full  use  of  our  present  set-up  be  provided  with  all  that 
is  essential  to  healthy,  happy  living,  and 

WHEREAS:  those  who  have  the  legal  power  to 
make  a  change  to  efficient  production — the  government 
— fail  to  do  so  because  they  evaluate  property  rights 
as  of  prior  importance  to  human  rights  and  place 
same  ahead  and  above  the  expedient  human  needs  of 
society,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of 
Lahor  declare  for  a  Labor  Party  now,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED:  that  should  the  above  resolution  pass, 
the  convention  name  twelve  delegates  with  the  officers 
of  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor  added  ex- 
officio  to  draw  up  Rules  and  Regulations  and  formu- 


late a  program,  and  in  addition  name  a  ticket  for  the 
1936  campaign. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  J.  GETHINS,  Typo.,  Local  13. 
C.  RCGIERS,  Web  Pressmen,  Local  29. 


RESOLUTION   13    AS    AMENDED 
"LABOR  PARTY" 

RESOLVED:  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  the  most  representative  body  of  or- 
ganized workers  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts in  convention  assembled  at  Springfield,  August, 
1935,  record  itself  in  favor  of  the  following  program: 

1.  All  locals  affiliated  with  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor  shall  be  circularized  to  poll  their 
membership  on  the  following  question: 

"Shall  a  Labor  Party  be  established  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts?" 

The  result  of  the  vote  on  this  question  to  be  reported 
to  the  next  convention  in  1936. 

Submitted  by 

S.  J.  McBRIDE,  Typographical  13. 
MICHAEL   FLAHERTY,   Painters   11. 
THOMAS  J.  GETHINS,  Typographical  13. 
AARON  VELLEMAN,  S.  B.  A.  &  O.  E.  U.  14965. 
JOHN  D.  CONNORS,  New  Bedford  C.  L.  U. 
FREDERICK  W.  RINGDAHL,  New  Bedford  Teachers 
263. 

JOSEPH  A.  SALERNO,  Boston  Joint  Board  A.  C.  W. 

of  A. 
HERBERT  SEVERS,  Local  36,  New  Bedford. 
ADOLPH  MARTINI,  A.  C.  W.  of  A. 
NORA  OUIMETTE,  A.  C.  W.  of  A. 
HERBERT  R.  HAFFER,  A.  C.  W.  of  A. 
SAMUEL   HERMAN,  A.   C.  W.  of  A. 
ANTONIO    ENGLAND,   New   Bedford    36-A. 

Committee  recommended  that  Resolutions  3,  9  and  59 
be  non-concurred  in,  and  Resolution  13  be  concurred 
in    as    AMENDED. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 
Made  and  seconded. 

Delegate  McLaren  felt  it  was  too  bad  such  important 
resolutions  be  left  to  the  last  of  the  convention  as 
many  of  the  delegates  had  gone  home  and  there  was 
much  to  be  said  on  the  matter.  He  stated  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  original  resolution  as  he  had  proposed  it 
and  not  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Chairman  Johnson  stated  it  had  usually  been  the 
custom  to  keep  important  resolutions  until  after  other 
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resolutions  had  been  acted  upon.  He  stated  he  was  in 
favor  of  a  labor  party  but  preferred  to  have  the  opin- 
ion of  the  rank  and  file  on  the  matter. 

AMENDMENT  by  Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters, 
Boston,  that  the  entire  matter  of  this  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  for  such 
study  and  action  and  to  report  at  the  next  convention. 
Same  seconded. 

Delegate  Batty,  New  Bedford  felt  those  of  the  dele- 
gates who  had  remained  to  transact  the  business  of 
the  convention  were  fully  qualified  to  do  so  and  he 
felt  it  was  not  proper  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  in- 
coming Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Velleman,  Stenographers,  Boston,  felt  the 
same,  that  those  who  were  not  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  the  convention  had  gone  but  those  who  remained 
were  vitally  interested  in  all  problems  coming  before 
it  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  and  favored 
the  committee's  report.  He  was  heartily  in  favor  of  a 
labor  party  but  felt  also  that  the  rank  and  file  should 
be  given  an.  opportunity  to  express  themselves  on  this 
matter.  He  felt  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  next  con-, 
vention  would  be  delaying  the  proposition  for  some 
time  as  1936  was  an  election  year  and  it  would  then 
be  too  late  to  do  any  thing.  He  hoped  the  report  of 
the  committee  would  be  adopted.  , 

Delegate  Mclnnis,  Boilermakers,  Boston,  seconder 
of  the  amendment  stated  he  did  not  feel  the  time  was 
ripe  for  a  political  party. 

Delegate  Marcieux,  wished  to  be  recorded  as  op- 
posed to  the  Amendment  and  hoped  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Resolutions  Committee  would  be  adopted. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Teamsters  25,  Boston,  stated 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee  and  he 
felt  by  having  a  referendum  on  the  matter  the  mem- 
bers would  be  more  enlightened. 

Delegate  Connors,  New  Bedford,  wished  to  know  if 
referendum  on  a  question  of  this  kind  was  the  only 
democratic  form  of  voting  and  he  hoped  the  commit- 
tee's report  would  be  accepted. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for,  put  to  a  vote 
and  carried. 

President  put  the  Amendment  to  a  vote  and  declared 
same  carried.  The  vote  was  doubted  and  by  a  rising 
vote  the  following  result  was  obtained — 48  in  favor, 
32  against.  President  Gatelee  declared  the  Amend- 
ment carried. 

Delegate  Connors,  New  Bedford  wished  to  know  if 
the  Executive  Council  in  their  study  of  the  matter 
deemed  it  advisable  to  call  for  a  referendum  vote, 
would  they  be  able  to  do  so,  and  President  Gatelee 
stated  it  would  be  within  their  right  to  act  in  such  a 
■vyay. 


Chairman  Johnson  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  at 
this  time  read  the  Resolution  of  Thanks  which  was 
submitted  by  the  Resolution  Committee. 


RESOLUTION  75 
(ARTICLE  5,  SECTION  2) 

"RESOLUTION  OF  THANKS." 

WHEREAS:  The  most  hearty  welcome  which  was  ex- 
tended to  the  50th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Federation  of  Labor  by  the  Spring- 
field Central  Labor  Union  and  the  City  of  Springfield 
have  been  most  gratifying  and  pleasing  to  the  dele- 
gates and  guests  of  the  convention,  and 

WHEREAS:  The  trade  unionists  of  Springfield  have 
been  tireless  throughout  the  time  of  the  convention  in 
providing  for  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  dele- 
gates, their  wives  and  guests  and  by  their  hospitality 
have  greatly  facilitated  the  business  and  pleasure  of 
the  convention,  and  special  mention  and  thanks  is 
tendered  to  the  Springfield  Street  Railway  Company 
and  the  members  of  the  Carmen's  Union  who  donated 
their  equipment  and  time  in  furnishing  transportation 
to  the  various  events,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED:  That  the  50th  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  in  behalf 
of  the  delegates  and  officers  in  attendance,  their  wives 
and  guests,  tender  hearty  thanks  to  the  trade  unionists 
and  other  citizens  of  the  City  of  Springfield  and  to  the 
following : 

REVEREND   THOMAS   A.   SHEA,   St.  Michael's   Ca- 
thedral. 

MAJOR   FRED  J.   HILLMAN,   Ex.   V.   P.   Springfield 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

PHILIP   V.   ERARD,   Chairman,   Board   of  Aldermen, 
City  of  Springfield. 

PRES.    JAMES    SHAUGHNESSY,    Int.    Journeymen 
Barbers  Union  of  America. 

V.  P.  WHITE,  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

HONORABLE  JUDD  DEWEY,  Deputy  Commissioner 
Savings  Bank  Life  Ins. 

ALFRED   BAKER  LEWIS,   Secretary  Mass.  Socialist 
Party. 

JOHN  BARRY,  President  New  Hampshire  Federation 
of  Labor. 

CHARLES  D.  KEAVENEY,  Int.  Vice  Pres.  Brother- 
hood of  Electrical  Wrks. 

ARCHIE    GILLIS,    General    Organizer,    Plumbers    & 
Steamfitters. 

M.    JOSEPH     McCARTIN,     Director,     New     England 
Regional   Labor   Board. 

JOHN  FALVEY,  Rep.  of  the  International  Hod  Car- 
riers. 

JAMES   H.   NELSON,   Chairman  National  Council  of 
Gas  &  By  Products  Industry. 

LOUIS  ARKIN,  Editor  Jewish  Daily  Forward. 

EDWARD  FLORE,  Gen.  President,  Hotel  &  Rest.  Em- 
ployees. 
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NATHAN    SIDD,   Rep.   United   Garment   Workers   In- 
ternational. 

JOSEPH    SCHLOSSBERG,     Gen.     Sec.-Treas.    Amal- 
gamated  Clothing  Workers. 

REP.     EDWARD     J.     KELLEY,     Democratic     Floor 
Leader,   House  of  Representatives,   Massachusetts. 

HENRY    LEE    FRANKLIN,    representing    Chest    for 
Liberation  of  Workers  in  Europe. 

CONGRESSMAN     WM.     P.     CONNERY,     Chairman 
Committee  on  Labor  and  Industries. 

JOHN  EGAN,  Secy.  Connecticut  Federation  of  Labor. 

SENATOR  JAMES  P.  MEEHAN. 

REPRESENTATIVE  H.  C.  LODGE,  JR. 

JOHN    VAN    VAERENEWYCK,    Rep.    Union    Label 
Trades  Department. 

His  Excellency  Governor  JAMES  M.  CURLEY. 

Local  and  visiting  Press  Representatives. 

HON.  CHARLES  F.  HURLEY,  State  Treas.  of  Mass. 
COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS 

E.  A.  JOHNSON,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  Boston. 

FRED  J.  GRAHAM,  Lawrence  C.  L.  U. 

JOHN  J.  MARA,  Boot  &  Shoe  "0",  Boston. 

FRANCIS  P.   FENTON,   Taunton  C.   L.   U. 

ALFRED  ELLIS,  JR.,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17, 
Boston. 

SAMUe£  J.  DONNELLY,  C.  L.  U.  Worcester. 

JOSEPH  MASUCCI,  Federal  Labor  Union  18476, 
Springfield. 

JAMES  NELSON,  Gas  Workers   18393,  Maiden. 

SYLVESTER   McBRIDE,   Typographical   13,   Boston. 

ANTHONY  J.   DE   ANDRADE,   Press  Assistants   18, 
Boston. 

JOHN  L.  CAMPOS,  Doffers  &  Spinners  1057,  Fall 
River. 

EDWARD  RALEIGH,  Street  Carmen  448,  Springfield. 

FRANCIS   M.   CURRAN,   Holyoke   C.   L.   U. 

GEORGE   GIBBS,   Musicians  9,  Boston. 

THOMAS  J.  DURNIN,  Bartenders  81,   Holyoke. 

DAVID  GINGOLD,  Ladies  Garment  Workers,  Boston. 

MOTION  to  adopt  the  resolution  was  made,  sec- 
onded and  unanimously  carried. 

Chairman  Johnson  stated  this  completed  the  report 
of  the  Resolutions  Committee  as  a  whole  and  MOVED 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted  as  amend- 
ed.    Same  seconded  and  carried. 

MOTION  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Offi- 
cers' Report  as  a  whole  be  adopted,  seconded  and  car- 
ried. 

MOTION  by  Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters,  Boston, 
that  the  incoming  Executive  Council  be  authorized  to 
spread  on  the  minutes  a  resolution  of  sympathy  to  the 
family  of  one  of^the  staunchest  trade  unionists  in  the 
Massachusetts  Labor  Movement,  the  late  G.  Harry 
Dunderdale.  Motion  seconded  and  unanimously  car- 
ried by  the  body. 

Chairman  Miller  on  Committee  on  Constitution  re- 
porting further. 


The  Committee  on  Constitution  recommends  the  fol- 
lowing change  in  Article  5,  Section  2;  in  the  eighth 
line  (Page  13)  immediately  after  the  word  "district" — 

Nominations  shall  be  completed  in  each  district  be- 
fore any  delegate  is  recognized  to  make  a  seconding 
speech;  in  the  event  of  but  one  candidate  being 
placed  in  nomination  there  shall  be  but  one  second- 
ing speech  of  not  more  than  two  minutes  duration. 

The  last  sentence  "Where  no  nomination,  etc.,"  be- 
ginning on  the  eighth  line,  shall  be  added  to  complete 
the  section. 

The  amended  Section  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  2.  The  seven  Vice  Presidents  of  this  Feder- 
ation shall  be  nominated  from  districts  and  elected  by 
the  convention,  and  the  resident  candidate  receiving  the 
plurality  vote  among  the  candidates  of  the  respective 
districts  shall  be  the  Vice  President  representing  that 
district. 

Nominations  shall  be  completed  in  each  district  be- 
fore any  delegate  is  recognized  to  make  a  seconding 
speech;  in  the  event  of  but  one  candidate  being  placed 
in  nomination,  there  shall  be  but  one  seconding  speech 
of  not  more  than  two  minutes  duration. 

Where  no  nomination  is  made  in  a  district,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  shall  fill  the  vacancy  in  said  district. 

SIGNED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE 

Committee  recommended  change  in  same  be  adopted. 
MOTION    to    adopt    the    report   of   the    Committee. 
Seconded. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Hotel  &  Restaurant  Employees 
34,  stated  he  was  opposed  to  this  change  as  he  felt  it 
was  restricting  free  speech  and  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary. 

Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters,  Boston,  felt  this 
should  not  be  adopted  as  he  thought  there  were  many 
other  important  matters  which  could  be  inserted  in  the 
constitution  rather  than  to  insert  such  an  amendment. 

Delegate  Miller  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
read  again  the  proposed  change  and  stated  it  was  to 
save  time;  stated  he  had  listened  during  nomination 
of  officers  to  a  list  of  7  delegates  making  speeches 
seconding  the  nomination  of  one  man.  He  felt  the 
change  as  recommended  by  the  committee  should  be 
adopted. 

Delegate  Raleigh,  Carmen  of  Springfield,  felt  we 
should  not  limit  the  time  on  such  matters. 

There  being  no  further  discussion  the  motion  was 
put  by  President  Gatelee  and  defeated  on  a  voice  vote. 

Delegate  Miller  offered  the  following  MOTION  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  .be  adopted 
as  a  whole.     Same  seconded  and  carried. 
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Delegate  Britton,  Ri-icklayors,  Spririgneld,  felt  tliLi'; 
as  all  officers  had  been  nominated  by  acclamation  he 
offered  the  following 

MOTION  that  the  secretary  of  this  convention  be 
instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  all  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  term.     Same  seconded  and  carried. 

President  Gatelee  declared  all  officers  elected  and 
called  upon  Delegate  James  Menzie,  the  oldest  dele- 
gate to  the  convention,  one  time  member  of  the  execu- 
tive board  to  come  to  the  platform  and  install  the 
newly  elected  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor.  All  officers  came  forward  and  the  following 
were  installed : 

President,  John   F.  Gatelee. 

Vice  Presidents  in  First  District,  John  Carroll,  J.  Ar- 
thur  Moriarty,   Michael  J.    O'Hare. 

Vice  President  in  Second  District,  Wm.  E.  G.  Batty. 

Vice   President  in   Third   District,   Matthew  P.   Mariey. 

Vice  President  in  Fourth  District,  Patrick  J.  Begney. 

Vice  President  in  Fifth   District,   Charles   E.   Caffrey. 

Sec.-Tveas.-Leg.   Agt.,   Robert  J.  Watt. 

Delegate  Menzi«  administered  the  oath,  congratu- 
lated the  officers  of  the  State  Federation  and  highly 
commended  them  for  their  excellent  efforts  in  behalf 
of  labor.  He  stated  cooperation  was  very  necessary 
to  bring  about  desired  results.  He  then  appealed  to 
the  delegates  urging  their  assistance  and  cooperation 
to  the  officers  of  the   Council  for  without  their  help 


much  could  not  be  accomplished.  He  stated  it  Vv^as  a 
pleasure  to  look  back  upon  the  years  and  to  see  what 
had  been  accomplished  through  the  efforts  of  organ- 
ized labor  and  he  told  the  officers  of  the  State  Feder- 
ation when  they  cama  to  the  winter  of  life  it  would  be 
to  them  also  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  look  back  over  the 
years  and  see  what  they  had  done  in  behalf  of  the 
workers  of  this  state.  He  wished  them  much  success 
and  hoped  for  more  progress ;  he  stated  it  was  their 
duty  to  look  after  their  fellow  workers  and  if  they  did 
that  they  would  never  regret  having  done  so. 

MOTION  made  and  seconded  that  this  convention 
stand  adjourned,  sine  die,  Friday,  August  9,  1935., 
MOTION  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  and  President 
Gatelee  declared  the  convention  officially  closed  at 
6.45  p.  m. 

Respectfully   submitted, 


ii^y^  ^i^atf- 


Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative    Agent, 


IDA  SMITH, 

Union  Public  Stenographer, 
S.  B.  A.  &  0.  E.  U.,  14965. 
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BE  UNION  MEN  AND  WOMEN  ! 


A  sure  way  in  which  we  can  help  our 
fellowmen  and  modify  the  conditions 
of  unemployment  which  now  prevail, 
and  also  reduce  the  competition  which 
they  meet  with  because  of  cheap  foreign- 
made  goods,  the  produd  of  the  prison, 
child,  and  sweat  shop  labor,  is  by  us- 
ing to  its  fullest  extent  our  great  power 
of  purchase  AND  REFUSE  TO 
SPEND  OUR  MONEY  FOR 
ANY  BUT  UNION  MADE 
AMERICAN    COMMOD- 
ITIES  AND   UNION 
SERVICE. 


DEMAND  THE  UNION  LABEL ! 


Richmond  Ptg.  Co.,  128  Washington  St.  North,  Boston 


